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In re Investigation of Accident on tho Lehigh 6 
Hudson Hivar Hallway at Hamburg, U, J., 

on January 5, 1914* 
-—oOo—-

January 23, 1314. 

On January 5* 1914• there was a rear-end collision 
on tha Lehign & Hudson River Railway at Hamburg, K. J., 
resulting in the death of 1 trespasser and tho injury of 2 
trespassers. 

After investigation of this accident tha Chl^f 
Inspector of Safety Appliances reports as followsI 

Eastbound freignt train Ho. 24, an route from Philli 
burg, 8. J., to ?terwiek« M. Y., consisted of 12 loaded and 9 e* 
ty cars and a caboose, hauled by loeocsotiva LIE* 32, and was In 
charge of Conductor Cnnfiold and Enginaaan Bittner. On the 
day of the accident this train left Phillipsburg at 6.24 a.a.t 

Franklin Junction at about and at about 1.4<4 p*a-, 
*hil@ standing at Hamburg* T&J-S ,?tr*icM: froa the rear by east-
bound freight train "e, 3Z. ~t the tiae of the collision 
a box ĉ r waa being hulled oaniud the caboose of train ?lo• 
24. 

Sa at bound freight tiviu Ho. 32, an route from Port 
Morris, 8. J., to ̂ uybro^ consisted of 51 ears and a 

boose, hauled by loco ctlv" Uo, 59, and *as in charge of 
Conductor Daley and En^int.ja I reassert* On the day of the 
accident this train loft .'ort -orris at 11*55 a-n*, Fraxuclin 
Junction at 1.3$ p.ra,, and while running at a speed of 



about 4 ffliles per hour struck the rear end of train Ho, &4, 

ae above stated. 
The Lehigh & Hudson River Hallway was a single-track 

'v line and train soveeients were governed hy automatic block 
signals except that portion between Andover, H. J., &nd Warwick, 
H. , which included the point of accident, where the auto­
matic block signal system was practically completed but not 
yet in operation on account of the testing not having been 
coryleted. Trains «r@ onerated over this particular section 
fey trr.in orders with a tan-oinufc© tliae interval provided at 
open telagr.iph offices for following soveaents. 

A;> ..lro.AChinb; Haraburg there was a 5° curve leading to 
tho right about 500 feet in length. This curve was followed 
by about 200 feet of straight track, then there was u eurve of 
5° 4 0 ' * lê dUifi to the left about 1,000 feet in length. On 
the inside of the 5° curvo there was a high erahanksent shlch 
aat^riaiJy obscured ths view. Beginning at a point about 100 
fa«t fro<3 t ia eastern #rid of the curve of 5° thero «as a 
deep cut which extended ê sfenmrd to the station, a diatanea of 
about 350 feet. At th© tirae of the collision the rear end of 
train 1o. 2 4 was standing at the beginning of this cut, or 
about 100 feet west of the eastern end of the curv«. The 
force ot the collision crushed the box oar on the roar of 
the c 5booso of train Ho. 2 4 and partially crushed the caboose 
iii 6 M C H the three p#asenters %ere riding. The weather at the 
tine of tha accldeat W J S elosr. 

Fla,^wa Jlrifford, of train Ho. 24* stated that his 



train stopped at the Hamburg paper Mill aeltch to do aose 
switching and ha want back eight or ten oar lengths* put down 
two torpedoes, and than returned to his train, although he 
had not been celled In. Whan the enginesian of train So. 2/* 
signaled off brakes ha boarded the box oar behind the caboose. 
Train So. 2& than &oved toward Haasburg station but vrhen Flag* 
nan Hufford saw tha train order board at the station in the 
stop position he dropped off train, started walking bmkf 

and had reached a point about five car lengths fro® tho rear 
of ala train when ho a&w train 3o. 22 coming around the curve. 
He immediately #&ve that train stop signals., and thinking that 
it would be able to stop in tiae to avoid a collision, turned 
and ballsed in toward his otm train. Although ha knew train 
So. 32 w&s soaewhero behind hia train and was already overdue, 
ha stated that when his tr^in stopped at the ord&r board he 
walked baeft, instead o f running, because he did not hear train 
Ho, 32 approaching* It a&s his opinion that the accident 
was due to his failure to t,o b ; c, :\.,r enough and the failure 
of the englneaaa of train to. J£ to control the speed of hia 
train. 

gnglnezs&ii 3ossert .y f train Ho* 32 stated that ashen 
his engine struck th© tor̂ etioes tne speed of his train %raa 
about 20 ralles per hour- 2B mediately shut off steals and 
looked ahead but could ,iot ;ea the flagman. However, within 
a short ti&e» when coolm; around the second curve, the con-
ductor, who was riding on tne left hand side of ihe angina, 
and therefore was on the insiae of the curve, saw tha flagsaan* 
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Bngtneaan Boasort at once aade a service application of the 
brakes. Just after thie soae one saw the rear end of train 
So. 2 4 aiid called It to his attention; he then made an 
eaargency application, but the wheels locked and his train 
slid into the rear of train Mo. 2 4 . 

Fireman Carey, of train No, 32, atated that hla 
train was running at a spaed of 25 or 30 ailes per hour when 
it strucK tha torpedoes. 

BratfOiftan Ssvaeool, of train So. 3 3 , stated that he 
was riding on the engine at the tiae of the accident and 
shortly after striking the torpedoes he saw the flagman of 
tr&Ia to* 2 4 . He o&llod to the enginesisn and thought the 
latter ,aade a service application of the brakes, î naedlatcly 
followed by *n eieer̂ ency application. When the speed of 
train &o« 3 2 had been reduced to about 4 ssiles per hour he 
stepped off the engine. 

Rule Mo. 1 5 of the operating rules of the Lehigh 
& Hudson River Bailway provided as follows* 

"The explosion of one torpedo is a signal to 
stop; the explosion of two not more than 200 feet 
apart is a signal to reduce speed, and to look out 
for a stop signal." 

It clearly appeared fros th© statements of the e&-
ployc^s that as scon as his engine exploded the torpedoes 
En^ine^an Sossert shut off ateaa and began looking for a 
fluga&'i with stop signals. 

Fjauaination showed that the first torpedo was put 
down at a point about 1,665 feet front the rear end of train 



K G . 24 it stood at the {station, and that the point at 
which Flagman Hufford claimed to have stood ahea ha flagged 
train ffo. 3a « U G only 350 feet froa tha roar end of hi a 
train, while Kngin&g&n Bossert apparently aade the first ap­
plication of the brakes when about 290 or 300 Set frota the 
flagssan, or when from 600 to 650 feet froa the rear end of 
train No, 24. 

Thia accident was caused by the failure of Flagman 
Hufford properly to protect his train. 

Rule 90. 99 of tne operating rules of thia railroad 
read ad follows! 

Bl3b«m a tra^n atoos or la delayed, undar circumstances 
in which it asy b« ovsrti*ft©n by another train, the flag* 
ami auet go br.clc iamadlately with stop aignala a suffi­
cient distance to insure full protection. When recalled, 
he may return to hia train, first niacin® two (2) torpe­
does on the rail when ths eonditloaa require It.* 

When his train first czise to a stoo Fl&usa&n Hufford tent back 
only a distance of about 4U0 *"eot arui then returned to hie 
train without bein# rec-'xll«o, vsLil- i%hen it stopped at the 
station he only vent one* * ̂ iatanco of about feet, not­
withstanding the fact that o *crusw that the view of the 
engineiaan of any auprouci.in,, n* Ja would be obscured by the 
sharp curve at this point. Tis<* orsw of thia train consisted 
of & conductor and thrao brs^isen, the sole duty of one of 
whoa was to protect the re&r r-.w of the train. Under the 
rules of thia railroad frei* .it train conductors were required 
to rldo on the engine. 7Ju'*«r tnie pule Conductor Cenfield 
ess on the head $nd of tnin :iom 2&T vhil© Plagsmn flufford 
was on the rear end* where h is sol© duties »ere to protect ~ 



his train froa Just such an accident as occurred, &nd it Is 
believed that had he sade any real effort properly to pro­
tect his train EnginesAa Sogsert would have seen his stop 
signals in asapl® time to have enabled hia to stop train So, 
32 and avoid this collision. There ia no excuse whatever for 
the negligence displayed by Flsgnan Hufford in tha performance 
of his duties* 

Flagtaan flufferd mn eaployad in January, 191P3, its a 
or&fceE&n, and on September 14, 1912, was pro«!Oted to conductor, 

and at the tiae of this accident was a qualified conductor. 
All the esployces involved «rero experienced uen ®ith 

good recorcia, und none of tho© had bean on duty in violation 
of any of the previsions of the hours of service l&r<. 


