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In re Investigation of Accident on the Lehigh &
Audscon River Raillway st Hamburg, He J.,

on January 5, 1l914.

BN, 1o [/ P
January 23, 1914,

On Janusry 5, 1914, there waa & rear-end gollision
on the Lehigh & Hudson River Rallway at Hesburg, ¥. J.,
resulting In the death of 1 trespasger and the injury of 2
Lrespuasers.

after inveatigution of this scgldent the Chief
Inspector of Jafety Apsliances reports sas follovst

Eastbound freijht train Ho. 24, en route from Phillips-
burg, H. J., to warwlei, HN. Y., consisted of 12 loaded and % sup-
ty aurs ond a ¢aboose, hauvled by locomotive flo. 32, and wes In
charge of Conductor Canfield zpd Enginemen Bittner. On the
day of the accldent this traln left Phillipsburg at 6.24 a.n.,
Franklin Junction at aboit 1.70 z.m., and at about l.44 pent.,
while standing at lamburg, wez 2Ermiek from the rear by sast-
bound frelght train %e. 32. -8 the tizme of the ecollision
a bex err wasd belng heslod pendnd the eshoose of train lo,
2he

Enathound freignt trein le. 32, en route from Port
dorris, H. J., te duybroc:, . I,, consisted of 51 eurs and &
e .boose, hauled by loce cllve Se. 39, and wap in charge of
Conductor Deloy «ud Bn.incaay Jussert. On the day of the
ageldent thia traln loft Jort Jorris at 11,55 a.a:;\?ranglin

Junetisn at 1.38 p.a., nt wnhile running at & speed of
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about 4 miles per hour struck the rear end of train Ho. 24,
2% abhcvs stuted,
The Lehigh % Hudson River Railway wus a single-track

line and traln movements werc governed by sutomztia block

signals exscept that portion betwesn Andover, N. J., snd Warwieck,

Ne Yo, whioh included the polnt of aceldent, where this autoe-
natic bloak glgnal systen wus practiecslly completed but not
vet in operstleon on aceount of the testing not having been
ecoiryleteds Tralns wore onerated over this particular sectlon
by train orders wlih 2 tes-minute time interval provided at
ogen telagraph 0fficesa for following movements.

Apaeoaching Hanaburg there was a 5° gurve lecdlng to
the right about 500 fest in length. Tihds eurve was followed
by about 200 feat of atralgnt track, then there wus s surve of
5° 40" lerding to the left aboubt 1,000 fest In length. On
the inailde of the 5° curve there sas a high embznktment which
aaterislly obgeured the view. Beginning at a polnt about 130
fant froa tie eastern end of the gurve of 5° 40% thero wasg a
daep cut which extended enatwurd to the station, a distance of
about 350 feet. At the tine of the eoliiglon the rear end of
train Mo. 24 wsa standing at the beginning of this cut, or
about 100 feet west of the eastorn end of the qurve, The
force of the c¢ollislon crushed the box ¢ar on the rear of
tiwe oc.booge of train Ho. 24 and partially erushed the cebooge
in wraeh the tliree puasengers were riding. The weatier a2t the
tiue of the scoldest wsa elear. _

Fla,man Hmfford, of trailn do. 24, atated that his
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train stopped at the Hamburg Paper Hlll switeh to do some
switching and he went baek eight or ten oar lengtha, put down
two torpedoes, and then returned to his €traln, although he
had not been ceolled in. When the enginewman of traln Ne. 24
signaled off brakea he boarded the box our Behind the caboocse.
Train Ho. 24 then meoved toward Hamburg station but when Flag-
man Hufford saw the traln order board at the station in the
stop poaition he dronped off his truln, started walking buek,
and hzd reached a point sbout Tive ear lengths from the praar
of hia trein when he zuw trasin Jo, 32 coming around the curve.
He immediately gave that train stop signals, and thinking that
it woald he able to stoy in time to aveld a eocllision, turned
and walked !n toward hisz owm train. Although he knew train
Ho. 32 wes somevhere beaind »is ftrain snd was already overduo,
he steted that when uis train stouped st the order bBoard he
wallked back, instoad of running, becasuse he did not hear train
Ho. 32 approeaching. Tt ncs his oolnicon that the accldent
was due to his fellurs to o ™ e M.r enough and the fallure
of the engineman of train 0. ‘< Co gontrol the speed of hia
train.

Pngineman 3aspert of tralp Ho. 32 stated that when
his engine struck the torevoes thne gpeed of his train was
sbout 20 miles per hour. s .ooediately shut off stesw and
lookted shead but eould .ot ize the flagman, Howsver, within
a short time, when conlng arcund the second eurve, the con-
ductor, wheo was ridiny on Zae left hand alde of é;e encine,

snd therefore was un the inslue of the curve, saw the flagman,
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Enginemen Bossert st once made & service aspplication of tha
brakes. Just after this some one gaw the rear end of truin
Ho. 24 sud called 1t to his attentlon; he then mede an
empargency appllication, but the wheels locked and his train
g8lld into the rear of traln Ko, 24.

Fireman Carey, of traln No. 32, stated that hnisas
train was running a2t a speed af 25 or 30 alles per nour when
it struck tha torpedoes.

Pragesan Savacool, of train No. 32, stated that he
was riding on the engine &t the tine of the neeldent and
shortly after strilking the torpedoas he saw the flagaen of
trzin 0. 24« He oulled to the engilnemsn anéd thought the
latter ande 8 service applientlon of the brakes, fmmedlately
followed hy 4n emergency application. When the gpesd of
train Koo 32 had besn reduced to about 4 ziles ger hour he
stepred off the engine.

Rule %o. 15 of the operating rules of the Lehigh
& Hudson River Rallway provided as followss

®The explaogion of one torpeds (7 a signal to

stop; the exslosion of two not more than 200 feet
apart 13 3 signel to reduce speed, znd to loock out
for s stop algnal.™

It elearly appeorsd from the atatemants of the ene
ployees that a3 scon as hias englne exploded the torpedocs
Enginessn Bogsert shut of f atoam znd hegan locking for &
flugeman with stop signuls, _

Fxasminatlion showed that the first torpedo waz put

down at a point about 1,685 fect from the rear end of traln
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Ro. 24 ay it stocd at the station, and that the polnt st
vhich Flagman Hufford claized to have ateod when he flagged
train Ro. 32 was only 350 feet from the prear end of his
train, while Enginewsan Bossert apparently maede the first ap-
plicatlon of the brakes when about 250 or 300 fet from the
flagman, or when from 60 to 650 feet from the resr end of
train No. 24.

Thils accident was osused by the failure of Flugmen
Huf'ford properiy te¢ protect hls train.

Rule Ho. 99 of tne opersting rules of this peilroad

remd g9 follows:

RUhen a train stoss or 13 delayesd, under clrzumstanceas

in whieh 1t say be overtusiken by another traln, the flag-
pun aust go bock lomediately with stop signals a suffl-
cient distsoce to {nsure full protection. When recalled,
he may return to his train, first placing two (2) torpe~
doas on the reil when ths eonditions require 1t.7®
¥hen his train first came to s stop Flagman Hufford went back
only =« dlstance of about 4UJ ¥eot znd then returned to his
traln without being recunllsa, whnll- when it stopped at the
station he only sent bucs « 4lstance of asbout 369 feet, note-
withstanding the fecet thaet -¢ £<new thaet the vlew of the
englineuszn of any avgroccnin, 11°.la would be obscured by the
shers curve at this soint. TlLe cerew aof this traln eonsisted
of a ponduotor and thrae bhrz.iamen, the scle duty of one of
whoz wza $0 protect the reur +an of the train. Under the
rules of this railresd frei; .t trein gonductors were regulred
to ride on the engine. Un'=r tnls rule Gnnductur/éﬁnfiald
a8 on the head end of train Is. 24, while Flagman Hufford

was on the rear end, where his sole duties were Yo protect —
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his traln from Just such zn secldent ag ocourred, and it 1s
belleved that had he made any real effort properly to pro-
tect his traln Enginenan Bosgsert would have seen his stop
signals in anple time to have enabled him to stop traln lio,

32 sné zveld thig eollisicon, There la no exsuse whatever for
the negli;ence dlaplayed by Flagman Hufford in the perfornance
of his duties.

Plagumn Aufferd wsa omployed in Januery, 1510, ue a
sragenan, and on September 14, 1912, was prometed to sonductor,
and at the tiuae of this seccident was o guelified conductor.

ALl the enployees involved verp experlioneesd uen with
good recorus, wnd nene of them had been on éuty i violatlon

of any of the provislons of the hours of aservice law.




