
Ko,137, 
June 17, 1913* 

In' re Investigation of Aooldsnt on the Lake Erie 
. ft Western Be11 way, Hay 19, 1013* 

r 
On Hoy 19, 1913, there was a head end collision between 

two 0. 0. A at. L. frei$it trains near Indianapolis, Ind. 
employees* 

This collision occurred on the Indiana ft Blohigan Olty 
Division of the Lake Srie & western Railway, just outside the 
olty Halt* of Indianapolis, about 400 feet north of 34th 
street crossing and 500 or €00 feet outside of yard 1 Halt a. 
At this point the Lake Hfrie & fteatem Railway is a single traok 
line, operated by the nanus! block eye tea. F>CU(I*A St. L. 
trains are opnr&ted over this line between Belt Junction, 
Indianapolis, end Kokoao Junction, a distanoe of 81,8 allee. 
When using this trade p. 0. G. ft St, L, trains are governed 
by the rules and regulations of the Lake Brie and Wastern 
Baiiway and the employeea in charge of such trains ere suojeet 
to the rules and required to pass the examination of the Lake 
Erie ft Western Hallway. 

The trains Involved in thia oolllelon were northbound 
first Ho. 06, consisting of engine 8S31, twenty loaded and 
four eapty oars and a o&oooee, with Qanduotor Frailer and 
Engineaan Oowglll in chargej and south-bound first Mo. 65, 
consisting of engine 8466, three ears and a caboose, with 
Conductor Gladden and Engtnemm Hose In Charge. 

At the point fthere the ̂ ooltfent occurred there is a one-
degree curve aoout three-quarters jf a aHe long, the inside 
of the curve being to-sartf the east, and there la a slight 
descending grade toward the south* the speed of first No, 
66 at the time of the collision was about SO or 2b* Biles per 
hour, and of first Mo. fl6 about 10 or 18 wiles per hour* The 
view wae obstructed by t rises on the inside of the curve and 
it was impossible for either ere* to see tha approach of the 
other train until the tr&Ine w*r© only a short distanoe apart. 
There were no speed restrictions in effeot at the point where 
the collision ooourrdd. At she tlaa of the aooident the weather 
was elear. 

At Belt Junction first No. 86 reoelvsd order tfo, 19, 
reading as followst 

Eng. 8831 wfill dicoley Blgnala ah& run as first let 
eighty-six 66 will met first let eight-rlve^S eng. 
04438 at Relet t Park. *iect second 2nd eighi^flVe 0$ 
eng. 8201 at Oaetleton. Meet extra flfty-fiva thirteen 
8513 south at Mobieeville* 1st Q6 get this at Halott 
Park, ex 5813 at Woolesville, ~~ 
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First No. S« left Belt Junction at 6tOS a,ta.9 and had gone a distance of only about one lito when the collision 
oocurred. 

First No. 65 left Kokomo Junction at 4»22 a.ia., having 
received at that point order J*o, 12, directing It to run &a 
first Ho. 88 and giving It right over aeeoad and third 36 from 
Ko^oso Junction to Hobleevllle* 3d to get this order at 
Dobletfrille, At Hobleevllle, however, first 80 was given order 
Ho* 17, giving first, second and third 85 right over ©6 from 
Tipton to Belt Junction and fixing a meeting between first 65 
and third 33 at Oaetlaton, third JJo. 83 to get this order at 
Caatleton. 

Train order Ho. 19 was received by Operator Light? at 
Malott Park and reott&ted by hlffi to the dispatcher who gave 
hie Q . £. at 8:08 a. si. the operator's notifying the 
dispatcher that the stop signal was dlaplayed, wae alee given, 
tfhc rul̂ a In fores on this road require that a fixed signal 
must be uaed at each train order office *hioh shall indicate 
atop when trains are to be atopped for orders, and the rules 
governing the operation of the telegraph blocfc system require 
in addition that the operator will display a red flag by day 
and a red lantern by night as a notlee that the conductor la 
wanted for order*• 

Operator Eighty gteted that he displayed the eton signal 
but adaltted that he failed to display a red flag as required 
by the ruleej he etated that he had alalaid the flag but found 
it Juat ae the train paased* 

the last order involving Ho. 33 whieb «ae received by No. 
85 waB order Ko. 1? giving it right over Ho. 88 fro© Tipton 
to Belt Junetian* The erew of thle train had no knowledge of 
train order fto. 19 fixing a Beating point betwe&n first Ho, 
36 and first Ko. 86 at Klalott Parfc. 

the englnss&n and fireman of first No. 85 stated that then 
their train approached felett Park they first saw the block 
gipn&l in the stop position but when the whiatle ms eoun&ed 
for the elgnal It thrown to the clear poeltlon. The 
conductor and tm bratomen of thle train* who were riding in 
the e&booae* stated that the block signal wae clear wfcen the 
train passed. Before thle train left Caatleton the operator 
at that point h«d told the conductor that the dispatcher night 
have an order for his train at Malott Park and the oonduotor 
wae watching closely as he approached that station, expecting 
to be stopped, but as the signal wag cleared the train proceeded, 

t 
According to the statements of two sectionsen ^ho were 

200 or 300 f«ot from the bloeJc signal when this train passed, 



the signal was thrown to tha atop position after the train 
had passed and tha operator ran out of the of floe waving 
a red flag and Galling out to atop th* train. 

Operator Lightv had seen in the eaploy of the Lake 8r£e 
& ft* stem ftailwsy only three days. Hi a appliOatlon fop 
employment on that road showed that he haft had about three 
years* experience on other roads as an operator but for the 
past five or six years he had not been engaged in railroad 
work. He was examined and givan instructions regarding his 
duties by tha chief dispatcher of the Lake Erie & ̂ f*stern 
Hallway and considered by hio competent to be placed In 
charge of an office, although the chief dispatcher had not 
at that tins reaelved a response to his request for 
information regarding this operator1 • previous experience 
frora the roads on which he had been enployad* 

Thia accident was nausea by failure of the operator 
at iialott Parfe to stop first Ho. 05 and deliver order Ho. 19 
fixing a meeting point for that train at that station. 

Sana of the employees involved in thia aooldant was on 
duty contrary to the provisions of the hours of aervic© law. 


