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REPCRT OF TET DTRECTCR ¢F THE BUREAU CT SoFETY
IN RE INVESTIGATiON CF 3N ASCIQ _IT TEICL CCCURRE
CN THE LENIGS VA.LEY RATLROAD FZal CENTVA JUNCTION,
N.Y., ON COTCBiR 5, 1Gu5.

January 14, 1928,
To tre Qomwicrron:

Cn Cctober 5, 1925, there was a derailment of a
passenger train on the Lehigh Valley Railroad near
Geneva Junction, N.Y., ag.a result of a cclli sioa with
an autormobile at a crossf&g?f@gﬁltlng in the death of
two travelers on the highway ard the injury of one
trrveler on the highway.

Location and method of operation

Thig accident occurred on the Ithaca Branch of
the Seneca Divieion, extending between Van Etten Junc-
tion and Geneva Junction, W.Y., a distance of 59,5 miles,
1n the vicinity of the point of accident thies 1s a
gingle—track line over which traing are operated by
time—-table, train orders, and an automatic block—signal
gyetem. Tue accident occurred 2t A public ptate=highway
crossing, which crossee the railroad track almost at
right anglee at a point sboul 2,000 feet east oi Geneva
Junction, the railroad track cxtending from west to east
and the highway from north to soutk, The track 1is
tangent for a considerable distance in either direction,
while the grade for westbound traine i1s actocut 1 per cent
descending.

Approaching the railroad from the south on the high-
way the view of the track toward the east or right is
practically unobstructed; the highway, howover, curves
%0 the left juet before 1t crosses the track. There 18
o ctate higihy oy crossing Bign oa the east vice of the
highway 335 feet from the track, reading "DAKGER! R.ER.
300 FT AHEAD". Double lines are painted across the
highway with letters "R.R." at a point 300 feet from
the track, and 200 feet south of the track there is
arother sipn oprinted ccross the highway, followed by
other pg.niocd ulagonal marks, whaile at a point 50 feet
south of the track and also on the east s.de of the
highway 18 located a standard railroad crossing warning
reading "RAAIIRCAD CRCSSING ILCCK CUT PCR THE CARS". The
Crossing, however, 18 not nrotected Dy wetchnan or gates,
nor any form of automatic siznals to warn travelers on
the hachway of the approach of trsins. At a point about
350 feet south of the track a dirt road leads off the



highway toward tae rortheast and crosses the railroed
track at a moirt 225 feet eest of where the state Tigh-
way ¢+ "~ 1i.; a stondard railroad croseing diek
marked "R.R." 1g loceted cn the east side of the dirt
Toad at a point 335 feet scuth of the treck, and this
disk can e2lso e seen by the driver of a northbound
automobile traveling on the maln highway.,

The weather wns clcar and 1t was duck at the time
of the accidernt, which occurred at about 6.237 Dl

Description

Westbound passenger train No. 9 consisted of one
combination baggase and mail ¢~T, ore corbination coach,
two Pullran c¢-re, one smok-a~ ¢ r, tWoO coaches, one
Pullman car, one dininz car, ond three Pullman cars, 1n
the order named, haouled by eu~ine 2057, esnd was 12 charge
of Conductor Baldwin and Enzireron Callan. Thie train
passed Var Etten Junction =%t 5.10 p.m., 53 minutes late,
and on reaching the highwey crossin , while traveling
at a speed estimated to have beeniween 40 and 45 miles
an hour the left side of the engiae was struck by an
automobile at the gangway between the engine and tender.

The automobile invelved, a Ford touring car,
occupied by +three State troopers, beiag driven by State
Trooper Brockran, was proceeding nerts on the state
highway. It passed a northbound automobile, whic: was
standing on the Jirt road, south of the track and just
into clear of the highway, waiting for the train to
pase, =nd etruck the engine of train XHo. 9 while travel-
ing at o spced estimated to have been about 30 or 35
milee an hour.

The sutomobile was demolished znd the force of the
rmpact troke off the step atv the gangway between the
enging and tender on the left side, wnile one palr of
the rear tender-iruck wheels wae derailed at a point 40
fecet west of the crossing. In thie condition the train
traveled about 2,203 feet, at which point the rear
tender truck becare entirely detacked and tne fairst four
cars in the train were derailed; these cers, however,
rerialaed procticelly uprighv, T.e parsons lkilled were
the two State troopers who w.re ridinc in the automo-
bile with Stote Trooper Brockmaa.

Sumnrary of evidence

Fireman Romrmell stated that when his train waos
approacring the highway crossing Le was sitting on his
eeat box looking ahead to observe eignals. He Zlanced
to the left when the engine was about 100 or 150 feet
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from the crossing wni s.¥ the aatormobile apwroaching the
croseing from the gouth 2t nbout 1re sare rate of speed
the train was travelin:, tne autoxiobile continuing and
running into tne lefv s1cde of Tne engine., lrmmediately
after the accident ce jw.ped off hig scat box, crossed
over in the cab ond inicrmed the enginevan of what had
happened, whereupon tae engineman applied the alr brakes.
Fireman Rommell said that the enzine waistie had been
sounded for the crossing and that the engine headlight
wag burning brightly, as was also the case with the
headlights of the automobile.

Enginenan Callan stated that he made an air—brake
apprlication atoutb % rmile =ast of the crossilig and re—
leased the brakes just vefore reachinz the crossing,
preparatory to further reducing the speed througn Geneva
Junction; the whistle was sounded for the crossing when
about & mile east of 1t, and the automatic englne bell
was ringing and the headlight burning brightly. When
Fireman RHommell came across the cab and informed him
of the accident the engine was between the crossing and
the bridge scanning Seneca River, the east end of this
bridge being 1,100 feet west of the cressing, and he at
once made a full service alr brake application, deeming
1t unnecessary to rake an erergency application on
account of the resul tant shock and not knowing 2t thas
tire that any part of the traln had been derailed. .

Conductor Baldwin stated that on his arrival at
the head end of the engine after the accident the head-
kight was burning and tse automatic engine bell still
ringing; he also said that the engine whistle had been
sounded for the croreing and that all the cars in the
traln were lighted. The testimony of the other members
of the craw brought out nothing additional of importance
1n connection with the accident.

Mr. Fred A, Hartrauft, a nmerchant of Geneva, who
wae an cyewltness to the accident, stated that he was
taking Lhas farily for an automobile ride on tne day of
the accident. On crossing the main line of the Lehigh
Velley railroad, this crossing being located about 1,300
feet south of the crossing on the Itnaca Branch where
the accident occurred, hiec wife and boy saw the train
epproaching, Mr. Hartreuft continued northrard and
trought his automobile to a stop south of the Ithaca
Branci crossing on the dirt road, just clear of the main
highway, to walt for the tranin to pass, Shortly =fter-
wards the Ford touring car occupted by the State troopers
paesed him at a speed of about 30 or 35 miles an hour,
and ran into the cide of the passenger frain., XMr.
HFartrauft said that at the t:me the Sterte troopere passed
he remarked to his wife, "Can't those fellows see that
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train coming there." He further stated that the zngine
whietle was sounded for cke crossiur, the headlighs cn
the engine wes burnaing brughhly, and the cars 1h the
train were lighted; alego that 71ere was a gouthbound
automobile standiang on the uo.ta biue 0L tae CICSE.LNY
walting for the train %o paes.

State Trooper Brockmen, the crerator of the auto-
mobile 1nvolved in the accicens, w2g Jarcrviewed but he
saild he could not recall gnrtaning ac to how the acci-
dent occurred, He Tewermbered having passed over the
main line crossing but did net recall noticing the
approaching train or etraikinz 1t at toe 1thaca Branch
crossing. He aleo said toat epproaching tie Crossing
the speed of hie augtomobile was abcul 30 or 35 miles
an hour. State Trooper Srockman adintted having driven
his automobile through the croccinz gates of another
rallroad on the preceding day, at Waterleo, N.Y,, stat-
ing that in thet instance he was esandeavorine to over—
take a party ahead who had teen reported as having
committed a theft, and that the crossing gates were
lowered jJust as he was about to cross, at a speed
above the average.

A check of gutomobile travel over the Ithaca Branch
crossing between the hours of 10 and 11 a.m., October 13,
disclosed that 2230 automobiles passed over 1t withan
that period., Cut of this number about 60 per cent weTe
traveling at speeds varying between 35 and 45 miles an
hour, and did not slow down on aporoaching or pascsiag
over the railrcad tr-~ck, 1In three instances drivers
overtook snd passed the autcmeobile head while actually
on the railroad track, and in other ingtances taey
passed autorooniles at tne point on thehichway where the
autoriobile was standing waiting for the train to pass
on the day of thke accident. TFive paesenger trains and
one freight train, in each direction, pass over this
crossing during a 24 hour period.

Conclusions

Thie accident was caused by the driver of an auto-
mobile rumning into the side of a passenger trainat a
I'ighway grade crossing.

The investigatior establiehed that as the train
approached this crossing the automatic engine bell was

ringing, the engine wkrstle was sounded, the headlight
o tlo emzizme oo YTuraicn ktriatly, orf the camg 1n tre
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train were lighted. It alsc appeared that a practically
uncustructed view could be had of the zpgroachiag train,
and that two other autoroc.iles, one nortn' ound and cone
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south>ound, had stopped for the purpoee of allowing the
train to pass, Had the draiver of tle automomile 1.-
volved exerciged proper care approaching the crossing
this accident would not have occurred.

This crossing 18 not protected Ly a watchman, gates
or automatic signal devices to indicate the approach of
trains. 4Ae there 18 a large amount of travel over +this
cresging it 1s believed that some form of protection
for Lighway traific, 1n addition to that afforded by
the crossing signs and painted lines accross the aighway,
1e Tequired, although in this particular case there 1s
no assurance that such additroral scfeguards wenld no*
also have been disregarded.

All of the railroad employecs 1nvolved were ex-
perienced men; at the tire of the accident none of
them had been on duty in violation of any of the
provisions of the hours of service law,

Respectfully submitted,
Ww. P. BORLAND,

Director.



