
la re tmmtl&Man of acoidant on th© tebigh Valley Bailroad, 
mmv? Slatiagtea, £e#* oa 3\tly t99 1*13* 

©eptHE&er &f 1913* 
On July E7» 1015f there was a remr*»eiKl eelilsioj* between 

fc^-o freight trains, and a pa^aeag^r tr^in ran lata t&o wreekago*, 
on the fcehign Volley Railroad, near Slatlngtoa, P « M resulting 
in the death ot 1 era,, lays* md tno Injury ot w? p a ^ H e n g e r s and 
4 employe©^ 

After investigation of this eatii&esb the Chief Xsspeetor 
Qt aafoty appli ;so$s autexLtg the follovrlsg reports 

W^&r© tklj aooident oaourrod th® I»ehtgh vUilay Railroad is 
a double traok road, operated ujider the emtnnatle oloofe signal 
systen, disk ei<£sals g^iag use'!* At t&o point * 7 h e ¥ 0 the aaeident 
Geeu?red there la & alight deaoaadiag graiSe- tabard tha eaetv and 
like tr.*ok is on a thlJrfcy- L'jot fill* Appraeeoning froat; tho re«ftf 

gi„3&*i Ho. 1072 oan h& for & dietaaoe of nearly a alio bs-
foye i t is raaohed* Froee&al&$ eaatftnird fro^ this* algnalc there 
it* a flve-JLogr^o gurre, 1400 f«e* ia length, whioh ia follc-wd by 
-i tnâ osit af 103S feet, ,mi thou tfeer© is a finur̂ degreo curvo 780 
foot ia leagtn» extending to ai^nsX So* collision 
ooourrod about 100 feet e,*at of this elgnol*. At the tiae of th® 
aooident th -re two & light mint rising fs^c the river near by* 
but eign-U lights ooulti be S @ O B plainly* 

Sastbounl freight traia Es*.r* 13$lf ®amtutlm of ssn oiagine, 
4$ aars and a eabooee* *?ith Ooiaduoter Hoeppetl ami Sfcgi&eiii&n Miller 
in charge, loft Hahoziias yari at 11M6 p«m»t «*uly 38, 3?oufcf? to 
&-aton., ?u* tfhort thie tr^ia aoproaehnd sl^sal Ufa* I03&, about t®& 
nlle e*.afc of &faftoaia& * *hat signal w&m in th» stop position 
ana who truiin ossao to a atop M<iuire.d by th© rules* x̂tr-a IttSl 
V j b b moved forward and a^aiu emws to a efcop at 18s IS &*?$*, «Tuly 
C7t tho c:iboooc sbanting about 100 feet ©set of elgn^l Mo* 1062* 
•Jhile at aiming at that j?oin& i& woa atrue& by offers 1634* 

SnetbGuai froijht ti-aist o.Ttr̂  1@S4? esaeiatin^ of as engiae, 
iiO e«ra aa<i a eubooaot *dth Coa.uotor Witterlino md ^a^ias^an 
K&iek in ehargot left stahonina 7»rd at 11*59 3"uly £0, mx 
swxte for Jcraoy City* J+ Whos t .is traits approaabaa »ign«l 
tto« 107S, that sigS'il w&& In the eaut&m ^oeitlon, indientity that 
tha bloc:<. ahe^4 \ma ooettpioda Ex&su 1604 paea©d thstt nign£tZ# rsa 
uver & o torpetloea, parnod the fl«$m&n of esttra 1SB1, aâ i aigaal 
lfo+ 1062 '?hiob w&a In the '4"in̂;er positi^Av an^ eollid©4 ffith the 
reu* ml of extra 1361 at about 12;&%ra** July #7* while rumiia^ 
-t a apooii of up^roKl-'Ately 10 railoy per how* Ctoftjuotor «So«p̂ el 
1?o w.io In tho o'lboô s of sxtra. 1361 at the tliao of tha collision 

- jm8 i^ iuoa* 

A refrigerator oar <uv th^ OT*bo03© fouiod tho rveetbo"<uid track, 
mi .vostno-und "asaenger train 5 aollided with the dockage of 
ti-j'-e o-,ro, aot boasg jar-nGd of tho (Isinger ia tias %%. psT-nifc of a 



material reduetlon of it» apeod. ftoo peaengor train eoneioted of 
m engine* 1 smoking e«r» 1 coach, 1 club ear* 3 a$eeplng earn and 
3 coaches* Tois train was running at a op«©& of eheut 46 allee per 
tour #feeji it collided with the wreckage* et about 1&5 24 a«&« the 
©ngi&e was derailed and the tenderf eiiseitisg c&r ana ftrat coach were thrown down the esab^skmoat* 

Engine MiUer of Exera 1361 atated that h* brought hi© train 
to a stop' ̂ ust voot of signal No* l06St ss&leh in tho stop pool* 
tion, thou started tt aheud slowly, bringing it up nearly to a 
preceding train* fetras l^Bl stood $hcre about five wtmitooi Just 
as he was re-*3y to at«rt tho train* she air gauge showed that; the 
preossro was falling; fe© thought a itom had bureted and he told the 
head brnksieani to axilla© tho hooe* Just after the he&& br̂ icefiian 
started back, train So» fl tjoat ̂ aat» 

2Pla$a&» Bd'llager of evtra liSfll attttvd that whan his tr&ls 
etopped ?or signal <Re» hs places oa© terr/edo on the rail about 
on© arcil-length. behind th*" enboo£iey axtsi Hum tha train et^rt^d %;»is 
he jtti* down another torpedo tva. r -11 length* froa tho first one* 
Tm train laovod up heyoni signal I083f the r#tsr end being about 
hroo e&r lengths fron f/5&t si m l ;Tb«n it etapped the s&nona tine, 
i*nu th» flagon started to walk back a# goon as tho trsin a sopped* 
lh- cixnight he had ^one of-ck about 30 car lengtns -^^s ejgtsra 1384 03r.e 
up* E@ stated that tho nmiinemrm did not aeiaK*3le£ge his #lga£L 
until about the tirjg th© engine struck tho torpedoes} ho thought 
zipit steam bad been ahat off s an -xm: *-*&m ths engine paused hin 
fire mm flyiag froa th*1 -IriTl^ L o e l a f ns if tha bfiska-a vore aet* 
£ e 3$©ed of sho tr*in as tfc.t situ? tmg about tea nlioo per hour* 
«v en&- tho brokem-m ;uatp off fros tho ongiae> tha brokercm told hlaa 
to g- flo<i ilo* 5 aad he'st^rt^d I"nedijitely> but had only 4 
esort dlotunoj beyond th-* -rc-j^ - Ho* 3 eaaaed him* 

^gltmuui ?falck of ox-.:.'1 ldff4 -t*d that on the sight. of She 
accident cho air b*-:ko - e. o , / bo ̂ /orkin^ on 37 of tho 
£50 oara or hi«i tr^in; .ie ii ! . \.I nt3aniâ  t^et ©f the brskoir 
oa leaving Jfahoui v̂ yar'# a, ay the rules^ but expeotod 
tc 4o eo as 2roichl«r» c ^Ic.i LC xiiloei froci Mgthonisg* had 
no occasion t>o us© th*i br-C: « t cca ̂ aliening asd tbn ̂ oiat ^iere 
feh® collision oecnvrou, .ho .-,k,-j- rcutred that trulne should not 
o^oe^d a ot 30 d i i g ^ j o.* ; ̂ ur at a road oros^ing at Slati^ston, 
tho last station n*.t of ̂  ci"^ of the accident* Sn^lh^Jisn 
ĉla:< ot*itod that :s© a*.ua - f . ' -î sia ana let the en̂ lnei drift at that 
point at a apeod of ahcut if . j -JL:' :>,̂  hour* He then b&g&n So u^e 
staass ag!ln» abut-sin^ off r, - first sm^ th© caution al^nal; vton 
tic en^ino had pao^ed clan j 1 ^ 7 ^ ho »ado a 10 or IS pound roquet ion; 
-J;sa the train ha^ procof> \' 2 " *io oar lengths bcyoiid that eignal 
hi:* engine rsia orer to.-, ^ ̂ o. n.- h© O»a* th© danger al^gn&l* tha 
flajsjoaa. anj the rczr en ;i _ 15*51; he nnde a further re^uqtioa 
of from 12 to IS sound-,, . a .̂̂ n ise the train was not go-
in& he ato^rs^ Si.-« o -iM the brnkee in ̂ srfanoy^ -"ith-
out rsl^acis^, r^versp^ s - r»ntlino *xn«3 used steam* (Be itated ohat 
the brokej 41 a n t holi c -̂.ppotf* tbjva to* 0a'astixaatdd the 
speed of hia train vhen jarn-M lb* diin̂ or signal at S or @ siiles 
per hour* The '"aha i4re or .1=1 ̂n;;ino w @ clogged u t> so thafĉ fehc 
evader could not he u s e s 4 » .'I- -/ ,m e shat if tho bi^kcs a m ^ m-ier 



<3> 
had operated properly tbe eccidenb might; hairs boon averted* He 
nade so es^miaation of the brutees after the collision although 
ti.e collision, did not dassa©§e the brake equipment on bis train* 

Head JJrakeraan Bi&Tsex*lin© of ea&r& 1364 stated that he- rode 
on 3h© left aim of the sssgino cab from Mahoning to tbe point 
<hecre tho aoei.ent eecurred* JLppxoaeslBg teat point h© and 
<mix®4 tho ouutioa signal, sou %ho engineoaa abut off st&aja. 
Whoa the engine rata avor tb« torpedoes vhlab he thought W K ? O about 
alo^ay betvfaen the fc* block si^a&Xs^ he again oslled to tna engine-
aan, who &^?li#4 the1 brakes* Soon aftermr&s be saw the r&ar e«d 
of eactra 1381 j he called to tbe en^ineaan apiia* and m bis train 
ti.->proaohod tbe a earning troia &@ justed off* After the collision, 
oeoarrsd he an..' 6h© fl-s®aaa of oxtrs ISfii & M t o l d him t& go flaaj 

ConiUufftor 3Ltterliae of extra 1S84 stated ftbat as t h e trala 
a*>-roaohe*l fck© point 'iiora th« accident occurred he noticed that 
tbo eĵ lns&att shut ofr stoisstf the speed at that biiso b e i n g about 
30 mile* ver h s u i r , a n d ->oon aft-warda tha brakes were apylied* 
He did not nofcioa -ay further >ppXle9Ltloii of the brakee* Ee s t a t e d 
that Le did not &««esa;t 1*» a^oertitla the reason for slowing torn 

3 brain* ordinarily 3ta tv.ed for «ater at E&ekd^lef tfco aest sta
tion* a n i is v*'a. not unuouil to b # delayed at tbet point. He 
U'ougha the j^eed of Lio tr- is fit tho tl&e of the oolilclon w .a 
10 or IS ui*«.i JQV hour. 

Fireman Kothatein of ort?& 1884 atatad tb4»t Just oofaro the 
oollial.m occurred be J u n j w K i o f f * he Has a torch in bio Vmd and 
l\o i3g3edi-.1t-*ly Si.art*»d o*ut *o flag tamln 3* 

Jtagino^n grtts&nnooker of brdln Ha# § st&ted s b H t & g his train 
ap >roaobe.2 tbo . v o c n e of t h o &eol*I&at be saw a man with a Xijfct 
a n d a sian i i i b a torch sibling Msa to stop; he applied t b a br-kes 
ia eaergaiicy, but bis train almost Iffiaeal'teiy collided rith a oar 
/'lob obstructed tbe 'artbonwi track* Us st&t&d that t^aia 5 
w&n r u o n i n t s at a^out ̂  i f t i l ^ » 501* beur aad tb^t tbe brake-s "/ore ia 
;oc4 oonditioa* 

Poren,«a JSlttnox- of x.';̂  o.ir In̂ êsotos-g at Uaboaifts yari atat^d 
as .iien the bitikeo on a tr in ^ave been ezoialned a evr ia givon 

bo enjinedin shovdns the rauibav of brakes mrkisg an̂ i the m&sber 
not T o r k l n g * Ke stated sh&t braksa ar© easiEiitt®̂  to ^«thsr oil 
011 thorn are "marking a n d that tha piajtcRa travel is pro^arly adjusted, 
:mtl for iai.ks« His r©s>c2rt to the a n g i a a i a a A of extra !6#4 Qf:om'«s that 
5 i . o r o era SO c^rs In tLo ti'oluj o& S? tbe brakes '©ro rarKiaa add on 
3 t l ' O y ^ e r a n o t orking* 

Thiss asciuent *-iaa onuaod by fallttra of Engiei^m W;4.ok to obey 
aign;4l ia^ioptions* Itid Kn^ineraaa Walck applied tfte brakes on bis 
train in sime to Insure that the train w o u l d be under complete oontro 
aa it avi'roaoheu ^i^n.l l o . 1068, tbe collision no doubt -*ouId ^ve 

http://i3g3edi-.1t


(4} 
been averted* $agin©mon Walete M a octple warning In this case, 
oa th© oaution signal could he soon for nearly & all* end thai 
elgnel w&a legated1 ispra th&u 3000 foot from the signal %&lon 
Indicated danger* 

The rulos of thie railroad remlr* that a running tout of 
iha brakoa should ho .?sodo v*ĥ n &bi# train loft llahoning yard* 
Had su&h a to.it boon iiale the on^ineoan would have aeon lal'amod 
ro.̂ ardlng tho efflaioney of %b& brakos on hia ti^in aa£ wald hnve 
bees setter prepared to operate th© brokee properly at th© ?olnt 

appoK? hnvo bo<sn in operating ennditioBji tho esamination, made 
bsfoye thla trail* loft gabonlag yard sbowod that tbere £7 
brt&pa in the train *&io2 allied and released properly^ and after 
tho aooiiant a further exxnainatloa of the brakes was nad* and tbon 
*̂ he train wae hauled to Its destination without eny repair® to th© 
brjkee bolng #iade« It it* believeo, thoreforo, that had tbs en^iao-
mn used tfe® broken properly thovn ould have bo®n no dif?leult7 
aoatrolling tho ê eed of tbs* tr^ia and stopping tho tjr&in before it 
packed the donxor slanal* 1$ ^'j ear* that tbe a&nd pip® $ B tho 
engin© ws£» ©lagged, but tv* ea^iaems was aw^re of this fact as ha 
bad worked on thla «aa>i i*l:ie before leaving Mahoning yard, and fre 
sliQuld L'avo bean prepared J & ^ - J without using sand* 

Bnjginecian 7/alek hau been in sfce employ of thie oompnny for 
eeven yoare as a fIreful an-, ?o? about one year an aa^ineaan* 
Bis rooord waa ci^&r* 

i 
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