
INTERSTATE COM'JEPCE C0M,IS31CN 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR O F THE BUREAU OF S a F E T I l Ili RE INVESTI­
GATION OF AN ACCIDENT HHTCH OCCURRED OK THE LEHI3H VALLEY 
RAILROAD AT RU^flERFlELD, PA , Oil FEBRUARY 30, 1333. 

March 3, 1933. 

To the C o ^ i u & s i o n : 

Or. Feoruary 20 , 1933, t n e r e ' V c l s a r e a r - e n a c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n an e x p r e s s t r a i c ariu. t.vo U 5 o ' u e n t i r e s at R u ^ ^ e r f i e l a , 
P - l , vh ieh r e s u l t e d m the d e a t h o f 3j .x employ 3d3. T h i s ac­
c i d e n t ^d-s i n v e s t i g a t e d m ccn j u n c t i o n w i t n a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f t ne P u o l i c S e r v i c e Commission o f t he Comr. onve<J.th o f Pennsy­
l v a n i a . 

L o c a t i o n aiia u , e ^ o a o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c o u r r e a on "jiiat ^ a r t o f t h e Senec^ 
B i Y i S i o r . e x o e n a i - i c . b e t v e j n lunkhannooK ana S a y r e , P a . , a d i & -
t a n c e o f 54 r i l e s , i h i c n f o r xne Jicst }.ai"t i s a a o u o l e - G r a c e 
l i n e o v e r ?nich t r a m s are o p e r a t e d Oj t l i & e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , 
ana an au tomat i c b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem. The s i g n a l s in the 
v i o m i t j o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t are o f t ne t h r e e - p o s i t i o n , 
upper -quadran t t y p e , normal ly d i s p l a y i n g s top i n d i c a t i o n s . The 
s i g n a l s i n v o l v e d in t h i s a c c i d e n t are s i g n a l 3 431, l o c a t e d about 
800 f e e t e a s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , and s i g n a l 2411, l o c a t e d 
aoout 1-| T i l e s f a r t h e r e a s t . The p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t ,vas about 
800 f e e t eas t o f t h e s t a t i o n at RuiLiner f ie ld . Ap^roaon ing t h i s 
p o i n t f r c i the e a s t t h e r e i s a 1 - d e g r e e 35-vj&j.nu"ce c u r v e t o t h e 
l e f t aoout 3, S00 f e e t m l e n g t h , then a s n o r t tangent; , a 1-de­
g r e e 40 a .mute c u r v e t o t h e l e f t S10 f e e t in l e n g t h , 850 f e e t 
o f t a n g e n t , and a compound c u r v e t o t h e l e f t ; 3 ,300 f e e t m 
l e n g t h on va i ch t n e a c c i a e n t o c c u r r e d , at a poin t ; about 900 
f e e t froir i t s e a s t e r n ena, J7nere t n e c u i v a t u r e i s l c 1 5 " . The 
g r a d e i s l e v e l o r ver> s l i g h t l y a scend ing f o r a c o n s i a e r a b l e 
d i s t a n c e . Tne v i e 7 a c r o s s the m s i a e o i tne c u r v e s i s p r a c t i c a l ­
l y unobscured , a l t hough s i g n a l 2431 i s d i f f i c u l t t o o b s e r v e f i e . 
a d i s t a n c e on account o f t he na tu re o f tne background . The 
vea the r ivas c loudy a t t he t i m e o f tne a c c i a e n t , vhicfc o c c u r r e d 
between 5:55 and 7 :00 A. 
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D e a c r i p t i o n 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 3109 vas o e m g d e l a y e d 
on account c f t h e e n g i n e not a t eoa iag , ^ e l l , and rfien i t s t o p p e d 
w i t h i t s r e ax-end m t h e v i c i n i t y of s i g n a l 2 431, e x t r a 3108, 
v T a i c i i c o n s i s t e a o f e n g i n e 210S, aead e n g i n e 1147 and a c a b o o s e , 
c o u p l e d t o i t f o r t ^ e p u r p o s e o f a s s i s t i n g i t E x t r a 3108 .vas 
in cna rge o f Conductor Baicer ana. Engi re ' ran ucKenry , .v i th T r a v e l ­
l i n g Fireman Davenpor t a c t i n g as messenger on t n e aeaa e n g i n e . 
A f t e r pusrar.-, e x t r a 2109 ant i l i t s r e a r - e n d vvas i n the v i c i n i t y 
of t he s t a t i o n i t <»as b rougn t t o a s top ana e x t r a 2108 then 
oackea ea s twa rd cn the a.ain t r a c K t o a uater spout about 700 
f e e t e^s t o f t n e s t a t i o n , o r 380 f e e t jreat o f s i g n a l 3451 . The 
e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t e x ^ r a 31C5 s t o p p e d at t n i s .vater spout 
at aoout 6-45 k.to , ana v u i l e i t ,7as s t a i d i n g at t h i s p o i n t 
i t s r e a r eaa ?as s t ruck Dj t r a m No. 17 . 

Westbound e ; ^ r e s i t r a m bio. 17 c o n s i s t e d o f I S arail 
and e x p r e s s c a r s and 1 c o m b i n a t i o n c a i j n a u l e d Dy e n g i n e 2015, 
ana. «vas m cha rge o f Conductor P a u l and Enginei ian S n e l l e r i b e r g e r . 
I t l e f t Tunkhauiocjc at 6 ' 16 a 13., tiro nours and e i g n t r.iinutes 
l a t e p a s s e u L a , c e „ v i l l e , t i e l a s t open o f f i c e , 18.& & i l e & froir1 

R u i i c e r f l e l d , at 8:37 A . M . , ana c o l l i a e a « i t n e x t r ^ 3108 / rhi le 
t r a v e l l i n g at & speed v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d b^ t h e t o p l o j e e s at 
b e t w e e n 25 and 45 m i l e s an hour . 

S x t r a 2108 vvas d r i v e n ahead a d i s t a n c e o f a l i t t l e 
more than an engine l e n g t h . I t s caboose vas d e m o l i s h e d , the 
t e n d e r o f eng ine 1147 d e r a i l e d , and t h e cab and r e a r end o f 
the b o i l e r o f e n g i n e 1147 c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged Engine 2016, 
o f t r a m Mo. 17, vas d e r a i l e d t o the l e f t , t o g e t n e r ,vith i t s 
t e n d e r , and came t o r e s t on i t s l e f t s i d e c l e a r ox the r e s t -
bound mam t r a c & approxmra te ly 100 f e e t beyond t h e p o i n t o f 
c o l l i s i o n . The f o r v a r d t r u c k o f tne f i r s t ca r m t r a m Mo. 
17 -~as a l s o d e r a i l e d , but none o f t h e c a r s i n tn.13 t r a m *as 
s e r i o u s l y damaged, nor */as s e r i o u s da^a^e s u s t a i n e d by e n g i n e 
2016. The employees K i l l e d v e r e t h e ei&ineffian anu. f i r e m a n o f 
t r a i n 3o. 17 , t o g e t h e r v i t h a t r a v e l l i n g f i r err an h o r i d ­
i n g on the e n g i n e , t h e engmei ran ana f i r err an c f sngir.^ 1147, 
vro were aeadneadmg m t h e c a b o o s e , ana t h e b ra^e^an o f e x t r a 
3109, vho ;jas a l s o m the caboose . 

SOiffiLary o f E v i d e n c e . 

T r a v e l l i n g F i reman D&venport s a i d h i s t r a m c o u p l e d 
t o e x t r & 2109 at about 6*40 o r 6:45 k.d.t ana a f t e r push ing 
i t about f i v e car l e n g t h s the t r a m "as orougnt t o a a t o p . 
He as then o p p o s i t e a t e l e p h o n e ooc tn on tne n o r t i s i d e o f 
t n e t r a c i and g o t o f f and -*ent t o t n e t e l e p n o n e - h i l e l i s o.rn 
t r a m bacK.od t o the water spout so t n a t e n g i n e 2108 c o u l d 
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t ake w a t e r . As ne g o t o f f ne looked , back and saw Flagman 
Lynch about a c a r l e n g t h back c f the c a b o o s e . A f t e r u s i n g 
t h e t e l e p h o n e he s t a r t e d t o w a r d the head end o f e x t r a 2i.0y, 
and when about o p p o s i t e t h e wa te r tanks on the soa th s i d e o f 
the Ta in t r a c k , about 500 f e e t west o f the s t a t i o n , h i s 
a t t e n t i o n was c a l l e d t o t h e f a c t t h a t t r a i n No 17 was ap­
p r o a c h i n g r a p i d l y . PX> t h i s t i m e smoke was corning from t h e 
s t a c k , as though t h e f i r e m a n was p u t t i n g m a f i r e and t h e 
e n g i n e was a p p a r e n t l y w o r k i n g steam. He c o n t i n u e d t o watcn 
the t r a i n , e x p e c t i n g t o see i t s low down, but when i t was 
aoout o p p o s i t e s i g n a l 3431 he r e a l i z e d t h a t i t would not 
s t o p . He d i d n o t t hen n o t i c e the i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s i g n a l 
o r s ee t h e f l agman o f e x t r a 2103, n e i t n e r d i d he h ea r t h e 
engineman o f t r a m Ho. 17 sound the w n i s t l e s i g n a l m answer 
t o the f l a g m a n ' s s top s i g n a l s . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d that he 
thought Flagman Lynch had nad from 12 t o 15 minu te s m which 
t o p r o t e c t h i s t r a m . 

Conductor Baxer , o f e x t r a 3108, s t a t e d n i s t r a i n 
c o u p l e d t o e x t r a 2109 at a p o i n t eas t o f s i g n a l 2431, t h a t 
h i s f l agman s t a r t e d back at t h i s p o i n t but b o a r d e d t h e caboose 
when the two t r a m s s t a r t e d ahead. fhen t he r e a r o f e x t r a 
2108 r e c e d e d t n e w a t e r spout t h e f l agman a g a i n g o t o f f and 
s t a r t e d back. A f t e r e x t r a 2109 s t o p p e d , and e x t r a 2108 had 
uncoup led and backed t o the wa t e r spout , Conductor Baker g o t 
o f f and f o l l o w e d T r a v e l l i n g Fireman Davenpor t t o t h e t e l e p h o n e 
and he s t a t e d t h a t Flagman Lynch was then s i x o r e i g h t c a r 
l e n g t h s eas t o f t h e w a t e r spou t , t h e l a s t he saw o f t h e f l a g ­
man ne was nea r s i g n a l 3431 and s t i l l g o i n g e a s t w a r d . TNhile 
at t h e t e l e p h o n e Conductor Eaker h e a r d an e n g i n e w h i s t l e sound­
ed m acknowledgment o f t he f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s , and l o o k i n g 
eastT/cLTd saw t r a m No. 17 a p p r o a c n m g . He e s t i m a t e d i t s speed 
at the t i n e o f the a c c i d e n t t o h ^ve b een about 35 o r 40 m i l e s 
an h o u r . Conductor Baker f u r t h e r s t a t e d tna t at no t i m e d i d 
he n o t i c e the i n d i c a t i o n o f s i g n a l 2431 , e x c e p t when h i s own 
t r a m p a s s e d i t , at vhich t i m e i t was i n t he s top p o s i t i o n . 

Flagman Lynch, o f e x t r a 3108, s t a t e d t h a t a f t e r 
t h i s t r a m c o u p l e d t o the r e a r o f e x t r a 3109 and s t a r t e d t o 
a s s i s t i t , he o o a r d e d the c a b o o s e and r o d e on i t u n t i l e x t r a 
3109 s topped near t he s t a t i o n . He then g o t o f f and s t a r t e d 
back t o f l a g , c a r r y i n g wi th him a r e d and w h i t e l a n t e r n and 
a r e d f l a g , r e a c h i n g a p o i n t about 10 car l e n g t h s e a s t o f 
the wa t e r spout when he h e a r d the w h i s t l e o f t r a m No. 17 , 
which vas not y e t m s i g h t , and he s a i d he c o n t i n u e d back 
u n t i l he reached a p o i n t about s i x ca r l e n g t h s ea s t o f s i g n a l 
3431 , which was d i s p l a y i n g a s top i n d i c a t i o n , and t h a t from 
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t h a t p o i n t he gave a s top s i g n a l w i th n i s w h i t e l a n t e r n . The 
e n g i n e h a u l i n g t r a i n No. 1? was then on t h e t a n g e n t approach­
i n g t h e cu rve on flinch t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , o r w i t n i n ebout 
800 f e e t o f ^here he was s t a n d i n g , and he s t a t e d h i s s top s i g ­
n a l 7?as acknowledged wi th two s h o r t b l a s t s on t h e j h i s t l e , but 
t h a t t r a i n No. 17 p a s s e d him at a speed o f about 45 m i l e s an 
hou r , v i t h steam shut o f f and w i t h f i r e f l y m 6 from t h e w h e e l s . 
Flagman L jnch f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t he had about 10 minu te s m 
-vhich t o p r o t e c t h i s t r a i n and t h a t he w a l k e d .back at a r a p i d 
r a t e a l l the ./ay. 

F i reman Mc Car r o l l , o f eng ine 2108, s t a t e d that a f t e r 
t a k i n g water , he f i x e d the f i r e i n h i s e n g i n e and then g o t 
o f f ana went t o the c a b o o s e , b o a r d i n g the west end o f i t . On 
l o o k i n g e a s t w a r d a f t e r g e t t i n g i n s i d e t h e caboose he saw t r a m 
No . 17 a p p r o a c m n g , a t or j / es t o f s i g n a l 2431, which was d i s ­
p l a y i n g a s top i n d i c a t i o n , and c a l l e d t o t h e men m t h e 
caboose t h a t i t was no t g o i n g t o s top and g o t o f f , He a i d 
not s e e Flagman Lynch f l a g g i n g t r a i n No . 17, out s a i a he h e a r d 
t h e engineman sound t,vo b l a s t s on the w h i s t l e . 

O p e r a t o r K e e l e r , tbo l i v e s a t Rummerf l e ld , was on 
the h i g h v a y which p a r a l l e l s the t r a c k s a t the p o i n t o f ac­
c i d e n t and -vas w i t h i n 300 o r 300 f e e t o f i t at the t ime o f 
i t s o c c u r r e n c e . He s t a t e d t r a m No.' 17 ,vas q u i t e c l o s e b e ­
f o r e he n o t i c e d i t , and t h a t i n h i s o p i n i o n i t tfas t r a v e l l i n g 
at t h e r a t e o f 35 o r 30 m i l e s an hour , and p o s s i b l y more, 
w i th the eng ine working s team. He d i d not see Flagman Lynch 
o r n o t i c e the i n d i c a t i o n d i s p l a y e d by s i g n a l 2431, d i d n o t 
h e a r an> w n i s t l e s i g n a l sounded, and d i d not n o t i c e any f i r e 
f l y i n g f r o ^ t he wheels or t h e p o s i t i o n o f any one m the cab 
o f t h e e n g i n e . 

Conductor P a u l , o f t i a m No. 17, who was r i d i n g i n 
the l a s t ca r o f t h a t t r a m , s t a t e d he saa the f l agman o f 
e x t r a 2108 e a s t o f s i g n a l 2431 , on t h e engineman 1 s s i d e o f t h e 
t r a c k , t h e t r a i n p a s s i n g him at a speed o f about 40 o r 45 
m i l e s an hour; he was unab le t o e s t i m a t e how f a r the f lagman 
^vas from the s i g n a l H i s s t a t emen t s i n d i c a t e t ha t he was 
no t c e r t a i n as t o whether he saw the f l agman j u s t b e f o r e o r 
a f t e r the b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d , w h i l e h i s s t a t emen t s were con­
f u s i n g as to the t i m e vh ich e l a p s e d be tween the a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f t h e brakes and the o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , but they 
t e n d e d t o i n d i c a t e i t was a m a t t e r o f a f e * seconds , and 
t h a t the speed was no t r educed ve ry much b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d Conductor Paul f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t two c a r s nea r 
the r e a r - e n d o f the t r a i n -vere cut out a t W i l k e s o a r r e , 68 
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m i l e s from Rummer f i e ld , a f t e r -vhich a s t o p was made at P i t t s t o n , 
speed r educed a t P i t t s t o n J u n c t i o n , a s t o p made at Tunkhannock, 
and speed r educed at W y a l u s m g , t h e s e p o i n t s b e i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
60, 59 , 37 and 10 m i l e s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , e a s t o f Rummer f i e ld , and 
t h a t the b r a x e s worked p r o p e r l y at a l l t i m e s . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t 
he l a s t t a l k e d w i t h Engineman S h e l l e n b e r g e r at V i l k e s b a r r e , and 
t h a t at that t i m e he seemed t o be in normal c o n d i t i o n . 

Flagman G a l l a g h e r , o f t r a i n Mo. 17, d i d no t s e e the 
f l agman o f e x t r a 2108, bu t s t a t e d t h a t at about t h e t i m e the 
brakes were a p p l i e d Conductor Pau l t o l d him t o b r a c e h i m s e l f , 
t h a t t hey had p a s s e d a f l agman . He though t the speed o f t h e 
t r a i n ?as about 40 o r 45 m i l e s an hour , but d i d not t h i n k the 
speed nas r e d u c e d very much, and ,vas u n a b l e t o make any ac­
c u r a t e e s t i m a t e as t o how f a r t h e t r a m t r a v e l l e d b e f o r e t h e 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The l a s t ca r o f h i s t r a i n s topped o p p o s i t e 
s i g n a l 3431, and he s t a t e d tha t j u s t a f t e r g e t t i n g o f f t o f l a g 
he l o o k e d back at i t and sa.v t h a t i t was d i s p l a y i n g a s t op 
m d i c a t i o n . 

Baggages a s t e r B e c k e r o f t r a i n Ho. 17, r i d i n g in t h e 
f i f t h car from the e n g i n e , s a i d t n e f i r s t t h i n g h e n o t i c e d 
was an a p p l i c a t i o n o f t he a i r b r a k e s , f o l l o w e d by the impact 
o f tne c o l l i s i o n , a f t e r the t r a i n had t r a v e l l e d two o r t h r e e 
ca r l e n g t h s , h e e s t i m a t e d t h e speed t o h a v e been about 40 o r 
45 m i l e s an h o u r . He d i d n o t kno.v ^he tne r the engineman had 
shut o f f steam, and d i d no t naa r him sound the w h i s t l e in an­
swer t o t h e f l a g m a n ' s s top s i g n a l s . 

Road Foreman o f Eng ines Kane s t a t e d he found t h e 
t h r o t t l e open 14 n o t c h e s , wi th t h e r e v e r s e l e v e r f o u r n o t c h e s 
back from the f u l l f o r w a r d mot ion A s e c t i o n o f the cab 
b r a c e was b e t t'een the l a t c h ana. h a n d l e o f t h e t h r o t t l e m 
such a way t h a t the t h r o t t l e c o u l d no t be moved, v h i l e t h e r e 
were no marks o f any k i n d on the t h r o t t l e t o i n d i c a t e t ha t 
i t had been s t r u c k o r s c r a p e d by any o b j e c t . In h i s o p i n i o n 
the p o s i t i o n o f the t h r o t t l e and the r e v e r s e l e v e r , wi th t h e 
t r a i n v m c n t h e eng ine was h a n d l i n g , <"vould i n d i c a t e a s p e e d 
o f 50 o r 55 m i l e s an hour . 

A i r Brake I n s p e c t o r Burgess s t a t e d tha t a t about 
9 :30 A . M . he found the b rakes s t i l l a p p l i e d on n i n e o f t he 
c a r s m t r a i n Mo. 17. He a l s o found thj , t a l l a n g l e c o c k s 
./rere in p r o p e r p o s i t i o n ana a l l o f the b r a k e s cu t m . The 
a i r brake hose was t h e n u n c o u p l e d b e t w e e n the f i r s t f o u r c a r s 
t o see i f t h e r e flas an> i c e , out no m a i c a t i o n - a s found o f 
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l c e o r f r o s t . Tne f i r s t c a r Was p a r t l y d e r a i l e d and damaged, 
and tne r e m a i n i n g 13 c a r s were h a u l e d t o a s i d e t r a c k , where 
a t e s t was made of t h e a i r b r a k e s o f the f i r s t 12 c a r s , t h e 
l i s t 4 c a r s no t o e m g t e s t e d on account o f damage s u s t a i n e d 
at t h e heaa end of t h e 13th c a r . The t r a i n was then h a u l e d 
t o S a y r e , a d i s t a n c e o f 27 ^ l l e s , where a t e s t was made o f 
the l a s t 4 Ca . r s . These t e s t s snowed tha t t h e f o u r t h c a r 
f rom t h e e n g i n e naa a p i s t o n t r a v e l o f 11 i n c h e s , and t h e 
12th car had a p i s t o n t r a v e l o f 9 i n c h e s , and the 14th a 
p i s t o n t r a v e l o f 8^ i n c h e s , t h e p i s t o n t r a v e l on a l l t h e 
o t h e r c a r s v a r i e a f rom 5 ^ t o 8 i n c h e s . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

Th i s a c c i d e n t was caused by the f a i l u r e o f Eng ine -
man S h e l l e n b e r g e r , o f t r a m Mo. 17, p r o p e r l y t o o b s e r v e and 
obey au toma t i c s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s , and by t n e f a i l u r e o f 
Flagman Lynch, o f e x t r a 2108, p r o p e r l y t o p r o t e c t h i s t r a i n . 

The re i s n o t h i n g t o i n d i c a t e t h a t Engineman S h e l l e n -
b e r g e r saw the a top i n d i c a t i o n s d i s p l a y e d by s i g n a l 2431, and 
t h e r e i s a d i s p u t e as to whe the r he acknowledged t h e f l a g ­
man's s top s i g n a l s . But r e g a r d l e s s o f t h i s l a t t e r f a c t , the 
t e s t i m o n y o f t n e t r a m c r e v o f t r a i n No. 17, i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
t h e b r a k e s were no t a p p l i e d u n t i l the e n g i n e was w i t h m a 
few c a r l e n g t h s o f t h e c a b o o s e o f e x t r a 3108. The v i e w 
a c r o s s the i n s i d e o f the c u r v e i s g o o d , and i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 
t o a s s i g n any r ea son why e i t h e r Fi reman N o d o l i n o r T r a v e l ­
l i n g Fireman Fox f a i l e d t o m a i n t a i n a l o o k o u t and o b s e r v e t h e 
i n d i c a t i o n o f s i g n a l 2431 o r see the c a b o o s e o f e x t r a 2108. 

The f l a g g i n g r u l e o f t h i s r a i l r o a d r e q u i r e s t h e 
f l agman t o go bacx a s u f f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e and t h e r e put down 
t o r p e a o e s , o r i f a t r a m approaches b e f o r e t h a t d i s t a n c e i s 
r e a c h e d , t nen t o put down t o r p e d o e s at o n c e . 

Flagman Lynch , a c c o r d i n g t o n i s own e s t i m a t e had 
10 minutes at n i s d i s p o s a l i n .n ich t o p r o t e c t h i s t r a m , b u t h a d 
r e a c h e d a p o i n t o n l y aoout 1,050 f e e t f rom t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t at tne t ime tne e n g i n e o f t r a m Ko . 17 p a s s e d him. 
I t i s o b v i o u s e i t n e r t h a t ne d i d not go bacx p rompt ly o r e l s e 
went back v e r y s l o w l y . Flagman Lynch a l s o f a i l e d t o t ake 
any t o r p e d o e s a i t n mm, and t n e r e f o r e was unab le t o comply 
wi th t ha t p a r t o f r u l e 99 r e q u i r i n g t h e use c f t o r p e d o e s i f 
a t r a m approacnes b e f o r e t h e f l agman has gone back a s u f f i ­
c i e n t d i s t a n c e . Flagman Lynch a l s o showed v e r y p o o r j u d g ­
ment i n u s i n g h i s w h i t e l a n t e r n m g i v i n g t h e s top s i g n a l 



- 7 -

when he had w i t h him a r e d l a n t e r n and a l s o a r e d f l a g , i t 
i s not b e l i e v e d t h a t the s top s i g n a l he says h e g a v e .7as 
o b s e r v e d by the engmeman, but i f Engineman S h e l l e r i b e r g e r 
d i d o b s e r v e i t , i t i s e n t i r e l y p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e use o f the 
w h i t e l a n t e r n may h a v e caused him t o m i s i n t e r p r e t t h e na tu re 
o f t ne s i g n a l which <vas g i v e n . 

Conductor Baker was m p o s i t i o n t o know what t he 
f lagman was d o i n g but s a i d t h a t the l a s t t i m e he saw him he 
was m the v i c i n i t y o f s i g n a l 3431 and s t i l l w a l k i n g e a s t ­
ward . Flagman Lynch i n h i s s t a t emen t i n d i c a t e s tha t t r a i n 
Wo, 17 must have been q u i t e c l o s e by the t ime he r e a c h e d 
the s i g n a l , and in v i e w o f t h e t ime ffhich e l a p s e d and the 
sho r t d i s t a n c e c o v e r e d by t h e f lagman, i t i s apparen t t h a t 
Conductor Baker e i t h e r kneff t h e f lagman viras g o i n g back s l o w ­
l y o r e l s e d i d not pay any a t t e n t i o n t o him u n t i l j u s t b e ­
f o r e t r a i n No, 17 approached . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t aga in c a l l s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e ne ­
c e s s i t y f o r some form o f au toma t i c t r a m c o n t r o l f o r the 
p r e v e n t i o n o f a c c i d e n t s -vixen f o r any reason an engmeman 
f a i l s t o o b s e r v e or obey s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s , had such a 
d e v i c e been in o p e r a t i o n at t h i s p o i n t t h i s a c c i d e n t un­
d o u b t e d l y wou ld no t have o c c u r r e d . 

A l l the e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d .vere e x p e r i e n c e d men; 
a t 3 t h e t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t they had been on duty from 82 "to 
15^ hours , a f t e r o f f - d u t y p e r i o d s r a n g i n g from 8^ hours t o 
s e v e r a l days . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t t ed , 

H. P BORLAND 

DIRECTOR. 


