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« RO ODVVESTICATION 0F AN ACCITDHNT WHI1CH QCCUFRED
CN THL K_““AS CITY, LEXICO AND ORIENT RAIL-
OAD WL Pﬂ“PL, TEXAS, Ol
AJCGUST 24, 1920,

Sepoenter 24, 1920,

On Aagust 24, 1920, tnere was a derailment of a
passeaTer trein on tne hansas City, uexico & Orient Raxlroad
near Paret, Uex., vhiclh resnlted 1n tae death of 2 employees.
After rnvestigation of this accident the Chref of the 3ureau
ol Safoty reoerts as follois.

The Seccond Dastrict of the Texas Division, on which
this accidont cezuried, 18 a singlo-track 1i.e extending -from
Hamlin, Texes, wo San .rgelo, Texas, a cisionce of 111,56
miles, Trains are ogerctad b time-tacle anc treln oracrs,
no tlgoeli-g1gncl system bteing in usc. The actident oceurred
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at the €ast ~agsinc=-trock switecn ot Paret, acerly 1,300 feet
cagt of tho st-tiony thie pagrlag Lroze 1s 22 the scuth side
of the .m@1n Sracs, Angproacialngs e niilkt of acoricnt from
the cast tnf treck 18 bengoat for a dicvance of 5,146 Teet
followed tv o Z2-Jc-rce curve Lo the ruont 570 fcet i1in lengsh,
then ¢ tangens 1,729 oot 1n lenzth to the _oint of acc.dent.
The grace 18 ,125 per cont escendirg Jor vesthound trains.,
The track 1s laxd viith 70-nouid ra:zl, 32 fzevw 1n loength, with
1

reti-Llentth, Lo tic-plaves balng
ol natural scil wraich £t the

T The surfoce cad aligrnment were

n The veatner =t the time ol the

about 20 ninc ties to oh
uzec, The ballest consists
point of ccoideny vias 801G
mo1itartned 1n Toi1r condilclo
accidont was cloar,

~tbound passcnger troin No. 3, on ronce from Alcus,

Clida., t ~:n Anzlo,Tex , consisted ol cagince 502, 1 combine-
tion mall 2acf bo o cer, 1 bigo.ce cor, 3 coecneg, and 1
busiresa car, 11 fne ovecr noncd, and we 1n charece of Con-
ductor Robertscn and La~1rn-en Vatts,  This trein Jcft Hemlin,
vhe 1a771ial otalicn on this diviston 2nd tho lest opcn felo-

aph office cost ol tne pornt of cecicent, ot 5.20 p m.,
30 minutes lgte, mode scveral sbhouica stbys en route, and at

out 7.10 p.a, was dercilced at tlie cnat pascian-trock switceh
1t Paret while Ltrivellng at ¢ spoo.d estimoted to have heen
chout 20 cr 25 miies an Lour.
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The cnzine cane to rest on 1hs 1cfti side, botween
tlie main track cntl the passing trock, with its heoad end about
215 feot wezst of tho s mtch polnts. i bender awl tne firsy

.

Tror
two cars 1n the Troin jerce derma JL, 20t
G P

r.oired 1o on oup-
Loht position olosg the liac of th asgl 1t troex and were
only silghtly demeogcd. The empl’"bas £11led wcocrs tho enginge-

men and faroeman,
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Conductor Robocritscn, who wos riding 1in the fourth
cor, atated crat his first xnhowledge of onything wrong was
when he fclt rnat the troin wvas derailed, followed by o .
sadden application of the nir brakes zad saother shock. About
20 minutes aftecrwords he made an cxornizantica of the switch and
found the switen noints lined feor the paseing trock, the
switch tocrget shovang red to the ecst, and the lever out of
the socliet 2nd lackirng avout 1 1nen of opeing i1n 1Us prooer
posrtion for the operncd switch, he operated the lever and
withous qiffrculty was able to move 1t the addéitional dis-
tence necessory to plece 1t 1in the scexet, e stated he
found the siatch lock on the ground rearby. The switch
polihts and connecuing r248 anpeared to se in gcod cocndition.,

Brakeman Nettleton, who wus rizdinz —n the renr
nl-tform ¢f the 1 th car, s.1d he feli an emcrgeney anpllca-
tion of tre nir ovrles, T31lloed by o Jocr. e saw the switch
toreet 1mmedi~tely after the ~ccrldent s'.owing red to the east,
but di1d 2ot sicke an exomincti.n 0° the t r-oll or dawitch,
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of the first cor, stocted thnt Lis Parst ivrtinction of -
taing wrong “£s8 when ke heard ¢ an2s8e vhich 3ocunded to haim
as 1f 1ron wod striking rrcon this wos ot ghout the time the
rear of the ercine pacsed th. switch, 0On locking chead he
aoticed thet the sv1tehr stand vos quivering nnd as his cor
nassed the 3vntca stond he renliged that the trein wes Ce-
rarled, Ic 716 not ncsice the pocition of the seitch torget.,
e thought there "ios na cmerg ney . oplicction of the brakes
belfore the doer-ilaent ocecurred, Aftermards he zawr the
sinten lock on tac ground nnd roviced tnat the steple on the
stend wog brolen. The first thraz coticcd by Express mes-
scager BEiliohts, who wrs in tac second ¢c-r, WS on cmMCTEEnCy
~pplicticn of troo oir brakes,

Posveal Clcecrik Lynn, who g 8 bnnaliag i1n the doorvay
1L
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Superitrvendcat Cle~ry, Mo vwels ridirng in the busi-
ncss cory on the rerr of the troin, s~1d ke felt an unusual
Jar, followed imneci~tvcly by two ad’itional slocks. =Heo veri-
ficed toe coxuctarts statenent =wout tihc switeh lever bheing
aut of the sascket, the trrget saowing rod to the cest, and
the switch noints being 2inced for the nwssing trock, saving
that ac cxnnined the swiich immediotely oftor the occadoent.
He ~1so £mi1d tne lock vwiog broken ond wounlc ant crercte, He .
taought the -~ccillicot was cve to o cocked switch, this wras 2lso
tihe opinion of the other members of the tr-i1in crew.

Two employees of on o1l m1ll locoted ne~r the sccehe
of the accident, vho werc cyec-vwitnesses, st~tced that the tender
secmad to swing bock ond Torth, following viich the engine
lurched to thce richt and tnen to the left, turninsg cver on
1te left side, ItV wos thcilr opinlon thtt the ensine was
f~llowing the line of the main trrek vhen 1t turned over,



C 13 accidernt occurred 138 a
¢ s~ perng 2T the Llliott hl;h-ul“C 3

To. 10 turaout, € absly

tvpe, 1ocotid -n the 1oft side of troe treocek lor westbound
trrins, ar megter Ricnordson sorted -t taoe lnst time the
gwiten wos ased oHricr to the accivent was cn the forenccon of
the preceding ey, ot that time ht perzonelly closcd ond

locked the siriteh cfter 1t haod been ascd, de stoted that he
serked the lock and vrs positive thet 1% vos sccurely locked
and 14 aroper vorking condliticno.

Scetlon Firemen Wekster, 1o prss.d the cwaiteh on
the ofwernoon belre t“; oczidoot, stohed Lart the switch
noints ot tart time secncd to fat rroncerly, but thet no did
not cxmine the iLoeln, After the acceilent np fgnnf that the
left mozn-trock r~11 ~ad tae 1ient passine=trock raill hed zcen
qulled ogetuer Tor o shert Aistnce, hoglzning 2T the frog.
e lock 1n Lvcstion hod been Ticzed oa the sviten st-nd on
Jaly 29, 1920, by Scctron Foremnoan Ledoctter, who stoted that
he hod T arcce ah exoniratlior of fne Lock or switcel siunce
tort date, Tvo fre1ghy troins pagsed Poret scveral nours

tefore the acci’oat cccurred, onl ot tnet Line thoe crows
of these troins AL 22T ao0tice awmthias vrong witll the switch,

Corcful cxnmzaction of oo cariac ~nd other de-
roilel eguipront Trale” to freclosc cavthing whieh could have
contriouted to the derralanest.,  Tho 1ov.stiortion discelosed
thet the scfety cheing hed peen nulled ioosc from the nongers
on the rforvord Toenfer vruck, vhile the hengers cn the reor
trock vere beant toiitrd tne 2oft.

The swizging 2 the teader nzviced by the eyo-
witnesscs, ~ndéd their ztotemont taot the cngrnc scemed to be
on the moin trocik ~hoa 1t tarnce” over, c.oanled with the
marrer 1 viirch tho Jzoar bor bEbUC‘ﬂ TIe €nglte Mo tender wors
twistec, tne tonrizg 1oose 27 toce safets cherln betwoen the
cngcine ~nd tooler, ol tlre bchdlng of t..e s:fety choin hengors
o the Zeft, 1nliortes thot the engine pos3ed over ths switeh

onc thnt tie ton” o was the first n-rtron of the troin to be
dercllcd, Tac trucks ocrng slued 52 tnc left. AL of these
Troets, Token 1n ¢ onccticn with tine vivrctiocn of the switca-
anrod a~ticeca hy the postol coleri, tne hr-ker lock o the
~r>unl, cnl the p-siticn of the 3ritca Zever ond switelh
noints after the ccid.nt, 1Irndicate tuv tae »itch vonts

onened s the eacine wwas prssing wer cohem, Jue to tne fact
Tact The switen ss not wranerly closcd onl 1 cKH.C

(\L

§ accideat was cnusod by o cooKcd or partly

The switeh ”ﬂs 1nst asced wh the prrecding dey at
wilclhh time il was closed rad locked by o yordriaster dnd
: ¥
arperred to bhe 1n goold uunu*uljn irn every respect, while the
crcve of Lwo trains wnich passed o few hours previnus t0 tne



aceeident acviced nothirsg weong,  The roo
properiy croscd ond locke” ot the time ¢
not agcert-ined,

All of tho cmplojyees 1n7olved in this cceident wore .
men of exoericnce, with clueor records.  Thac troin erew had
becn oo Cubty @ hoars ona 49 minutes ofwer rn of T duty peraiod
of 15 hours ard 5 mizufes, “rhile thc cazine cre’ hod pcer on
cuty 2 hours onl 30 mrauates ofter ca off Aaty pericd =f
BWours, previous to watch Shey £ boen on Juby 5 hours cad
55 minutes ofter Lioving beoen P Javtr rrre thon 28 hours.
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