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INTFRATATE COMUWRCE COMMISQTINN

BYPART NF THR PTRICTOR AF TI¥ RURAWAU OF SARF™Y IN RV
TNUYTSTIGATIAN NF AW FCOTPFYT THICH ACCIRRFD AN THF
LOUTISVILLE AN™ NASYVILLT RAITRCAD AT NW.ENWVILLF,
KY., ON JAVUARY 11, 1923,

Febivary 14, 1%33,
To the Commission:

On January 11, 1823, there was a hezd-end col-
lision betreen two freight trains on the Louisville &
Nasnville Railroad at lelsonville, Ky., resuliing in the
death of gne euployee and the injury of five employees,

Iocation and method of operation.

The Lecbanon Branch of the Louisville Divieion
is a single.track l'ne exterding between Lebvanen Junction
and Sinks, Ky. a d-stance of .07,2 miles, over which
trains are opevatesd by time-Table and trz:in orders, no
block-signal system beinz in ase, Southbound trains are
supericor to opposing trains of the same class., The acci-
dent occurred vetwzen the switches at Neleonvaille, at a
roint 6386 feet north of the south passing-track switch
approaching f_om the south the track ais tangent for 2, 250
feet, followed by a curve cf 1° 32' to the left 1, 476 feet
in 1ength the accadent occurring on the curve 165 feet
from its southern end, Approaching from the north the
track is tangent for 2,331 feet, followed by the curve on
Thicn the accident occurred, at the vottom of two descending
grades, that from the south‘being 0,77 per cent for a dis-
tance of 3,000 feet, and that from the north 0.€5 per cent
for a distance of 5 500 feet, Owing to a bluff, buildings
and trees, the view across the inside of the curve 1s Tes
stricted to less than 1,000 feet, The veather wag clear
at the time of the accident which oocurred at avout 12,07
a.m,

Lescription,

Northbound second c¢lass freight traain second No,
53 consisted of 3¢ cars and a caboose, hauled by engine
1551, and was in charge of Conductor Gsborne and Enzineman
Underwood At Levanon, Ky,, 35,1 miles south of Nelson-
ville, the cre~ received train order No, 127, Ferm 1%,
reading as folloTe!



"Second No 52 eng 1551 meet szcond Yo 87 eng
1488 at Leretto First o £5 eng 1561 at Santos
First No 55 take siding Nos 492 and £1 aave ar-
rived at uLebanon. "

A% l'ea Haven, Ky., 5.8 uiles scovuth of Nelson-
ville, the last open office, traiz order Wo. 315, Form
12, was received, reading as <ollo. s

"Second Wo 52 eng 1551 meet seccnd He 55 eng
1481 at Boston and No 53 eng 1 at Lebanon
Juncticn, "

Sanves, the zeeting pcint with train first No.
55, is 1.5 miles south of Nelsonville, while Boston, the
mesting point with train second Wo, 55, 15 4.6 miles north
of Nelsonville. Train second l'o. 52 departed from Newx
Haven at 11,51 p.m., passed Santos witlout 3tcpping, and
collizded with traxn first No. 55 at Felsorville while
traveling at a speed of about 25 milez an hour-

Soathbound second ciass Ireight train first Ho.
55 consisted of 37 cars and a caooose, hauled by engine
1561, and was in charze of Concducitor Argenbright and En-
gineman Sweat. The crew received train orders No, 187
and 215, Form 31, at Lebanon Junction, departing from that
point at 11:45 p.m., passed Boston and ceollided with train
second Neo. 53 at Welsonville while traveling at a speed of
about 25 miles an hour.

Tne engines were derailed, but remained upright,
in badly damaged condition. The First 15 cars of train
second No. 52 and the first 5 cars of train first No. 55
Were destroyed or badly damaged. The employee killed vas
the fireman of train second No, 52.

Summary of evidence.

When train second No. 52 stopped at New Haven,
Engineman Underwood saw the train order board displayed
and 1% occurred to him that there would be an order chang-
ing the meeting point with train first Nc. 55 from Santos
to Rost~r ~r lehar-r Junction. Head Brakeman Buffman took
the engineman's copy of train order N-. 215, prov.ling for
a meet with train second No. 55 at Boston, read 1t correctly,
and delivered 1t to the engineman. agineman Underwocd
sald the brakeman t»1d him they ~vould "mect them at Boston
and Lebanon Juncticn®" and he assured that the meet with
train first Nc. 55 at Santos had been changed to Boston

and then read the order in that .ay, after which he gave
1t to the fireman to read, and then placed 1t in his pocket.
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Approaching Santos ne sounded the st~tinn whistle and he
sa1d the head biakerar said "haghball" and assumed that
the prakeran nad received 2 proceed signal from the rear
of the train; the head brakeman, "wwever, sail re did not
recaive anv signal Irom The zes'» 25d and thae as the
engineman sounded %70 swrt. dlasts on the “nistle he sup-
rosed ths engineman "Mad received a proceed signal Irom
his side of tae train, Approachag Feisonville, Head
Brakeman Huffman —as the first to see T'e nemalight of
train first No, 55 and called to the engineman. Head
Brakeman Eufiman said he had forgotten meet —1th train
first No, 55 at Zantos, .JZT

Conductor Osborne, ¢of train second No. 52, said
that after lecving Ne- Haven he comrleted some Teports and
than got vup in the cupola, re-reaa the orders, ard looked
out 1n an ende~vor to ascerta:n the loecatinn of his traain,
He said he tnen si~ that the 4rain had passed Santosg, asked
the flagmzn 1f the train had passed tiat point, and on
lean.ng fartrer out of taoe -wndov saw the light om a s—iteh
at Nelsonville, 1t boing at about this tire taat the air
brakses 7ere arplied fror tne nead end of tne train, Con-
ductor Ocoorne further stated that he undsrstood thev —ere
to reat train firsv No, 55 at Bantes, ard had not overlooked
this order, nor pad he confused il 'rath tha order to weet
train second No, 55 at Beston., Tlagman La-rerce had teen
Tiding i1n the cup.la oif the caboose, out was watching the
conductor go over some reports —T11ch he bhad ~rritten and
di1d not notice nis train pass Rantos, and ~hen the éon—
ductor ask:d1 him ~here taey —ere he looked out of the
mincow, but had not located himself at the time the air
brakes vere applied. Neitner of thece emplovess had neard
any whistle. signeld, sounded,

Fngineran Sv2at, of train first No. 55, 9a1d that
as his train approached Nelspnville at a speed of about 30
rilee an hour, he noticed the reflection of a headlight
which he at farst thought was from an automobile on the
highvay paralleling the track, but as nmis train rounded
the gurve he gaw 1t 7as the headlight of an engine, 1t then
being apparently 15 car lengths distant, and he at once
applied the air brakes in emergency, The statements of
the otner members ¢f the crew did nct bring out any ad-
ditional facts of importance,
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Conclusions,

Th.s accidens was caused by the failure of
train second Mo, 52 fto ma1t 2l Sarteos for train first
No. 55, =as provaded for by train order No, 197,

Tae engineman was-read lhe oi1der, the nead
brakeman farget 1t, and neitnet “he conductor nor iflag-
man were vaving sufficient attention tc the operation
of their train to know that 1t had passed the meeting
roint without stoprinz., For suca inastention to duty
there can be no =2xXcuse,

This mocident again directs attention to the
inherent weakness of the time-table and train-ocrder
svstem of omeration, and to the necessity Sfor having the
increascd protection provided by a vlock-signal svstem,
Had an adsquate block svsiem besn in use, c¢his accident
undouctedly would rotv nave occurred,

"1th tae exception of a fireman =win vas killed,
21l of the erplovees involvea were experienced men, At
the time of the accident the crev of trzin first To, 55
had been on Cuty about 13 hours and the crew of train
second ko, 53 avout 12 hours, afver fiom 8 to 12 hours
off duty.

Respectfully submitted,
™. P, FORLANT,

Nirector.



