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la re Investigation of Accident oa the Louisville $ 
Bsshvllle R» it,* at Kloerton, Ky«, September 2 0 , Ifia* 

Oa September go. 1812, there was a derailment 
of a passenger train on the koulavllle & ftathrllle Bail-
road at £i*erton» £y., reawlting' in the injury of 33 
passengera and 3 employees. 

after invest!gatlon, I beg to submit the 
following reports 

This aooident oocured oa the tmtwte? Division 
of the Louisville & MaahviU® Eallroad. At the time of 
the aooident this part o f the read waa being double-
trac&ed, and to a s s i s t in the construction worh a tesrperary 
atsriteh had fce&n in the trae& Joat north of ̂ lsorton. 
The pointo o f this s w i t c h f a c e d northj approaching froa 
the north there ia a c u r v e te the left of about 2 4 degrees 
and ahout 1200 f**«t lorn:, extcndlag to the evlteb. Ahout 
300 feet south o f the at/icoh there la an operator's cabin, 
and beginning there IA a eurre to the right about 2200 
feet long, at thie *>oi«t tha grading and excavating sere 
being done by a c o n s t r u c t i o n company vhleh had two engines. 
In uoe for operating i m i l ^ t trains, fhe eoeduesore in 
charge of these trains vero employed by the Louiavlll® & 
Haahville Hallroad do©-finy, but the other trainmen were 
essployed by the conn true tIon company. 
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Oa the corning- of the aooident this temporary 
switch veo left open, and at Ch SO a* ».» southbound local 
paea eager train Ho, 37, consisting rf an online and two 
baggage and two paesonger ears running froa Olnolnnati to 
KnoxvillG. ran into this open switch and struck eoae e»pty 
const motion oars, The engine end tender vent off on the 
right-hand side of the traek and trunsd over on their left 
oidee. the front truo&a of the firet haggage ear were 
derailed but the other three oars regained on the track. 

At the tiiao ef the accident the weather waa 
wtd and clear. The country in the vieiaity of the 
place where tMc accident occurred la hilly and as the 
switch v&si located near the end of a curve which passes 
through a out about tern feet hi0x, the view of both the 
engineman and fireman of train He, 0? W M obstructed, 
the enginman aot bain$ abl& to eee the sviteh until 
within about 300 fe&t of It. ^he «$rlteh was not damaged 
and after the aooident ?ms found looked lit the side-track 
position. Owing to the construction work in progreae, 
orders had been issued requiring trains to run at low 
speed over the tr&e£ just north of vhere the derailment 
occurred, and It was eetisaated that the epeed of the train 
at the tisse of the accident vat 13 or SO miles per hour. 

About an hour before thie accident occurred, 
engine Ho. SI had pushed the construction ears over this 
cvitch into the siding. Conductor Brown ia charge of 
thie engine had operated the etfitoh, and the somber® of 



the ere* «f M i train etate positively that after thia 
pavement had been completed €enduotor Brown oloaed tho 
owltoh and looked it in sain traok position. Operator 
Ulevina uho was on duty at tho cabin near the ewiteh 
stated that *htii thia train passed hie ashin ho got on 
the pilot and rode to the ©witch* M# etood tf*ere talking 
vlth aonduotor Brown until tho care had been set out and 
stated that the conductor then threv the switch to tho sain 
track position and looked it, taking hie key from the 
loci;. fhe atjiteh lock -wm so constructed that the 
&ey could not bo withdrawn on til the switch locked. 

fhe construction arm* wm working near this 
ewitch. Hie aessietsnt foreman In charge of tMa erew 
stated that on the aominff of tho accident he had sot 
been nearer the switch then about 600 feet, tho section 
foreman hed been a.% srork *t Xl&ertan since aeven o,olook> 

and tho foreman of the extra orow atnted that ho had not 
b©ea near the cwitsh on the eotming of the accident. Each 
of the fnen knawn to have had switch keys in their poe^eeelon 
states positively that he did act le&ve this switch in the 
eida*-tr&o& position, ami vmieee som unkaetm person had a 
evlteft key i the problem &f fising the responsibility for 
this accident resolves itself into a quaetion of the 
veracity of tho mn involved. 

Thia deraii&ent vac caused by an open switch 
^hioh had been left in t?iat position by come unknown 
person* 
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Had tfeere bean a diet ant eigne! installed in 
connection with this switch it ie probable that tho 
accident would not have occurred* and in a situation of 
tfcie kind where the view of the switch for approaching 
trains is obstructed until vlthin a very abort distance 
of tho eviteh, it ia believed that a die taut signal 
ehould be installed. 

All of tha employee a involved In thia accident 
^ore experlenosd men %ith good records t and none of thoa 
w&3 irking coutrary to arty of tho provisions of tho 
houro of mrvXQft law. 


