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INTERSTATE COYMMEZRCE CCMMISSION

REPCRT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN
RE INVESTIGATiON OF A¥ ACCIDENT WAICH OCCURRTD
Off THE LAKZ SHCRE ELEZCIRIC RAILWAY NZAR BELLEVUE,
OHIC, O JANUARY 22, 1929.

april 23, 1929,

To the Coinmiission.

On January 2%, 1239, there was an accident 1in-—
volving a passenger *trein of tle Lake Shore Electric
Hailway and a motor ous of the Greyhound Lines at a
grade crossing near Bellevue, Ohio, winich resulted 1a
the death of 20 passencers of the notor bus, and the
injury of 9 passengers sad 1 employee of the motor bus
and 3 passen: ers and & £1ployess of the passenger train.
This 1nvestigation was ™ade in conjunction wita repre-
sentatives of tie Ohio Cocasreserion of Public Utilities.

Location 2aa asthod of cperation

This accident occurred on that pert of +the Toledo
Division of the Lake Shors Electric Rellway which extends
between Toledo ard Norwelk, Ohio, a distance of 60.63
miles, and 1s a slngle—-track Line operated by time-table
and train orders, no tlocik—siznal systen being in use.

Tae peoint of accident 1 about 2 miles east of Bellavue,
Ohio, where a public hirawey kaiown as rTouste U.S5. 20
crosses tae tracks al aa angle of 259, approaching this
point from the esst thie track 1s level and tangent for a
distonce of 5.6 niles, the accident occurring at a point
745 Teet east of the west end of this tangent. The route
of the Greyhound Lines on whilch this accident occurred
extends fron Detroit, kich., to Cleveland, Chio, and the
busses are operzted by tiie-taole schedule under rtules
posted at bulletin boards ¢t terminals. Agproaching the
voint of occident fros the west on route U.S. 20 the high-
way iB practically level and tangent for a distance cof
approximately 5,850 feet, che crossing being at a poiat
15C feet wesat of the erst ead of this t-n.;ent. On ac-—
couat of the angle at which the highway crosses thé track
1t 1s necessary for the driver of an eestbound bus to look
ahead 2nd to the rigat in order to se=e an approaching
westbouad train.
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. In the vicinity of the noint of accidenl a line
of poles 1€ to 192 1ncnes in dianeter, locsted about 100
feet apart alont the elegtric railway and about 3 feet
south of the soath ends of the ties, restricts the view
had by drivers of eastbound hignway vehicles when guch
vehicles are very close to the ciossiag, wiaen at a dis—
tance froi the croesing ta2 view 1s unlimitec 1n clear
weatnher, since the surface of the rround 1a this vicinity
is apout level with tae rarlroad and the highway. There
1s & railroed warrin; siza on the hishway z2ppreaching
vhis cressing frorm the west, ana a railroad crossing slgn
when close to the track of the electric railway, this
rallway does not meintein any warniny bell or flash-—
lights at the crossing.

It wos snowing at the tice of toe accident, which
occurred at =bout 1.10 p.n.

Description.

Westbound passcnger train No, 213 consisted of
motor 164, of steél-uncerframe construction, and was 1n
charge of Concductor Truenman oand Jdotorman Schuyler,

This traian deperted from Monroeville, 7.47 miles ecst

of Bellevue, at l.p.m,, five miautes late, 2nd was de—
rallod by siriking the tus on the crossing near Bellevue
while traveling at a sneed eslimated to have been between
&b and 40 miles per acur.

The Greyhound wctor bus, No. 343, sastbouad, had
a seating rapaclLty for 1 passengers and had one door
1n the freyl end on the right side opposite the driver's
gseat. This bus, in charge of Driver Edward Butler, de-
parted from Detroit, Mich., at 8.30 a.m., and was cross-
ing the tracke of the Lake Bhore Electiric Railway at a
speed estimated to have been from 2 to © miles per hour
wnen 1t was struck by traia Mo. 213.

The bus was practically destroyed and came to

¢ rest 1n a ditch of soout 3 feet in depth parallel witn
the track just off ths north ends of the ties and about
100 feet west of the crossing. The front end of motor
164 caume to reest on top of the rear end of the bus aad the
rear end partly derailed oa the roed bed. The employees
injured were the motorman and ccnductor cf the passeager
train.
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Swrmary of evidence

Bdward Butler, driver of bus 343, statea that
28 he gpproached the crossing on the Lake Snore Eleciric
Raillway he made & stop zbowt 8 or 9 fect frow tne tracks,
a6 then zot out, wiped tac wind shield, walked anead and
locked wp and down the track tat could net see far on
account of the snow. He then foc back 1n the bus, looked
voth ways aad started, =zad when Lhe front cnd of tne car
had re=ched about the niddle of the track, 2 prssenner
1n the froas end of the ¢2ar colled "traint. Tac bus
driver snid ¢ 3hon loocked ouwt and saw the treian Just
beforz 1t strucz the bus. Hz st-ted th~t hz did not ac-r
the whistle a2t any tine, nor did he sce the troin coming
before tis passsagor cnlled a warniaz, soying 16 was
snowing so hoard tntt he could s2¢ - distonce of oaly 25
or 30 feet. Bue Driver Butler furticr stoted thot hoe was
parfectly fomiliar with the territory 1in which this
accident occurred, he had operated o bus dnily over 1118
route for the past five ponths, and when eaployed by the
Greyhound Lines he was required vo undsrgo a physical
examination which includsd ais sight =nd hearing. He
also said 1t 18 a requirenent of the Greyhound Lines
and of tne Public Utility Law to make a stop »t 2ll
rairlrond Croeslags.

Lillian Lapalla, a passen, gr wWiao was ridlaf 1n
the front seat benind the dr-ver, on taze left side noxt
to the window, stoted thot the window was so brdly steared
thet sne could not see whrouch 1t, th-tv the bus stopoed
at the r-ilrozd crossinr for o few sceconds 2nd the ariver
got out and wiped the wind shield, then got ia ~goila,
loo¥ed bota woys and sizrted. Shce 8214 she did not see
the trnir coming bLefore 1t struck thaem.

Edward Willaians, o pnesenr,eT wac wns Tidiung 1a
the front seat next to tac window oa lhe right sics,
stated th~¢ the bus stopped ot tae crossing but on ac—
count of the window being coverad with stean hs could not
sez out. He di1d not inow now loxng the bus stopped or

whether or not tihe driver opeasd the door.

drrvin Loreaer, & pass3arer whe wAS ridlas 1n
the third ssat from the froat cad on the left side, next
to the window, s=:4 tas bue stopped and storted agnin,
and ta~1 if the driver 1oft the bus he pust heve done 1t
guickly -8 he did not see ain toke =2ay such 2ction.
ir. Loranger saw the train just vefore 1t struck the bus.
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Hownrd Schrifer, s passcager who was riding in
the sccond eent fro: tag rear cad on the left side, nsxt

to the window, stated tiaat he did not know whether or

not the bus stogped at the cressitag, tne window was covered
w1ith stcan but ne geid no particular sttention to what

Was £01ng on arsund hias.

A11 of the above statenenlts were takXen at the
hospital at Bellevue, Chio, and tag coadition of some of
the patients was such fhect 1t was not advisable to guestion
them any more than wee absolutely necessary.

Motormaa Schurler, of train No. 213, stated that
approaching the c¢rossing his train was traveling at a
speed of about 40 mileg per hour znd thet he saw the bus
when hig train was about %00 feet from the crossing, being
able to sees thot far because the gnow had surned to rain,
he 2lso sow the bus mnle the safety stop 10 or 1z feet
fron tne crossing but d1d not see the draiver get out.
When his train wes aopout 200 feet from the crossing the
bus started ahead 2nd e then shut off the powsr, opplied
the bralres, put on the sanders and reversed the notors,
and then stepped back ottt of the why. He stzted ihnt his
troia strack thz bus r.gnt back of the ceb, and estimnted
that the bus wos troveling ot a speed of 4 or 3 niles por
nour ond th~t he hod reduced the speed of ais trmin Lo
~bout 25 .n1les »er nour. The brakes on his GLT WEre
operatine oroperly cnd the headlight wes burning dimly,
on 2account of tne weal.2r cowndibions.

Conductor Trueron, of train No. 213, stated th~t
he was standing in the 12ar end of the car when he felt
the prakes applied and hasrd the rotorman scund several
short blasts on the wnistle, this being Just before the
accidcnt occurrad. Ev estisated the speed of hig lrain
to have been abovul 40 i1lez per nour and did not think
there was any meaterial reduction in the speed. He also
sai1d that 1t weas snowing at the tine of the accident.

Megsenger Bozgs stated thet hs was ridiag behind
the motorwan and when within a distance of about 700 teet
of tae crossing he was able to loock tarough the snow and
sce tac bus, which had wnractically stopped. He could not
gsay whether or not tac driver got out of the bus, btut 1t
appeared that he cnly stopped long eaoucsh *+o sghiit geers.
Messcnper Bogrs thourhs the train was travelinsg at a soeed
of zwoout 50 miles per rour aad thet 1t was ekout 150 feet
fron vhe CGiossiac wher the bus sitarted acrose, the notor—
man sovnded tas regal-r crossinz whistle, thoen short
blasts, and egpplied the oralkes, He tlouzht the speed of
the trzia had been reduwced to adbout 35 or 40 miles per
hour anad thet the bus voe traveling at o sneedi or anoat

O mileg per hour.



Section Forewrr Zverly stoted thot ot the tine
ol the accident he was 2t stop & loc~ted 2bout 200
Teet west of tne crossing. He srw the bus zpprocch the
crossing, ucord tieria LL. 312 sound the regulor crossiag
whistles for sever~l Tighwny groae cr0ﬂ511gs tness cross-
ings bering located 3, uOC f“eu, 1 wils ~nd 14 11les,
respectively, eost of the point of 1001deﬂt, nnd shortly
cfter the whistle si7acl for route 20 hod been sounded
he asard scvernal short blasts of the whistle. EHe snw the
bus stop ~nomentarily ~t the crossing but did not see the
driver le-~ve tha bus. Ee wog clsc able to see the trnin
appronchiinT ond realized $hnt o collision wose uiminent.

A check wnde n wesk ~fter the cccident occurred
disclosed that 1,879 wvchicles, including 33 passenger
busszs, passed over thig crossing within 2 2B4-hour pericd.
Of this nunber 1,173 vehicles including 12 passenger busses
passed wichin an g-hour oerrod extending from 10.45 a.rm.
to B6.45 p.m. The recerds for a 30-day period show thet
an average cf approximetely 29 troins of the Loke Shore
Electric R-1lway, 18 troins of the Wheeling ond Lakec Erie
Railrocd cad approxiantely 8 trains of the New York Ceatral
Rtilrood poes over tois highway doily ¢t the crossings of
their resjective r-~1ilroc-ds. Both the New York Central
and the wneelins ond Loke Erie Rroilrondas wnint~in flash
light worning s:cnfls 1a addition to the usu~l crossing
81gNS.

Conclus.ons

Tnis =c¢cicent wos c~used by ~ bus being driven
on the track directly zn front of 2n oporonchiag %roila,
for wnich Bus Driver Butler 1s responsitle.

While this crosriny 18 nct prosaected eirthcr by

a ywatchw~a or sutomatic fl-sh ligi.t devices, ths frct
renains ta~t tnae bus drivaer whs thorou hly f~rmili~r witn
the conditiong ot thig crossiang, haviap driven over 1t
d~1ly for o period of scvernl months. He said the saow
restricted his view to - distonce of 25 or 30 feect, but
othar cvidence indic~ted thnt the bus could be seen a
distaace of frecm 700 to 800 fecet. Uader tnése circwr
gt2aces thcre 15 no recson why the bus driver should not
aave geen the oporonching trein unless the windows through
whilch he wos loo%in< wizre covercd vita steom, 28 wos the

ccee with sonic of ths other vindows. Thore i1s nlsc
nrobability th~t wvhen ac brouwzat the bas to a stop 1t wes
~T a poiat whigco couscd thic ling of polaes beside tha
rollwasy track to cut ofr his view vhen zected 1a the
ariver's se~t, ~ad th-t the wrain was closely apororcilng
the crossing 2% the tine ae returned to his sent caa
started ahead. Ir tae windows ot the head end of the bus
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wore free froo ste~t on tac 1nside ~ad snow on the outside,
thers is no renson way the use of reosoa~ble precoution

by tac bus driver in stcpping his bus, as well as in
starting 1t, saculd not have erabled him to prevent this
accidecat.

A blue priat furnished by the County Engincers!
Office at Norwalk, Ohio, shows a proposed route U.S. 30
wialch would neccssitate approxiately 5,000 feet of now
rigat of way aid woula discoatinue the crossing of the
tracks of ithe 3 rallrosds ienticaned and also tac tracks
of 12 railroads on .onroz Sirect, at Bellcvue, and sub—
stitute tac crossing of & rzilroad tracks on lain Street
where @ new highway 1g uvader coasidoration. This would
lessen the numper of railroad trackys to be crossed in
this viciaity to 5 i1nstcad of 15, and shorten the distonce
over routc U.S. 30 by coproximately 1,350 feet. Until
sucn 172 a8 tais propesed routc 1s copleted 2ad in
operot-on, 1n view of tre density of nighway trafiic as
well as tac traffe over the Lake Shore Electric Roiluay,
nrotestion of sone kiad should e furnishad ot the cross-
ing at walch tals accident occurred, either by flash
lights or by o watchann.

Bus Drivzr Butleor had nad five years! experiznce
as & draver for o transier conpray and an undert-kiag
company, ana had becn 1a the employ of tho Groyhound Lines
for eight months, the lcst five montas cperating over
tne rcute on walel taig ~cecident occurred. All of the
Loke Bhore Electric eiploycas were expericgaced nen and
at the tine of the ocecrdent nonc of them had bezn on duty
in violrtion ¢f any of ta2 orovisions of th= hours of
g8ervice law. The bus ariver ~rrived in Detroit at 9.45
Pefl. the pravioas cveaint ~ad left Detrcit the feolloving
morniag ot 8430 ..

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. 30RLAID,

Director.



