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Ia re Investigation of Acofdent om the Lake Shore &
Miohigsn Southern Railyosd pear ¥t, Union, Ohie, on
Hovembar 6, 1013, '

On Novender 8, 1913, shere was g head~end ¢ollision ¥e-
tween two freight treins on the Lake Ghove & Hiokigaz Southern
Railroad, nesr Nt, Union, ohlo, esuiting L the death of 8
and the injury of & smployees.

After investigation of this acoident the Ghlef Inspegtor
of Safety Applisteses reports as follows)

The Allimnce Division of the lLske fhore & Miohizan Southern
Rallrced, on which thic acoldent ooourred, is e single track
line running north snd south. The traln dlspatehing system by
tolephone is used on thin line, & mssual blook systen being
provided whlch affords protestion for following movements only.
The traine involved in this collision were seuth-dound logeld
freight No, 7, eonsiating at the time of oollieion of engine
5810, 7 ldaded eers, and a oadooss, en Foute from Phalenz, Ohio,
to Dillonvale, Oblo, snd north-bound sxtra fyrelght Ne, 88B7,
qonsisting et the time of the eolllsion of engine 58a%, 17
loaded oars, and a ssboose, en route from Dillonvels, Ohlo, to
Allisnee, Ghio.

At the point of ecllision the traok is lald with %0 foot,
80 pound steel ralls. The ties ave cak, 18 to the reil snd
tellaated with granulated slag, The track and roedbed wore in
good ecndition., The speed restriotion for freight {:r&m is

30 miles par hour. NS
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Approaching the saone of mcoident from the north there ias
a 8% 10 qurve to the east 966 fcet in length in a out from 10
ta 16 foet deep, followsd by a tangent 630 foet lomg. Thls
curve obscured the vision of the engineman on ¥o. 7, and the
banks of the eut obscured the viaion of the fireman until they
wers wlthin 3570 feot of the point of aollision, Approsching
the soone of aollision from the south thers ie a2 49 curve to
the right 790 feet long in a out from 15 to 80 feet deep, follow=
ed by the above desoribed tangent. This surve and the benks
of the out limited the vislon of the enginemsn on the north-
bound traln to about 3I00 feet, The colllision ocourred on this
tangent 60 feeot from the south end, where there is a fill sbout
8 feat high, and o alie-tenths of cne per cent grade desgending
from the north. The weather was oleayr at the tlme of the accldent,

“outhebound treln Ho. 7, ocunslating of engine 8698, 3
losded onrs, mnd a paboose, in charge of Oonducstor Josh and
Enginewean Price, left rhalanz, Chio, ot 6:30 a.m. on time., At
Horth Benton, engine 5598 fallzd aund englns 5810 wes subatituted,
A% Allfenoce Yard, Ghlef Train “ispateher iiller gave Coadustor
Josh train order lo. 81 rending as follows: A

"No seven 7T, will meet .xtyra rifty five Eighty seven
66@87--north adt ¥t. Union,”
Train No. 7 left Alllanos Yard ot 10:20 a,m., snd after perlorRe
ing some work at Alllence rsight house jroseceded to and arrived
at 4%, Untom at 10:80 a.m,, vhers the operator gave Jondustor

Josh an order to mest train ilo, 8 at Paris and s e¢lemrance card



o

rending, "No furthar orders for tralz Bloek 1s ¢lear Frogeed."
At this time Ho, 7 oconsisted of 7 loaded eors and & vaboose and
left Nbt. Unlon at 10:54 s.m,, and affar running: B.2 nlles scllide
#¢ with north-bound extre Ko, 5587 at 10:88 a.m. The sversge
spead of Ko, 7 Betwaen %, Unlon end $he point of enllision waas

&3 milea per hour,

Horth-Yound extra Ko, 5587, eonsisting of engine BHS7?,

20 loaded oars, sand a caboose, in sharge of Conductor Ganncn end
Englneman Aprigglos, left Dillonwvale, QOhlo, ot 4:50 a.m, At
Hinerva, after setting out 3 esra, ecndiuetor Gennon reaeived
traln oprder Xo. &1 stating that Ne. 7 would meet north-hound
axtra No, 5587 at 48, Union. Rxtra Bo. 5887 left kinerva at

19 a.n. and pessed Freeburg, the last Selegraph statliom, 4.4
milas from the point of eollislon, at 101350 a,m.,covering

the dlstenee from Freedurg to point of golllsion in & minutes,
at an average speed of 33 miles per hour.

Both loaomotives and one tender wers deralled btut re-
mained upright on the roadbed; the sther tander, four destroyed
sars, and 5 dameged oars wsre plled upbn esok aide of the
traok below the level of the rosdbed.

Condugtor Josh, of train Bo. ¥, stoted that he recelived
at Allimnoe Yard traln order No. 8l, fopn 31, directing that No,
7 moet extra north-bound 9587 at ¥t. Union, an order stating
thet the Paris doubling traok was dlooked with asys with men in

oerd, He steted that ke startsd toward
the fromt end of his train with thease orders in bis hand, that

then, end s olearance

while he was passing the rser ocer of his train Pireman Davis,
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of No, 9, who hed §Hat left the osbooss, paseed his amd %ock from
hAis hand the 2 orders and olesrancs gard., KHe further stated that
ke direated Flreman Davis to deliver the orders snd elesrsnse esrd
0 Enslan;r Frice vho was at that time sitting in the e2b window,
Bo stated Shat he saw Fireman Davis give Engineer Price the orders,
and that he saw Frice open end read thew, after which hs snd the
enginear exohanged signals snd the train started. wWhile at the
Alllsnos freight house, about six~tanthks of a mile from Alllsnoce
Yard, ead about £4 minutes before the eollimion, Conduator Josh
olaims ke gelled the attent.on of Firemen Davis to the meet ordsr
st 4t, Union, and that Davis seid, “0, yes.” Conductor Josik atate
#d that he was sure that ho gave to Flagman Fatriok the order to
meet Ho, G587 at Mt. Unlon, but Flagman Patrisck absolutely denies
that he ever aaw the order or that he had sny information whatse-
aver eoncerning Mo, 5587 until after the gollisien, Conducter Josh
atated tliat after he hed unloeded scme freizht at Et. Union he re~
seived & slearance card and the order to maet No. 8 at Paris., He
handed this order and slearsnge card to Brekemen Lowery, who was
working the front end of the train, to dsliver to Bugineman Frise,
and olaims that he zew Prioce recelve them from Lowery. Josh atate
ed that Snginemsn Frice then whistled off amd that he allowed him
to proceed, he having entirely forgotten his meet order with ixtra
5587, dhen the eollislon occurrad ils first thought was thet his
train (had sollied with No. 8, and thet ke 414 net think of the or-
dar go mest oxtra BS587 until he took his orders from the hook in
the cabogne and read them, Le atated that ke then Qi;;ia his or=-
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dors im hls pooket from which he lost them efter the sollisfon
Braltenan Lowery stated that Engineman Friee 41d not show
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hinm the order to neet extra 5587 at ife, éntaa. and that ke 4id not
know that any suoh order had been ressived until after the oolli~
sion., Brakeman Henferson, of No. 7, ntagna that Conductor Josh
did not sdow him the meot order for Mt. Unlom, sud that he 414 not
know anything about 1t until aftar ths gollislon,

About six hours after the eollisiom Roumd«fiouss Foreman
Fogter, in the prasence of ﬂupariutonﬁnnﬁ Watking, took frcm the
order hook in the gsdb of eangine Ho, 8810, the order directing Neo.
7 to meet extra B8871t, Union. This feet, in addltion to the
statenent of Conduster Josh, s the only evidence that Eugloensa
Price ever received this order, If enginemsn Frioe 4id rscelve
end read this order, hoth he and canﬂﬁeﬁerliﬁuh farget 1t at appae
rently the asme tins,

Operator Lsker st Zt. Union stated thet he 314 not kancw thet
Ho, 7 was to meeat Extra LEBT7 at M, Union and that, owing to =

curve in tha track whleh obastructed his wiew at that polnt, he oould

got tell whether No, 7 wae pulling ocut or Jfust moving down to the
lower end of the yard, l
The direct cause of this ¢ollision wae the fsilure of Jon-

ductor Josh snd Zngineman Frioe to somply with the order fixing Xt.
Union as the meating polant of thease trains., A sontributing oasume
was the viclation By them of ¢that part of rule 210 whieh reguires
the gonductor personally to deliver to the sngibeman, and the on-
gineman to rsad aloud to ths ¢ondustoy, all eorders on Form 321 be-

fors prooseding.
This ¢ompany's rule No., Z08 reads as followa: (/ﬁ\

"A traln order to be sent to two or more offices nust Yhe tranae-
nitted simultaneously to as many of them aas precticsble, Tke
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s “‘Mmm the treins are to meet, end nexs tl m-r of ﬂpori-

B O e

o the auwperior tm&n. B

i (ﬁﬁ In this lﬂsﬁanae this rule was nat"qugaliea wlth. While

| order No. 51 was sent simultancously to the two Srains at Alliange

g Yard and Winerve, the dlopatoher 411 pot adiress She operator at
Kt, Union, ths meeting point fixed by the order, Xf the dispateher
izml sont order Ho, 01 to the operator at S, Union elso, az re-
guirsd dy rule No. 208, thls acaldent undoudbtedly would mot have
oaourred, #hile Supsrintendent Fatikine of this 4ivision astated
thot that pert of this rule which required the operator at the nest-
ing point of trsins to be furnished e 80Dy of meet orders was
Aot end isd not been Iin foree for shout 7 years, snd this state-
nent was verified by other employeea, ne mentlen of tils rule la
made in the speaiel instruaticnp in the timeteble whare modifioa-
tions and changes of a number of rules are notedi Zurthermore, it
appesrs that the book of rules, from whigh the foregoling rule lu
quotead, wae printed in the yoer 191C, snd 1 any shengee in the
rules had been made prior to that dete sueh ghanges should at thet
tize Bave been incorporsted in the prianted rule hook., The requiraw
ments ef rule o, 208 sre sbaclute and nmendatory; such rmles should
be strictly sdherad %0 and rigldly enforeed, Rule: whioch wers not
sxpooted to be obeyed should not be parymitted to sppesr or to re-

(. maln in the mles of a rallroad eompany,

The traln and engine orew of traln Ho, 7 had baoen on duty

4 hours and 59 ninutes at the time of the eolllsien./ The train
s7ew hand desn off duty 12 hours snd 45 minutes, and the ‘engine arew

had been off duty 1B hours snd 26 minutes prier to the commenoement
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of the Srtp. The enginamen and fizemen o éa.“?’ﬁn Hlled in
the ¢ollision. R m :

The tmu and nngxnn erew of ext¥ys m. mv hd besn nn
© duty 18«3 hours at the Sime ermnmam.mmum
having been off duty 1l Rours snd 8 Muuﬁu uﬁ m engine orsw
19 bhours and 50 sinutes preceding the tﬂp.

Gondugtor Josh enterad the ssrvice ks bDraksmap August 28,
1909, was promoted to extra freight conductor Nov. 87, 1911, end
had & good reputation eand slesy record, He had ﬁma but twe
dsys on the locel freight bdefore the date of the eollislon, Zo-
gluenan Frige entered the servics as enginenen Deg, 8, 1903, wos
a men of good reputatlon, epd considered by hia superiora sz an
officient engineman, During his estaploymens ke Rad bheen suspended
36 days and reprimsnded onos for infwacticns of the rulss. All
other employees on this train were experienced men with good red-

erds,
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