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Un Qctober 22, 1319, there was & derzilment on the
Louievilie & Nashville liailrosd at Okems, Ey., whion resulded
in the Qdouth of two eompleyees wnd the injury of one smployee,
aftcer Investigation of this ugoldent the Chief of tne Juresu
of “afety submite the following report,

The Jderellasul occeurred on the Atkincon Cut-nf?,
wniagh 1# a slinglew=track freight llne, six miles in length, ez~
tending between Morton, Ky., aad Atklinsen, Ky, Traina are
opernted by time table mnd %traln oxders, no block signel eyetem
belng in use, Approaching the point of dersilment from the
seath the track is tangent fur seme jistunge, snd for abous
3,600 feel iz en s descendiny grede verying from .10% %o ,B0%,.
Tha weather wae fouggy.

The traln involved is & turn-around run operated as

train Feo, 328 from Juthrie to sorten, at whieh lastter point 1t
iz dlverted aver ths eut-off, 4t tho time of the suooident it

was velng operated ovaer thc out-¢if as extra 971, It goneisted

of 42 eurd snd 8 caboovwe, hanled by engine 971, and wse 1in
gharge of Condustor Hleckdburn and Engineman Fartingten. Iy
left Guthrie av about 11,40 p.m., and at sbout 5,00 a.,m, wes
deralled at Ckema by abtriking & horse at & peint about 2856 feet
south of & gattle guard. The body of the hovse wae OGrugged
by tae engine ta a4 point about 100 faet noxth of the antile

guard, where the wheels of the peny truek were dorailed, Thease
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deralled wheels folluwed the rails until theéey anacuntered a
faging point switeh leading to a mine track om the right slde
of the waln line, where they were diverted tc the rlght, while
$he Jriving whesls, whleh were still om the ralls, fellowed
the mein line, resulting Iln the engine turning over to the
left, The spesd et the time of dermilment wae eatimsted te
have bean about 20 miles an heur,

The enpine eame to rest at s polnt sbout 110 feet be-
yond the switeh. The tirst nine dars were israiled, thres of
them being demolished while four were more or less damagwed.

The employees killed were ihc flreman a&nd head brakeman,

Ingineman Partington stated that the speed of hie
traln was about 20 or 26 mlles gn hour whon he saw the horse
on the %$rack, a.persntly about 15 feet dlmiant, In o fow
#eaond- he notioced ihe odor of burning heir snd ismedlately
applisd the alr brakes in emergongy, the engine turning over
just after the brakes wers spplied. Although his engine was
equipped with &n eleotric hewdlight, hée could not see the horse
sarlier on agacunt of the densc Tog.

Condugtor Bimckburn stated that he was in Lahe cuboose
working on hig reports when the train gasze 10 & sudden step.

Orn examining the tr&ck he suw where the wheels hud left the
rail near the outtle guard, soulh of the swlitoh, The derailed

wheels then uarked the ties and aplkes on the eaat side of the
rafis until they resohed the awitoh leading %o the wmine traak,

They were there .iivextei %o the right, while tune driving wheels
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epparently continue: to a point ¢loge to the frog befora leave
ing the rails, He zlsc found & portion of the body of the
horse near the switch in the oenter of the trask, while the
other portien waus alongside Lhe track. He estimated the
apsed st the time of the derallment to heve been about 20
milés &n LOWT.

This acoident wus guueed by spgine 971 striking a
horse, the body of whioh beoame wedged under the engine lm
sReh a msaner as te derall the pony truck wheels, resultlng
in the Jerailment snd cverturning of the ongine when the
gwl toh wes engpuntaered. ws the rigat of way ia faenced in,
and had ne breaxs in i%, It 1s thought %that the horsa bhad
grogssd over the cettle guard at & nearbdy road areossing.

The orew in sharge 0f this traln had been on duby
about elx and one=half hours, after & periocd off duty of abont

£0 hourm.
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