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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY 
I N RE INVESTIGATION CF AN kCC7\:.Jrp ZZLCV, OCCURRED 
CN THE LEHIGH VA-LEY EA.ILROAD N2Ail GENEVA JUNCTION, 
N . Y . , ON CCTCBER 5, 1&<J5. 

January 14 , 1926. 

To t r e Commicr: on: 

Cn Oc tober 5, 1925 , t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t of a 
p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on the L e h i g h V a l l e y R a i l r o a d near 
Geneva J u n c t i o n , N . Y . , a s , a r e s u l t o f a c o l l i s i o n w i t h 
an a u t o m o b i l e a t a c r o s s m g ^ e s u i t i n g i n t n e d e a t h of 
two t r a v e l e r s on the h ighway and the i n j u r y of one 
t r p v e l e r on the h i g h w a y . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the I t h a c a Branch o f 
t h e Seneca D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n Van E t t e n Junc­
t i o n and Geneva J u n c t i o n , N . Y . , a d i s t a n c e of 59 .5 m i l e s 
i n t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a 
s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by 
t i m e - t a b l e , t r a m o r d e r s , and an a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l 
sys t em. The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t a. p u b l i c s t ate-^highway 
c r o s s i n g , which c r o s s e s t h e r a i l r o a d t r a c k a lmos t a t 
r i g h t a n g l e s a t a p o i n t pbout 2 ,000 f e e t eas t o f Geneva 
J u n c t i o n , t he r a i l r o a d t r a c k e x t e n d i n g from w e s t t o e a s t 
and t h e h ighway f rom n o r t h t o sou th . The t r a c k i s 
t a n g e n t f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e i n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n , 
w h i l e t h e g r a d e f o r westbound t r a m e i s about 1 p e r c e n t 
d e s c e n d i n g . 

A p p r o a c h i n g the r a i l r o a d f rom the south on t h e h i g h 
way the v i e w o f t h e t r a c k t o w a r d the e a s t or E i g h t i s 
p r a c t i c a l l y u n o b s t r u c t e d ; t h e h i g h w a y , h o w e v e r , c u r v e s 
t o t h e l e f t j u s t b e f o r e i t c r o s s e s the t r a c k . T h e r e I B 
a s t a t e h i g h \ a y c r o s s i n g s i g n on t h e e a e t b i d e o f the 
h ighway 335 f e e t f rom the t r a c k , l e a d i n g "DANGER* R . R . 
300 FT AHEAD". Double l i n e s a r e p a i n t e d a c r o s s t h e 
h ighway w i t h l e t t e r s " R . R . " a t a p o i n t 300 f e e t f rom 
t h e t r a c k , and 200 f e e t south o f the t r a c k t h e r e i s 
another s i p n u ^ m t e d a c r o s s the h i g h w a y , f o l l o w e d by 
o t h e r p a m c c d a i a g o n a l marks , w h i l e at a p o i n t 50 f e e t 
south of t h e t r a c k and a l s o on t h e e a s t B i d e o f t h e 
h ighway i s l o c a t e d a s t a n d a r d r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g warn ing 
r e a d i n g "RAILROAD CROSSING LOCK CUT FOR THE CARS". The 
c r o s s i n g , h o w e v e r , i s n o t p r o t e c t e d by watchman or g a t e s 
nor any form o f a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l s t o warn t r a v e l e r s on 
t h e h ighway o f t he approach o f t r a i n s . A t a p o i n t about 
250 f e e t south of t h e t r a c k a d i r t r o a d l e a d s o f f the 
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highway t o w a r d trie r o r t h e a s t and c r o s s e s t h e r a i l r o a d 
t r a c k a t a ^ o i r t 325 f e e t e a s t o f U i e r e t h e s t a t e h i g h ­
way cr- i jj a s t s n d a i d r a i l r o a d c r o s E i n g d i s k 
marked ' ' R . R . " i s l o c a t e d on the ea s t s i d e o f t h e d i r t 
r o a d a t a p o i n t 235 f e e t south of the t r e c k , and t h i s 
d i s k Can p l a o he seen "by t h e d r i v e r of a nor thbound 
a u t o m o b i l e t r a v e l i n g on the main h i g h w a y . 

The wea the r was c l e a r and i t was dusk a t t h e t ime 
o f t h e a c c i d e n t , wh ich o c c u r r e d a t about 6.27 p .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Westbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m IJo. 9 c o n s i s t e d of one 
c o m b i n a t i o n ba£ga: ,e and m a i l c ^ r , one c o r b i n a t i o n coach , 
two Pullman c ^ r e , one snokm^: c r , zno c o a c h e s , one 
Pu l lman c a r , one d i n i n g c a r , and t h r e e Pul lman c a r s , m 
t h e o r d e r named, h a u l e d by e n g i n e 2057, end was m cha rge 
o f Conductor Ba ldwin and En^ ine ron C a l l a n . T h i s t r a m 
p a s s e d Van E t t e n J u n c t i o n f t 5 .10 p . m . , 52 minu te s l a t e , 
and on r e a c h i n g the h ighway c r o s s i r ^ , w h i l e t r a v e l i n g 
a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e beervfween 40 and 4 5 i m i l e s 
an hour t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e e n g i n e was s t r u c k b y an 
a u t o m o b i l e a t the gangway b e t r e e n t h e e n g i n e and t e n d e r . 

The a u t o m o b i l e i n v o l v e d , a F o r d t o u r i n g c a r , 
o c c u p i e d by t h r e e S t a t e t r o o p e r s , b e i n g d r i v e n by S t a t e 
T r o o p e r Erockman, was p r o c e e d i n g n e r t n on the s t a t e 
h i g h w a y . I t p a s s e d a nor thbound a u t o m o b i l e , wh ich was 
s t a n d i n g on t h e d i r t r o a d , south o f t h e t r a c k and j u s t 
i n t o c l e a r of t h e h i g h w a y , w a i t i n g f o r the t r a i n to 
p a s s , and s t r u c k t h e e n g i n e of t r a m Itfo. 9 w h i l e t r a v e l ­
i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e b e e n about 30 or 35 
m i l e s an hour . 

The a u t o m o b i l e was d e m o l i s h e d and t h e f o r c e o f t h e 
impact b r o k e o f f t he s t e p a t t h e gangway be tween t h e 
e n g i n e and t ende r on t h e l e f t s i d e , w n i l e one p a i r o f 
t he r e a r t e n d e r - t r u c k w h e e l s was d e r a i l e d at a p o i n t 40 
f e e t w e s t o f t h e c r o s s i n g . I n t r i e c o n d i t i o n t h e t r a i n 
t r a v e l e d about 2 ,203 f e e t , a t which p o i n t the r e a r 
t ende r t r u c k becar .e e n t i r e l y d e t a c h e d arid t n e f i r s t f o u r 
c a r s m t h e t r a m w e r e d e r a i l e d ; t h e s e c o r e , h o w e v e r , 
r e n a m e d p r a c t i c a l l y u p r i g h t . T - e pa r sons k i l l e d w e r e 
the two S t a t e t r o o p e r s who v/^re r i d i n g m t h e automo­
b i l e w i t h S t c t e T r o o p e r Brockiran. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

Fireman Rommell s t a t e d t ha t when h i s t r a m was 
a p p r o a c h i n g t h e h ighway c r o s s i n g he was s i t t i n g on h i s 
s e a t box l o o k i n g ahead t o o b s e r v e s i g n a l s . Ke g l a n c e d 
t o t h e l e f t when the e n g i n e was about 100 or 150 f e e t 
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f rom the c r o s s i n g and e j the a u t o m o b i l e a p p r o a c h i n g t h e 
c r o s s i n g f r o n the south e t pbout the same r a t e of speed 
t h e t r a m was t r a v e l m ^ 5 tne a u t o m o b i l e c o n t i n u i n g and 
runn ing i n t o t ne l e x t s i d e ot xne e n g i n e . I m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t e r the a c c i d e n x ne jumped o f f h i s s ea t b o x , cros3ed 
o v e r m the cab and m i o r m e d the engmeman of what had 
happened , whereupon the engmeman a p p l i e d the a i r b r a k e s . 
F i reman Rommell s a i d that the e n g i n e w n i s t l e had been 
sounded f o r the c r o s s i n g and t h a t t h e e n g i n e h e a d l i g h t 
was b u r n i n g b r i g h t l y , as was a l s o the c a s e w i t h the 
h e a d l i g h t s o f t h e a u t o m o b i l e . 

Engineman C a l l a n s t a t e d t h a t he made an a i r - b r a k e 
a p p l i c a t i o n about £ m i l e e a s t o f the c r o s s i n g and r e ­
l e a s e d t h e b r a k e s j u s t b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g , 
p r e p a r a t o r y t o f u r t h e r r e d u c i n g the speed th rougn Geneva 
J u n c t i o n ; t he w h i s t l e was sounded f o r t he c r o s s i n g when 
about m i l e e a s t o f i t , and t h e a u t o m a t i c e n g i n e b e l l 
was r i n g i n g and t h e h e a d l i g h t b u r n i n g b r i g h t l y . When 
Fi reman Hommell came a c r o s s the cab and i n f o r m e d him 
o f t he a c c i d e n t t he e n g i n e was b e t w e e n t h e c r o s s i n g and 
the b r i d g e spanning Seneca R i v e r , t he ea s t end o f t h i e 
b r i d g e b e i n g ' 1 , 1 0 0 f e e t w e s t o f the c r o s s i n g , and he a t 
once made a f u l l s e r v i c e a i r b r a k e a p p l i c a t i o n , deeming 
i t unneces sa ry t o r a k e an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n on 
account o f the r e s u l t a n t shock and n o t knowing %t t h i s 
t i n e t h a t any p a r t o f the t r a i n had been d e r a i l e d . 

Conductor B a l d w i n s t a t e d t h a t on h i e a r r i v a l a t 
t h e head end o f t h e e n g i n e a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t t h e head-
t i g h t was b u r n i n g and tne a u t o m a t i c e n g i n e b e l l s t i l l 
r i n g i n g ; he a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e e n g i n e w h i s t l e had been 
sounded f o r t h e c r o r e m g and that a l l t he c a r s i n t h e 
t r a i n w e r e l i g h t e d . The t e s t i m o n y o f t h e o t h e r members 
o f t h e c r e w b r o u g h t out n o t h i n g a d d i t i o n a l of i m p o r t a n c e 
i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the a c c i d e n t . 

Mr. F r e d A . H a r t r a u f t , a merchant of Geneva , who 
was an e y e w i t n e s s t o t h e a c c i d e n t , s t a t e d t h a t he was 
t a k i n g h i s f a n i l y f o r an a u t o m o b i l e r i d e on t n e day of 
t h e a c c i d e n t . On c r o s s i n g the main l i n e o i t h e L e h i g h 
V c l l e y r a i l r o a d , t h i s c r o s s i n g b e i n g l o c a t e d about 1,200 
f e e t south o f the c r o s s i n g on t h e I t n a c a Branch where 
t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , hiB w i f e and b o y saw t h e t r a m 
a p p r o a c h i n g . Mr . H a r t r a u f t c o n t i n u e d n o r t h w a r d and 
b r o u g h t h i s a u t o m o b i l e t o a s t op south of the I t h a c a 
Branch c r o s s i n g on t h e d i r t r o a d , j u s t c l e a r o f t h e mam 
h i g h w a y , t o w a i t f o r t h e t r a i n t o pass. S h o r t l y e f t e r -
wards The Ford t o u r i n g ca r o c c u p i e d by t h e S t a t e t r o o p e r s 
p a s s e d him a t a speed of about 30 or 35 m i l e s an hou r , 
and r a n i n t o t h e e i d e o i the p a s s e n g e r t r a m . Mr . 
H a r t r a u f t s a i d t h a t at t h e t:me t h e S t p t e t r o o p e r s p a s s e d 
he remarked t o h i s w i f e , " C a n ' t t h o s e f e l l o w s s ee t h a t 
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t r a i n coming t h e r e . " He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t t h e e n g i n e 
w h i s t l e was sounded f o r che d o s s i n g , t h e h e a d l i g h t on 
the e n g i n e w?s bu rn ing b r j . g h . U y , and the c a i s m t h e 
t r a i n w e r e l i g h t e d ; a l s o t ha t r . i e r e was a southbound 
a u t o m o b i l e s t a n d i n g on t h e uo^xn b i u c o i tne c r o s s m g 
w a i t i n g f o r t h e t r a i n t o p a s s . 

S t a t e T r o o p e r Brockman, t he o p e r a t o r of t h e a u t o ­
m o b i l e i n v o l v e d m t h e a c c i d e n t , ^.ac i n t e r v i e w e d bu t he 
s a i d he c o u l d no t r e c a l l a n v t n i n g as t o how t h e a c c i ­
den t o c c u r r e d . He remembeied h a v i n g p a s s e d o v e r t h e 
main l i n e c r o s s i n g b u t d i d ncrx r e c a l l n o t i c i n g t h e 
a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n or s t r i k i n g i t a t t n e I t h a c a Branch 
c r o s s i n g . He a l s o s a i d t h a t s p p r c a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g 
the speed of h i e a a t o m o b i l e was about "50 or 35 m i l e s 
an hour . S t a t e T r o o p e r "Brockrian a d m i t t e d h a v i n g d r i v e n 
h i s a u t o m o b i l e th rough the c r o c c m i g a t e s of a n o t h e r 
r a i l r o a d on t h e p r e c e d i n g day , a t W a t e r l o o , U . Y . , s t a t ­
i n g t h a t i n t h a t i n s t a n c e he was e n d e a v o r i n g t o o v e r ­
t a k e a p a r t y ahead who had been r e p o r t e d as h a v i n g 
commi t t ed a t h e f t , and t h a t the c r o s s i n g ? a t e s w e r e 
l o w e r e d j u s t ae he was about t o c r o s s , a t a speed 
a b o v e the a v e r a g e . 

A check of a u t o m o b i l e t r a v e l ove r the I t h a c a Branch 
c r o s s i n g b e t w e e n the hours o f 10 and 11 a . m . , Oc tober 12 , 
d i s c l o s e d t h a t 220 a u t o m o b i l e s p a s s e d o v e r i t w i t h i n 
t h a t p e r i o d . Cut of t h i s number about 60 pe r cen t w e r e 
t r a v e l i n g a t speeds v a r y i n g be tween 35 and 45 m i l e s an 
h o u r , and d i d no t s low down on a p p r o a c h i n g or p a s s i n g 
o v e r the r a i l r o a d tr-^ck. In t h r e e i n s t a n c e s d r i v e r s 
o v e r t o o k and p a s s e d t h e a u t o m o b i l e h^ad w h i l e a c t u a l l y 
on t h e r a i l r o a d t r a c k , and m o t h e r i n s t a n c e s t h e y 
p a s s e d a u t o m o o i l e s a t tne p o i n t on thFhighway where t h e 
a u t o m o b i l e was s t a n d i n g w a i t i n g f o r the t r a i n t o p a s s 
on t h e day o f the a c c i d e n t . F i r e p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s and 
one f r e i g h t t r a m , m each d i r e c t i o n , pa s s o v e r t h i s 
c r o s s i n g d u r i n g a 24 hour p e r i o l . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t w^s caused by t h e d r i v e r o f an a u t o ­
m o b i l e r u n n i n g i n t o t h e s i d e o f a p a s s e n g e r t r a m a t a 
h ighway g r a d e c r o s s i n g . 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t as t h e t r a m 
approached t h i s c r o s s i n g t h e au toma t i c e n g i n e b e l l was 
r i n g i n g , t h e e n g i n e w h i s t l e was sounded, t h e h e a d l i g h t 
or. tho r . ™ i : . ' . ~r~z ^ ^ m i r g b r i 0 h t l y , err5 t ^ e c ^ s m t v e 
t r a m w e r e l i g h t e d . I t a l s o appea red t h a t a p r a c t i c a l l y 
u n o b s t r u c t e d v i e w c o u l d be had of the a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n , 
and t ha t two o the r a u t o m o b i l e s , one no r th 1 ound and one 
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southbound, had s t o p p e d f o r the purpose of a l l o w i n g the 
t r a m t o p a s s . Had t h e d r i v e r of t he a u t o m o b i l e i n ­
v o l v e d e x e r c i s e d p r o p e r c a r e a p p r o a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g 
t h i s a c c i d e n t wou ld n o t have occu r red* 

T h i s c r o s s i n g i s n o t p r o t e c t e d "by a watchman, g a t e s 
o r au toma t i c s i g n a l d e v i c e s t o i n d i c a t e t h e approach o f 
t r a i n s , AS t h e r e i s a l a r g e amount o f t r a v e l o v e r t h i s 
c r o s s i n g i t i s " b e l i e v e d t h a t some form of p r o t e c t i o n 
f o r h ighway t r a f f i c , m a d d i t i o n t o t h a t a f f o r d e d "by 
t h e c r o s s i n g s i g n s and p a i n t e d l i n e s a c c r o s s t h e h ighway , 
l e r e q u i r e d , a l t h o u g h m t h i s p a r t i c u l a r -case t h e r e i s 
no a s su rance t h a t such a d d i t i o n a l s a f e g u a r d s w c ^ l d n o t 
a l s o h a v e b e e n d i s r e g a r d e d . 

A l l o f t h e r a i l r o a d employees i n v o l v e d w e r e e x ­
p e r i e n c e d men; a t t h e t i m e of the a c c i d e n t none o f 
them had been on du ty i n v i o l a t i o n o f any of t he 
p r o v i s i o n s of the hours of s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

77. P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


