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On October 22, ldl£, there a derailment aa the 

Louisville & Kaahvill© liailroad at 0kemac £y., whioi. resulted, 

In th© death of two employees &nd the injury of one employee. 

After investigation of this aooident the Chief of tnc Bureau 

of Safety submits the following report* 

She derailment oaaurrod On th6 Atkinson Cut-offt 

whloh 1?" a elngle*traoh freight l ine, six mi lee In length* en-

tending between lortoa, Ey.* and Atfclnaen, ly* Trains are 

operated by time table and train orders, no hlook signal system 

being in use* Approaohlng tho point of derailment from the 

$©uth the traok ie tangent for uome distance, and for about 

3,600 feet is on a descending grade varying from «10> to #SG%* 

Ths weather was foggy* 

?he train involved ia a turn-around run operated as 

train Bo* 53 from Outhrie to Norton, at whloh latter point I t 

is diverted over ths cut-off. At the time of the aooident i t 

waa being operated over the out-off aa extra 971* It consisted 

of 42 ears and a caboose, hauled by engine 971, and wae la 

ohargs of Conductor Blackburn and Sngineman Partington* It 

l e f t Guthrie at about 11*30 p*m*, and at ^bout 5.00 a«m* was 

derailed at Cksma by striking a horse at a point about 865 feet 

south of a oattie guard. The body of the horse was dragged 

by the engine to a point about 100 feet north of the settle 

guard, where the wheels of the pony truok were derailed* Theae 
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derailed wheeln followed th® rails until they encountered a 

fooing point ewitoh leading to a mine traok on the right side 

of the stain line, where they were diverted to the right, while 

the jrlving wheels, whioh wore s t i l l on the ra i l s , followed 

th© main l ino, resulting In the engine turning over to the 

l e f t , The epeed at tho time of derailment waa estimated to 

have been about 20 mile si an hour, 

The engine eame to reet at a point about 110 feet be­

yond the swltoh. The f i rs t nine oars were derailed, throe of 

them being demolished while four were More or lose damaged* 

She employees hilled were the fireman and head brakeaaa* 

Sngineiaan Partington stated that the speed of his 

train ^ae about £0 or 2b milea an hour when he saw the horse 

on the traok, apparently about 15 feet distant* In a few 

second? he noticed the odor of burning hair aad immediately 

applied the air brakes in emergency, the engine turning over 

just after the brakes were applied. Although his engine was 

equipped with an electric headlight, he oould not see the horse 

earlier on account of the <ienaa fog* 

Conductor Blackburn stated that he m.® in tho caboose 

working on hiu reports when the train oa^o to a oudden atop* 

On examining the track he «uw where the wheels had left the 

rail near the cuttle guard, south of the n i t eh* fhs derailed 

wheels then marked the ties and splkso on the east side of the 

rails until they reached the swltoh leading to the talne traok* 

Xhey were there -ilvei to I to the right, while tne driving wheels 
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apparently oontinuea to a point aloe® to the frog before leav­

ing the ra i l s . He also found a portion of the body of the 

horse near the ewiteh. i s the ©enter of the trash, while the 

other portion was alongside the traok* He estimated ths 

apeed at the time of the derailment to hare been about BO 

miles an hour* 

Shi* aoo idsnt tms oaueed by engine 971 striking a 

horse, the body of whioh beoams wedged under the engine in 

ameh a manner as to derail the pony truok wheels, resulting 

in the derailment and overturning of the engine when the 

owl ten wae enooun tered* *& the right of way is fenoed in, 

and had BO breads In i t , i t la thought that the horse had 

aroeasd over the eattie guard at a nearby road orossing* 

The oraw in oharge of thi@ train had boon on duty 

about six and one-half hours, after a period off duty of about 

tO hours* 
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