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Bovouber 21, 101E2.

In re Investipation of Accldent on the loulsville &
Eashville H, Epp at Einerton, Ky.,. ﬁﬁptsﬁbﬂ‘r 3&; 1912,

On Septesber 20, 1912, there was & Reralluent
of & pagaenger trailn on the Loulaville & Knehwille iHall~-
rooa at Elserton, £y., vepulting in the injury of 22
pansengerd and 3 smployses.

Alter investigation, I beg to aubait the

fallowing repert:
This secident oacured en the Kentueky Division

al the Louleville & Hashville Ralipoad. A% the time of
the aecldent this part of the read was belng doubleow
trooked, and to sealst in the conatpruotion work s temporsry
swlteh bed Wsen pianced in the Crack Juast north of figerton.
The points of this switeh faced north; approashing from
the nordh thers ip a ourve %o the left of about 2% degrees
and about 1200 fzet lons:, extonding to the switoh, Ahout
J00 Toet gouth of the awiteh theore is an operatorfa eabin,
and baginning thers 1s 2 ourve to the right about 2200
feoet long. At Shiz ~oint the grading and exsavating vere
belng done by a gsonsirusilon ecommany which had twoe engines,
in uwse for opersting ballast frains. The sonduators in
sharge of these trains warc sunloyed by the Loulaville &
Rashville Rallroad Com-any, but the other Strailnmen were
eznployed by the conriwiction oompanys



- 2w

On the sorning of the acoldeny this tempovary
avltoh wae left open, and at 9150 s, m., southbound loosd
pasaenger train Ho, I7, conmlatingd an engine and $uwn
bagpage and Swo paszengey ears ruaning from Cinalnnatl to
Ynozvillae, ran into thia open switel and strusk sone empty
senstruotion osrd, The englne snd tendar vent off on the
right-hand glde of the traek and truned over on thelr left
oldes. The front tyucks of the firet baggage aar wers
derailsd but ths other thred¢ cars reuained on the traci.

A% the tims of the acoldent the westher wsae
warn and glesr, The country in the vioiniiy of the
nlage where this saccidant escurrsd As hilly and as the
gelitoh wan logeted near the end af a ourve vhich pacses
skhrough a eut about ten Toet high, the view of both the
shgplneman sad fireman of traln Ho. 37 wae obairuated,
the snginenan not balng able %o sse the switoh until
within about 200 Pfect of 1%, The awiteh war net depaged
and alter the sceldent wus found looksd in the silde~%rack
posltlon. Owing to the construction work in proprseawg,
ordsre had been imsuad requiring tralns to run at low
apeed over the track Just north of whare the derailment
ocourrud, and 1t wae estimatsd thatt ths spoed of ths traln
at the tine of the azoccldent was 12 ar 20 milee per hour.

About an hour before thiz secident occurrad,
engine Ho, 21 had pushed the construciion ears aver thin
pwiteh Anto the siding. dCondvnetor Brown in sharge of

his sngineg had operated the ewitoh, and the mexbers of
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the orew Af thia train state positively th&t\after this
povenent ka2 been aompletad Conductor Brown eloned the
switah and losked 1t in main track positien. Operator
Pleving who wad on duty at the cablin nesy the switoh
gtated that when this train paszed his osbin he got on
the pilot and rode to the switoh, He stood there talking
with Sonduotor Brown uwnitll the eare had Deen get out and
gtated that the conductor then thraw the gwitoh to the mpein
track positlion end looked 1%, eking hie key from the
look. The swviteh lock wes 2o construoted that the
kay oould sot he witldrawn until the gwitoh wae locked.

The econstrustion orew was wovking near this
puwiteh, The assietant forsmmn in oharge of thiz erew
gtated that an the morning of ithy socident he had not
been nearer the swital than sbout ¢00 feet, The saction
foreman had besn at work at Xiserton sines oeven o'olook,
and the foresan of the extra orew atated Yhat he had not
baen nesar the awilitch on the zorning of the accident. Each
of the man LZaown %@ have hnd awitsh keys in their poasesalion
ptatesn posltively that he Aid not lexve this switoh in the
gide~traok nesitien, wnd unlens eoge wEnown poveon had a
svltal Rey, the problem of flxing the responsibility for
this seclident resolvaes 1taslf into a question of the
veraclty of the men involvnd.

Thie desrailment wan caused by sn opsn switeh
whioh had been left in that position by soma unknown

DErEOn.
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Hed therd besn a distant signal instriled in
conneotion with this nwiteh 4% $# probable %hat the
gocident would not have ooourred, and in & situatlon of
this kind where the viev of the gwitel for apnroaching
rraineg iz abatructed untll within a very thort distsnce
of the eviteh, A1t 15 Lellevad that a Adletant signal
ghould be installed,

£1) of the @Mylayées invelved in thie aceident
wers exnerlenced men with good recovds, apd none of them
wag working centrary t¢ any of the provigions of the
kourg of servies lsw,



