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T W H I G H OCCUBBBD 0 5 
T H S IABHXGE T A l I S Y i U I L R O A D , HHAR T A B S T T E H J T 7 E 0 -

T I O B , I . T . , Off M i l 3 1 , 1 9 8 0 . 

J u l y 1 6 , 1 9 2 0 . 

O n t h e m o r a i n e ; "of H a y 3 1 , 1 9 2 0 , t h e r e w a s a d e r a i l m e n t 

o f a f r e i g h t t r a i n , a n d a s i d e c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n a p a s s e n g e r 

t r a i n o n a n a d j o i n i n g t r a c k a n d t h e d e r a i l e d f r e i g h t t r a i n , o n 

t h e L e h i g h V a l l e y R a i l r o a d n e a r V a n E t t e n J u n c t i o n , N . 7 . , w h i c h 

r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e a t h o f 1 p a s s e n g e r a n d 2 e m p l o y e e s , a n d t h e i n ­

j u r y o f 3 6 p a s s e n g e r s . A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t t h e 

C h i e f o f t h e B u r e a u o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

T h i s a o o i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h e I t h a c a B r a n c h o f t h e S e n ­

e c a D i v i s i o n , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n T a n B t t e n J u n c ­

t i o n a n d G e n e v a J u n c t i o n , S . 1* , a d i s t a n c e o f B 9 . 6 m i l e s . T r a i n s 

a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , a n d a n a u t o m a t i c b l o c k -

s i g n a l s y s t e m . T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a b o u t 3 , 1 2 0 f e e t w e s t o f T a n 

E t t e n t o w e r . A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f a o o i d e n t f r o m t h e w e s t , t h o 

g r a d e i s s l i g h t l y a s c e n d i n g ; t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a b o u t o n e -

h a l f m i l e , f o l l o w e d b y a 2 - d e g r o e c u r v e t o t h e l e f t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

4 0 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h . T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d n e a r t h e o a s t e n d o f 

t h i s c u r v e . A t t h e t i m e o f t h o a o o i d e n t t h e w e a t h e r w a s c l e a r . 

T h e f r e i g h t t r a i n w a s m a d e u p i n T a n E t t e n y a r d o n a 

t r a c k k n o w n a s S w a m p S i d i n g , w h l o h p a r a l l e l s t h e I t h a o a B r a n c h 

m a i n t r a c k . T h i s t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r n e a r l y i t s e n t i r e l e n g t h , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 , 2 0 0 f e e t . A t t h e w e s t e n d o f t h i s s i d i n g t h e r e i s 

a s w i t o h w h i c h d i v e r t s t r a i n s t o w a r d t h e I t h a o a B r a n c h w h e n s e t 



t o l e a d t o t h e l e f t , a n d t o t h e E l m l r a a n d C o r t l a n d B r a n c h , A u b u r n 

D i v i s i o n , w h e n s e t t o l e a d t o t h e r i g h t ; i t w a s s e t i n t h e l a t t e r 

p o s i t i o n a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t . A t a p o i n t 1 3 . 4 f e e t e a s t 

o f t h i s s w i t c h t h e r e i s a s w i t c h l e a d i n g t o t h e V a n S t t e n y a r d 

t r a c k s a t w h i c h t h e d e r a i l m e n t o o o u r r e d . 

W e s t b o u n d f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 1 1 5 5 , e n r o u t e f r o m V a n 

S t t e n t o C o r t l a n d , S . 7 . , c o n s i s t e d o f e n g i n e s 1 1 6 5 a n d 1 1 6 2 , 3 4 

o a r s a n d a o a b o o s e , i n c h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r M a o k a n d E n g i n e m s n 

H u t c h i n s o n a n d S h e v l l n ; t h i s t r a i n s t a r t e d t o p u l l o u t o f S w a m p 

S i d i n g b e t w e e n 1 2 : 1 6 a . m . a n d 1 2 : 2 0 a * m * , a n d h a d p r o c e e d e d 

a b o u t 1 2 o a r l e n g t h s , a t t a i n i n g a s p s e d o f 4 o r 5 m i l e s a n h o u r , 

w h e n t h e r e a r b r a k e b e a m o f f r o n t t e n d e r t r u c k o f e n g i n e 1 1 5 5 

c a m e d o w n a n d t h e h a n g e r b e c a m e w e d g e d b e t w e e n t h e g u a r d r a i l 

a n d s t o c k r a i l . J u s t e a s t o f s w i t c h l e a d i n g t o t h e V a n B t t e n y a r d 

t r a c k s . T h e w h e e l s o f t h e r e a r t e n d e r t r u c k o f e n g i n e 1 1 5 5 a n d 

e n g i n e t r u c k a n d d r i v i n g w h e e l s o f e n g i n e 1 1 6 2 w e r e d e r a i l e d a s 

t h e y p a s s e d o v e r t h e b r a k e h a n g e r , s o t h a t w h e n t h e w h e e l s o n t h e 

r i g h t s i d e o f t h e t e n d e r a n d e n g i n e o a m e i n t o c o n t a o t w i t h t h e 

t r a n s f e r r a i l o f t h e y a r d s w i t c h t h e r e a r e n d o f t h e t e n d e r o f 

e n g i n e 1 1 5 5 a n d t h e f r o n t e n d o f e n g i n e 1 1 6 2 w e r e t h r o w n o v e r t o 

t h e l e f t , p r o j e c t i n g o u t f a r e n o u g h t o o b s t r u c t t h e m a i n t r a o k 

o f t h e I t h a c a B r a n c h , a t a p o i n t 3 3 6 f e e t e a s t o f a u t o m a t i c s i g ­

n a l 1 - 2 8 7 2 . 

S a s t b o u n d p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 6 , e n r o u t e f r o m B u f f a l o , 

H . 7 . , t o H e w Y o r k , S , T . , c o n s i s t e d o f 3 c o a c h e s , 1 o l u b o a r , 

a n d 4 P u l l m a n s l e e p i n g c a r s i n t h e o r d e r n a m e d , h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 



- 8 -
8 0 5 9 , w i t h C o n d u c t o r A m o r a n d E n g i n e m a n L a r u e i n c h a r g e . T h i s 

t r a i n l e f t I t h a c a , t h e l a s t o p e n t e l e g r a p h o f f i o e , a t 1 1 . 4 3 

p. i n , , o n t i m e , a n d a t a b o u t I E . 1 6 a . m . , w h i l e r u n n i n g a t a 

s p e e d e s t i : j e t t e d t o h a v e b e e n 5 0 m i l e s a n h o u r , o o l l i d e d w i t h 

t h e d e r a i l e d p o r t i o n o f e x t r a 1 1 5 6 . 

T r a i n l o , 6 s t r u c k t h e c i s t e r n o f t h © t e n d e r o f e n g i n e 

1 1 5 6 a b o u t 5 f e e t f r o m t h e r e a r e n d , t h e e n g i n e , t h e f i r s t f o u r 

o a r s , a n d t h e f r o n t t r u c k s o f t h e f i f t h o a r b e i n p d e r a i l e d a n d 

d i v e r t e d t o w a r d t h e r i g h t o r s o u t h s i d e o f t h e t r a c k . E n g i n e 

8 0 6 9 r e m a i n e d o n t h e t i e s f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 1 5 0 f e e t a f t e r b e i n g 

d e r a i l e d a n d t h e n b e g a n t o l e a v e t h e t r a c k a n d r a n a b o u t BOO 

f e e t b e f o r e i t o a r a e t o r e s t o n i t s r i p h t s i d e c l e a r o f t h e r i g h t 

o f w a y . T h e t e n d e r s w u n g a r o u n d a t r i g h t a n g l e s t o t h e b o i l e r 

a n d c a m e t o r e s t a g a i n s t t h e b o i l e r h e a d . T h e s m o k i n g e a r f o l ­

l o w e d t h e e n g i n e a n d c a m e t o r e s t w i t h t h e f r o n t e n d b u r l e d n e a r ­

l y t o t h e r o o f I n t h e m u c k l a n d , w h i l e t h e r e a r e n d r e s t e d u p o n 

t h e t r a o k i n a n u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n . T h e s e c o n d c o a c h c a m e t o r e s t 

w i t n t h e f r o n t e n d r e s t i n g o n t h e t r a o k n e a r t h e f i r s t c o a o h a n d 

t h e r e a r e n d w a s s w u n g t o w a r d s t h e s w a m p , f o r m i n g a " 7 " w i t h t h e 

f i r s t c o a c h ; t h e f o r w a r d e n d o f t h e s e c o n d c o a c h a l s o s t r u c k 

t h e f i f t h o a r f r o m t h e h e a d e n d o f e x t r a 1 1 5 5 . T h e t h i r d c o a c h 

o a m e t o ' r e s t w i t h t h e f o r w a r d e n d i n t h & s w a m p a n d t h e r e a r e n d 

r e e t i n f o n t h e t r a o k . T h e f o u r t h o a r r e m a i n e d u p r i g h t o n t h e 

t r a o k . T h e e n g i n e m a n a n d f i r e m a n o f t r a i n B o * 6 w e r e k i l l e d . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r s t a r t i n g E x t r a 1 1 5 5 , E n g i n e i r a n H u t c h i n s o n ' s 

a t t e n t i o n w a s c a l l e d t o t h e f a o t t h a t t h e t e n d e r w a s d e r a i l e d b y 



his fireman and the head brakeman, and also by the engineman of 
engine 1 1 6 2 calling for brakes. He immediately applied the brakes 
in e m e r g e n c y ; h e then looked b a c k and noticed e n g i n e 1 1 6 2 was 
l e a n i n g o v e r . At about the s a m e t i m e train Ho. 6 struck his train, 
wnlcn was practically stopped at the time of t h e oolliaion. 

fireman R e e v e s , of engine 1156, jumped off the engine 
as soon as he had called to the engineman that the tender was d e ­

railed, but train Ho. 6 was too close to be flagged before the 
collision occurred. 

Sngineinan Shevlin of engxne 116E, felt his engine rid­
ing on the ties, applied the straight air brake, s o u n d e d t h s 

whistle signal for brakes, called to his fireman and then j u m p e d 

off; he thought train Ho. 6 collided with his train before h e 

J u m p e d . 

From the evidence and an examination of the various p a r t s 

of the brake r i g g i n g f o u n d after the derailment, it is believed a 

p i n came out of the top end of the left hanger for the rear brake 
beam of the foiward tender truok of engine 1165, allowing the 
hanger to fall down and become wedged between the guard rail a n d 

stock r a i l of the switch leading from Van Ktten yard to S w a m p 

Siding. While the construction of the tender truck affords a view 
o f t h e brake h a n g e r pins, keys, and lugs, which are oast,on the 
under side of the b o l s t e r , they are located back of the side f r a m e s 

o f the truck, so i t would be a n e a s y matter to overlook a missing 
key, especially a t night, or in making a hurried inspection o f t h e 

equipment. -This derailment occurred at the time train Ho. 6 w a s 

a p p r o a c h i n g t h s point o f a o o l d e n t , and there w a s mo opportunity 
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f o r e i t h e r t r a i n a r e w t o t a k e a n y a c t i o n t o p r e v e n t t r a i n H o . 6 

f r o m s t r i k i n g t h e d e r a i l e d e n g i n e s . 

T h i s a o o l d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y f a l l e n b r a k e r i g g i n g b e c o m ­

i n g w e d g e d i n a g u a r d r a i l , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e d e r a i l m e n t o f t h e 

f r e i g h t t r a i n , a n d a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n o n a n a d j o i n i n g p a r a l l e l 

t r a c k c o l l i d i n g w i t h t h e d e r a i l e d e n g i n e s a n d o a r s o f t h e f r e i g h t 

t r a i n . 

A l l o f tha e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a o o l d e n t w e r e m e n 

o f e x p e r i e n c e , w i t h g o o d r e a o r d s , a n d n o n e o f t h e m w a s o n d u t y 

i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e h o u r s o f s e r v i c e l a w . 


