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4 In pe Investigaticn of Aeoldent on thé Leke
Shors & Miohigsn Southurn Eatliway st -
Kalomaroo, Miahigen, on June 18, 1913,
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On June 18, 1913, there was a head.end @ollision
between a Pagsonger Srein and a woPk Yrain gn the Jpsend
Repids Branch of the Wichigan Division of the Lake Bhore
& Biohigan Southern Hallway, reasulsing in the death of 2
gmplggeeg ng& the Anjury of 22 passshgerd, 3 #mployers and

sail clarka. , W '

After invegtigation of thig aseldent She Chief In.
epector of Jafety Appliances revorte as follows: -

» The Orand Rapids Branch of the Lake &hore & Hicshigen
Southern Hallway 12 a single track 1lipe sxtending between
Grand Raplds gnd White Pligeon, ¥ieh., a dleltanes of 26 miles.
Traing are rated under the train aprder system, without
the use of blook signala.

The trains involved in this aocident were northbound
pasesnger train Mo, BI2 and a gouthbound work fraln sunning
&8 an extra. The passenger train wae in eharge of Conduetor
Gook and Enginesmgn Hueneyeger. It sonsisted of one mall
oer, one b ¢ oar and two ooaches, and was hauled by
engine Yo. « The work traln was in chavge of Jonductor
Taylor and Engineman Holmberg. A% the time of the eolliglon
it was Hauled by engine Ho. 5761, and oonefisted of 19 ears
and g caboose, 14 of the cars belng loaded with ballest.

On the dpte of the ocollislon Strain Ho. 832 left Dlkhert,
Ind., 1% 1nitial terninagl, on tlse, &b 8100 a.us., and srrived
st Eplamazos, Mioh,, at 7:49 a, s, Thig $raln ig soheduled
to leave Kalamazoo =% 8170 o'alook, and Lz Aus %o aprrive ab
the North Zard, 3/10 miles north of Kalamazod statisn, aS
8108 a.m, IS 02% Knlouszas atation on time, and sollidea
with the work train abous 700 fest morth of the north switeh
at Horth Yard between 03105 and 8106 a.w, The secldent coecurred
in yerd lintte within tlhie city 1limita of Ealamazoo, on &
short tangent bstwesn fwo curves., Each ourve 16 6%0 feet in
length, and the curvature sf each is aboud O degrees. The
tragk at the point of the asocident is level, sad south of
the southerly ourve ls stroight for a &lastanos of 1380 feet,
porth of the northerly curve the frack is stral for a
disteanae af 3/4 of a alle. The view of the enginswsn on
tréin No. 832 gt the tiae of the ageldent wae sured by
box ocard at the north end of the porth yard the osst side
of tha saln trsck, and alsc by tress and shrubbery looated
¢n private praperty Just cutside of the railrvad right-of-way.
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The view of She englineman on Sthe work 4rain wae obacured
by dars on the slde traeck of the Ztandard Paper Sompany
and glso by tress just outelde of the right-ofwway, The
wveather at the time of the gallislon was glear,

Tho work frasin left Wentwopth yard, drand Rapide, Kish,,
on the morning of the ascident ot about 8135 a.2., and
pagsed Plainwell, the last telegraph station nortﬁ.ar the
point of the aeaiden@. et 714l s Jdt. Thiw Prain had no
orfiera sgainst Yraln No. 632, There 1« some Aiscrepanoy in
the time at which the work traim is suppowad o have pasged
Cooper etaticn, 6.7 miles north af Kalamagoo, Wnginemsn
Holubsrg atating that 1t was 7140 a.2. while ths fireman snd
brakeman =ho werse riﬁlng on the angine a% the tine gtated
that 1t waa 7:60 w.a. Uonduntor ¥aylop puts the Time b
betwean T80 and 7168, whils Rear Byrakoman Smith said 1%
was 7186, In any event, 1t L8 olesr that thias train, even
£ 1% paseed oopor nt 7:40, as stated by Engineman lolaberg,
d1d not hnve tise to reach the north yerd g% Kalapazog and
alear train NHo. 532 five minutes as¢ requived by the rules.

At about 8300 aum. this traln stopped at the awitoh of the
8tsnéard Paper Oompany, logated 2,200 fest north of ths point
of the acoident, the intention of Engineman Holoberg Deing
to take the slding at that polnt and me¢at Srain Mo, 832,
%Yhen the etor wss made Conduator Tarlor, at the resr end of
the traln, signaled the englneman not ¢o head in, as he
thought tﬁn Peper Nill slding was not eafe to upe. The
englnensan sletook the condudtor®s a!gﬂal to mean proceed,
end he %told hesd brokeuwan Cotheruan To go$ the flag and get
out on the pilot snd flag the train down €0 the north yard,
After the brakeman got the flag he ran and Juspsd on the
pilot and the train procesded south from She Paper ¥1Xd
gwitch and had pasced from tHe Etralght fradk onie the first
curve a dlatanse of about B850 feat when Enginesan Holmbery
saw train Ho, 832 nﬁproanhigf. the work train was running
at a zpead of about 4 or & wiles par hour at thet tlme, and
hed slmost come %o a #top whan the eollislon coocurred.

Sonduator Taylor of the work traln ssid that the ool-
lizicn cosurred betwaen 5103 end 8104 a.m, DBrakeman Smith
of the work train eaid that 1¢ wes 0104, while Upsrater
Stewart st the talagraph offlos south ef aopth yard, sha
delivered the ordsra to train ¥o, 632, fa positive in his
gtrtozent that 1% wae 6:04 shen ¥rain Ho, 532 departed from
the telagrrph office, and that is the time shown on tha
train sheet. At the time of the wooident ¥raln Nu, 532 waa
running about 20 miles pesr howr,

This sasident was eaused by the fallure of donduotor
Taylor and Enginesan Holmberg of the work €rain %o acsmply with

Hule Ho, 89 of the Leke Shopre & Miohigan Southern Rallway

Gomp&n!i which requires inferior trsine %o olenr sugerior trsine

at meating points at lesrst five minutes, slso sh infraction of
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flagging yule No. 99, This train have remained af
Cooper, and bBoth eman Holmb Sonfuotor Tayloy

ars to blame for allowing thely train Yo puse that point on
suoh short tise, and also for Bot ﬁnttlng thaiyr n an
the siding ab the SSandapd Papsr amw s wwitoh vhen 1%
arrived there et 2100 o'olock inaSend of provesding inko
the north yard. R

& proper regard for the safety of his $ruln should have
induced Gonductor Tayleor to rida on the engins inetesd of
in the osboose, conalilering that he waes spprosohing a seeting
Peint on short time, end »hen his train stoppad at the Paper
KA1l Company's switoh, aznd he deoided 1§ was not safe %o
enter tha eiain% at that plaoe, ke ghauld have held his tyein
thers until a flagman had been sent & suffiolent dletmnoe
ahead %0 ingure protection before attawpting So progesd inte
the north yard.

There ie a rulo limiting the speed of %rains to O miles
er hour within the oity limits of Xalasazoo. %Thia ruls,
ewever, 1a habliiually disregnrdad, end was Rod obaarved dy

the ang{nanan of train No, 632, Had the speed baen
restrioted acgording o the rile therse is a proavabilisy
that this acoident alsht have Desn averted.




