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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD NEAR GRANDALL, GA., 
ON DECEMBER 39, 1920. 

liarch 13, 1921. 

On December 29, 1920, there was a head-end collision 

between two freight trains on the Louisville & Nashville 

Railroad near Crandall, Ga. , which resulted in the death of 

5 employees and the injury of 2 employees. After investiga­

tion of tnis accident the Chief of the Bureau of Safety re­

ports as follows. 

Location. 

The Atlanta Division, on irhich this accident occurred, 

extends between Etowah, Tenn., and Junta, Ga. 3 a- distance of 

88,3 miles, and is a single-track line over which trains 

are operated by tire-table and train orders, no block-signal 

system being in use. Southbound trains are superior to 

trains of the same class moving m the opposite direction. 

Approaching the point of accident from the south, beginning 

at the north switch of the passing track at Crandall, there 

is a curve of 2° to the right, 440 feet in lengtn, followed 

by a tangent 1040 feet in length and a curve of 3° 30' to the 

left 675 feet m length, the accident occurred on this curve 

about 100 feet south of its northern end. North of this curv 

the track is tangent for 4,600 feet. From the passing-track 

switch to a point sone distance north of the point of ac­

cident the grade is about .6 per cent descending for north­

bound trains. The view south of the point of accident is ma­

terially restricted by woods and a cut, the walls of which 

are about 18 feet m neight. The weather was clear. 
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Description 

Northbound freight t r a m second No. 5^t, consisting of 

6 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 117 <*, was m cnarge of 

Conductor Rymer and Engineman Johnson. At North Yard, Ga., 

the crew received several t r a m orders, among which was t r a m 

order No- 35, form 31, reading as folio vs.' 
Second No. 54 eng 1174 has right over Nos. 49, 
43 and 53 engs 859, 1148 and 1 North Yard to 
Crandall. 

It left North Yard at 11,30 a.m., and on arriving at Crandall 

at 12.49 p.m. pulled m t o clear on the passing track; the 

conductor and engineman went to the station and received 

t r a m order No. 47, form 19, reading as follows 

Second No. 5it eng 1174 meet Wo, -±-9, first and 
second No. 53 engs 859, 1165 and 1314 at Tennga, 
tnird No. 53 and No. 4*5 engs 1 and 2 at South 
Et owah. 

After receiving this order the t r a m left Crandall at 13.57 

p.m., without having received any orders concerning t r a m No. 

43, wnich was an overdue tram, superior by direction, and at 

about 1.00 p.m. collided with t r a m No, it3 at a point about 

3,693 feet north of Crandall while moving at a speed esti­

mated to have been from 30 to 25 miles an hour. 

Southbound freight t r a m No. <t3, consisting of 35 

cars and a caboose, hauled by engine ll-*8, was m charge of 

Conductor P m s o n and Engineman Gurley. It left South Etowah 

at 10.15 a.m., passed Tennga, 8.6 miles north of Crandall, 

at 12„4rQ p.m., and collided with t r a m second No. 54 while 

travelling at a speed of about 20 or 25 miles an hour 



The engine and first five cars of t r a m second Wo. 54 

were derailed and considerably damaged. The engine of train 

No. 43 v?as turned over on its right side and quite badly 

damaged, while tne first two cars m this t r a m "/ere also 

derailed and damaged. The employees killed ..-ere the head 

brakeman of train No. 43 and the engineman, fireman, conduc­

tor and head brakeman of train second No. 5-±. 

Summary of evidence. 
The only surviving member of the crew of second No. 

54 was Flagman Saffell. He said that while the t r a m was m 
the passing track at Crandall he 'vas making an inspection of 
the train and that he did not see the order received at that 
point masmucu as tne conductor boarded the engine when ready 
to depart. After the t r a m had pulled out upon the n a m 
track, he closed tne passing track switch and was about to 

climb up m the cupola when the accident occurred. Flagman 

Saffell also said that if any application of tne brakes was 

made it was only a second or two prior to the accident. After 

Engineman Johnson had been removed from the wreckage he re­

marked to Engineman Gurly, of t r a m No. 43, that he had over­

looked that tram, and according to Conductor Pinson of t r a m 

No. ^3, Engineman Johnson said he had overlooked t r a m No. 43, 

that tne conductor was running the engine and that he was 

standing behind the conductor. 

Operator Mantooth, on duty at Crandall at the time of 

tne accident, delivered t r a m order No. 4t? to Conductor Rymer 

and Engineman Johnson, m e n he saw the t r a m pulling out on 



the L a m tractc at the north passing tract switch, -which is 

nearly 1,700 feet from the station, he reported its departure 

to the dispatcher. The dispatcher then inquired if t r a m 

No, -̂3 had arrived and was told that it had not ; it was at 

about this time that the wires vvent down Operator Uantooth 

said that when he saw tram second JO. 54 pulling out on the 

m a m trac£ he supposed the crew had received orders regarding 

tram Mo. 43 before reaching Crandall. 

Conclusions. 

This accident was caused by t r a m second No. 54 being 
operated against an overdue superior t r a m without t r a m or­
ders, for which Conductor Byrner and Engineman Johnson are 
responsible. 

While t r a m order No. 35 gave t r a m second No. 5-* 

right over t r a m No. 43 and several other trains from North-

Yard to Crandall, t r a m order No. 47, received at Crandall, 

provided for meeting points with all of the t r a m s mentioned 

m t r a m order No. 35 except t r a m No. *3. iVith respect tc 

t r a m No. 43, therefore, t r a m second No. 54 nad only its 

time-table rights, and inasmuch as it was an inferior t r a m 

it should have remained on the passing track until the ar­

rival of the opposing superior t r a m , which was several hours 

overdue on its time-table schedule. while it is impossible 

to advance any definite reason for the failure of this t r a m 

to wait for train No. -±3, the engineman's remarks just after 

the occurrence of the accident indicate that m some manner he 

had overlooked that t r a m . 
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Conductor Rymer was employed as a brakeman m 

August, 1009, and oronoted to conductor in February, 1919, 

engineman Johnson was employed as an engineman m 1906. 

At the time of the accident tne ere*/ of t r a m 

second No. 54 had oeen on duty about 7 hours, after 

periods off duty varying from 8 hoars to more tnan 13 

hours. Tne crew of t r a m No. 43 had been on duty about 

3 hours, after periods off duty ranging from 9-i- hours to 

approximately bS hours. 


