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In re Inveetigation of an secident which
coouzyed on the Lebigh Valley Beile
road, nowy Nesdow, Pu.,
an v 10, 191Y,

Marsh 21, 191V,

On Fadruary 10, 1917, there was & derailuens of &
pascenger twein on the Valley Ruilrvosad near Beavey
jeadow, Pa.,vhish resulted the death of 1 enploree snd
the miuzy af 1 e, After Lavestigation of this uge
oldent the Chie? of Division of Safety reports se followst

The part of the Besver Mesdow Byench of the Mahoney
ond Hazleton Division, on whish the scoldwt coourred, is &
sagle track line; tSeain coveants are governed by tize-3able
otd train orders, The tragk appronoding the point of aodle
deut from both the sast and west is tangent for s distanos
2& m one-~half mile. There is & slight greds descending

I']

Bastbound passengey trelus Ko, 178, en route from
Hegleton % Penn Haven Mnetion, Pa., ¢onaisted of 1 conbines
tion and pasasbger sur, end 2 scaches, heulsd by loode
motive 1488, On of socident 1% wae in snarge of
Conduator Klise and nomen Reynolde, and left Hasleton at
607 ny ma, on S, The last reguler stop wus msde at
Besavey s She Srein leaving there at 8,34 o, a,, four
ninutes lste, and st edout €37 a, u,, while yunning st &
speed of about 26 miles an hour, it was dersiled lusedtiately
enst of & water tank located abiout three-fourths of & mile
east of Beaver Mesdow stadlon,

The locomative ran on the ties until it rosched &
asll eulvert, 10 fect im lemgth, 850 Teet sant of the polns
of derelilnent, where it lef't the tlies) the engine sud tender
turaed over to the south side of the tresk siud cume to ress
ofi thely right sides ¢ enat of the culwert) the engine oad
was badly dsnaged. ALl the cars in the tyeln, with the exoepe
ticn of the reer truck on the 1sst sxr, were doreiled. The
sars rousined in en uwpright position on the yoadbed and were
practionlly undemaged. At the time of asoident the weatiey
was oleari the temperature was epproxisaiely sore, aspd
strong noxth wind wes tlowing,

The opglinenan wes killed in the secident,
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The Boaver Meadow watey Senk 18 looeated on the north
slde of the trackj 4% is & woolen structure, cbout RO feel in
height and 10 supplisd with weter by grevity:. On the easd
aide, adoud one foot from the top of the tenk, & so-osllied
*te1l.tale pipe,* 5/4 tneh in dlemster, 1s inserted, snd sx-
tends cutward b 18 fashes, The Euzmm of thie pize is
to digelose, Ly water flowing frem 1%, when the teunk is fall
ead the sutomatic Lloat veive falls prooeriy to oloss the
mxf&mh}m 0n the moyning of the scoldent wuter wes flowing
from 8 pi.e, and the strong wind yrovelling et the Sioe
blew the water southward over the trask, end e oonsiderable
smount of Lo had fopued on the rells,

The first sarks of dersiluent appeured 0 have
been flange merks on the top of seoh rail, begioning st the
eazt side of the tank and continming esstward on %op of the
reils e distance of about 26 feet, From this point there
were two flange marks an the ties Tor & distange of adoud
550 feot, Naotwsrd fryom this point the trask wes btadly tomn
up &8 far as the slvers, and ralls on the south side
of the treck were brokes,

The trask in the vieinity of aocident i lald with
ralls, 45 feet i leng singlo~apiked t0 vellow
ine sien) the relle ave nmﬁd by Sehole uaﬁﬁmmh
® Sruok b the point of dersilment is on & siight £ill, oone
sisting of rouk, with about 18 inehes of oiuder bulliast, and
was Yound to Yo in good oondition end well nmaintained,

Piveunn Kreiger, of treln No. 178, stated that whem
aﬁwﬁ% the polnt of aveldent the spesd of his tyain vas
ebout 20 milea an houri thet he was rid on the firesan's
slde of the cabyend that at the water he felt & lurch
48 if the engine had left the ruilss He stated thul he then
heoard the engineman spply the brexes in emergensy, and realise

that the ine wea der:iled he got out of the ond and got

tha engine Just defore L% turned over, BRe Turther atsated
thits at each of the several stops muade on this trip the brekes
operated proporly.

Conductor Kline stated that befors his trsin lefe
Bagleton the air-braies wers toated and found to be operesing
LPOperlys He stated thet Le was b the second car whem he
folt «n smergeuncy spplicction of the brs:os, and o fow ssoonds
later felt the coach in whioh he woe ¥ drgp off the rails,
Be sstimnted the speod as to besn adout 25 miles an bouy
at the tine the bDrskes were applied. He sloo stated that
sbous half sn houy efter the sosident sdourred the seetion
foresen with his nen srrived snd started ¢ 3iok away the ice
fyon the track at the water tenk, OB scoount of other Suties
whioh desanded his atteuticn, he 414 2ot reach the watsr tank
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until «ftor the seotion men had removed some of the Lee, He
thought, however, that the loe had originslly oovered the rull,
but be 414 not know how mush of its 1 ad been sovereds
Be alec stated that he found water still blowing from $he
tell-tole pire when he yosohed the wsiar tank,

Eeotion Foremsn Klmminski, in obarge of the seotion
o8 whioh the derallment coocurred, stated that he arrived st
the gsosne of ecvident sbout 7,00 &, n. He steted Shet upon
sxeminetion he found that ioe hed forwed over the north reil
for » 4istance of four or five feel, scauced by the water from
the telletale pipe on the tank Liowlng onto the track snd Creele
ing, the ive, however, having beon broken by trein loa. 1V8,
He eloo stated that ho and his men bad removed soue ioe fyom
the srack at this point cne day of the previcus week, but that
there hod ot been 80 muoh of it et that tise. Seetion Foree
em siated that there are slightly more than five
miles of track in hHis sectiong that s trackwalker goes o
duty at Boaver Meadow at 4.30 8, n,, zoes to the weat end of
the ssotion, mnd then returns o the oast ead, The zen he
sauigned 0 this work he sHad elvaye ocousidered as belng ocome
t, Ho aleo stated that subsejuent $0 the sooldsnt he
porsopally exsmined the track west of the polnt of derelle
nent and found it in good eondition,

Traskwalier Suhank slated that on the noyning of the
agsident he loft Basver lHeadow station a8 4.30 &, ne, wend
to the wont ead of his swotion, and them sterted na&awﬁ
paasing the water tsnk about 4.45 &, 3=e Then he assed %ﬁm
wvater wae flowing from the telletele pige, end he saw that
the 1c0e hetween the tank and the rell sas frozen solid, and
thet it was threo~fourtis of o inel in thickuess over the
top of the nurth reil for s 4istense of about siz fest, He
stated that on previous cecadions he picked out ice at Shis
point with a piek, bLut on thio tyip he 414 not take his piek
with hing he broke the loe bdetvesn the ails with Lis stowel
snd therefare 414 not gonsider it dangercus to traffic.

" Traok Supervisor Burke steted that he srrived st the
sosne of seclident about enm hour and & hall after it coourred,
snd thet he found iloe on the north rell of the tyack, dut i
hed beem bLivken by traln Ko, 172 snd the wreek train, ond sone
of it had beel rewoved, ﬂcsﬁ::g;mm that the 1se on
the cutside of the Tuil wes of wuffielent thickness to indie
sate thet when tysin No, 172 roached the tank the pony tyuek
of the sugine wae Maéw to allow the wheols to mount
the reil, shere thay ran for & short 4istence before drojpling
down om She ties, He further stated that he cousidered the
tynok &n that vieinity as being well saintalned,
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Locamotive 1458 18 of the dw»ieQ type, and han a total
walght, engine and tender, of 18,800 pounds, An aEunines
$iom a’ she logonotive ar{w the scoldent dilmclosed nothing
abaut 1% thet a'ght have spused the derallnent. The lass
trein pasaing over this track prioy 0 the socldent wme an
extre about eleven hours previcus,

This derslilnent vas ssused Dy the fomation of leoe
sovering one of the raile of the treak, The 1os was forued
v{ water Being bBlown over onto the track from the tell.tale
e} of the watay~tank and reashed auoh a shiokness that when
this twain pesaed that point the whesls of the track of
the locomotive were raised sulfioisatly %o mount the reil,

The responsibility for thils scuoident resisz u

Traokwalier Shank, in that he failed to teke auy asotion in
the fee or werning spprosebing tvaine. At 4.485 s, 5y

almost hours srevious to the Sime of this dersllimant, be
found that the 106 was over the top of the rall, dut ¢id not
sonsider 18 of sufriclent importanse 0 dexsnd any astion on
ble pmrt, and his failure would therefors appecr % 59 Ate
gributsble te insoapetense rether then % negligense, Bew
sause of the faob that he found that isce had formed over the
reil to A thiokness of cbout Whrse.fourths of aninehi that
1% was 20114 betwoon the track and the tank] that waier wvas
85111 bedog Diown fyost the tolletale sipe; that the texpersture
was about mero; sad Shat twyaia lo, 172 was not due t0 pasas foy
WO hours, - oven though he stated thet st the tlae he found
e 100 he wes sble 0 break 1t with Bis ahovel, « it shomld
have coourred to him that the lee would mtumiy have grows
thioker by the sime train Hos 178 reochsd thebt polnt,

hile the 4ireot ounuse of thls socident wes ¢he nege

M%:mn oy ineompetendy of the trackwalier, those charged
with the ssfe operction of this relilrosd nuat share the roe
sponsibllisy for this soeldent for sllowing %o sxist s z2ens0e
%0 the sefely of trzin operection im she fowm of the tall-tale
plpe of the walter task at the point of acoident, During the
investigation it was 4isoloosed Lthat foe hod formed om the
traok there at other ties, rfor the sene reason ss in thigine
stanee, although not te »o greaat sn extent, Thie telletals
plpe sxtenda fyoxn the ssst side of the tenky, thus aking ib

1oidhle for waiter from the ips %0 Do blowm over on the tragk

s song morth wind, vhich in 00ld weathor of sourse resulis
in the owsation of 1ce, Steps should te taken st onee o
have the telletule ;i,e so loomied s to remove the dsnger whioh
attends 1t rosent arrengenment,



