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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

R v p C R T 0 F T F E DIRECTOR OF THE 7UREAU OF SAFETY I N RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT ^HICH OCCUKiSDON THE 
L O U I S V I L L E & NASHVILLE RAILROAD NEAR PriRIS, T E N N . , 
ON JIHE 6 , 1925. 

September 25 , 1925 . 

To the Commission; 

On June 6, 1925, t h e r e a hepd-end c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n 
two f r e i g h t t r a i n s on t h e L o u i s v i l l e & N a s h v i l l e P t a i l r o a d 
near P p r i B , T e r m . , which r e s u l t e d i n t h e dea th o f f i v e 
employees pnd t h e i n j u r y o f two e m p l o y e e s . 

L o c a t i o n pnd method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the Memphis d i s t r i c t o f t h e 
Memphis D i v i s i o n , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n 
P p r i s pnd Memphis, T e n n . , -\ d i s t a n c e of 130 m i l e s , o v e r 
wh ich t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e and t r i m o r d e r s ; 
no b l o c k - s i g n a l system i s i n u s e , but t h e r u l e s r e q u i r e 
f o l l o n n g movements t o be spaced 10 minutes a p a r t a t open 
o f f i c e s . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t about Zt m i l e s 
sou th o f P a r i s ; a p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t f rom the n o r t h t h e r e 
a r e 2 ,058 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , f o l l o w e d b y a compound c u r v e 
t o the l e f t 7 ,053 f e e t i n l e n g t h , wh ich v a r i e s m c u r v a t u r e 
f rom 0 ° 3 0 t t o 1 ° 3 0 ' , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on t h i s 
c u r v e 2 ,551 f o o t f rom i t s n o r t h e r n end , where the c u r v a t u r e 
i s pt i t s maximum, a p p r o a c h i n g from t h e sou th t h e r e e r e 
983 f e e t of t a n g e n t , f o l l o w e d by t h e c u r v e on <7hich t he a c ­
c i d e n t G c c u r r e d . The p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t was on l e v e l t r a c k 
a t the bo t tom o f two d e s c e n d i n g g r a d e s , the g r a d e f rom t h e 
n o r t n f o r a d i s t a n c e o f more than 1 m i l e i s from 1.00 t o 
1.35 pe r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g , w h i l e the g r p d e f rom t h e sou th 
i s 0 .38 pe r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g f o r more than 1 m i l e and i s 
t hen l e v e l t o the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , 1,050 f e e t d i s t a n t . 
T r e e s b o r d e r i n g t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y r e s t r i c t the r a n g e o f 
v i s i o n o f enginemen a c r o s s tho i n s i d e o f t h e c u r v e t o a 
d i s t a n c e o f about 1,000 f e e t . 

The l e a t h e r was c l e a r a t t he t i m e o f t h e a o c i d e n t , which 
o c c u r r e d a t 7.58 a.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Soutnbound s e c o n d - c l a s s l o c a l f r e i g h t t r a i n N o . 125 
c o n s i s t e d o f e i g h t c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 1124, 
and wps i n c h a r g e o f Conductor Moore and Engineman B a l d w i n . 
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* e f o r e d e p u t i n g f rom P a r i e on t h e morning of t h e a c c i d e n t 
t h e y r e c e i v e d t r a m o rde r N o . 3 1 , Form 3 1 , r e a d i n g ae f o l l o w s 

" T o . 125 Zng 1134 meet F i r s t Wo 123 and 
?vTo. 114 Enge 973 and 1075 *t P a r i s " 

T r a i n N o . 135 d e p a r t e d f rom P a r i s ~t 7 .50 , f i v e minutes 
I n t o on i t s s c h e d u l e d d e p a r t i n g t i m e , and a t 7 .59 a,m, c o l ­
l i d e d w i t h t r a i n f i r s t K o . 122 pt a p o i n t about 2$ m i l e s sout_ 
o f P a r i e w m l e t r a v e l l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been 
about 25 m i l e s an hou r . 

Northbound s e c o n d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r a i n f i r s t JJo. 132 
c o n s i s t e d o f 23 c a r e and a o a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 973 ,and 
wae m c h a r g e o f Conductor y c A l i s t e r and Engine^gn S h a f e r . 
jit T c K e n z i o , 14 .6 m i l e s f rom P a r i s , the c r e w r e c e i v e d a copy 
o f t r a m o r d e r Vq, 3 1 , Form 1 9 , p r e v i o u s l y q u o t e d . The t r a i n 
d e p a r t e d f rom KcICenzie a t 7 , 2 1 a.m. and c o l l i d e d w i t i i t r a i n 
N o . 125 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have b e e n 
25 n i l e s an h o u r . 

r o t h e n g i n e s w a e o v e r t u r n e d on th^ i n s i d e o f the 
c u r v e , c l e a r o f the roadway ; the f i r s t s i x c a r e i n t r a i n Wo. 
135 and the f i r s t e i g h t c ^ r e m t r a i n f i r s t N o . 122 w e r e d e ­
r a i l e d nnd m o i e or l e s s b a d l y dpmaged. The employees k i l l e d 
^ e r e tne engineman and f i r e m a n o f t r a i n N o , 125 and tTO t r a c k 
I n b o s e r s r i d i n g on t ha t t r a i n , and tne engineman o f t r a m -
f i r s t N o . 132 . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

Conductor y o o r e , o f t r a i n N o . 125 , s t a t e d t h a t ha and 
En^me i v ian F a l d w i n s i g n e d f o r « n d r e a d t r p i n o rde r N o . 31 m 
t h e p r e s e n c e o f each o t h e r >̂nd the o p e r a t o r ; t h e y then check­
ed nnd s i g n e d the t r a m r e g i s t e r , and the conduc to r r e g i s t e r ­
ed h i e t r a i n out upon the a r r i v a l o f t r a m s f i r s t No* 132 and 
"To, 116. They t h e n r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r t r a i n , and upon a r r i v ­
ing " t the caboose Conductor Moore d i r e c t e d t h e i log?uan t o 
r e l e a s e a b r a k e which wae s t i c k i n g on the t n i r d ca r chead 
o f t h e c r b o o s e and tnen began t o change h i s c l o t h i n g , b e i n g 
so engaged as t h » t r a i n T as l e a v i n g t h e y a r d , a t 7 . 5 0 a.m. 
Conductor Moore a d m i t t e d f o r g e t t i n g t h e meet v i t h t r a i n s 
f i r s t 17o. 122 and N o . 114 , e v e n a f t e r ' d i s c u s s i n g i t w i t n 
Unginem?n " a l d r i n and c o n s e n t i n g on the f a c t t h ^ t t r a i n f i r e ! . 
Vo. 1C2 was f o u r hours l a - t e . Conductor I ' O O T L , W ^ B u n a b l e 
xo u x p l n l n * why he r e g i s t e r e d h i s t r a i n as d e p a r t i n g f roi r 
P a r i s a f t e r the a r r i v a l o f t r a i n s f i r s t N o . 122 and N o . 116 , 
i n s t e a d o f t r a i n s f i r s t N o . 122 and No- 1 1 4 , the l a s t - m e n -
t i u n c d t r a m s b e i n g t h o s e nr>med i n t h e ru,et o r d e r ; a& a mat­
t e r c f f a c t t r a m N o . 116 i s n o t cue i t P a r i s u n t i l 10 .15 
a.Lx., ^ h e r e ^ s t h e t r a i n s named in t h e meet o r d e r w e r e a i r e ? dr­
o v e r due* TChile t h e r u l e s r e q u i r e th*it c o n d u c t o r s s e e t n a t 
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t h e i r f l ? g n e n r e a d nnd u n d o r s t - n d a l l t r - m o r d e r s r e c e i v e d , 
Conductor F o o r e s a i d he d^C n o t l i t ^ r r l l y comply ~ i t h t h i s 
r u l e 1 . 1 t h i s i n s t a n c e , as i t was h i s c u e t o r t o I p y the o r d e r s 
r e c e i v e d on a s ^ t l a t he c-.boone w h e r j t he f l - g F * n and 
br^ke^-n c o u l d r e - d them soon - s t h e i r o t h e r d u t i e s p e r ­
m i t t e d , he b e l i e v e d th^ t had t h o o r d e r coon r e a d t o him"by 
t h e f l a g r a n t i o r t h e m i d d l e brakeman, b o t h o f \ horn w e r e m the 
cnb^oce ^-ien he a r r i v e d t h e r e , h i s a t t e n t i o n undoub ted ly 
^ o u l d h - v e b o e n a t t r a c t e d t c the u n f u l f i l l e d meet w i t h the 
o o p o e i n q t r a i n s -^nd t h e a c c i d e n t would n o t hpve o c c u r r e d . 

Flagman M i l c n s - i d he l o o k e d f o r tho t r ^ i n o r d e r s on 
h i s r e t u r n to the caboose " f t o r r e l e a s i n g t n e B r a k e , "out 
d i d n o t Soo then m ttu p ] ^cc v^hore tho conductor u s u a l l y 
l e f t thorn, and *ae conduc to r r a s s t i l l busy c h a n g i n g h i s 
c l o t h i n g he d e c i d e d he ould w a i t i n d nsk t o s ee tho o r d e r s 
b e f o r e tne t r i m r e a c h e d t e u t o n , t he f i r 3 t s t a t i o n south o f 
P e r i s . Flagman M i l a n thcu^LT the b r a k e s v e r e a p p l i e d b e ­
f o r e thu c o l l i s i o n ' ; c u r r e d , reducing; the speed f rom about 
25 m i l o s on hour t o 18 or 20 m i l o s eii hour pt t h e t i m e o f 
t h o i ^ p a c c . 

M i d d l e r r a k c n a n Dungan was engaged i n s e p p r a t i n g way­
b i l l s ^nd o t h e r c l e r i c a l d u t i e s when Conductor v o o r e came 
i n t o thu c a b o o s e , and was s t i l l so engaged rhcr t h e t r a i n 
l e f t P ^ r i s and a t the t i m e the b r a k e s VQT3 p .pp l ied i m m e d i a t e ­
l y b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . He was o f the o p i n i o n t h a t 
tne t ime i n t e r v a l b e t w e e n t h e b rpke a p p l i c t i o r and the im­
p a c t \ , O B o f such s h o r t d u r a t i o n t h a t t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n 
was no t m a t e r i a l l y r e d u c e d . 

Fend ^rakem^n P i t t s a i d he and F i reman Epson c o u p l e d 
t h e e n g i n e t o th^ t m i n , pnd a f t e r r e l e a s i n g s e v e r a l hand 
b r p k e c he r e t u r n e d t o t h e e n g i n e . He was r i d i n g on t h e 
f i r e m a n ' s s e a t box l o o k i n g ahead as h i s t m r . approached 
t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and saw the o p p o s i n g t r a m about t h e 
t i m e i t was 20 or 25 c a r - l e n g t h s d i s t a n t , he c a l l e d P warn­
i n g t o t n e e n g i n e c r e w , g o t down on t h e gangway s t u o s , c a l l e d 
t o F i reman Eason a g a i n , end then jumped. I rakeman P i t t 
s a i d he d i d no t s ee the o rde r s r e c e i v e d a t P a r i s , nor w e r e 
t u e y men t ioned by any o n e , pnd t h a t he a l w a y s r e ^ d t h e o r d e r s 
r e c e i v e d but w a G u n a b l e t o account f o r the f p e t t h p t i n t h i s 
i n s t n n o e he had f a i l e d t o do s o . 

Opera to r L e a k e , on duty a t P a r i s on t h e morning o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t , s a i d he r e c e i v e d t r a i n o r d e r N o . 31 and d e l i v e r e d 
i t t o Conductor Moore and Engineman B a l d w i n , bo th o f whom 
r e a d the oxder a l oud i n h i s p r e s e n c e . He alBO s a i d thp/t 
b o t h conduc to r and engineman appea red t o be normal i n e v e r y 
r a s p e o t . * 

F i reman Marcus , o f t r a i n f i r s t N o . 122 , s p i d HE v ^ s 
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w o r k m g on the f i r e when h i s t r a i n app roached t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t and h i s f i r s t k n o w l e d g e o f a n y t h i n g r r o n g Fas when 
Eagmcnpn Shaf t e x , m g e t t i n g o f f h i s s e a t b o x , f e l l b a c k ­
wards on t n e deck o f the e n g i n e . F i reman Mprcus s a i d he 
rushed t o t h e g^ngr.'ay, s?w the o p p o s i n g t r a m abou t f i v e 
c ^ r - l e n g t h s d i s t a n t , and ju-Tpcd j u s t b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d . F i reman Marcus d i d n o t t h i n k t h e b r a k e s w e r e ap­
p l i e d p r i o r t o the c o l l i s i o n and e s t i m a t e d the speed o f h i e 
t r a i n the t i m e t o h a v e b e e n about 25 or 30 m i l e s an hour . 

The s t a t e m e n t s o f Conductor tfcAlieter, Flagman S t e g a l l , 
and Head rrakeman S a t t o r w h i t o , of t r ? m f i r s t Ho. 122 , a l l 
o f rhom w e r e i n t h e caboose at the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t 
b r o u g h t out no a d d i t i o n a l f a c t s o f i m p o r t a n c e . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e t o obey a meet 
o r d e r , f o r which conduc to r Moore end Engineman r a l d w i n , 
o f t r a m tto, 125 , axe r e s p o n s i b l e . 

Conductor Moore a cknowledged t h ^ t he f o r g o t t h e n e e t 
p r o v i d e d f o r i n t r a m o r d e r N o . 3 1 ; Engmeman " i l d w i n was 
k i l l e d m the c o l l i s i o n and i t i s no t known why he o v e r l o o k ­
ed t h e o r d e r . 

From t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f Head rmkeraan P i t t i t appeared 
t h a t t h e engineman d i d n o t show the o r d e r t o tho f i t eman 
or t o pny one e l s e on t h e e n g i n e or a c q u a i n t them w i t h i t s 
p r o v i s i o n s , w h i l e f r o u t h e t e s t i m o n y o f Conductor Moore i t 
i s apparen t t h a t he d i d n o t m t h i s i n s t a n c e and d o e s n o t 
o r d i n a r i l y show t r = a n o r d e r s t o o t h e r members o f the t r a i n 
c r e w , but l e a v e s them where t hey may be r e a d i f d e s i r e d ; 
m the p r e s e n t c*se i t i s a q u e s t i o n whe the r even t h i s had 
been done . I t i s v e r y p r o b p b l e t h a t the a c c i d e n t wou ld n o t 
h r v e o c c u r r e d had t h e s e e m p l o y e e s shown the o r d e r s t o t h e 
o t h e r members o f t h e i r c r e w , or had t h e o t h e r s made any i n ­
q u i r y c o n c e r n i n g o r d e r s r e c e i v e d . The f a c t tha t the f l a g ^ 
•nan, m i d d l e brake-man, and head brakeman, and presumably 
t h e f i r e m a n , made no e f f o r t t o sue the o r d e r or a s c e r t a i n 
i t s c o n t e n t s b e f o r e t h e i r t r a m d e p a r t e d f rom P a r i s , i n d i c a ­
t e s an a t t i t u d e o f i n d i f f e r e n c e which shou ld no t b e t o l e r a t e d ; 
t h e y shou ld have b e e n g o v e r n e d by t h a t p a r t o f r u l e 210 
which . . r t ads as f o l l o r s ; 

"Should t h e conduc to r f a i l t o shovf t h e o r d e r s t o 
the f l a g m a n , or t h e engmeman f a i l t o show 
or r ^ a d t h e o r d e r s t o the f i r e m a n , the f l agman 
or t h e f i r e m p n must aek f o r the o r d e r s . " 

Had an adequa te b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem b e e n in u s e on t h i s 
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Iff.P. T o r l a n d , 
D i r e c t o r 

l i n e t h i s a c c i d e n t p r o b a b l y would n o t have o c c o r r e d ; an 
a d e c u a t e au toma t i c t r a i n s t o p or t r a i n c o n t r o l d e v i c e 
wou ld L a v e p r e v e n t e d i t . 

A l l o f t h e e n p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men* 
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t h e t r a i n and e n g i n e c rew o f 
t r a i n f i r s t N o . 132 had b e e n on duty 11 hours and 45 min­
u t e s and t h e c rew o f t r a i n H o . 125 about 30 m m a t e e , p r e v i o u s 
t o which th^y had a l l been o f f duty 11 hours or m o r e . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 


