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In ro Investigation o accldlsnt on she Lebigh Yoiley Rallruad,
roay Slabtingben, Pn., on fuly 37, 1913,

Saptetyor 2, 1813,

On July 27, 1513, there wme o prenr-end oullislon bebwenm
tie frelaht trains, snd & pagsenge? train ran into tho wreokago,
on the Lehigh Velley Ruilroad, nsar Blatington, Pa., reselting
in the doath of 1 em . loyse and the injury of a5 pARIENZETS and
4 anployens,

Aftar lnvoutigution of this aocldent the Chief Inspeotor
of safety apysli moss aubnlts the follovwing repors:

There this aceldent vecurrod the Lehigh Violley Raollroad 1o
g double track read, eperasted undey the autamaiie Blook sign-l
gyntes, dick sionals being ugele AL $Ho point +heve the accident
ggourred Shore is a siight desgending grade $orvard the ssat, and
“he tr.ak is on o bhldty-loob £111s  Approsoling frow the reod,
giansl Ho. 1078 enn be gesn for s dlstenes of noariy & oile be-
fore 4t 19 recohed. FProoseding sastward from shds siznel, thers
ig s flve-dogrev Marve, 1400 faet in lenmgth, whiash iz followd by
« tangent of 1038 foov, «n: then thers ig a four-degrec euryo 700
foct in longin, oxbendiag 6o aiunal Ro. 1088, The collision
sgoureed zbout 100 Toet saat of thie signol. AP Bhe tlne of the
zeoldent bh ore wnn & Yight mist riziang Prom the river nesy by,
bat giznal lighes aculd be soon plainly.

Enatbounlt frelghs Sreln Exire 1081, sonsletling of an eugine,
48 gars ant & gnbooso, =itk Copaneter Moeppel and inemen ¥iller
in ehargo, lodt Mahoming yari ab 1Lil5 p.ma, July 86, on Youte o
Diatony Pas Whon thig trulo agproachsd sigoal Mo, 1062, about ten
rile ewst of Mabounlng yars , that slgnsl was in the stop poglition
ang SHo srain cute 60 o sbtop as required Wy the roles. Extrn 1841
Len meved Ioraad and spaln came B0 o abop ab 1810 a.une, Suliy
2%y ko ouboone ataniing aboud 100 feed egumab of sipnal Me. 1048,
while standlng at thod 3o0ind 14 wamo sbruck by extra 1684,

Bagtbound frei bt tralsn oxtrs 1684, sonsizting of am englne,
50 gupa and a owbooso, gich Gonouaetor ﬁiﬁﬁerlinﬂ and Fozinemen
Mulok in charge, left Habonins yard at 11:89 peste, duly 28, en
route for Jorsey CiTy, He Jeo VWhon T 48 train appreached signol
Wae 1072, that signal wee ln the osnbkon yosition, indienting thet
ska blook ahen! was ogouplods Ixtre 1684 passed that elgnol, ran
uvor L o turpedoes, pacgtod the flagmen of entra 1381, and sigasl
Hoo 10682 ‘Aleh w2 in the damger position, snd eollidsd itk uhe
e ens of extyo LUGL ab ahoud 12:28 gane, duly 27, whils rumnin
Aoa apesod of apurord-ately 10 milas per houys Coniusior Wooncel
o w§$ 0 the oibooze of ordra 1381 =% the tine of iha eollislon
wam dllad. '

A refrigerator gay an tha gubooge foulad tho veadbound Hrack,
1l restbound -asuengsy train Ros § 00llided with she wreckage of
Ly e g.rS, N0t berng wrmed of the danger im Sime 4. peroit of &
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rabterial peduction of 1ts gpeed. wga i&aaengﬁr fzaln aonsloted af
an engine, 1 amoking enr, 1 coagh, L olud oaw, 3 adeeping oars and
3 acaghospes This train wes running at a opeod of «bont 45 milos pey
hour »hen 1t aollilded with the wrookage, &% about IR18%4 a.n, The
engine waz qeraliled and the tender, amﬁﬁiﬂg enr and firgté ooach
ware Shrown %gwn the enbapiment,

Engine Miller of Extya 1881 gtated bhat he Breught his teais
o a stop Just vest of signul Hos 1062, which w:s iz the sbop posi-
wlon, and then started i albeud 3lowly, bringing {6 up nearly %o a
sraceding traine Xxtrs 1081 stood there sbout five mimutes; just
as be was reily 0 start the Sradn, the aly geunge showed thus the
precoure was falilng: ke thought 2 hoose had bursted and he told the
head brakeman to exmwine (No Bose. Just after the head brakeman
started buok, train Bo, § went jast,

Flagman Bddnger of ertra 19481 atuabed that when s traln
stopped for signel Bo, 1062 he jlace. one torpedo on the rsil ahout
gne ysil-length Boblind Hhe aoboons, and “hen the traln stardad nonin
he Mt down another torpade v .11 lengbhs frowm the first one.
The btraln moved up beyon: aiyznil 1082, the reur end being aboul

hrao gar lengbhe fron Shat si acl ohew 1% stopped $he second bine,
ahn, She flagnen afturted o wolk back as spon az bhe trein atopieds
e Grought be bad gone bool about 20 onr lenging when auhrs 1884 oune
upe Be gtated thot ko cosinewan did pot ackoowdedge his sigucl
urtll about the tive the enging struck tho $orpedoes; Le Lhought
sl stenm had Deen olmh of T ¢ on anc vhen 3he engineg »eooed him
ire was fiying from th- irivisz roela, as 1 the brsokoes wwore zeb.
T & gpeed of she train as k.0 sitw wag shout ten miles per hour.
Hr gns Sk bhroRemon jump off froa he engise, the beakopan told hinm
0 g flag Ho. B ansl he ghardicd 'medlaboly, bt had gope only a
siors dlgbans beyond vk~ Yook - oa Ho. B pmasod Nine

Bogivonan Walel af ozl 1454 0 ted Shat om the might of She

aconident tho air Dok s 9 0 27 L. b8 working on ¥ of the
30 omya of bia Styaing e L1 ... Ll rusning btesd 0F the bralkos

oo leaving Nabwsing yoar o, A, o0 Lo Dy bhe mles, Bub exgeotad

be do 8o av Ireleblor, o oooslie Woniles o Mahoning. He had

no egausion o use Lo bhrlrv, ol een Zahoning snd the oolat slere
the solllsion ceonrrai. Thr iy, ro uired thet druins ehould nod
exoesd a gpeed of 20 milos ov JLur at 2 zoad eroasiag ab Slntington,

tho lagh station oot o o a2t 0of the agcidents sSnglnensn
Velek apabed that e aiul 20 cossm g let the ensgine arift at that
solat at a speed of aboub 17 iocv a0 hours Ee then began to uso

sheum agiln, shubtsing ofr . rn - first paw the gaution afignsl; whon
taoe gngine had pesced sizn 1 OL072 hin made 8 10 o 12 pound reanotion;
hag She Sraln huw Jrocora- 17 - 9 oar lenguhe heyond that slgnel
bl spgine rum over t o ., = L3 ¥ e sas the denger algnal, the
Plagmen anl the recr en 27 i LG8 he mnde a farther requgtion
ef from 12 %o 10 pound-, .. . m “on he gaw bhe train whs aot go-
ing Lo be atogre. 4o 12 o 11X the brakes in gndxgensy, <ithe
aut relencing, roverses rrine and used stesm. (He mtated thas
She brokes 414 n 3 el ~n ¢ e.0e0te  thrm So.  He estinatod the
gpeed ¢f his Srels whem Lo ara-a e dunger sigoal ot € or 8 miles
per hours The -~anc 1.0 or 45 wmgine was elogged up so thab the
gindep eould nob Be used, 10 57 a4 ¢ shat 4P the drakez an! oinler
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bad operatsd progaciy the socidont might have Lesn averted. He
pade o axamipation af the Yrskes afyer the gollialon slithough
e collision dlad not damegs the brake eguipment on bis traln.

fiead Brakeman Ditverline of exbra 1684 stated thot he rode
on she left sids of the spgine oob from Mabhoning %o the poiad
nove the ageiient securred. Apsrosobing thst polnt ke anw ahd
aalled tho enutlon signal, an’ the enginemen ghut off atanm.
Whon the ecnglne ran ovey She turpeloas whiok ke thought ware shout
piduay betvecn the %0 bloek signals, he Bgaln oslled o the engine-~
man, who apslied the Drakess Scon afterwards he eaw the year end
of extra 1381; he onlled o the engineman mgaln, and as hiz trala
appRoached tha abtanllng drain be Junped offs After the ecillsion
sa@ugraﬁ e an.: bhe fligwan of axdra 1381 and told bism ko po flag
e %

Qoncufitor 2itierliline of exbrs 18B4 shaded that as the traln
aoroaahe) Sbhe point vhare tho socldent ceourred he notliesd dhat
Gha enginecan shut of atoog, bhe gyesd at $hat time being aboutb
3¢ mile > per hour, and -oen afvervards the brokes were apslied.
le 4id no% nosiee any farsher ppliosslon of she braken., He gtated
shat La 4ld nob aseowr & Lo acoerdadn the reasen for aslowlng down

3 Brsing oriinarily otop-ed for water at Rockdale, tho pext ata~
sicp, ani 15 woa mot unuouil e be delayod st bhal nolns., He
Limught she Sceed of Lis 3 in ot the $ime of the colliclon w.a
12 o 12 1 as yer hour.

Piromon Hothobedn of orbre 1084 stated $het Juet before the
collislon securrod bhg Jumnpet off; ke bad a Soreh In hin ind and
Lo lmmediably svardad ouwd W flag train Koe Se

Inlneren Empennooker of btraln Hoe 5 atebod Shut as olg troin
azyroached the ecne of bhoe accllent ho saw @ man »lth o *hlte 11kt
snd a man ik a urel sigm ling him do abop; he appllel tho Brukes
in ecergency, dut 3la btialn aimest lmenl tely oollided with a gar
i ich obstructod bhe -estbound tracks He stabed Shat toaln FHe. 8
wayg rasnlng ab about 45 miles ser heur and Hhat the brakes wwore in
~ood eonditlcn.

Forevan olboner of whe ¢ar ipspeotors ab ¥ahoalng pard stagad
.t hen the binkes on a %r in have been ezsmined a oy ip given
o e eninenun showing the musber of brakes working an. the mmber
nob vorking, He stated otihed brakes are gxaminsd to ses wdedher all
a7 thom ave working and that bSho plston tyawel 1z rrogserly adjusied,
and for le-ke. Blg rspgert to the ssgineman of extra 184 ahowed Lhal
slore ope SO ewps in %Lo treing on 2% the dyukes evo sorking and on
3 shoy sere not  orking.

This asoldent was oaused by follure of Engleman Wolek o obsy
aignul la‘loations, Daa Enginesan Walek applied the brakes on his
train in sine %o fnmure Shat the $roin weuld he undser ocomplete contro
ag 1% avorcachen aign.l o, 1088, the eollislen no doubt .would Lave
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baon averted, Znginemon ¥nlek had ample warning in this case
ag the oaution signal could be seen for nearly a nils and tha%
signal wee logated more Hhan 3000 fost from the gignel whieh
Indloated demgers

The rales of this r:ilvoad re-ulre that a mumadng toat of
tho brakes should be made when this traln left Mahoning yaxd.
fHad such a2 fant heron male the onginenan wouldd bave beon inf'ommed
rogarding the efficlency of the Brakes on his trzinm and would have
hesn hebter prenared 0 ogerate the Drakes properly at the joint
anere bhe golliialon doourred., Hovever, in thigh csase tho Brakes
apgera ¢ have been I vperniing oondision; the exemination mads
bhafoge thie brain left Bahoniag yard chowed thal thore wore A7
biakes in the Sraln <hie! apvlied snd releaagd praperly; and alfter
the aeciiant 4 furthar excpmination of the brakes wng mades and thon
vhe traln wae hauled to lve destination without eny repalry to tShe
brakes belng mnde. IH i belisveq, thereforg, thad had the engiino-
man uged the hrakes »Hroperly thove ould have besn ne did7iasulsy in
aontrolling bhe asyeed of the tr«in and ghopoping the btrulsn bolfore it
aoted the danveor sipmsl,. T4 ~» sars that the gond pipe opn the
engine wap elogred, bus th~ garinemnn was awre of $hip fact az he
hod worked on thig a2 »ise helsre leaving Mabonlng yard, and he
ahculd have bean prasnred 02 ghoer Mthout using sunds

Enginenan Valek hay heen in she enploy of thiz coupany for
saven years #v 8 DIirenu sn. f'or abond ofie year ag an enginaaan.

* Big vacurd was oleuls
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