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Degember 12, 1912.
In re Investlzntion of sccident on the Lehtgh Valley

Ballrood, af Hoaet's Ferry, Pa., on Qetcber
27th, 191z,

e iy gy I rym, e Akl VIR <

On Detober 27th, thore ads & rezr gnd eollislon

hetween tws frelgat trols on the Lehigh Valley Hailrond, at

Hemetla Yerry, Poe., roculcdng 100 the deasth of cae gmileyee
and tae injury of oue Lresgadsol.

After favertipeticn § beg to gsubmit the Tollow-
Ing pemart:

£t dometls Zgrre whe Lenlsh Vaelley Rollrowd Lo -
deoxwle Srees llne ranadng eagt ond west zloag the aorthern
Fone of tha Juawelonwn dlr r; the grade belng procticslly
level, I eellilslcn ocesurrea sinest oppesite the atetion
at Hanett, Ferry, on . T-rt ~aiwmts curve,

On tiils 1lne tv L1v ap» everttsd under fthe bloek
systert, #ki a .a0me Ao tle black signrl of the twoe-ars,

k3

loway quadranl, seng horo 4

ve i loeated 1122 feet euo
of the peint «here v ccuwdent cecurred., 5 HMstent sionad
ef the 2isz2z tyoe L8 lecaved gboat cus aile ozt of the hon
sipgnel.

Neatebeun: fpoaght Wy extra 1687, symbel train
Wel, 1aft Puelerton, Pa., 3% L2138 &alle, on the dibe =7 ke
coclident, ith Conluetor dallarher ang Dnglnessa Loughor
in ehargs, the tr in senslstin; of an engine snd 24 locded

Cullly



-

Thie train stopped for water and to ke gome re-
pairs to the engine at Falls, Paey, and shile 1t wag thers
went-dound freight trala extra 1686, symbol traln advance
JE=1, econsistisg of an englne srd 26 cars, with Conduetor
0tDeonovan wnd Inpinessn florce in ohierge, enne up and was
flegied by FPlaguen Belliager of extes 1687, Extra 1687 sr-
rived of Logeyrille, 30 milop wast of Falls, at 5857 w.m.,
snd stopned for ater, Heve & hot jaurﬁalfﬂggtha FiftEh ear
Trom e recy wvar Jdlgecvoered snd the Journal box wis repack=l,
Thiz trein e alse svertaizen Rt Lucryvlille by extza LEAG,
Eotra LGA7 left Locayelllo at 5:57 z2.me  Shovrtly asfterrerin
Conmncter Gallagher foand thet the journsl was aguin het, and
ho decldee Lo set out the car atb dozet's farry, 3 gieilon
14 milen wert of Lzceyvllle, There was a dease 0g, W 400
ing that wha englnuan would be unebla to gee o sl nnl fe-a
the cabocoey, Condueirr Gullaghor spplied the brokas Trom the
oLy aad of tho tealne «& Tthe trein a2lowed down Plogmen
Bollingar aropased of 2 wnd started back to preotect the trcin,

Yhen tie trails cuae to & ztog Juct wect of the ate-
tion, L. wonductor sent forward to set out the car wltiy the

et journcl. This ecar «ocs auoub opposlte the entronce ta the

gido=-troen, and in order to rlace it on the sifing L% sus

a8

aceeasary e haek the troln a short dlgtance. The hiesd tradn-

Nan, 20 nha bean rliing on the engine, sturtea toward the

rasr end of the train Lo iy o1t the reazon for the stos, ond

anen e ewde slthin opwoking lisbtence the comivctor Informed
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him of whut had cecurrad and told hia to signol the enginemun
to hack up. The traln wus boeczed & phoprt distance snid the
comduchtor wayr about $0 wsko the cut wshen the collision
oocurred. Conucter Gallaghor stated thet about gix minutes
elupend between thie tise when the tewin Tirst stonped at Hewet's
Foprr and ine tine shen the cellislion cecurred, Conluctor
Gallisgher gstazted that he notleces that the steam wes shut off
as 1636 sovroackhed, md 2o Leuri a short blust of the whistle
Jugt helope the ecollisi-n necurred,

Flugasn Bellinger ctaoted that ofter the conductor
hae copplled the braker ho Jdropred off, at &130 a.m. by his
seten, before the trin stoonea, ond storted back to fleg, corry-
ing torpedogs anu one red v od ~ne shiite lanterns, He stnted
thst ¢n asepcunt of the wnce 1 an was uneble to mes extrs
1636 and oy account o8 tas welce Jrom an easte=pound freipht
troin whieh wap sossing e L vt cur the gspgrerehin, traln.
e ptated that hen he zos 2 o0 Trom the eabocse he gtartod
to run bae Lo the aL: 2 Y ~he lr.ek, and shen he sosehoed s
selnt about enipgite the o~ o lrnel he sow extrs 1686 caly o
short diatonee awvey anu > 1.1 asorcoebinge He stated he iilc
not hove tiloe to ploes torewc~ on the rell, but he gwung Lis
lantern and Jumnel o o ~1:0 5F she troek. He did not see
the englinenun wnd hics fi-- 1 . »el seknowlodged, 4z the
gnrglie nossed hila, Flo s n "ailliger threw bds wnégﬁ\lﬂntera
up in fromt of the enslin 27w, 22 ha gsw the doéf 1y open,

He st.ted thot e he:r rl_aul faoleated gtop. Englaemen
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erce of euntra 1646 did not revcognize or heed this signal,

The eollisicn cccurred at sbout 6135 a.m. Inglne
1686 was overturned, and the cabooss of extrs 1687 and gevarzl
cars In troins extras 1687, 1626 and 7.3 aust, which was
nassing at the time @ the collision, a2 well sz & coy which
gtood on & stutlion siding, were desteoyed by the eolliaien
and Ly 8 fire wnlel followed,

Bagloesan Plorec of gxtre LE86 wan pinned in the
wrcekage for sbout 3 hours, Englneman Dougher stated that
after the colllsion seeurred he wment heex and endgavoeres to
extricite Tnglneran Jlerco, and falked #i¢h hiz under the
evgling for about t.0 hours. He stuted thot emginean Plerce
88l a¢ hbed f3llen wgloep Juat pefore the eolliszion. Cone
ducter O0¥Deonovan estlroted the spaed of extrs 1686 st 25 to
32 milas cer hour. The Conductor and Plagnman of tiile train
stated thnat  ftor leaving Laceyville they hesrd sngineman
Moreo give the opistle sigael for & highway ¢rcsaing 2bout
1.3/ 21los erct of the point vhere the aceldent ccourred, but
they noticed ne recueticn in speed snd felt no application of
the brekes untll fust before the colllsion, when they theught
the engineaan stut off stecd.

Reutt Tralnman Birainghsm of extrs 1686 vode 1n the
enring on the left slde of the esh from Laceyvlille to Henetfs
Ferry. He st.ted taut the dlstent slgnsl wap 8t cautlon and
the home signal Just ewst of Homet!s Ferry wan at denger.
ile gt tad that enginewsn Pleroe did not recognlze elither of

these signula, and Lhe ande noeffort te agoertsin the reasen
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tharefor, He stated that e sar Flaguen in the middle of
the trzek just opposite the home slgnal, and he called to
the englneman; the Engineman shut off stoam ond zpplied the
brakes after paseing the flagman but was ahle only to roduce
the spesd from abent 35 zlles an hour to between 20 and 30
miles an hour shen the collislien ocourred.

The engine hauling extra Ho. 1636 was of thse
Heotherhubbard ty-e snu the fireman en this type of engine
eannot goanunieste with the engilneman without going from the
rosr of the engine to the englneman's gub, which is nearly
up te the froat end of tho loconetive. (Bome locowmotivas ef
this tyne are eculpped with spesklag tubes), Pireman Hlank
of extrs 1086 stated he zuw the Pirct signal after lsaving
Lacoyvllle aml it was cleopy., He stoted thet he did not lack
for cther signale zs he ..r <nsy with hisz fire wntil the
gollislen oceurred, e st.tue bl cugineman Plerce sounded
the vhistle fer the hijhisny crr 3312, enst of Homet's Ferry
and that the Iagineasn sbut o7 steem just before the
esllision occurved, but o .i: sot notice any applleatien of
the brakes,

None of the cauliorecr ilnvelved in thls aceldesnt was
on duty eentrary to any of theo arovisions of the hours of
service low. Enginencn ?lerce b been on duty 7 hoursz and
20 mimates, alfter a norisy oflf wty of 41 hourz and 13 mlmtes.

Thie eeceldent oo coused by the failure ag\enginc-
san Merce of extre l68é to obrorve and chey the indieatian§_

of the sutomatle signuls, cne Lo his fallure to obey rule 517,
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requiring that "in foggy or storay weather, vwhen signals cane-
fnct be ssen plainly, the slgmals must be approsched cantiously
po that engincers snd treainmen csn seo and interpret them
corroctly, elseys hesring in mind that safety ip of grestoer
Lxrortance then nmaking ti-e.® Enginenan Pleres stuted
himsell that he had fallen ualeep.

The aeciaent might heve been averted in asplite of
nginen Ploreets dereliction ef duty had Head Trsinmuen
Birninghen properly performed his duty, A vroper regérd for
the safp operation of the trsdn shoeuld hnave prempted Trainnen
BiTainghas to call Lnginewen Flcreels sttentiom teo the cuue
tien znd stop mignals shich he parsed without recogniring, and
had he commniested with Fogyinepan Plerce when he pagsed e
exutlion signal he might hRave arouced him in tims to cvert the
secldent,

The evridence indicotes that Plagesn Bellinger had

gone beelk only abeut az for ts the home signel, 1122 feet fron

whare the colliston oceurred. Acgording to Conductor Seliczherta

stotenent, zix alautsz elapsed between the time when the traln
came %o a stop ant the tinme when the eollision cccurred, I
Plagman Bollinger hagd gone back s: far az he might haveo gone in
this pericd of tize before extrs lé86 passed him, and uzed
torpedowy ne recuired by the rules, he might have srovsed the
Engineaen in time to avert the collision.

This seeldont agoin cellys attenticn te the necesplty

For the use of some autosetic train gsontrol device that wlll
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{intervene to prevont an aceldent of this character sghen an

Enginezsn fails to perform his iuty properly.




