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IN RE INVESRIGATIOR OF AH ACG CURRED OR
THE LEHIGE VALIEY nallBOAD, HE%R VAH WTTEN JUBRG~
TION, N. ¥., OF MAY 21, 19820,

July 15, 1920.

On the morning of May 31, 1920, there was a derailment
of s freight train, and 2 zide sollision between a passenger
train on an sdjoining track and the deralled freight train, on
the Lehigh Vslley Railroad near Yan Etten Junetion, N. Y., which
resulted in the death of 1 pessenger and £ employees, and the in-
Jury of 38 pasgsengers. After investigation of this sccldent the
Chief of the Buresu of Safety reports as follows:

This acoident oocurred on the Ithacs Branch of the Sen-
e08 Divigion, a single-track line extending hetween Van Etten Juno-
tion and Geneva Junction, N. Y., a digtance of B9.6 miles. Traine
are operated by time-table, train orders, and an auntomatic bdlook-
signal eystem. The aocldent oocurred ahnu% &,120 feet west of Van
Etten tower. Approachings the point of sooident from the west, the
grade 18 slightly sscending; the track is tangent for about one-
helf mile, followed by a 2-degree curve to the left approximately
400 feet in length. The escoldent ocoourred near the ssst end of
this curve. At the time of the mocident the weather was olear.

The freight train was made up in Van Etten yard on &
tracx Known &p Swamp 3iding, whioh parallels the Ithaoa Branch
main track. Thies track 1s tangent for nearly its entire length,
appreoximately 2,200 feet., At the west end of this eiding there is

a gwitoh which diverts trains toward the Ithaos Branch when gat
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to lead to the left, and to the Elmira and Cortland Branch, Auburn
Divielon, when set to lead to the right; 4t was get imn the latter
pogition st the time of the aceidsnt. At a point 15.4 feet east
of this switoh there is & awitch leading to the Van Etten yard
tracks at whioh the derallment ococurred.

Hestbound freight train extrs 1155, en route from Van
Etten to COortland, HB. Y., conalsted of enginee 1165 and 1162, 34
oars and & 0abooss, in charge of Condnetor Maok snd Enginemen
Hutehinson and Shevlin; this train started to pull out of Swamp
Siding between 12:16 a. m. and 12:20 a. m., and had proceedsd
about 12 oar lengths, attalning a epeed of 4 or 5 milea an hour,
when the resr brake beem of front tender truck of engine 11B55
oame down and the hanger became wedged betwevn the gusrd rall
and stogk rall, just emat of swltch leading 1o the Van Etten yard
trackas. The wheels 0of the rear tender truck of engine 1150 and
angines truck and driving wheels of englne 1162 waere deralled as
they paseed over the brake hanger, 80 that whenm the wheels on the
right slde of the tendsr and engine oams into contaot with the
tranafer rail of the yard switoh the rear end of the temder of
engine 1166 and the front end of engine 1162 wers thrown over to
the left, projeoting out far enough to obstruvet the main track
of the Ithmom Branoh, at a point 336 feet emst of automatio sig-
nal I-2872.

Bagtbound paseenger trein No. 6, en route from Buffalo,
R. Y., to Hew York, N. Y., congisted of 3 eoaches, 1 olub ear,

and 4 Pullman sleeping cars in the order named, hauled by sengine
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2069, with Condugtor Arner and Engineman Lamx in oherge. This
train left Ithaca, the last open telegraph office, at 11.43
P» Me, on tine, and at about 12.16 a, m., while running at a
Bpeed estl.sted to have been 650 miles an hour, sollided with
the derailed portion of extra 11566.

Prain No, 6 struck the eisterm of the tender of engine
11556 ebout § feet from the rear end, the engine, the firgt four
cars, end the front trucks of the fifth oar beingy derailed and
diverted toward the right or south side of the troock. BEngine
2069 remalned on the ties for a digtance of 150 feet aftar bheing
derasjled and then began to leave the trask snd ran about 200
feet before 1t oame to rest om i1ts ripght mide olear of the right
of way. The tender swung arcund at right angles to the boiler
and came to rest egalnst the boliler head. The smoklng oer #fol-
lowed the engine and csme to rest with the front end burisd nesr-
ly to the roof in the muck land, while the rear end rested upon
the track in an upright position, The Becond cosch came to rest
witn the front end resting on the track near the first coach and
the rear snd wap awung fowerde the swamp, forming & *V? with the
first ooaoh; the forward end of the second osoach a2leo struck
the fifth oar from the head end of extre 1155, The third cosch
oame to rest with the forwerd end in thé swamp and the rear end
restine op the track. The fourth car remanined upright on the
treock, The enginemsn snd firemen of train Bo. 6 were kllled.

Shortly after starting Extra 1155, Bupinerwan Hutechinaon's
attention was called to the faot that the tender was derziled by
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hig fireman and the head brakeman, and alsc by the enginemen of
engine 1162 ealling for brakes. He immedlstely applied the brskes
in emergency; he then looked beok and noticed engine 1162 wes
leaning over. At about the mame iime truin FNo. 6 struck his traln,
whilcn wae practiosnlly stopped at the time of the ocllision.

Pireman Reeves, of engibe 1156, Jjumped off the engine
as soon es he had called to the engineman thet the tender was de-
railed, but trein Ho. & was too close to be flagged hefore the
collision occurred.

EBnpgineman Shevlin of eng.ne 1162, felt his engine rid-
ing on the ties, applied the straipght sir breke, sounded the
whiglle gifpnal for brakes, called to his fireman and then jumped
off; he thought train No. 6 collided with hls train before he
Jumped.

From the evidence snd an examination of the various parts
of the brake rigging found after the deralilment, it 18 believed a
pin came out of the Lop emd of the left hanger for the rear brake
beam of the Torwerd temder truck of engine 1166, allowing the
hanger to fall down and become wedged between the guard rail and
stock rail of the switoh leading from Ven Ettlen yard to Swemp
Siding. While the cunstruction of the tendsr truck afforde a view
of the brake hanger pins, Xeye, and lugs, which are oast,on the
ander side of the bolster, they are located back of the aslde frames
of the truck, so it would be an eamsy matter to overleok s missing
key, eapeciaslly &t night, or in meking s hurried inspection of the
eguipment. This derallment ocourred at the time train Ho. 6 wes

approaching the point of soclident, and there wae noc opportunity
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for either train arew to take sny metion to prev%nt train Bo, 6

Trom striking the deralled engines.

Thig aceident was caused by fellen brake rigeging becom-
ing wedged in a guard rail, resulting in the dersilment of the
freight train, and s passenger train on an adjoining parsllel
track colliding with the derailed englnes and cars of the freight
train.

All of the employees involved in this acoldent wers men
of experlence, with good reaorda, and none of them was on duty

in violation of the hours of service law.



