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IR e IWY- YISATL. R OF 2N ACCLUKRY FHICH OQQUARLL UW “H¥
LEHIGH ¥ LLEY RILROA. BEaR UHTON, K, X.7
JULY 19, 1i#l@,

Septamber 12, 19180,

Om July 19, 1919, thers was & rear-end colilelon be~
tweea two extra freight irains on the Lehigh Valley Ralle~
road, mear Upten, N, Y., which resulted in thr death of
twvo smployees and InJury to one smuloyee. After 1nvesti-~
gatien of this seclident, vhieh was conduetad Jointly w»ith
the Pubdlie Servioe Commlsxion 5f the Etate of New York, the
Chief of the Burecau of 2afoty reports ae followss

Ths Buffale Divisisn of the Lehigh VYalley Rallroad,
on whish thic secldent socurred, 1s 2 double traek road
eatending between Buffale, N. Y,, and Manshester, N, Y.,
x dlstanse of 97.9 allea. Trala movemente ars governed Wy
time table, train order: trugsmitied by telochone and an
sutomatie block sigmal systes. The signals are of the
J=position, uYpper qusdrsns, norsal camger iyp#; alght ine
dlostions being red, yellov amd groea for stop, eauti-a
and glear resgectively. The blacks average about = alle
and & cusrter \n lesagth.

The socident ccowrred nbout 4 mlles east of Longwond,
. Y. PMrocetding sastwerd from lonzweod, the track ia
tangent and the grade iz undulatliag; acprosehing the point
of acocident the grade 1s desorading at the ralas of .43
for 3,87 feet, fedlowed by 2,000 feet of level irsek to
thes pelnt whers the socident aoourred] At that polnt tha
Srask 1s on a hlll aboug & feet in helght. S 1 4172
15 lacated about * miles east of Longweed stati n; Bigasl
4192 1s about 9,080 fret want of Signal 4172,

The trainsg involved in this sccld-nt were ssethound freight
extra ©l38 agd essthound freight extra 2149, both en routs
from TALft Farm, K. X., to NHanghester, K. X.

Extre 2138 eodalasted of looomotive 138, 87 loaded amd
8 smpty bex orrs and & oabooss, ia charge of Conduster
3teward and faglinessa Koleomd. It left TLIfFt Farm st
1£:01 n.n., snd arrived at Wemds, 18 miles ecast of TAfft
Farm, at 1130 s.n., wherc a defeollye car wnd plrged on
& wid end the ash pan of the locemotive was cleaned.
Extra 7138 left “ende at 2115 a.m., prooeseséing on BO, 2
eathound track, but because of the engims stesaming poorly,
was compelled te trevel at reduoed spesd. The traln had
resched & polat sbout half a mlle weat of Upton, when 1%
stakled oh ascounmt of lev steam pressurs; wialls standlng



there, with the resr ead of the train 4,880 feet exsgt af
signal 417¢, 1 was struek by extra 14§ at sbomt 3;25
.l..

Extre “149 conslisted of locomotive 2149, 32 loaded
are oars, 3 btex e~rs and a gaboocee, in gharge of Cenduater
Lehman ~ad Engimeman Freemyer. It lefs TLiffs Fara at
1100 s.a., sarrived at Wende at " {208 a.m., and departed at
2140 a.m. It warx rumning at s epesd estivate. at from
20 to 30 wiles an hour, z2nd had pasted Sigaals 4197 amd
4172, shen 1t ¢ollided with the Tear end of sxtra 2138,

The steel underfrzne caboces and 2 woodall Bov cars in
traln extrs $138 wars badly ‘ameged, while ¢ alleztasl
hoprer otasl cars wers darsiled. Eaglne P1l49 cume to rest
on 1ts left slde, across the weatiound track, tmP 20 oars
in extra 2149 vere damaged. At the $ime of the ucaldent
the weather wae fogcy.

kagineman Holooab, of extrs Z133, stated thaet while
ia plsees the foiy humg in banke, 1t wae nol hearvry spough
te obscury « xle rud switeh lighte, and he had no trou-
ble in obeery sigacls rrom TiFfSV Fars $o the polnt of
rocldent; vhen they atoppad st Uptonm Lo get up steam, he
tonld see his srbooss markers, 60 oer lengths swsy, Al-
though ke Insw the rulss vrquirtd hiz to whistle ot his
flsgmen, he wald hs 414 not do 0 and 448 not OWserve
that the flszman went back. VWhen they were resiy te de-
gsrt, he sounded the wnlstle %0 csll ln the flagman and
looked bask far a algaul. He sew the light from an approagh-
ing he-dlight and remarked to the flreman that extra 2149
wss beRind thea. Reo-lvxng Ao signals froxm the flagaan,
he sgein soundsd the whistle 0slling his in, But when he
next loxked bagk, he ssw no headlight snd eoncluded that
Enginemsn Freemyer had dimasd hin headlight ia order thsat
1t might not interfers mith vielbllity of signrle. Thea
he had sounced the shistle for the f the third time,
he matiecd the alr pressure slewly disinlshiag and eocoa
aftervards, EBrakoeman PAtLs came on the englne and reported
the collislom. MNe atxted that he Tolf Bo Jar on the on~
gine amd that the alaok of the traln waz a2t busched M
or 36 cras from ths engine. He di4 Aot kn)iw shat time it
wae when thay stopped Aenr Upten, but thought his tralm
had beon standing thers chout 10 nlnutes bafore being
strusk. He thought thst, in spite of the Tog, he sould
ha;a seen & cabotse ahg'd of him betwesn a cuarter and half
alles ny.

FPiremean Medmirk, of extrs F1l38, stated that emgine
£138 was not ateaming well asd they had %o ste: and ¢lean
the sah pon gt of bkake Shore Bridge and sleo at Weade.



They Bad been standing vest Jf Upton wsiting For clemm for
aboud 10 minu . ca when he saw the heaclight of sxtre 148,

Nsad Brakeman Demieke, of extra 138, atated the fog
var rather light sad he had Ro troubdle in seelng signals
& aistamce of half a mile. Mo s2id they stopped near
ton st 3:10 a.s. aad the traln hed besn etsnding about
alnutes before belny strwck. Ne was stendlng on the deok
of the englme looking for = signel amd sxid Be oould sse
the marksrs 5f the ¢sbeoee snd sav the hoadlight of extra
7149 approsering.

r Collsrsa, of extrs 7138, stuted that he knew
axira 140 waz dwe te follev thes from TAfFt Farw and vhea
his traln was lexviag Wende, he saw the hendlight of that
trala, He stxied that the two markers and & doek light om
ths ¢adocss were burning brightly when his train stepped
and that within two minutes ther- -fter he wenat beok with white
sAd red lanterns and torpedoss. Although he had fusees
on the asboose, he dld mot take sny with him when he went
back, as he 4ld not think the westher eonditions were sush
as to roquire thelr use. Whea he had gone bask sone dls-
tange he ssr the ll{: of a hesdlight over the hill anéd heard
the sound of sa snglae working steam, wihlsh he sntimated
wvas then adout thrse=guarters of a mile swny. Be started
swinging Als l.aterns saross the tracke, but »hen sxtea
£149 414 mot snswer his sisnels, he prosesdet back at a
fsater pacs, and 2t 2 polnt about 10 car lengths back from
the cebovaz plxecd a torpedc on the rall. He asid he heard
Eagineman Holeomb whistle him in ence, Dut he kept on geing
bugk. Hg was about 70 esr lengthe fTom the renr of his
sabpose, on the eaginemants slde of the trzek when sngine
2149 paczed him ot & spesc he ~stlmsted at 40 mlles as
hour. &¢ shouted at the englnemmn, but rtated he saw no
one o the ongloe. He stated thst Anenan Freemyer 412
A0t shat off stesm umtlil after he exploded the terpeds
and he then saw flire flying from the Wrakes. He thought
bis trein had been standling sbout 0 mlautes Defors it was
struok. He stated that after the aceldent Engloeman Free-
ayer telé him that he had » clear signzl sad 41d not look
for catre £138. Flagman Collersn stated that he sould see
as far si the first automatic signsl rsst of wheres hls train
-toipcd. vhloh »as nhﬁ:t 10 eer 1.n¥£hs ‘hend gf the loco=-
motive, znéd that whea he at the ;11&3 t
while he 414 I’i.':n'- mnucrl% est ample :]tuu
to preteet Als traia uader the sireumst-noes, he snld he
Xept walking beok from the time his Irals stopped until he
wue pagsed by extra 149 and he considered that he got
back =4 far as Be could in the time he had.

Middlp Brakeman Pitts, of extra 2138, steted thet when
the traln sto.ped west of Uptogd Be lacked st his watoh and
£t w=s 3115 a.w. Mo wae mitting in the sabeose opposite
Flagman Cellerzam, and ~1thin s alaute after the traln
atopped Fla,man Cellersn got of 7 the gebooss »ith red and



4.

whit lanterne., HMe 5 the flusman go'ng beck, then the
souad of &n engine working rstesm o-used hia to look sut
of thr cadboose door anc he eaw extra T1l4¥ approaching,
23 or £b esr leagthe away. He yelled to the eondueter
to Yum,, then ran out and fJumped off; efter plcking hise
self u,, he looked a: hle watch an?! Lt wur 3176 a.m. HNHa
thomght hileg traln hsd been st ndlag abous 7 minute: when
1t ¥ streok. He dlu n>t hear any torpeda. He atated
that the murhere an. s deck light on the orboose¢ were
burning hefors the cellision sns thought they could be
agen & dist-nee of 870 ¢ r lemgthe,

Copdue: .r Lohman, of extra -~148, egirted th 't the alr
Proks« meTe te ted mt TALLL Ferm and rlthough it ~s3 cus-
tmary for the alr brake inspettior to notify the »on;inee
nen, :ither verdelly or by » e:rd, of the numb:r of cars
with slr tr keaa working, thie vrs not done. He 2 Lo he
taok certieul - notles that the alr br kes appliasd om al)
e: ™% an the rear snd sne thet the pr ssure gruge in the
ouboo e reglstered beirveen 68 an. 70 pounds, H- s%aled
th L after decwlng TALPL Fare, the wlr br kei wers not
A, LA+d untll the stoy At fende, a' wiiich time they
o.or-ted estlafrctorily. At ssnde, he and the wmiddle
brakemsn mede an lnzpeetion of the trrin snd usnca arriv.d
At the heuc end, found fagincman Frosayer working on the
engine., Lgnal 4£9%, snet of Sende, shoved yellar and
taglnemsn ¥re.myer sald that, g2 the block was ye -,
they #ight sr well wpdt thers -nc glve extrs 2138 '8 chsnoe
to e! abesd anc they would then get s ol::r slgn-l}
therefors they mnited for femsl 4°9- to cle~r before
degpartbng. “he only elinal he notlced sftevr le.ving ende
vui -Lemml 4587, shioh indic ted cautlom. He wrs in the
a-c0cke wnd wre knoked off the sest by the shook which
follorvd the emergencoy mpiilention of the br ke-. He
mstle: LeL the spe of hiz tr in &1 30 aller sn hour,

e ~ule th t +fter the rcoldent he o bserwac Signael 4175
anc 17t . » then workin progperly, and th:t alao after
the neeldent, he howrd nglnemnn i resmyer stxte that he
hud t52 ¢lesr signals,

cRglnemsn Frecmysr, of traln extra -149, at-ted thot
belore le.ving TALFL inrg, u test Of alr br ke rme mnde
af: «lth ugh h: knew the rulex re-aulrsa that he be sdvisesd
of the number of carg la hls tr in with operatlve gir
braks g, the alr br ke inipector - l¢ ast notify hlm: it had
been - yeurs sinee the printed form for thisz purncce hed
Deen usrd., He st.-tec he hed no seession %o use the sute-
watle brekes =t eny tige Detwern TLFFT inrm and the solnt
27 secldent; h- ugea the Independent brake ln meking the
stor ot “ende wetewr clug, withiut detachlng the engine from
the tr in. he st ted thoet he knew of /9 sutomatic elgnnls
bietwesn Tt Farm ~nu the 0.int of acclaent and thest he
ani Tiremon Dartmsn called the indle tlons £ most of theae



slanals, excecting tossibly two or thr-s rt aends, sxad thet
he hon B2 pocssion to ¢all the indlcstiones to hle flremen's
attention m.or» then ones. Apurosching nde izl 42084,
»ect of the ot v pla., in le ted gautla cnd hw proceed
daEA La the +xter . "nd Logk waler., Ag he =g pulllng
g o the wat:pr plug e ¢+ * the Bsarier- on the recr end of
the evwaosar af cxtry L8, Fhl'e v & peocking rome greaes
cu.5, Conducior Lahman onme to the enclines ans #r14 he wsap
resty Lo g0, to whieh he reulled) “No uss Belng ‘n om Wurey;
extrs *1'2 hie Just 1left .nf 'f wme let them v &t sut of the
ray "¢ wapnlt huve to Yo, on the: zr-de.” %hlle they were
talkin , 2Rpnel 4 9, =t of ‘epde, olr Tvo angd thiy then
Re,:rt: , ke gratec tha they enenunter-d 2nly eclear signdls
until & ro rhlngbongvoos; R hed rlagkened spead an: wng
progee iing over the hill st o gpedd of 19 or O allvs <nd
haur, Ath ragine slicet shut of f, »hen he ¢bar rved the cau=
tion Incle tlon of =lgnal 419 ; he cslie. *he indle-tlan

9f the -3 =mdl t0 hisx Fir wen shen they we > Dpiween O @
FOT Ferek vzt of At, -nu the Tir aan acknonlecg:ed 1%, “hen
he .sesr: olgnsl 415 he enild 0ot Bee the Yr-diestion of
w4=0.1 17 ~n sogcunt of the “o.. He then croces_ad nt
@o.er-i- spee 32 & 1oint 2here he ol ser the lndlestion
of Yomil 17 mu gtnted poatilvely thet It - ¢ in ¢l-
28l on, he remsrked to the fircsmcn; *Thot mann is go N
right - len., »¢ have s ¢lear block.” He 12l hr 1" n t
silwaye cl-ek the 1kt inolec tion by the posktl: of the
bl e < ¥hen he obrérven . L.mel 417 , Re  ead th indle

¢ tion on.y by the celor of the 1light, At this tilm: the
fir-2an ~ 5 on the e of the R lne <ad he pogléd not

¢ « ~Prihay 37 n L he abssrveu the 14,01k, but hs replliedg
*~3i rl ht, g0 sh »u." ¥He them geve the en.ine gteox, bHut
st 7 oLeErang Lgml 417- he th usht he hears o grosning
nuelsr Tro, ons of the oylin.srs «néd looMed =1 th: ludricstor
te #ct L7 1t vy freoalny, then trled the #» ler,  iflanr he
tricc th: ¥ _er he locked out of th ¢:d wincow, which

ry. @pem. They +ere .. papsing throush » fog bank st thle
tiss , *8e, uw:ion lookin, through hie elearevision wlniow

in front, su: o flr, man »1 the he o of the vn,lne, an the
riahl Bend wlim, »1th » whits lrsatirn, cné -bout th  seame
timw, « 1lttlr D¢y nd the Cla,man, the roor end of extrs
t1<8. s ipmecistely cloes. the throt 1~ rac eppliec the
bracey In emergency, btut th: alr - 3id not ewrm to tzhe hol-.,
aas he When reve :ed The =n.lhne, Jusprc ‘ora on th- - eok

of vhy ceaglne, ¥ 1llrz to the flr-awn rac bpr keman to Jum.,
s "o h lenrd in hle Juapin. off by the Lrskesian orowde
iny; ht. He @llan o the naedd 4t time he applied *he
breae: »t not over -5 mllee i hour 2nc s:3¢ hils englhe wae
20 W  * car lesagthe ~ &y frow the eatooss 3f ~xtra 178,
He #% L+ he dild not hesr -0y tovps ‘0 explode andg that the
fo. priventes hia I'r o see¢in,g th flegean 'nc the r+ r end
af - xtra 1 2 soomer then B 2iw, &lthough he malnte ' ned
Lo e ule ce# the slgn-le sbove the fog.
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‘agince n Frecmyer o nte  he was ia godd uhyslesl cone
¢ition to take Dut his train on thla trl;. He 2tated that
on July 17 he reiorted for duty at “=et uffale et 116 o.m,,
asde & Irlp to ~aachepter where he had about ¢+ hours sleesn,
“ni oolled 1t 2:907% a.2., July 18, zod rent off suty st 8:48
B.%. -% 3£t shrm. Yo then went home snu went to bed at
rhatl 148 And Aot uw % 1Fi48 C,z. Cthen he le rasc st sbout
7:37 poiz. thst he =1~ second oul he soein ~rat ts bed aml wise
c«l.eex at 10380 to tnke outbl ‘xtra 2148 st 15:31 s.m.  ¥hile
sl the 43¢ he re;orted for= duty cn this trli We heac Been off
daly for sbiut 16 hours, snc st the tize > the reclcent he
e beelt 2n cuty 3 hours end -F minutes; sccorcling t2 his
$% terrRt §r Boa Ked caiy about Be houre 2lesi ln o »riod
of &b Lt +) h ure, =n. this zhount of slde; weri seour:. ia
th ce SAFferint perlong. e alstud thet % the timc he g-w
sia i 3 377 incile tlns vle r, he » : elttin. dowa ens looking
ewl "L i Llnoow. He then s3too’ u., #'arte’ the n.ines te
work, ~0¢ 1% -z s7%t.r he had sassea the sl,nsl thet ne looked
'L the ubrie tor ‘me Lrie” the ~ler,

Firasen ovlann, @ cxtr -l4P, st ted ths!l the sutomste

1o trurer wers not wero after the) left "4f7t Taras, th t thelr
Neo J1ight wae burnin. brightly when they left ‘ende and th-t,
21t W the 'o hun, rsther low, tlgnsle ooulo & sesn & dlew
tines of hrlf s Bller, He v ferlll:sr with the rule thrt ene
 Anemen wAC Cir men vxehenye the indle-time o” alinsis =1lth
age ncther nr g0 1o the” they neamed "7 signsle Letwesn “107¢
ey oame ende, but th t h+ personelly s-v only t-0 of those
al,nal: A ft r 1s ving ende, 2w ooOnly one slgnnl, evet of
1"k r ve, wrich Inoicr e ele ™. Ap ro ing Lengveod, he
herr  a_lr.zrn Freemyer eusll o yeller elon- ), but he <16 not
g L%, then isxter on, the engineasn c:11 & & cle r elonxl,
but he coule not #xy which #lynal <5 Peferres to. 2t the time
of th: secldent he wns back In thes tender, brecking cosl, sad

1¢ nt »» the 1l man or merkers 327 cxtrs P18, nor henr sny
Lo° ;e o, He retimsted the gpeed of hie train Just previ-ur to
the rgela-at «t bout & or *0 milkes n hour sndé dl: nst thiak
1t v+ 5 redveed #fore the oolilaslon.

£38ale Prrkeman b1t , of extre 2142, st ted thet ohen tley
Iafe 8PPt tary, the sruge Ln the chboure rerl-tersy about 6%
prunds. He eoule rer elgnsls sbompt /2 of » mile nw&i. hes
ke filr-t - the flramen of cxten #1058, he 2ze nbout 19 esp
len;the &n front of thelr engine =nd hle train -c2 rumndi-ge - %
bout O miler wn Bour, He & 14 : 5.1 417 was in etd. posli=
tin -fL:r the accldent.

Flagmsn ggleat n of extra “14®, a*:teqd thrt they encoun~
$er « fop soon sftur le-wvlpng TAFTE Ferm sRd At bec. me moredense
sn luzy roceeded. or vcellme ed they ser r.aning ©7F er
mile; »A hour t 'he 1lmi of he secident. He g+1d th 1 =1thin



