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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY" I N RS 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED 
ON THE LAKE ERIE & WESTERN RAILROAD NEAR OAK­
LAND, OHIO ON MAY 16 , 1933, 

June 18, 1933. 

To the Commission; 

On May I S , 1923, t h e r d was a head -end c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a passenger t r a i n and a f r e i g h t t r a i n on t h e Lake E r i e & 
w e s t e r n R a i l r o a d near Oak land , O h i o , which r e s u l t e d i n t h e 
d e a t h of one employee and t h e i n j u r y of e i g h t p a s s e n g e r s , 
one e x p r e s s messenge r , one m a i l c l e r k , and t h r e e e m p l o y e e s . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t pa r t of t h e Sandusky 
D i v i s i o n which e x t e n d s be tween T i p t o n Y a r d , I n d . , and San­
dusky, O h i o , a d i s t a n c e of 210 .3 m i l e s . Where t h i s a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e over which t r a i n s a r e 
o p e r a t e d oy t i m e - t a b l e ^ t r a i n o r d e r s , and a manual b l o c k -
s i g n a l s y s t e m . The p o i n t of a c c i d e n t was about 2,100 f e e t 
e a s t of the e a s t s w i t c h a t Oakland. A p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t 
f rom the eas t t h e t r ack i s t angen t f o r more than 2 m i l e s , 
w h i l e a p p r o a c h i n g f r o n t h e wes t i t i s t a n g e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e 
o f about 6 ,600 f e e t , f o l l o w e d by a c u r v e of 3° 0 1 ' t o t h e 
l e f t 1,200 f e e t m l e n g t h and then 161 f e e t of t a n g e n t t o 
t h e p o i n t of a c c i d e n t . T r e e s obscure t he v i e w a c r o s s the 
i n s i d e of the c u r v e . The g r a d e i s g e n e r a l l y d e s c e n d i n g 
e a s t w a r d b e i n g 0.57 per cen t at the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t . I t 
was r a i n i n g a t the t ime of the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d 
about 2,15 p . m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Westbound s e c o n d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r a i n Wo. 53 c o n s i s t e d 
o f 12 ca r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 436, and was i n 
c h a r g e of Conductor Ba t e s and Engmeman M y e r s . A t C o l d w a t e T , 
4 . 4 m i l e s from Oakland and the l a s t open o f f i c e , t h e crew 
r e c e i v e d a copy of t r a m o r d e r N o . 5 8 , Form 19 , p r o v i d i n g 
f o r a meet w i t n t r a m N o , 3 at Oakland , which i s an i n t e r ­
m e d i a t e s t a t i o n be tween two b l o c k s t a t i o n s . T r a i n N o . 53 
l e f t Co ldwa te r a t 3 .04 p . n . , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e t r a i n s h e e t , 
3 hours and 30 minutes l a t e , and was n e a r i n g Oakland when 
t r a m N o . 2 was seen t o be app roach ing and, a c c o r d i n g t o 
the s t a t e m e n t s of the c r e w , t r a m N o . 53 had been b rough t 
t o a s top when i t was s t r u c k oy t r a i n No . 3 . 
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Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 2 c o n s i s t e d o f one 
b a g g a g e c a r , one c o m b i n a t i o n car and one coach , a l l o f 
wooden c o n s t r u c t i o n , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 4156, and was i n 
c h a r g e of Conductor Rowe and Engineman B a s s l e r . At 
F o r t R e c o v e r y , 4 , 8 m i l e s from Oakland and the l a s t open 
o f f i c e , t h e crew r e c e i v e d a copy o f t r a i n order "No. 5 6 , 
p r e v i o u s l y r e f e r r e d t o , a l s o w r i t t e n on Form 1 9 . 
T r a i n No . 3 l e f t F o r t R e c o v e r y a t 3 .05 p . p . , 14 n i n u t e s 
l a t e , passed Oakland w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g and c o l l i d e d w i t h 
t r a i n No , 53 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a s p e e d e s t i m a t e d a t 
45 m i l e s an hour . 

Both e n g i n e s remained u p r i g h t , w i t h t h e i r f r o n t ends 
b a d l y damaged, w h i l e the head end o f t h e f i r s t car i n 
t r a i n N o , 3 was d e m o l i s h e d , as was t he 8 th car i n t r a i n 
N o . 5 3 . The employee k i l l e d was t h e engineman o f t r a m 
N o . 2 . 

Summary of e v i d e n c e . 

Engineman M y e r s , o f t r a i n N o . 5 3 , s a i d the s p e e d 
o f h i s t r a i n was about 20 or 95 m i l e s an hour when he saw 
t r a i n N o . 3 approsaching t h e eas t s w i t c h , t r a v e l i n g a t a 
h i g h r a t e of s p e e d . At f i r s t he thought i t was g o i n g t o pull 
by m a back i n , but when i t passed t h e s w i t c h , s t i l l 

t r a v e l i n g a t a h i g h r a t e of speed , he shut o f f s team 
and a p p l i e d t h e a i r orakes i n emergency . Engmenan Myers 
f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t he d i d not hear any w h i s t l e s i g n a l s 
sounded by t h e e n g m e n a n of t r a m N o . 2 , and was u n a b l e 
t o say d e f i n i t e l y whether the eng ine h a u l i n g t h a t t r a i n 
was working s t eam. F i reman Benner and Head Brakeman 
G r e s s were r i d i n g on the l e f t s i d e o f the e n g i n e and 
c o u l d not s e e t r a m No . 3 on account of the c u r v e , t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n b e i n g f i r s t a t t r a c t e d oy t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of the 
a i r b r akes made oy Engineman y . y e r s . 

F i reman E a r l y , of t r a i n N o . 2 , s a i d he r e c e i v e d the 
o r d e r from t h e o p e r a t o r a t F o r t R e c o v e r y and r e a d i t t o 
t h e engineman, who l o o k e d a t i t but d i d no t r e a d i t a l o u d 
and then p l a c e d i t i n h i s p o c k e t . F i r e r a n E a r l y d i d not 
remember whetner the w h i s t l e was sounded a p p r o a c h i n g 
Oakland, and s a i d the t r ^ i n ffas beyond the eas t s w i t c h , 
w i t h the e n g i n e work ing s t eam, when he r e a l i z e d i t s l o c a ­
t i o n and s-i, t r a m No. 53 l m r i e d n t e l y a h e a i ; he s a i d he 
t h e n c a l l e d t o t h e enginem-m t o shut o f f steam and jumped. 
F i r eman E a r l y f u r t h e r s x ^ t e d t h a t ne thought t h e e n g m e n a n 
r e a d t n e o rde r a t F o r t R e c o v e r y , a l s o t n a t he a c t e d as i f 
h i a n ind was on someth ing e l s e , not p a y i n g any a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e w-iter or s t eam. r ( 1he engineman had t h e window c l o s e d 
and was s i t t i n g on h i s s e a t box; F i reman E a r l y c o u l d not 
s ly d e f i n i t e l y where h i s hand was but thought i t n i g h t 
have been on t h e b rake v a l v e ; he s a i d , h o w e v e r , t h a t the 
engineman made no n o v e n e n t of any k i n d or any e f f o r t t o 
s t o p the t r a i n . 
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Conductor H o ' , e , of t r a i n No. 3 , s a i d tha t a t F o r t 
R e c o v e r y he r e c e i v e d one dopy of t h e o rde r t o n e e t t r a i n 
N o . 53 a t Oak land , the agen t g i v i n g t n e e n ^ i n e n a n ' s 
c o p y of t h e o rde r t o t h e f i r e m a n . As t h e t r a m approached 
V i c t o r i a , abou t 2^ m i l e s west of Oak land , the n a i l c l e r k 
g a v e t n e engmeman a s t o p s i g n a l on m e a i r w h i s t l e . 
The t r - n n t h e n p r o c e e d e d t o w a r d Oakland and Conductor 
Rowe and Brakeman Darby , bo th of v^liom w e r e r i d i n g m the 
r e a r c a r , s a i d t h e y l i d no t hear Engmeman B a s s l e r sound the 
n e e t i n g - p o i n t w h i s t l e s i g n a l . Under t h e r u l e s , i f t h i s 
s i g n a l i s not sounded t h e c o n i u c t o r i s r e q u i r e d t o " t ake 
i r i i i e i i a t e a c t i o n t o s t o p the t n . i n . 1 ' The re a r e no b u i l d i n g s 
i t O i k l a n d , t h e r e be ing o n l y a p a s s i n g t r a c k , t e l e p h o n e 
boo th at t h e west s w i t c h , and a s t i t i o n s i g n b o a r d n e a r l y 
1,000 f e e t from the west s w i t c h , and Conductor Rowe s a i d 
he l i d not r e a l i z e t h a t t h e t r a i n had p a s s e d Oakland u n t i l 
i t rounded the c u r v e i m m e d i a t e l y west o f the p o i n t of 
a c c i d e n t . He s a i d he had the m e e t i n g p o i n t m mind and 
t h a t i t /iras n e g l i g e n c e cn h i s pa r t in not o b e y i n g the o r d e r . 
Brakeman Darby was t a l k i n g w i t h a n o t h e r employee who was 
deadheading arid c i d not know h i s t r a m had p a s s e d Oakland 
u n t i l a f t e r the a c c i d e n t . Both of t h e s e e m p l o y e e s s a i d 
t h a t t n e y had no t n o t i c e d t h e engmeman shut o f f steam or 
a P P l y t h e a i r b rakes p r i o r t o the a c c i d e n t , n e i t h e r had 
t h e y n o t i c e d m y t h i n g unusual in t h e a c t i o n s of Engineman 
B e s s l e x , a l t h o u g h Conductor Ro^e s a i d t h e Engmeman 1 s f a c e 
was oadly s w o l l e n , so much so t h a t h i s e y e s were s c a r c e l y 
v i s i b l e . The employee w i t h whom Brakeman Darby was t a l k ­
ing a l s o s a i d t ha t he d i d no t f e e l any a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e 
a i r Drakes p r i o r t o t he a c c i d e n t . 

m i l e a l l of t h e t e s t i m o n y i n d i c a t e s t ha t Engineman 
B i s s l e r nad r e c e i v e d a c o p y of t h e o rde r t o meet t r a i n 
N o . 53 a t Oakland , i t c o u l d not be d e f i n i t e l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
tha t he had r e a d or u n d e r s t o o d t h e o rde r c o r r e c t l y . The 
r u l e s Pe rmi t t h e use of a t r a i n o r d e r on Form 19 t o 
r e s t r i c t t h e r i g h t s of a t r a i n an i i t i s no t r e q u i r e d t h a t 
c o n d u c t o r s p e r s o n a l l y d e l i v e r Form 19 o r d e r s t o t h e i r 
enginemen. 

The re i s c o n s i d e r a b l e q u e s t i o n as t o Engmeman B a s s l e r ' s 
p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n a f t e r making t h e s t o p as V i c t o r i a . 
A p p a r e n t l y no r o a d - c r o s s i n g w n i s t l e s i g n a l s were sounded, 
or a m e e t i n g - p o i n t w h i s t l e s i g n a l wnen a p p r o a c h i n g Oakland, 
and i t a l s o appea r s t h a t Engmenan B a s s l e r d i d no t shut o f f 
steam or a p p l y t h e a i r b r a k e s , b e f o r e t h e a c c i a e n t o c c u r r e d , 
n e i t h e r d i d he c a l l a warn ing t o t h e f i r e m a n , nor make any 
movement j u s t p r i o r t o t h e a c c i d e n t . The r e c o r d s showed t h a t 
Engineman B a s s l e r had been under t h e c a r e o f a p h y s i c i a n 
i n A p r i l , and a s t a t emen t o b t a i n e d from t h e p h y s i c i a n , was 
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t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t he was s u f f e r i n g from f a c i a l e r y s i p e l a s ^ 
but he c m ^ i ^ e r e d ne was m gco^ c o n d i t i o n r t n ^ r M s e end 
t h e e h- e c r e j . m l he iLth was umnpa ireu. . Fugm 6 1 - 'an B a r s l e r T 

bow-- 7 as s- baJ Ly m u t i l a t e d in tne a c c i d e n t th,a„ bv s t b s e -
au>=nt ex3ul-na : m n i t c o u l d ne t be de t e rm ued whpther he 
d j r a p r t v i o u s t o t he a c c i d e n t or was k i l l e d as a r e s u l t 
t h e r e o f » 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

This a c c i d e n t was caused by t h e c r ew o f t r a i n N o . 3 
f a i l i n g t o ohev a t r? .m o rde r e s t a b l i s h i n g a m e e t i n g p o i n t 
w i t h an o p p o s i n g t r a m , 

I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o a s s i g n any d e f i n i t e r e a s o n f o r 
the f a i l u r e o i E n g m e ^ a r Bafts ler t o obey ttie OTcer. 
Fireman ^ a i j y , who *vas an -ncxperaence^i e^T ^ y c e , was 
a t t e i d m - ~c n i s f n e a n i d i d i o^ n ' f c ? tne l o c a t i o n o f 
h i s i n n u n t i l i t nad^n\ss^d t h e B I ^ ^ L ^ p o i n t . The 
conduc to r and brnk^. tn ' V , t ^ppa" -ni ' . iy p j » y : n g no a t t e n t i o n 
whate"vpr t o t . i a o p e v ^ t i o n of t - i^tr t r a m , and i o r t h e i r 
n e g l i g e n c e t h e r e can he no e x c u s e . 

With t h e e x c e p t i o n o f the f i r e m m of t r a i n Mo. 3 , a l l 
o f t he employees" ] - ; o h ' p i w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d r e n . The crew 
of t j . a m i"To. 3 h^d h;pr on n , t y a to t "3i> n^vn a f t e r b e i n g 
o f f du ty f c r aooui. 2o h e r s ; cine c^ew of t ra in . TIo. 53 had 
b e e n on d a t y 6£ hours a f t e r about 13 hours o f f d u t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

w. P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


