
In fft Investigation of Avoidant en the $*fco 
Shore * ttiohigan Southern ft«ilway ** 
Kala&aaeo* lilahigan, on June Ifc, 

Oa June 18» 1913, there *** * h#«4~«md eollielon 
betvean a paefen&er train and a tpyfe train on the $ran& 
KspidB branch of fcha Iriohlgan Piviaism «f the M c e Sftore 
A Biohigen Southern Hallway, resulting in the death of £ 
employee* and the injury at S§ passengers* 3 ercploy&ea and 
2 vail elsrfcs. „ 

> 

Aftar investigatlon of this accident the Chief In­
spector of Safety Appliances reporto aa follows t 

, The CJr&nrt Haplda Branch of the Lake Shore * gishigai 
Southern Railway 1» a aiftgle tr«ofe line extending between 
©rami Hapida end shite Pigeon, Kieh*# a diataned of ©e isitea. Train a are operated under tha train order eyatea, without 
the une of tolook signals. 

$1)0 trains involved in thia aeeldent were northbound 
passenger train tfo. 538 and a eouthbound worlt train running 
a s an extra. the passenger train was In aharge of Oonductar 
Coofc and Snglnesian Hueneyegsr* It consisted of one Bail 
ear, ono baffagft oar and two oeaohee* and «aa hauled toy 
engine JJo. 6029. The work train *a* In eharge of Conductor 
teylor and Snglneemn HolEberg. At the time of the collision 
it wm hauled by engine Uo. 5761, and eeneieted of 1ft ears 
end a eabooae, 14 of the cars being loaded with ballaet. 

' On the dat® of *h© oollifiian train »o, 838 left Sttth&rt, 
lad*, Its Initial terminal, on t i n e , at **00 and arrived 
at Kala&asoo, illeh,, a s ?:4a &. a* SPhia train iff ioheduled 
to leave K&lamazQQ at B : o o o'aloofe, and 1« due to Arrive at 
tbe North Xard, 3/10 wilec north of £aXa»azod etation, at 
6}06 a.s. It loft iCfiî iaf.u-3 station on tiae, and collided 
wi fih the mrk train aoout 7f>0 feet north of I n * north e*iteh 
at Worth Ifard »»tw»en o i o a and StOft «•»* the aeeldent ooourrad 
in y&rd linita within the oity lialta of Kolaftagod, on a 
•hort tangent toetwean two curvea• Saoh ourva la 070 feet in 
length, and the ourv&ture of each la aoottt 0 dtgrace. fha 
traok at the point of the avoidant; ia lavalp and south of 
ths southarly marve la straight for a dlstanoa of I3at> faet, 
north of the northerly curva the tra<& t« gtvalfltt for a 
Aiat^ioa of 3/4 of a mile. r£ha vioia of the •n&iaeis&jf on 
triln Mo« 633 at the tl&d af tha aooldent waoj^fourad by 
box oara at the north a n d of the north yard on the east side 
of tha main track, and aleo by traet and ihrw^ory looatad 
on private property Juet outaide of the railroad rlght-of-tray. 



The vlet? cf the englmsm on the work train *a# obscured 
by ears on the elde track of tho Standard Faper Company 
and alto by t m e Just out a Ida of the right*ef>¥&y. The 
weather at tha tine of the eo&iaien waa clear, 

^he work train laft ftentworth yard, (trend R&pids, tiieh., 
on the morning of the accident nt about 6t3© end 
passed ?lffiinwoll, the last telegraph station north of tho 
point of the accident, at 7*41 a.a. Bite train had no 
ordera against train Ke* 638* there Ie tone discrepancy in 
the titse at whlah the work train la supposed te have passed 
Cooper station, 6.? miles north ef Kalanasoo, Ehglneasn 
Kolffiberg stating that it was 7i4Q a»«L while the fireman and 
bra&eman who were riding on the engine at the tlae stated 
that It wee 7;eB a.e. Conductor fay lor nuts the time at 
between 7s60 &n£ 7:66, while Bear Brofceaan Smith said it 
was ?:fi5. In any event, it is olcar that this train, even 
if it passed Oooper at 7$48. ee stated by ffiaglneoah nolaberg, 
did not have time to reach the north yard at JCal&csagoo and 
clear train Ho. G$2 five nlnutes as reottired hy the rules. 
At about 8i00 a.®, this train stepped at the switch of the 
standard 3»&per Qospany, located a, £00 feet north of the point 
cf fche accident, the intention ef Inglnenan Holeberg being 
to take the siding at that point end steet train Mo. £32. 
When the stop was nt&de Conductor fay lor, at the rear end of 
the train, signaled the engincaan not te heed in, as he 
thought the Paper Mill elding wee net safe to use. the 
enginetŝ n nl stock the conductor's eigne! to seen proceed, 
and he told head brakeamn tfotherisah to get the flag and get 
out on the pilot and flag the train doen to the north yard. 
After the braKeraao get the flag he ran end Jumped on the 
pilot and the train proceeded south free the Paper Kill 
switch and had passed frora the atr&ight track onto the first 
curve a distance of about 630 feet when Snglnenan Hel&berg 
saw train tfo. s$8 approaching, the verts train was running 
at a speed of about 4 or 6 alios per hour nt that tlee, and 
had ai&ost come to a stop whan the collision occurred. 

Conductor Taylor of tha wane train said that the col* 
lis ion occurred between B t O Z and 8t04 aja, Brakenan Smith 
ef tha work train said that it was Si04t while Operator Stewart at the telegraph office south of north yard, who 
delivered the orders to train Ho. 633, ie positive In his 
statement that it wee 8s04 when train Ie* »30 departed froa 
the telegraph office, and that ie the tine shewn en the 
train sheet. At the tise of the eeeldent train No. 832 was 
running about SO jslles per hour* 

?hia accident waa caused by the failure ef den&uetor 
Taylor and Kngineean Helnberg ef the work train to comply with 
Mule tfo. 89 cf the Lake ahore 6 Hiohigan Southern Railway 
Company, which requires Inferior trains te clear superior trains at meeting points at least five slnutes, else m infraction cf 



flegging rule »o. 99. Thie train ehettld teir# re»ain*4 at 
Ooop#irf una both Enginaa&n Keljgharg ana Conauotor fayier are to blaM for allowing their toils U|ui0lf)t«t point on 
««oh abort Use* mid alee for not putting their train on 
tho tiding at the Standard fcaper SJottpany** iwitfih etww it 
arrived there et 8?0O o'oloc* inete&d of prooee<*ing Into 
tht north y&M. • , 

A proper regard for tho eafetsr of his train thouM have 
inducad Conductor Taylor to riSa oa tht engine inete&d af 
in the Oabooee* eons!daring that ha was epproaehing a aeeting 
point on ehort tis>*># end -»hon his train etoppad at the Paper Kill Ooapaity'e ewlteh* ana ha decided it eaa not eefe to 
enter the elding at that plnoa, fc* atemtd have ha"U hi« traia 
there until a flagman had been tent A raffioisttit gietanea 
ahead ta inenre protection before attempting to prooesd into 
tht north yarfl. 

There it a rule lisiting the epeed of train* to $ mile* 
Ser hour within the oity ltsite of Kalaoaioo* tide rul«« 
ewever* is habitually dlaragaMsd, end #et got observed by 
tht tngintfflan of train No. Mad the ipttd been 
rettriotod according %a the rul® there le a probability 
that this aooident aight havo been everted* 


