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On June BbH, 1919, there wus & hesd-end collisien
between two freight traine on the Louisville & Kashvills Rail-
road near Paxon, Temn., whioch resulted in the Jieath of four
siployeee and the Injury ef two employees, After investigation
of this sccident, the Chief of the lureau of Safoily reports as
followa:

This sacldent occurred about 17 miles nerth of
Faxon, Tenn.,, op the Paris-ilemphie Junotion Subdivielon of the
Hemphia Division, a single-treek llne. Trein movementbs are
govarned by itime table and traln orderz, nc blook signal system
being in use. Approzching the point of apeident from the south,
beginning at the statlon at FPaxon, there is 2,400 feot of tanw
gent, & l-degree gurve to the left 1,680 feet in length, them
asnother tangent about 3,000 feet in lemzgth, followed by a curve
to the left of 2 degreee about 900 feet in length,. The acei~
dent cecurred on this surve about 200 feet south of its wnoritheran
end. The grade varies from + to 13% demosnding for northbound
traine from e point about 1§ miles soudh of Faxen to & polnt
Juast north of the point of ovlllsien, a dlstanocs of approxinste=~
1y 3% miles. Aipproschlmg the point of scoldent from the nortk,
there 18 3,300 feet of tangent tragk, follewed by the surve on
whigh the asccident coourred, The pedping track st Faxon is im~
medistely north of the staztion, on the right =lde going nerth,

The westher wag oleanr.
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3guthbound mecond-gluss frelight tyain 5rd ¥o. 11b
eon2ieted of 18 oars and a caboovse, hauled by englne 969, and
wes in aharge of Conductor Clark and Englnemen iakew, em ronts
from Memphis Junotion, Ky., to Parie, Ky, It left JQuthrie, 83
miles from Paris, at 9,03 p.m,, June 24, and at Clarksville
Preight Depot, 69 miles from Paris, the grew in charge recelved
& copy of train order o, 110, giving northbound train No. 184
rights over traim Jrd Fo. 116 and reguiring trein He. 124 to
walt at 3bewart, vo miles ifrow yarls, unbtil 12.25 &.m., A%
Stewart, a copy of train order Fo, 119 wae recelved, sayling
that treln Jo. 124 would walit at Faxon, 22 mwiles from Parila,
until 12,80 a.m, Train $rd Yo, 118 passed tswars s} 12.08
B.2a, 604 8% sbout 12,23 8.m., ¢0lllded wish truim Ho, 18¢ a$
a point sbout 1} miles porth of Faxon.

Horthbound second-glass freight trainm He. 124 con-
sisted of 17 curs and & csboose, hauled b, engine 1166, and was
in gharge of Comdustor Piggs and Engineman Stevens. it left
Perle at 1l.43 p.m., £irst saving received coples of traln
orders liows 410 &nd 119, referred te above, pusesd Faxon wlth-
out stopping, and ¢ollided wlth train 3rd Ho, 118 while travel-
ing at s speed estimsted to havo beosn ebout B0 miles gn hour,

fhe boller of engl e 1166 of trein Ho. 124 wse torn
from 1ta frame and esme to rest on the right aide of the traek,
while the frame landed & few feet north of it on the zame side
0f the track. The Iiret five cars of this train were destroysd.
Angine 9569 of train 3rd Jo. 116 oams %o rest on the same side of
the traock a® ongine 1166, and wes budly damsaged. The first twe
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sars in this traln were practically destroyed, the next four
cars remeinedi intact, and the next slx cars were destroyed.
The employees killed were the englneman, fireman and head
brakeman of train Ho, 124 and the engineman of truin Jrd No.
11b.

Fireman nioks of traln 3rd Mo, 11& stated that asg
hig traln ceme around the ourve morth of the point of accldens,
& distunge of about 35600 feet, he chbserved the reflectlon of a
headlight, The snpineman hegan to work more atsam, snd ae hime
aelf bepan working on the fire, but decided to tuke another look.
He leaned out and saw the headlight ¢f the approaching train sp-
parsently aboul three tolegraph poles distunt, onlled $o the en~
ginemen arnd head bhrakemsn to jump, at Lhe same time doing se
himself. At the time he Jumped the two trulne were apparently
within a gar length of eaoh other. Fireman Hioks seld the en-
gineman applled tlie hrakee Just ae he salled to him, and sati=-
nated the speed at the time 0 nave bean about 30 miles an hour.
Afterward he ssked the condnator what tiue 1% wap, and the oone-
ductor esald 1t was 12.25 a.m,. J

Head Brekeman Pleteher, of trein 3»rd No. 115, zaid
he was slanding directly beuind the englneman. Approac ing
¥axon, he saw & headlight whioh he supposed wae that of traln
Yo. 124, walting for them 2t that polint, ngineman inkew alao
8aw 1% at the maue time and ssld, "There they are over tHhere;
let them out amd try and zo to Big .undy for 104." 7Trein XYeo.
104 i3 a first-oless train, due to pssa sig sandy, 6,21 milea
from Faxon, &% 1.02 a.n. Engineman Askew then locked at his
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wateh apd ag nearly as Hrakemen Fletcher could remember, the
time wus 12,28 s.,m, Ko saw the heaudlight flieoker snd Engineman
Askew then remarked, "They were in the sids track; what does
thet mean?®  Brakemen Fletcher sald thet he then eaw that the
koadllight waa approasghing end realised that train Ho. 124 had
leit Faxon, while at the same time the fireman callei to them

to jump, and Snglineman Askew applied the brakes &nd reversed

the engine. Brakeman Fletcher estl.ated the apeed to have been
from B0 to 206 milee an hour. Immediately after the aceldeni,
he heard the fireman sk the sonduator about the time, and the
gonduotor sald 1t was 12.23.30.

Conduetar Clark of trulrn Srd le. 1llb, wio was riding
in the oupola of the eaboose, sald that his train passed Dan~
ville, 5.9 milee from Faxon, at% 12.14 8.3., 2% whieh %ime he
and the flagman figured that they eeuld reach Faxmon by 18.88
8.,m, When about I of a mile from the point wiere the collisien
ooourred, he waw the refleotion of & headlight and thought 1%
wes the engine of train No. 124 standing at Faxon., He them
figured that his srain wouid be able %o go e Big Sandy fer
traln NHe, 104, He then felt an emergemney application af the
air brakes and saw that the neadlight of train Ho, 124 was ep~-
proaching, He ¢stimated the apeed 2t ihe time the brekee were
epplied %o have been about 30 miles ap hour, He staxrted ahead
Lipadiately after the ococllislon and wet the fireass ¢n hia way
to the rear. The fireman asked him what time it was, apd he
lecoked at nis wateh and found 1t was then 12,85 s.m., and from
this he oongluded that the zeoident cogurred betwsen l2.82 and

12.85 a.m.
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Flagman Jackson, who waB riding in the bedy of tha
gaboose, Baid that the brakes were spplied just before the
sollision ogourred, and g¢stimated the spesd at the tlxe to have
been from 26 %o 30 miles an hour. He logked at his wateh just
after getting off and aterting bagk to flug, end 1% wus then
18,23 G.m.

Conduator Digge of train Ho, 124 stated that he
compared wmtehes with hngineman Jdtevens before leaving Parls,
apd thet the two of ihem also compared thelr watchem with the
dbandard eloek and tiat the varlations in tiue ware slight,
After leaving Farie, he wes angaged in working on his reports
aad did not pay much attention to the movement of hie traim
untlil the stutlon whistle wsa sounded approaeiiing Faxon, He
reallzed that the speed wee high, but had full confideroe in the
englneman'se ability on ascount of nis long wervice and goed
record, He ild not know what time his train passed Big Zandy,
where traln 2nd Ho. 116 was nel, and was unable to glve any
egtimate a8 o0 the speed at any point between Farie and the point
of oollislon, except 1o say that the engineman wes making "goed
speed,.” He was questioned et length on this subjest and finally
said that i¢ nas in exeeegd of the 30 miles an hour permitied
Oy the time table instruoctloms. On eontinued guestioning in
regerd %o ithe speed &t the time o0f pessing the slation &t Faxzen,
he 8aid it was 50 miles zn hour. He said that when spprosching
Fazon he heard the englneman sound one long blest, followed
lanediately by one short blaet, and on looking &t hle wntch saw
that 1t wes 12,83 a.m. Under the rulese, he should bave given
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the engineman a stop signal s& scon s8 the atation whiamtle
had been sounded, provided the traln to be met was not &t the
etatlon, and the englmeman would then have unewered by one
ehort dlest, If the tralu to be mot wes already st the eta-
tlon, he was required by the rules to give the engineman s
progceed 8lgznel whioh the engineman wguld answar by twe short
blasts. Inis rule, Eo, 80-i, resds in part as follows:
"Frelght iralne approaching pesalng stdings will

sound the whistle (8ule 14-H). The engineman must

then reesive signal Trom ithe oonduocler, If slgnaled

to stop, he will answer (iule l4-a)} 1if to procesd,

he will answer [dule l4-GJ"
In tulos came, however, he did not give uny signal sz the sp=
ginsuan eounded the one ehort bimst before he had time to do
80, He ptated that the sounding of the one short blast or
step mignel by the engineman, ocoupled with the speed at whiaeh
the traln wes noving, led him to delieve that ths ongineman
had aeen traln &rdé Lo, 115 on the siding and therefore that
the walt order was fulfilled, fonsequently, he toek no im-
médiate action toward stepping his train. IHe looked sut and
#aw what he thought was an engine on the alding with ite head-
light dimwed, but which he soen disoovared was the reflestion
¢f the headlight of nie ¢wn engine on the window of the tele-
phone booth logated about 600 feet sonuth of the north end of
the psdeing track, or about 2700 feet beyond Faxon, He then
reallised thet trein 3rd Yo, 116 had not arrived znd that hinm
traln wae pesseing Faxon in vlolztion of the walt order, He
started to apply the air braues by usans of the ogondueter's

valve, but by tuat time thle had been done by the fligman,



The eaboose was nearing the north passing track ewitoh whem

he started for the brake vaulve and was at or beyond the awltah
by the time the brakes were agtually mpplied. He sald he did
not feel the brakee become fully affestive until just before
the seollipion oceurred, Om lcoking at his watoh after the
gollisfon, 1% was 12.25 a.m.

Flagman Hoadister, of train Ko. 124, heard the en~
glneman scund the station whistle, followed lumediately by the
step aignul or one snort blust, He then lef% tho oupola, where
he had been riding, weat to the rear of ths cuboowse &nd olimbed
up on the toy of 1t outside. By thia time, the englneman had
shut off steam and the smoke waa 20 denve thet he sould not cee
anything. He than desgended tv the rear platform and locked
shead from the right side, but only saw the reflectlon of the
headlight shining on u station window, He went baok inside
the oabeoss, went up inte the eupola, and on looking out of
the window, saw the reflectlen of the headlight shining omn
the window of the telephone booth. At first he thought thie
wag the simmed hemdlight of the engine of traln 3rd Ne, 115,
but wlmost immediataly reallized his error and applied the tralies
by means of the oondumotor's valve, The brakes did not seom %o
apply properly; the indigator on the alir gauge quivered for
some tine pefore golng to sero, the tlrek sesmed 1o etireteh
out, and then the speed inoressed for about & train lengths
He also eteted that ie thought ithe englneman began to work
steam, Just before the collisien occurred, the brakes peemed

%o apply fully, Immedietsly efter the acuident, he looked at
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his wetoh and it wae then 12,28 s.m, He sald the speed had
been at lemat 30 wiles an hour, while accordlng to hie figurea
his train averaged from 50 to 66 mlles an hour from Paris %o
Blg Sendy, a dlatance of 16,60 milea,

Docter Qliver, who Teached the mcene of the acaldent
on the wreek train, stated thet he heard iHead Brakeman Frotter
of train Ne. 124 make sn ante mortem stetoment that the brakes
were gpplled from the rear of the traln snd that the englneman
worked steam after they hed besn applied, TFngineman Lesley,
who sccompanied Drakemsn Tretter whille én route o the hoapital
at Paris, suld he heard Brakeman Trotter remark iwioe that he
felt the brakes going on and thaet the engineman placed hls brake
valve in the full release position and opened the ihrottle,
Thess statements were made by Brakeman Trotter voluntarily.

Jar Inspectors Lampton and Zdwards stated thet they
inspected the air brakes of train No, 124 prior to its departure
from Parle and found them %o b in good condition und in opera-
tion with one exgeption. ‘The train line was in good conditien,

Thie aocident was caused by the Lallurs of train Mo,
124 to weit at Faxon untll 12.30 s.a. for train 3rd Mo, 11D, as
directed by traim order No. 119, for whigh Conducteor Digge and
Engineman Stevens are responsible. Ho positive reamon can bhe
given for the failure of the engineman %o ohey the walt order,
That he wag not uplesp cesms 0 DO clear from the statemenis of
Brakemen Trotter, From all avallable evidsnce it would appear
that he entirely overlcoked train order No. 119. The gonduator
had not forgotten the order, but allowed the englneman to oper-



f\-., -

ate the traln ot u rate of speed greatly in sxcess of that
pormittied by time-table rule, and was not giving ths attention
to the muvement of hlam train whioh the olreumelunces demanded.
He made no attempt to utop the %raim until it bhad passed Faxen
and had pragtleally resched the end of the pasalng traek, near-
1y . of a wile beyond the station. Under train order He. 119,
his train wse required to wait until 12,20 s.m., while under
Rule 90-A, whieh reguires that at mecting points made dy time
orders for trains of the zame class, the superior train must
walt 5 minutee beyond ite sohedunles leaving time 12 the train
to be met has not arrived, it would heve had to wait until
18,55 ae.m. HBeveribeless, traln No. 124 puaped Faxoen at about
18,23 or 12.24 a.m., 8% least 9 minutes before the time at
whiech 1t shoulid have weited, 1f negessary, for train 3rd Ne.
116, For suoh negligeunce andi inattention t¢ duty, there ean
be no exouse,

Qondugter Digge was employed in 1902 and 1in Auguat,
1903, was disciesed for drinking, He wasd resmployed in De~
scmber of the Bame year andé promoted to sondwnotor in 1907,
In 1918, he was suppended for 20 days fer leaving Paris ahead
0f train He. 104 without orders, iInglneman Stevens had heen
in gervios 12 yeuars as a fireman and 23 years ap an sngineman.
His resord was e;aellant. Bath of these employees had heen om
duty lese than 2 houre after more than 20 hours off duty.
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