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THTERSILTE COIWTRCE COIMISSICN

REPOR] O® 7EE DIRICTOR OF TUE BUREAT OF SAWITY IN RE
JRULSTHRADTON O AN ACCITYNT WEICH OCCIPRED ON
TER LOLISVILIE & IATTVITLE R4 ILPOAD IDAR FIAT
Ilc:, XY., OF PIRRUARY 18, 192b.

May 4, 1925.

Mg the Comwission

gn Tehruary 18, 1
callision betwearn a werk extr
the Leuigviala ¢ Nashvalls RPeilrensd near Flal Lick, Zy..
whicn resulied ~n tna dealh of one smployee and tka in-
Jury of two emnlcoyees.

G25. thers wes & rear-and
a and a £ erghv traun on

Leoecaticn end wsthod of operation

"his accident occvrrad on that part of ths
Cumburland ‘sllay Dl“lSTOH #h1zh extends b~tween Corhan,
Fy., end Norton, Va., & c.siance of 118.2 miles, wnich
111 the vieinity cf the pnlrt 0f 1rs a.cidaent 15 a double-
tracky linec ovrer wnich trairs are opessted hy Time-tablae
and train orders, no block-sisnzl system Deing 1n use.
Ths accidert occurred st a poini ahout 1 1/2 miles north
of Wiet Tick; upwrdaching from the sovrth thers 1s a
5% 30’ aurva to tha lsft having a total length ineluding
svarals of 1,817 fanu, and than a tangaent extending some
disitencs rayoend the point of accident. The accidant oc-
carced ou this tangent, 697 feet {rom the north ernd of thae
curve. ‘The grade 1. cllghily ascaading For nortanbound
treine f92 a distance of ssveral tnovesnd feet and (han
glipntly descandiny from a point 1,000 feet south of ths
point of accirdant and for a considerable distanca tayond.

The weathar was foggy at the time of the acci-
dent, which occurred at sbout 6.55 a.m.

Deascrivtion

I'orthbtound fre:ght trein extra 1538 consisted
of 50 care gnd = cahoosa, baulad by engine 1538, and was
in crarre of Conduc*or Wotkinz end Engineman Goins., It
laft Pina~i1lle, the lest opsn office, 6.85 miles asouth
of #lat Lick, at 4.45 a,m,, and st Wallsand, about
mile from Pinavilla, was dclaved by morihbound freigh
train second YNuo. 82. It finally departed from Wallsend
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&t 6.10 a.n. and was stoppad a sezond time by the flag-
man of train secomnd lNo. 82 &t asbout 6.40 a.m, et &
point aboubt 1 1,2 miles morth of Flat Lick, and 1t was
1111 standing at thie piint when ite rear end was
struck by wcrk extra 458.

Tork extra 458 consisted of engine 458, an
exXxtra engine tender, two dump cars, one ditcher, ons
spreadar, and & caboose, in ths order namesd, and was in
charge ol Conductor Lvgk and Enginemen Pannington. The
train was being operatad backing up, with the caboose
in the lsad. I¥ 1left Pinavilles at 6.15 a.m., stopped
at Jallsend, and also st Four Ifila, the last-mentioned
point being about 3.325 miles south of ®lat Lick, s&nd
then procesded rorthward, colliding with the rear end
of extrs 1038 while traveling at a sveed eatimated to
hava besn sbout 10 or 12 miles =n hour.

The caboose of axtra 1538, which was of stesl-
underframe construciion, telescoped the caboose of work
extra 458, which wos of wooden construction, demolishing
the suparstructure of the last-mentioned caboose. With
the exception of thasa caboosas asnd the spreader locatsd
naxt to the cabooss of the work sxtra, nonea of the sguip-
ment was derailed or damaged. Tha cmployee killad was
tha conductor 5f the work sxtra, who was riding in the
cupnla of the cahoose.

Summary of evidance

Engineman Roins, of extra 1538, saixd he was
flagged by the flagman of train seccond No. 82 whan the
lettar was eboat 50 car langths from the rgar end of
that train, that he stoppsd to pick up the flapman and
than proceeded, finally stopping behind the caboose at
ebout 6.40 #.m. Ha thought his train had been standing
about 10 minutes before troin seceond No, B2 procesdad,
and after scunding the whistle signal for his own flagman
to return he warted e faw minutsd to2 give him an oprortuiity
to 42 so. In the meantime Conductor Watkins had reachad
the eungine and after woating untail they thought the flag-
man had returned tos ths train ZInginsmen Noines reachad for
the throttle and was about to start the trein when the air
brakaes waora applied In emergency c£s a result of the colli-
g10n. Engineman nins said that whan his train stopped
behind tha caboonse of train sgecond No. 82 he did not sound
the whistle si1gnal for tha flagman to protect the train for
the rcason that 1t was nnt customary, since with long
trains it was difficult for whistle signals to be heard by
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the flogman, end alegd Tor the rieeon thet Flagman Rogars
WEs an ervparicnece mui cnd he did not think it neceassary
to si1pmal him to proteet the trarn., Whe 3teteamants of
Firaenru Davie a"u hedu Braxrmen 'eFarland, both of whom
wers A tna enganc, brought out uo additional facts of
1Mpdrianca.

Copdueter Jdatkinsg =aid he laft the caboose whsn
tre trein s*oppsd end hzd sone forward end wee on lhe en-
Fine wlen the acsident cecurrai, on lesving the cabinse
Po thrught tre flegman was preparang to go back t3 flsg
tnd thercfire did not piva Law any inatvucticns gbout the
rattar. On returnine to the rear of the train s{tar ths
cgci1lart Tlagman Repers t03d him he had thought thet
thare would net re any £olioving train for several minutes
end head bacome eurrossed 1n workLing on ths raliesge raport.

Tiamrman Rorers, of extoz 1538, saicd that when
recalled fror flaggiag after 1ha stop at Wallsend he had
rotaed that the nerkers on the reor of the c¢vboose waere
burniug praonerly. Snuthbrund macsanger troin Mo, Z1
hed »uesed hig train at Welleand end shertly afterwards
ne nad heard it ¢ntor the nmeuual-block territory which
begine at Firneviile =nd thoereforn thought there would not
Pa aay northhound trair unt-1 after train No. 21 had
elaar~d tha tlock. Aes goon as his train pasesd Tlat Lick
the apeed wes roduced ard he said he wrs poing to out down
snma torpadnzs bul d1d not do so &% the spead was then
irerqasad. Whon thae train firally stovped at the voint
whero the accident afterwarde »dccurred the conductor
started for the head send and Flayman ogers sai1d that as
re haf fiecured thet there would 1ot be any Zollowlng train
cut o” Tinevills uwntil after 7.15 &.m. he bepsn to work on
the milearc ramirt 1netsad of poing back to proteet his
train ty firg. Te heard the engimenan of his troin sound
ita whistle siymel rocelling hip and an tan or thrae
minutne haard the exhauvst of an engine which ha thought
wee on the southbeound track but elmigst immediately after-
varls he rsalizcd tnat 1t was a following trein, the
collisaan oceurring befora he had time to jump from the
cabings. A

o

Mlagmpar Chamlsy, of work extra 458, was riding
on the leuf.nc end of the ceboose in chargs of the back-
up hore. Ve 8a-d ha wes kecniag a z2areful wateh of thse
track shoad 214 that suddanliy 212 saw = dark object which
gt the mom nt scexed tc Yo an anprosching engine and he
sa1d thet Le at rnce rpanad thae velve wadae, callaed to the
ruen 1n ths cebooge to jum, tricd t7 give some stoo sig-
nels with hag het from the fireren's =1ds of the csboosae
Platlorm, sund lhen gnt 2fF ot & Toint about half 2 car
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length south af vhaere the eceidsnt ocetrred. s ag-
timated the svced of his train aprroacking the point of
accident 17 have baan eboutr 15 miles sm hour.

Pead Brekeaan Sawell, of work extra 458, had
gong 109 ths donr of ihe caboasa to ascertain the location
of the train ana his sttanticn was faret directed to the
preccding traia by the sound of sir cecavwing from the
bezr-up hose¢. Fe 414 nat uctice ths markers on the
cabogre 2f the mreceding troin and sstimatcd that on ac-
count of tre foz his renga of vaision was rostricted to
2boat threc car lencths.

Trrineran Pennington, of work extra 458, saad
he had shut off steam st the top of the grade and then
allswrd the troin to draift, exnecting one of the flagmen
to pet off 1n trat vicinity. Very shortly afterwsrds the
conlucter's valws was cpened and he at once nlaced the
encineran's brake valve in len nosition. Enginemsan
Pauarugtom thouskt hie train ran sn additional distance
0f 1wy or tkrea car lengths bafore ha fslt 1t strika
somathing ani seaw narl of the rabooase fall over on ths
gouthbound troel. PFireman Hoskains, who was en the fire-
men's sagqtbor l:okans zhgaa toward the caboose, saw two
men fumr from the csbooga at sbout the time the trakes
were &rmliged. The sired wos then sbout 10 or 12 miles
gr hrur and he did not thirk thore hed bsan any material
reduction in snecd Prior to the occurrsnce of the acci-
dant.

Thile tha ststaments of tha variouns employeed
differed copsaderably as to the extent of tlis rangs of
vigion tuansy seamed clearly to establish the fact that
thsre wvas & de.ise fop at the time of the mccident. With
tha cxecantiion 2Ff thse head Lragamen of g¢xtra 1538, none of
them egtiaeted the raunege of vision to have been more than
10 car langins.

Corclusions .
This accident was caused hy extre 1538 standing
on the main track witheutl propar flag protection,for which
Tlarmen Ropers :s »wrimarily responsible.

Tlagmun Angers hed heard the southbound nassen-
ger traiuy enter the menual-black tarriatory at Pineville,
and therecfore assartzd that thsre would not be &ny trein
¢lisely following hieg owy train far & considerable nerioad
of tairme, srparertly cverloeking the possibility of a train
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origrnating at scma intermediate poaint, which was the

casa 1n this instanca. For thise reason ha did not givae
nia 1rzin eny protsctiion but ramainad in the caboosa

doing some other work. The flograng rula of this railroad
18 very axulizsit in its raeguarcments &s to what the flasman
shall 45 ir case hiw train stope under carrcvnstances in
which it may wc coverteksn by a followng trein and thers
18 nr eveusa for thg failure of Plagrsn Rogers to commly
with tha ruvle, marticularly i1n view of the unfavorablae
waatler corditions existirng at the tirae. THad he taken
proner sters Tor the protcetion of his train 1t 18 pro-
babls thot this accident would not have occurrad.
Conduetrr Tatging startad for the head and of his train

a8 goorn a<e it caws *o @ gtop and 4id not know that thre
flagman wees not mrotecting tha itrain. In view of the
daense fo~, howuever, a1t i3 beliaved he 18 upen to criticiam
for not =wurning tha Fflagwan to be unusually attentaze

to the promar verformance of his duties and fsr not seek-
inz tec 1t that the flarman startesd back to protect ths
train before ne himself atarted for the haad snd.

Kot only @ad Engineman foins fail to scund the
whistle signal for his flegman to vrotset the train, but
thae statsrents of saveral of ths emnlcyeas 1ndicetsd that
for soma 1lime mest 1t has been a custom anot to obey the
rulg raquirings the sounding of this signal. #Jhile thers
18 no assvranna that oprover ohsdience to this ruls on this
occasion on the mart of the engineman would have caused
Flagmen Ropers to act di{ferently, yet the existence of
gsuzh r couditicr of non-ohediance to the rules 1s undeeir-
able to 3.y the least. Propar flag vrotsction 18 one of
tha mcst importent feetures connected with the opsration
of treins, especially in territory which is not protescted
by wlozt signals, and there can be nc excuse on the vart
of emplavres f:r farlure sirictly to obey all the requirae-
mente of the flagzing rules.

H.d an adequate block-signal system bean in uss
on this lans, this accildeant »nrohably would not hava oc-
curred, ar adecuatse avtomatic train stop cr train contral
davice would hrve prevented it.

Flarmen Chumliy hed heen ammloyed as a brakeman
abort 3 morths, the head brakeman of extra 1538 about 4%
monthe, andé the head brakgeman sf work extrs 458 about 14
ron.re, the other amployaes 1nvelvad were experiencad men.
At thae tire of the accident the crew of work extra 458
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had beyn an cuty sbout 1% hours, and the crew of extra
15678 =abcut 8 hours, prcvious to which all of these am-
Ployecs had bea. off duty 8 hours ¢r mora.

Respactfully eubmitted,
W. P. Borland,

Direztcr,
Bureau of Safaty.



