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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

R¥PCRT OF TFE DIRECTOR OF THE “URE.LU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN AOCIDENT WHICH OCCURKTDCN THE
LCUISTILLE & WASKVILLT RAILROAD NEAR PaRIS, TEXNN.,
CN JUVE 8, 1925,

September 25, 19235,

To the Commissiong

tm June 6, 1935, there s heed-end collislon between
two freilzht tralne on the Louisville & Nashville Reailroad
near Parls, Tena., which resulted in the death of five
crployccs end the injury of two employees.

Location and method of operation

This accident ocecurrced on the Memphis district of the
Mem_his Division, a single-track line extending between
Peris snd Memphis, Tenn., 2 distance of 130 miles, over
which tralns are operated by time-table and tr-in orders;
no block-signal system is in use, but the rules require
folloring movements to Be spaced 10 minutes apart at open
offices. The nccident occurred at a point about 2% miles
gouth of Parig; approaching this point from the north there
arc 2,058 feot of tangent, followed by a compound curve
to the left 7,053 feet in length, which varice in curvature
from 0° 301 to 1° 30! , the amccident occurring on this
curve 2,551 fuot from its northern end, where the curvature
18 pt 1ts maximum, .spproaching from the south there are
983 foet of taongent, folloved by the curve on which the ac-
cident aeccurred. The point of accident was on lcvel track
at the bottom of two descending grades, the grade from the
norta for a distance of more than 1 mile 1s from 1.00 +to
1.35 per cent descaending, while the grade from the south
is 0.88 per cent dascending for more than 1 mile and 1s
then lovel to the point of accldent, 1,050 feet distant.
Trecs bordering the right-of-way restrict the range of
vislon of enginemen across the inside of the curve to a
distance of about 1,000 feet.

The weather was olear at the time of the accident, which
occurred a2t 7.58 a.m,

Description
Soutnbound second-claee local freight train No. 125

consisted of cight cars and a cebooge, hauled by engine 1124,
and wes in charge of Conductor Mecore and Engincman “aldwin.
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“efore depacting from Parie on the morping of the aceident
they received train order No. 31, Form 31, YTcading 18 follows

"™o. 125 Tng 1124 meet First No 122 and
Y¥o. 114 Enzs 973 and 1078 =%t marigh

Troin Ne, 1235 dcparted from Peras -t 7.50 2,m,, five minutes
latc on 1ts echoduled departing tinme, and at 7.58 a,m, ool-
lided with train firaet Fo. 1285 2t & point about 2% miles sout.
of Paris wnile travelling at & speed estimated to have been
about 25 miles an hour,

Northbound second~class freight trailn fairst No. 133
consisted of 83 ¢orc and a oaboose, hauled by engine 973 ,mnd
woe 1n charge of Conductor Mealister and Englnemsn Shaefer,
at I'clenzic, 14.6 milose from Paris, the crew received a copy
of traxn order Wo. 31, Form 1§, previously moted. The train
doperted from ¥Yelenzle ot 7,21 a.m. and collided wita train
No. 185 wirilc traveling at a speed cstimated to have Decn
25 1nilee an hour,

“oth engines were overturncd con the i1neide of the
curve, clear of the roadway; the faret six cars in train No.
135 and the fairet ecight ¢srse 1n train first Ho. 132 were de-
rrilced »md more or less badly demaged. The emplovces killed
@er e toe engineman ond fireman of train No. 125 and tro track
lnborers riding on that train, and tnc cengineman of %roxm
first No, 132.

Summery of evidence

Conductor Y¥oore, of train No. 125, statzd that he and
Engineman Faldwin slgned for ond read trein order No. 31 1in
the presenca of each other ~nd tiue coperator; they then check-
cd »nd signed th: tramin register, ond the conductor register-
ed Lis tr=in out upon the arrival of traing first No. 122 and
To. 118, Tazy then rceturned %o their itrain, snd upon arriv-
ing -t thc c-beosc Conductor Moore dirceted the iloagmen to
release a drake which was sticking on the tnird car -hacnd
of the crboose »nd toen began to chrnge his elothing, beiag
8c cngaged 25 the train vae leaving the yord, at 7.20 a.m.
Conductor Moore admitted forgetting the meet vith tralns
firet Wo. 122 ond No. 114, even after 'disoussing it wita
Tngincmen Taldrin and cormmenting on the foet th»et train faired
o, 1.2 wmag four hours lote: Conductor Moor.¢ w.8 unable
to vaplain. wky he registered his train ss departing frow
Paris =fter the arrival of trains first ¥Vo. 122 and Mo, 116,
lastend of traine first No. 122 and Wo. 114, the lest-nen—
tiuacd traing being those nemed in the nect order; ac a met-
ter of fret train Neo. 1168 is not aue it Parls until 20,15
a.l.., ™acrens the traine named in the mcet order woere alresdy
overcuc, While thc rtules require that conductorg sce taat
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thelr flagmen read ond understend all tr-in orders recelved,
Cunductor Moorc said he d1¢ not 1itur~1lly comp’y mith this
rule 1a this 1nstence, as 1t was his cuetor to lay the orders
;occlvcd cn 2 swat 1n the e-boone wiery the fl-gmen ~nd
nroker~n cculd re~d them -~ soon s thoir other dutics per-
mitt.d, he belioved thnt h-~d the order Zoon rond to him by
the flogran or the middle br-kemnn, beth of vhom were 1n the
¢nbroge ™aen he arrived $thare, his aivtention undeubtedly
Tould h~ve been atteeeted te the unfulfilled mect with the
oopeeing troins -~nd the accident would not heve occurred,

'lagren Milen s~xd he looked for the tr-in orders on
Ris return tn the ¢-beese ~ftor releasing tre Brake, but
did not sce thom 1n 4he pl-ce whoere the conductor usurlily
1cft them, =nd ~s *.a¢ oonducror was gh1ll busy changiag his
¢lothing he de2ifed he ouid wailt -nd ~sk to see the orders
Leforc tae train reached Rovton, the first stotion south of
Peris.  Flagmem Milan thcught She brekes vere applleld be-
fore the collisren ¢ :curred, reducineg the speed from about
85 mileg ar hour to 18 or 20 miles =n hour »t the time of
the irpace.

Kiddle "rakeman Dungan was engaged in seper~ting wey-
bille -~nd other cleric~l duties when ConducteT ‘oore came
into ths e-voosc, and was still so engaged vhor the train
left Prris rnd at the time the brakes ver: epplied immediste-
ly before the collision occurred. He was of the oplalon that
tne time 1ntcrval between the breke applic-tior 2nd the im-
pact woe of such short duration that the speed of his train
was not mrteriaelly reducod.

Fead “rakem-n P1tt said he and Fireman [reon coupled
the ungine to the troin, »nd after relessing scveral hand
brekec he returned to the engine. He was riding om thc
firemen's seat box looking shead as his train appros=ched
the point of accident and saw the opposing train about tae
time 1t was 20 or 25 car-lengthe distaont, he called » warn-
ing to tne enginecrew, got dewn on the gangway stcos, called
tc Fircman Eason sgain, end then jumped. ZIrakeman Pitt
8p1d he di1d not sce the adere redelved at Parls, nar were
tuey mentioned by any one, rnd that he always re=d the orders
received but was unadle to account for the fact thet 1n thie

instsnce he had failed to do so.

Cperator Leake, on duty at Paris on the morning of the
eccident, said he received train order No. 31 and delivered
1t to Conductor Moore and Engineman Raldwin, both cf whom
read the order oloud in his presence. He also sald thnt
both conductor and engineman apvearsd to be normal in cvery
ragpect,

Fireman Marcus, of train first No. 132, said he wrs
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working on the firc when his train approachced the poxnt of
nocident and his first knowledge of anvthing vrong was when
Dagincman Shafter, in getting coff his scat box, fell back-
wrrds on tne deck of the enginc. Firemmn Mnorcus salid he
Tushed to the gengway, eew the opposing train about five
crr-lengths distant, and jupcd just before the ceollisiun
occurrcd. Fireman Marcus did not thank the brakes were ap—
plicd prior vo the collision snd estimated the specd of his
train -t the time to have been sbout 25 or 30 mles an hour,

The siatements of Conductor Mcalieter, Flagman Stegall,
and Ecad Trakewan Satterwhite, of trein first No. 133, all
of vhom were in the gaboose 2t the time of the accident
orought out no additional facts of importance.

Concluglons

This accident was caused by feilure to obuoy a mceet
order, for which conductor Yoorce rnd Engineman Taldwin,
of train KNo. 185, are responsible.

Conductor Hoore scknowledged thrt he forgot the neet
provided far in train order No., 31; Engincman ~~1ldwln was
killed in the collision and it 18 not known why he overlook-
¢d the order.

From the statcoments of Head Trrkeman Pitt 1t appcared
that the enginciaan did not show the order to the fiteman
or to sny onc elsc on the ocngine or acquaint them with 1ts
provisionsa, while frou the testimony of Conductor Moore 1t
1s opparent thet he did net in this instance and does not
ordinosrily show tr=in orders to other mumbers of the itrain
crew, but leaves them where they may be read 1f desired;
in the present ceose 1t 18 a gquestion whether even this had
bcen done, It 1e very probable that the accident would not
heve occurred had these employees shown the orders to the
other mombers of their c¢rew, or had the others made any in-
quirTy concerning orders recelved. The fact that the flap-
uen, middlc brake-man, and haead brakeman, and presumatly
the fireman, made no e¢ffort to sve the order or ascertain
ite contents before their train departed from Paris, indica-
tes an attitude of indifference which should not be tolerated;
they should havec been governed by that part of rule 210
wihlch .reads as follors:

"Should the conductor fail tc show’ the orders to
the flagman, or the engincman fail to show
or rvad the orders to the fircman, the flagman

or the firemsn rmust ask for the orders.”

Had an adecuste block-signnl syestom been 1n use on this
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line this aocident probably would not have occarred; an
adeguate automatic train stop or train control dsviocs
would Lave pregvented it.

411 of the employees lnvolved were exvericnced men
at the time of the acoldant the train and cngine crew of
train first No. 132 had been on duty 11 hours and 45 min-
utées and the crew of train ¥o. 125 about 30 minutes, previous
to which they had all been off duty 11 hours or more.

Respectfully submittod,

¥.P. Torland,
Director.



