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RFFORT O® TAF IR-CYQR OF THF "URA7TAT OF “4F7rY IN BV
TRYTRTICATION N7 AN 4CCINERT ™ITCY ACCURRT™ AN
"UF WANEAQ CITY SQUTHTRN RAIL™aY AT ARAND YIv,
MC., 07 JAUUART 28, 1923,

February 8, 13235

To *he Comrmizsion:

Cn Januarv 23, 1923, there was a side collision
beSreen a freicht *“aln wnd A light engine on the
Kansas J1tv Southern Railway at Crand Vierw, .o
sulvirg 1n t1e deas of one =oupleoye-z,

., Te-

Location and rmetnod of operation,

At Graord View there 1s a wye, the 9t Louis-Sar
Francisco “wuse track and main line foTmine 43 east
leg, snd v- 2 Tarsas Ci1ty Southerr scuthorund passing
track ani rain line formang tne —est lez, —nile the
sonth laz, -hieh 18 a corpound curvs 1,0:¢ f23t in
lengt™s, vorvainT fror 7-degraes 30-mirutes to 17-desr srees,
connects these %o tracks, The accicent occurred 1t
ir vard-liri3s, 1ust south of the Karsas Citr Southern
esation, at the juaction o tas south lam with the rest
leg, T-a1s 15 a traiiling-point s~iten for sougreound
traine, and theze 1s 2 derail locatea on the south leg
of the wre at a point 308 fzet from i1ts —7estzrn end,
Arﬁroa011 12 the roint of accinert on this curve the greds
18 ajprox‘mﬂte;v 2 per cent descending for about 200 fest,
Crn account ¢f tuildings, and che sMWrp Curvs, ~1%inNn 1§
linitea corsideranly, Tnﬂ‘-ﬁa her r~ag c]oudv at tre tire
cf the accident, wunucn occurred at about 2,50 a,

[escription,

Southocund Kansas City Southern freight train =xtra
558 consisted of 50 cars and a cabonse, hatvled Hv engins
562, and 78 1n charge of Conductor Strecker and Engineman
Pennis., T-18 train '7as standing on tie vest leg of the
wye, Tloc¥ing the switch, ~hen it —was stiruck oaztween tne
seventeenth and sighteentn c¢ars from the cabocse by light
engine 5g3,

ft, Louis-fan Trancisco light engine 583, hauling 12
car3 snd a cahoose, departed fror #ansas City, Yo , as
train No 5%, and 7as in charge of Coaducter lahan and
Ergineran Tlora, The air pump on the engine M=ecame 1nop-
erauive en route, and upcn arrival at the =aat leg of the
wye at Grand View, at 3 15 a, r., the cars —vere placed on
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the howse track and a moverent was mads over the south
l2g of the 7vz, for the pur.ose of turning She engine to
TetLrn to ¥onsais Civy, "hile raking t7us roverent the
left re~r corner oi the tender cf light engine 593 collad-
ed witn extra EBS while traveling 2t 2 spe=d estimated

-

to na7e been about & Or % mil=g an hour,

The 1mmact mowed the tenaer cistern forwsrd on the
frare, against the engine c3t. T1i2 emplovee killed was

the engireman of light engine 583,
Summary of evidence,

The 21T brakse weres tested on tran No. £€ before
l2aving Panzas Citr, and worlcd wreperiv until Codson
w15 redcred, a distance of 16 males, At this point
trouble cdevaleped " 1th the engins vump, and 1t 'vas ae-
cided %o procesd to Grand Vwraw, 3 7 mi1les distant and the
first open telezraph office, and repcrt this condition to
t e dispatcner, -viich va2s done, TInstructions were tnen
recerved to set tie cars out and hring the light engane
orck o ¥anaas Citv to ve reprired After the hand orakes
were sat on the oars, Head Pravemazn S%evens walked to—ard
the 7est svitceh of the south leg of vhz wye, lining the
derail for the mntended nmoverent as n= -~ent However, on
firding that ex’rs 558 was blocking tae svTitch connsctaing
<vith tne vest lz2g, and hearing tne light =ngine rocunding
the curve, he hurried back, giving vioclent stop signals as
he went, passed the derail without rsturning i1t to i1ts
normal position, 2nd on reaching a point abtout thrze rail
lengths east of this point toarded the engine and inforred
Engineman Flora of the conditions, after wnich he irmedi-
ately pgot off t1e engine and again went for-ard for the
purpose of lining the derail agzinst the engine, butv he
did not reach 1t in time to accorplish this  dead Brake-
man Steveag sstirated speed at *the *tire of tre acciaent
to nave Ween about 4 rmiles an ‘wur, He furthser statel the
drivaing wneels —ere slipoing due to the frost on the rails,
Fireaman Eib stated that steem =as worked slightly after
st1rting to back around tnie wye track, after which the
engine was placed i1n forvaid wmotion, and steam #as —worked
bult tne driving wheesls slipred. ™ en Head Prakeman Stev-
erns »oarded the engine Fireman ¥ib heard ¥ngineran Flora
instruct haim to line the derail against them, and on reach-
ing a point avolt 30 feet from extra 55% ne jumped, After
the acecident light engins 552 moved formard several raal
lengths and Fireran Eib got aboard =nd brought 1t to a
stop, while Conductor Mahan blocked the —heels,

Conducter tahan stated that on reacung Holmes, 4 8
m31les nortw of Grand Vievy, the sand supply on the engine
had tecome exhausted, On statting around ths <ye at Grand
View, he was riding on the pilot sill step and when aoout



nelf wevr arcund “ne curve saw Hand Zvaleaman Stevens vio-
lenvly s1vig sicp sgynals., Ee then Toawe thih tae an-~
gine 742 nn% under the ¢ at~ol of F i~ v3n 1lora, 28 Lhs
diiving wh2els —ere sliprping, and rz=a.izing the wye 'tas
Lleeh2d, aled thrikiang the dera:rl was lined against them,
he quaped vhen about 30 feet easu of this point,

icne ol the members of the crev of sx3ra 552 wa
avare of anything wrong until tne acciraent urred,

A test rmade of She alr pump on enmarne BC3 subscyusnt
to thz accidert disclosed 1% to Le inorerative dus Lo the
nigh pressore a1~ prston lock nww vorging off, thereow
prevanting *h niston Irow corpleting the up stroke and
Malki123 a8 raverss rovenent, This pump failure ms caused
Y ths fall ve Sp 1nsert a3 lovel vin in piston muts or
Tivet The mpicton 1ed over thie lock nub,

Corcluasions,

Twus accideat vas @usea o7 vhe fa1lure of wne crevw
of li7at engine 33 to uss "M oper Precautilon in making
the vovement arourd tne soutn ler cf tne “tve,

The merbers of t11s cra~ veres fully asars of the
condisior of the air brakes on %1z engine, and taking
into condidzrsation t ne sharp curve, extent to hich vi--

swwn  7as liuaited, the heavy wescendaing grade, frostv rail,
arrd eXhausted sand supply, including the posslb111 v of
the mye being ®locked, 1t w13 incurbent on 2ll concerned
to Pavs rrovn toatl evarything was clear teliore atierpting
thiec wmove, Had Head 3rakenan Stevens beer on the alert
and lined the derail ag=inst the light engine this ac-
cident would have been avertad,

111 of she erplovaes 1avelvad were expsrienced men,
At the time of thz accident thev “ad oean on dutv less
than e1x hours, previous to whicn trev haa »Heen off duty
more tharn forty ‘wwurs.
Respectfi1ly submitied,
™, P, Zorlang,

Birector,



