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IN BE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT TTHICH OCCURRED QN THE
LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD WEAR CRANDALL, GA..,
Ol DECEMBER 28, 1930.
March 123, 1931.

On Decerber 29, 1930, there was a head-end ccllisfion
tetween two freight trains on the Louisville & Nashwvalle
Railroad near Crandall, Ga., whick resultea in the death of
5 employees ard the injury of 2 employees. After investiga-
tion of tnis accident the Chief of the Bureal. of Safety re-
ports as follows.

Location.

The Atlanta Davisicn, on shich this accident occurred,
extends betveen Etowah, Tenn., and Junta, Ga., 2 distance of
88.3 miles, and 1s a single-track line over which trains
are operated by tire-table and trzin orders, no block-signal
systewm being in use. Southbound trains are superlor To
trains of the same class moving in the opposite direction.
Approaching the point of accident frcm the south, beginning
at the north switch of the passing track at Crandall, there
18 & curve of 2° to the right, 440 feet 1n lengtn, followed
by a tangent 1040 feet in length and a curve of 3° 30' to the
left 675 feet 1n length, the accident cccurred on this curve
about 100 feet south of 1ts northern end. WNorth of this curvs
the track i1s tangent for 4,800 feet. Fror the passing-track
gwitch t¢ a pcint socse distance north of the point of ac-
cildent the grade is zbout .6 per cent descending for north-
bound <rains. The view south of the point of accident i1s ma-
terially restricted by woods and a cut, the walls of shich

are about 18 feet i1n neight. The weather ~as clear.
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Descripiion
Worthbound freight train second No. 54, cemsisting of
6 cars aad a caboose, haulad by earine 1174, was in charge of
Conductor Ryuzer and Engimeman Johnson. At North Yard, Ga.,
the crew received several train orders, awong 7hich was train
crder No. 35, form 31, reading as follovs:
Second No. 54 eng 1174 has right over Uos. 49,

43 ané 53 engs 859, 1148 and 1 North Yard to .
Crandall.

It left North Yard at 11.30 a.m., and on arriving at Crandall
at 12.49 p.m. pulled 1ntec clear on the passing track; the
conductor and engineman went to The staticn and received
train order No. 47, form 12, reading as follows

Second No. 5S4 eng 1174 meet No. «8, first ard

second No. 53 engs 852, 1185 and 1314 at Tennga,

trird No. 53 and No. 45 engs 1 and 2 at South

Etowal.

After receiving this order the train left Crandall at 13.57
p.m., 7ithout having received any orders concerning train No.
45, wnich was an overdue train, superior by directicn, and at
about 1.00 p.m. collided with train No. 43 at a peint about
5,693 feet north of Crandall while moving at a speed esti-
mated %to have been from 20 to 25 miles an hour.

Southbound freight train No. 43, consisting of 25
cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 11«8, was in charge of
Conductor Pinson and Engineman Gurley. It left South Etowah
at 10.15 a.m., passed Tennga, 8.6 miles north of Crandall,

at 12.40 p.m., and colladed with train second No. 54 while

travelling at a speed of about 830 or 25 miles an hour



The engine and fairst five cars of train second No. B4
were derailed and considerably damaged. The engine of train
Wo. 43 was turned over on 1ts right side and quite badly
damaged, while tae farst two cars in this train vere also
derailed and damazed. The employses killed .~e-e the nead
vrakeman of train No. 43 and the enginemen, Tireman, conduc-
tor and head brakeman of train second Jo. D=.

Surmary of evidance.
The only surviving member of the crew of second No.
54 was Flagnan Sarffell. He said that while the train was 1n
the passing track atv Crandall he wvas making an 1nspection of
the train and that he did not see the order received at that
polnt inasmuca as the conductor boarded the engine when ready

to depart. After the train had pulled out upon the main

track, he closed the passing track svitch and was about to
climb up in the cupola when the accident occurred. Flagman
Saffell alse said that 1f any application of tne brakes was
made 1t was only a second or tweo prior to the accident. After
Engineman Johnson had been removed from the wresckage he re-
marked to Engineman Gurly, of train No. <3, tkat he had over-
looked that train, and according tc Conductor Pinson of train
No. 43, Engineman Johnson said he had overlooked train No. 43,
that tne conductor was running the engaine and that he was
standing btehind the conductor.

Operator Maantooth, on duty a% Crandall at the time of

tne accident, delivered train order No. 47 to Conductor Rymer

and Engineman Jounanson. “hen he sav the train pulling out on
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the raia Srack at the north passiag Srack switch, waich 28
nearly 1,700 feet Frcm the station, he reported 1ts depertars

train

H

to the dispatchsr. The dispabtcher when 1rguirst 1

™

No. 43 had arrived and was told that 1t had not, 1t was at

Mfantooth

H

abcut this time that the wires went down  Operate
sa1d that when ke saw train second .o. 54 pulling out on the
main tracs he supposed the crew had received orders Tegarding
train No. 43 before reaching Crandall.
Conciusions.

This accident was caused by train second No. 54 being
operated against an overdue superior train without traln or-
ders, for which Conductor Rymer and Engineman Johnson are

respensible.

While train order Ko. 35 gave train second No. 5w
right over train No. 43 and several other trains from North
Tard to Crandall, train order No. 47, rsceived at Crandall,
provided for weetiang points with all of the trains mentionec

in train order No. 35 except train Jo, 3, Witk respect Sc
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train No. %3, thersrore, train second No, 54 nad only 1is
time-table rignts, and inasmuch a3 it was ar i1nferior traln
1t should havs remained on the passing track unt2l the ar-
rival of the oppos:ing superior train, which was several hours
overdue on 1ts time-tables schedule. While 1t 18 1mpossible
to advance ary defirite reason for the farlu~e of this btrain
to wait for train Ho. 43, the ergilneman's remarks just after
the occurrence of the accident indicete That 1n So7e manmmer he

haé overlooked that train.



Conductor Rymer was employved as a brakeman 1in
August, 1009, and oproroted to conductor in Febrvary, 13818,
enginenan Johnson was employed as an engineman 1n 1806.

At the time of the acecident tae crew of vrain
seccnd No. 54 had peen on duty about 7 hours, after
periods off duty varying from 8 hoars vo more than 13
hours. The crew of train No. 43 had been on duty about

& hours, after periocds off duty ranging from 93 hours to

aprproximately 8 hours.



