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tn re Investigation of Aoeident on tha Lake Shore a 
Miabigsn Southern Ballread near tit* Union, Ohio, em 

Jioveaber ft, 191S* 

Oa Jtoveaber 0, 1913, there wee a head-end eolllalon be
tween two freight trains en the Lake Shore * gienigan Southern 
Railroad, near at, galea, Ohio, resulting la the death ef 5 
and the injury of I eaployeee. 

After inveetigation off thie aaoident tho Chief Inapeetor 
of Safety Applleneeo reports on foilowei 

The Alllanoe Division of tho lake Shore ft Blehlgan Southern 
Sallroad, on whieh thia accident oeaurred, lo a aingle traek 
lino running north and south* The train dlepatehing system by 
telephone ie need en thia line, a manual bleak eystam being 
provided whieh ef fordo proton tion for following movement a only. 
The tralna involved in this oollieion wore eouth-bound looal 
freight So* t, eonelating at tho tise of oollialon ef engine 
0810, ? ldaded ears, and a oabooae, on route front Phalanx, Ohio, 
to Billonvale, Ohio* end north**hound extra freight tfe, S087, 
eoneieting nt the tin* of the eolllalon of engine 5887, 17 
loaded oere, and a oabooae, en route from Dllloavale, Ohio, to 
Allianeo* Ohio* 

At the point of oollieion tho traek in laid with 80 foot, 
80 pound etael rails, The tiee are oak, 10 to tho roll end 
ballasted with granulated elag. Tho traek end roadbed were in 
good condition. The apaed reatriotiea for freight tralna ia 
SO milaa par hour* 



Approaching the soona of ea old eat from the aorta thera la 
a 6° 10* aurve to the eaet 960 feat la length In a out from 10 
to 16 feet deepi followed by a tangent 830 feet long. Thle 
curve obaeurod tbe vision of tbe engineman on So. 7, and tba 
beaks of tbe out obscured tbe vision of tba fireman until they 
ware within 870 fast of tba point of collision* Approaching 
the caenc of collision from the south there ia a 4° curve to 
tbe right 700 feat long in a cut freia 16 to 80 feat deep, follow* 
aA by the above deaarlbed tangent. This curve and the banks 
cf tba cut limited the vision of the englneasn en the north
bound train to about 300 foot, The collision occurred on thia 
tangent 60 feet from the south and, where there la a fill about 
S feat high, end e six-tenths of one per eent grade descending 
from the north. The weather urns olesar at the time of tha aaoideat* 

South-hound train ifo. 7, oemsl sting cf engine 8B96, S 
loaded oars, and a caboose, In charge of Conductor <7osh and 
Ingineamn Price, left Phalanx, Ohio, nt 6J30 e.m. on time. At 
North Benton, angina 9598 failed and engine 3610 waa substituted. 
At Alliance Yard, Chief Train dispatcher Miller gave Conductor 
Josh train order So. 31 reading a® followst 

"Ho seven 7. will meet Jxtra fifty five Eighty seven 
5587—north at M* union." 
Train No. 7 left Alllanoe Yard at lOtSO a.m., and after perfotm-
ing soma work at Alliance freight house proceeded to and arrived 
at Mt, Colon at 10:60 a.ia., vtere the operator gave,Conductor 
Jcob an order to eteet train ̂ o. 3 at Paris and a elaeremoe cord 
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reading, "So farther orders for trala Bloek is clear Pressed.* 
At this tisse He. 7 consisted of 7 leaded ears sad a caboose sad 
loft Wt, Union at 10:34 o,m,, end after runnings E.2 alias soilId-
ad with north-hound extra So, B5Q7 at 10,93 a,a. tho average 
speed of Ho* 7 between Mt« Union and tha point of collision was 
33 alios per hour. 

Horth-bound extra So, 5597, constating of engine 0607, 
£0 loaded oars, and a caboose, in charge of Conductor Gannon end 
Eaglne&en ̂ priggias, left Billonvale, Ohio, at 4: SO a.su At 
Mi&erra, after setting out 3 oara, conductor Gannon received 
train order 2?o. Si stating that He. 7 would neat north-hound 
extra Bo. S567 at Mt. Union. Sxtra So. SOS? left Mnorva at 
10 a.ffl. end paseed Jreetourg, tha last telegraph station, 4*4 
miles from the point of eolllelon, at lOtSd a.a.,covering 
the distance froa Fr&eburg to point of collision in © minutes, 
at an average speed of 33 miles par hour* 

Both locomotives and one tender were derailed but re* 
ualned upright on the roadbedi tha other tender» four destroyed 
cars, and S damaged cars were piled upon each side of the 
track below the level of the roadbed. 

Conductor Josh, of train &o. 7 » etstad that he resolved 
at Alliance Yard train order Ho. 51, toon 31, directing that Ho. 
7 meet extra north-bound 9587 at £t« Union* an order stating 
that the ?ario doubling track waa blocked with cars with asn in 
them, and a clearance card. Be stated that he started toward 
the front end of his train with these ordere in hie hand, that 
while he vas passing the rear oar of hie train fireman Davis, 



of So, f9 who had Just left the oeboose, passed hla end took froa 
ale head the 8 orders ead clearance card, fie further stated that 
he directed Flreaao Davis to deliver the orders ead elesraaoe esrd 
to Engineer Price who was et that time sitting la the eah window. 
So atated that he sew fflreaaa Davis give Engineer Price the orders* 
ead that he sew Prise open sad read thea, after which he sad the 
engineer exchanged signals ead the train started* Halle et the 
Alll&aoe freight house, ahout aix-tentha of e alia froa Alllanoe 
Tardy sad about £4 minutes before the collision, Conductor Josh 
elaine be called the attention of ?lre&an Davia to the sect order 
et &t« Union, ead that Davia said, *0 t yee** Conductor Josh stat
ed that he wae sure that h» gave to 71agaan Fatriok the order to 
aeet So, 698? at &t. Union, hut flagman Patriok absolutely denies 
that be ever sew tbe order or that he had nay information whatao-
ever eoneerniag Ko. S58? until after the colllaion. Conductor Josh 
atated that after be had unloaded some freight et &t. Union be re
ceived a clearance card and the order to meet &o. 8 at Paris. He 
handed this order end clearance card to Brakeaaa Lowery, who was 
working tbe front end of the traia, to deliver to Bngineman Price, 
aad claims that he aaw Prieo reoeive then froa Lowery. Josh stat
ed that Inglaeaan £rioe then whistled off aad that he allowed hla 
to proceed, he having entirely forgotten hie aeet order with Sxtra 
8597. 3heu the collision occurred his first thought wae that hie 
train had eollled with Ho. a, and that he did not think ef the or
der go aeet extra 8937 until be took his orders from the hook la 
the cabooee and read thera. He stated that be thea placed bis or
ders ia hie pocket from whioh he loat thea after the collieionf 

Sr&keaan iowery stated that Eagiaemaa Prloe did aot show 
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hia the order to Moot extra 688? at nt* Union, end that no did not 

know that any auah order had toon received until after the e o l l l -

aion* Brakeaan handareon, of Ho* 7, atated that Conductor Jo eh 
did not show hist the meet order for Mt. Union* and that he did not 
know anything about it until after the collision* 

About six hours after the oollieion Round-house Foreman 
i 

Footer, in the presence of Superintendent Watklns, took froa the 
order hOek in the oeb of engine No. 6810. the order directing Ko« 
7 to aeet extra 8887M* bnion* Thia faat , in addition to the 
statement af Conductor Josh* la the only evidence that Ingiaeoaa 
Priaa ever received thia order* If englneaaa trioa did reeeivo 
and read thia order, both ha and Conduotcr Josh forgot It at appa
rently the aaae tine* 

operator Baker at Mt* Union atated that he did not know that 
So* 7 was to Beet sxtra i>587 at Mt. Union and that* owing to a 
eurve in tha traek whlah obstructed hie view at that point* he oould 
not tall whether So. 7 wae pulling out or Just moving down to the 
lower end of tha yard, 

lhe direat aauae of thia collision wae the failure of Con
duotor Josh and Englneman Price to eo&ply with the order fixing Mt. 

Union aa the meeting point of theee trains* A eontrlbnting aauae 
was tha violation by them of that part of rule £10 whlah requires 
the eonduator personally to deliver to the ongineaan, and the en
ginemen to r&ad aloud to tha eonduator, all orders on Form 31 be
fore proceeding, 

Thia company's rule Bo. 208 reade no follows: 
"A train order ta be sent to two or more offioee aunt be trans-
nitted simultaneously to aa oeay of then ae practicable* The 



^W**#MU& THE trains are TO MEET, END next, ia THE order OF Wlpori 
ority OF trains, EEEH office taking ita proper address* then 
not oont almultaneouely to ali, tba ©ROAR mast BO gant first TO 
TOO superior train*4* * ' S 

0 In tbia instance thia rale waa aot complied with* While 
order Mo* 61 waa aant simultaneously to tba two tREins at Allianaa 
Tard and Ulnerva, tha dlapatoher did not address tba operator at 
lit, union, tba meeting point fixed by tba order* Xf tbe dlapatobar 
bad aent order SO. SI to tbe operator at Kt. Union elao, aa RE
quired by mla Kb. 208, tbla aeeldent undoubtedly would not have 
oeourred* tfhile superintendent Catkins of tola division atatad 
that that part of this rule which required the operator at the meat* 
tag point of traina to be furnished a copy ef meat ordere waa 
aot and bad not been in foree for about 7 ye are, and tbla state
ment waa verified by other employees, no mention of thia rule la 
made in the speaitti instruct lone in tha timetable where mod if lea-
tlona and ehsmgee ef a number of rules are noted} furthermore, it 
appears that the book of rules, from which the foregoing rule la 
quoted, waa printed in tbe yoar 1910, and if any ehengee in the 
rules had bean made pater to that dat© such ohangea should at that 
time have been incorporated in the printed role book* The require* 
stents af rule So* 208 are absolute and mandatary | auob rules should 
BE atrlatiy adhered to and rigidly enforced* Rules which were not 
expected to be obeyed should not be permitted to appear or to re-

C main in the rules of a railroad company* 
The train and engine orew of train So* 7 had b@en on duty 

4 hours and S9 minutes at the time cf tha colliaion.^FB© train 
crew bad been off 4uty 12 hours and 45 minutea, and the engine crew 
had been off duty is hours end 28 minute a PRIOR to the ceamumcemeht 
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of too t r i p . Too ensinesien sad fireman «f ]fo«"f'-«oro) ki l led In 
the collision* T 

Zoo train end engine crew of extra Ko* e$g? nod been on 

duty bourn «t the time of the eol l ie ioa c the train orow 

having been off duty 1 1 hours and 0 alnutea and the engine orew 

I t hours and 50 alnutes prosed ins the trio* 

Oonduotor Josh entered the esnrlee as brakeoaa August 8»» 
1909, was promoted to extra freight oonduotor H O T . 87, 1911, and 

had a good reputation and olear reoord. Be had worked but two 

days on tha local freight before the date of the eolliaion* En-

lineman Prloe entered the service as enginexiea Deo* 6, 1903, was 
a sun of good reputation, and considered by hie superiors aa an 

affioiant engineuan* During hia aaployoent be bed boon suspended 

36 days and reprimanded ease for infractions of the rules. Al l 

other employees on this train were experienced aen with good rec

ords* 


