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In re lavaatlftetloa of aa accident whlel oeourred 

oa tha jfaekeonvlll* Tarfiianl Cosspeay at 
Jaekaonville, *la., on 

FeptanVer 11, 1917. 
Octob*r 26, 1917. 

On Sapt«ab»r 13, 1917$ there m% a feeed-end eolllaloa 
ta the yard* of tba 7<sek8oavlll« Ter-iftfi Ceapaay at 7*ekao&<* 
vil la , Tie., bntwaaa a Seaboard Air Lisa peaataear train a®4 an 
Atlantic Co*1 at Mae p****n?*r train whioh reauitod in tb* death 
of on** employ** *nd tba injury of four paeaamrer*. After lavaatl-
f^atioa tba Chief of tha Bureau of Safety raporta «*a f oil own t 

All p**«*n«;«r trains eatariaft J*ek*e>&viil* nm th* 
ter*ln*:l facilities of th* J«ck*onvill* feminftl Company aad * » -
ploy*** operating tueh train? uacar th* Jurisdiction aai auto-
jeet to tha ml** and radiations of that company. Train* *»t*r~ 
lag nrtf leaving th* tert&iael ar* A**i;mat*d in thla raport aa 
northbonad a f a^ath'ownd, respectively. Th* north ontrane® to 
tbe* tarrla^l yarn a 1 * known a* th* Myrtle Arena* district , aad 
from thl* £i*trtot ther* sire four load traek* to th* paeeamgar 
atation, kmô n a* l o . 1, north, niddl*, ft ad poutb laada, the** 
load track* bei»# protected hy two»poaitioa wtra eoaaeeted dwarf 
eigaale operated from a ai^nei tow«r looeted near the cantor, of 
th* yard an<i About 1,150 feet from tha *tatlon. Thaee dwarf 
al^anl* only ladle*t* wu#n a train any ttart* After reeelvlai? 
* clear dwarf eUaal i t is seeeaaary for th* *2t«la*m*a to receive 
e hand elaaal from tha a*lteht«&d«rf before proceeding. In ens* 
thar *ro out of orrter and not operating;, aacta**ian ar* auppoeed 
to - laregere' tha*« dwarf aiiaaia *n4 be governed by hand *l«-8*l* 
riven by tha towardsn and ewit*bt*nder*« Ail ewitcfee® ere hand 
operated *n<* the lights oa them ere about 30 inches above the 
aroun*. There are no «i*T«ll» protecting thaee lead track* and 
cli pwitebee iaa&la*; to aad from the atatloa in the Ifyrtl* Aveaaa 
district are in choree of three awltoat*ndara who receive instruction* 
frm th* towertraa, the towensan receivlaf i&etru-ettoaa aa to what 
trr-ev* are to be used from the station naatar* After re**i*i©i a 
proceed aU-nal the ruiee place the re#poa®ibmiity for th* a*f* ©ove-
aant of tb** train through the switches into or fro* th* atatloa oa 
th* «*!» trrefce of each. s*©a$ upon th* cuMn*m*n« In making; thea* 
movement* en«r!a*»ien are required to proe**d, prepared to atop 
within he If tr.« rang* of vi»ion. 

Approaching the point of eoiliaion from the north the 
main traces of tbe Seaboard /.ir Lla* **ll**y *nt«rlag thi* ter-
si no I ere m a curve to th* left , ««? at a point About 1,500 feet 
north of the etetlonj train eh*d* there^ia a atop boerijftiieh. designate* tb* mtrafta to tbe y*rde. for a diataeea of about jfQ 
feat pouth of thl* etep board the traek. la m*da up of eevarel 
ehort .fl>-l/?^*«rra* eurvae to the laft, connected by nfeort tftnamfita, 
then ther* ia * 9«d*ftr«a curve to the lef t , ?10 feet ia length, 



which ooaneote this truck with lend tree* So, 1, the aeeldent 
oeourrlnr ei>out 450 feet south ef the stop hoard. Between the 
stop torr<? end i®s4 treek So« l f a ^Intense of i»bout 550 feet, 
there ere 5 switches. 

Rortbheuad Atlentlo Co«0t tine pe»teag«r train So. $0 
®mtt»%®<& of locomotive 261 feed 10 peeseeger oar®, la oherge 
of Conductor Adair *»n* ta«rlaeaen fleughn, end wa ea route from 
J K C > P Q A V L L L < ? , n#*» to «e shin* ton, r. C. It left the »F*<oV:*o«vlile 
PaIon Ptetloa *t about 8.15 ?«••» 5 minutes late, end upon re* 
calvin* elenels from the toeeman en** ewitehteader, proceeded 
eh-nit 1,070 feet from th© station me collided with train Ho. ^3 
et stbout B» 16 p.m., while running at a ©peed of ? or 3 sl les an 
hour. 

Southbound Seaboard Aiv htm peeteager train Jto* £3 eoa-
fleted of motor passenger eer Bo. 7001 ?nd one coach, la cshetrii® 
of Conductor %ra#* en?" Mofcorena Freeman, ea* w»e «n raute fro» 
?«v»nn*b, 6e#, to Smtmmlll^, Fie. It left f̂ vunnnli at 1.30 
p . » . , arrived et th© stop board designating tbe entranoe to the 
yards of the Jaeksoaylll® Tenalsel Coap&ay at about §.12 p.m., 
et which point It w«e aelsyed until 8*16 »•«* , awnltlBg tbe 
aeoetsary signals tc eater, *.nd then proceeded for e ."'istftaee of 
*hnut A50 feet, *nd oolllded with train Vo« £0 at a speed of 
©bout 5 Riles ta hour* 

the express messenger la the baggage car wen killed. 
The pilot, locomotive Ho. ?6l was broken off. The *otor car 
bet* its beedll ht &m pilot destroyed, tbe end of the c«r bent, 
end the frost trucks derailed. The weather at the tltae wee 
clou-'-y* 

Th* principal ewitehee Involved is thi® accident ere 
deei„TB*tc<i ia thle report m switches Kos. 1 »m 2, located 
about 70 feet aorth the tower *na about 4 feet epert, cwitch 
So. i being used ta divert tretne fram tb® ieehoard Mr Line 
main traces t*» the connection leading to track Ho* I, or to the 
other ie*de, * nf swltoh Ho. 7 being used to connect tbe A*, lea tie 
Coeet Line asrth *m€ eouthboua* me!n tracks' on-i other tracks to 
tr-e lep*" tracks. Between switch Ho, P and the etoy board ere 
looeted switch Ho, 3, leading to tbe wash track, end ewtteh Bo, 4 , 
leading to the T traok, both of which was* be properly mt for 
traia Ko. 73 to res eh e-rltehes I tact ?• 

Motor peaeenger cer Ko« 7001 is a five eorpertaeut cer 
eonelstiaf o** engine room, baggage compartment, end three p&eaan* 
*9T oosipartnente, -wi l » propelled hj two electric tsotors etteobed 
to th® front truck, electricity being generated by s dynamo driven 
h? e «r*eollae engine loeeted In the engine room of tbe cer, Tbe 
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controller ?r*«1 broke w i f e aro loosted e#ela»t tbo r!*fet »l«le 
o f tbo engine room, about »eren foot fn* the front end, ami 
th* potomen ,fi eeet fr direotly behind tbo controller box, »M«b 
if «o loon tod tKnt it not abetruet the view *f th* motor* 
»:r.a. There ure two wind ewe. e*eb 1* g # x 7» A* end © «oor with 
e vln.'ow in it 1*3* x on eeeb sice of the center of the 
front the a«r. Th«r# i» « i » o & eife M u*<yt beelde tbe 
votowseo'e a est 1» S* s 4* and ea excellent Tlew aey be had 
fror- the eeet to the truck vhoed, the of v! elon eheed 
fro*, eietomen** eeet being abftut 125 degreee. Tbie ©otor ear le 
equipped ^Sth e M£b*pewer ?*l«©iSFie hesdllahta aad *e»ttaghou»e 
elr broken, *>oth tfe# hendll bt en̂ * bre*ee belafr tn i»ood eoadi** 
felon e t the VTAP a f the eeeidesti. 

Tow@fr.fia fceeae etsted tfc*« t he wee eewieyed aa ' ^ R I I 
et vyrtle Avenue aa July / , 1017, efter having %#en instructed 
far e rerioc nf two wea&s, *r.£ vent oa duty et 4 p.n. oa the 
d*y of th* incident efter beting b#«n o f f duty 16 hour*. Before 
tv< arrival of traia So. 75 he v»e laetrueW- hy the etetlon*> 
»eet-*r te i.«ve tbat trela we Into the etetlon on treek Mo« 0 
end a^ter he th© tr«c v* liaei up f o r that woreweat entf £»iven 
the Moo* to train So* ?3 tbe etetlon-*«eet^r dirented biro by 
telephone to ohhntfo the route to tr-*ok Ko. & on the middle lead. 
About * )x t tine '-n Atlantic Coaet Line rwltoh online nppeered 
Junt south o f Kyrtie Avenue, eon!a* fr«s the lower yard oa tbe 
south l#**4, heeded north, ^c-* ^Motier*. *or the hloelr sn̂  he g«v« 

mmtnm&n n hear*- rlpae! to CTCS p.Lee-.', a h®nn r.i^ml being 
r.fteersery on eceouat of st&WeI Io. i? aortt of the tower being out 
">•* ->r J*r. Ia tht sseanti* e pafwea^or trela fio* *0 erriwed frost 
the station en** the ea«tlne»an ecu w e d tine whistle f o r th* efi'Sfii 
*nd tin / i v ' n r R n o** thet tr*da mistook the hand si reel. Intended 
for the switch eagiae m» being intended f»>r hl» **n«* e t e r t e d h i s 
trein forward. Tower»an leene stated thet he then #»ve etop 
eigne le to trains ios . ?> <».w* $Q9 ©filled to gwitonnen Oemble at 
Myrtle Avenue to stop trala Ss?. So and Ewitchmsa ®Wfm stationed 
:u>rtb of the to^er to stop trein Ka, 71. Trein !io. SO hm€ coaie 
*iwoet to a stop but train K->. 71 w*»e ruaalmg at e sp ed of 6 or 
7 asilee hour wtî s the eoliieion oeeurre^. He stated thet the 
*.rflob wep line4 up for trein Ifcu 73 to rua ia on treek 0 whaa be 
pmte thet train tbe block en<s the only ««pIaaetloa he could five 
for It h#lng oa left*! treek io . 1, wne tbet of tbe witches 
nwtt bete bees a be aged subsequently. He tmt the normal 
cos It lor. of ewitehee i nm i f for woweeteate to tbe aldgle leed* 
He steted tbet on eocount of tne fixed signal between the tower 

the etstloa feeia$ out of or^er. It wee necessary for trela 
i o . $0 to ''ej*en<* upon h«a^ M<?n*lir. from the t^wer, these «lp»«le 
beta.? r#p#ated hy tbe ewitebtendere. He eel4 tble eignei h*d bees 
out of or^er ever rinse be bogen worteln^ la tbe to-*er» 

le«ro Ĵ witohnaa 9e»ble9 etetloaeo st Myrtle Avenue, eteted 
fh»t he- sew tbe fcoweraea ?lwe a proceed elsmei wAoh he tnoû rbt 
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**• for tret a Ho« SO, beard tae #«iflae»«a of that traia ac­
knowledge tae elfat 1, «r.d he thea lined up the awitehee for 
that train to proofed{ efter that train had *t**rt«H$ forward 
he taw trMn tl©« 21 approaching, ran to <ard tr«l» So. HO, 
^i^inr it atop al^aa!*, that train had coaa to » atop 
whea tha eolllalon oe our red. B* *t**t<*d thet ha w*<a not 
ln*truot«d in thl e particular fnttaaee by tha to^«rr;«n to 
line up the ewltahee f cr twin Vh» ̂ 0, «nc dW a c t line then 
up for 'hat train untiI ha I P the twrse» ^iv® i i * proceed 
firm?I n̂-*. heard the acknowledgment of that aiirnal. Me aaid 
that the v^ra^n not t^ld i.iw to i ln«» an the tr*-ck for 
tr*ia Ko. ?3 to C M S * ? into • he ot, or a* Id rnvrhing to hl» 
ebout • t trr in | rler to th* accident. 

Hegro Pwitahtestder 0r<*ve« atat@d that ha entared th* 
<rer»lea th* *f*te>»o»ville ?ersa!aai Company ©a ewitahtcndar 
on -ha tfey of '"he a eel dent and went on «?uty at the north* 
awitehao at ?p .» . The tr«*inr*astf»r hen' abowad Ms* where the 
"nr.ah trncv «nd mr-la Una '.-vara located, what awltebea to throw 
for mov«»t*at* to \m from taot© track*, antf tha taw*rm*n eaid 
ha *-oui«* tell hi • **fc*» he -wanted M« to throw a awttah. Be 
m%£ tb«t only railroad expert eno* h* hatf ba;i w*e two yeera 
a* flrawan on the Norfolk *, Weetern an<? four or five *©afch* aa 
brekemaa on the Atlcntie Coast Line. Ho eteted that ba we* 
*taadln«t m:*r tcbar I m$ 7 Juat north of r.h* towar when the 
tnwaretan told hi*-- to *..*o up there an** throw the two *witehee* 
«r.'! let traia 8o« ?3 come la. E* eald that he thoa threw two 
*wltehee but did not *no"v what treat* they l*d to, sn»* later 
*tated thit ha ehenewd awltchee ?, 1 and 4, and tbat awlteh 
l o . i waa #lr®a*5y eat for th* middle l*»d traek. 

Mo torses *r**m*n of treta Mo. 23 at*t«d that bie train 
arrived «t -he atop board «ad wette# there about five tsslnutee, 
e*t*r which ^wltchtendar Orave* lined up awttehe* I, 3 and 4 
for hla train to proceed t* the atetlon, the towaraaa fair* Mm 
a clear dwarf elpnal, sad the awitehtendar *l«naied to hin to 
proceed. He waa peeiti** that he eaw fwltcbtender Grave* ehan*** 
tie switch located at tb© entrene* of the connection to lead 
tract Mo. 1. M© atated tht;t he *awr tbe towar&an Hiving bead 
aal* fro© th* tow*r but could aot tell whether they ware *top or 
proceed signal*, or int*ad*d for Mm, an* did not pay much atten­
tion to thmrn b«eeu«* he hn<' already reoeiv*d the bloc* nnA the 
pwltchtander bed *i?*n Ma a *!*rnal to prooaae. Ke a«t^ thet h« 
etarfted hie traln toward • be etatloa, expecting it to he run la 
on the e>tr<dl# lead tree*-, and did not fraow that i t wa* heading 
is on any other traak until he felt ft atrike the curve, as** 
than aw train Ho. SO about IS feet away. Be promptly ahut off 
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t h ® fowtf, *pplle'~ tJ.e breV-ea I s emergeney, in^ t h e col Helen 
occurred * irort !;r^c?lately tr'.eraa^ier, t h * » isf)e*# nf "J p tr<*1» 
* » - *r.e t t s e * b e J a j G - fchout 4 or 5 «ili*a e a h»ur. H e <retd trot he 
un^r stone', t a e ~ul<>,« - i f » h < » T^mla^l Company Mr *h* rl^ht 
to proceed efter getting e proceed signet fro» the- r*»ltobtend«jr 
' r - « n cieer <<w*rf al^nel, looking out f->r tr«?n« ^ r p e r * ami not 
exceeding » epeer. ©** 5 m i l e s «n hour. He stated thet If trela 
B o . 30 MA s o t b w e a aovla*: towerd hl.v w h e n fee flret eav It he 
eollieloa w s u l d not he we o c c u r r e d , an/! f e l t that h e wee obaerrla* 
the I*a *n<* he;( Ma tr**io un<ier control *"nt * * n y o r d i n a r y 

condition. 
Conductor B u r n t -?f tr«in No. eteted thet *hen hie 

trMn ©a«.e to • » t o r at the etop hoard he l o o k e d abend end 
i towf.rc,«iv giving h*nd airnale - w h i c h he Interpreted ee 

proceed r l c n r l * fer tin trein, Me tmin then eterted for-
**rt collided th t w i n H o .

 #0 nt e speert of about 4 s l i c e 

nn hour. Re -Hd not eee train Ho. ".0 until after the Collision. 

*o#*i reman Be up ha of fcr^ln Ko. 10 eteted thet hie trela 
left t h e Union rtetlon at Jacksonville et about tfca mml tine. 

f̂ un̂ ed the "'-r the signal, f®o*!vc4 h»iii? signals frees 
t*e * >**r»»o to prooeec, w h i c h A ere r*peetetf to hlr by the 
awitobym, started hie train <*orwer-', P T - * nothinr uaueuai occurred 
until tr in No. ?1 a ? :-eer*a. Ue stnt«!<" t h a t when ha ft ret nv 
tr*!n Ko, 73 he f*uj»po*t*<! i t wee *mfnf to oroee in front of hie 
trela a n d # o Into the etatlot oa oae of t h e other leaf, traoks, 
#mi he re'Jueec t h e s p e e d o * hie tre*n for thet purpose, train ?3 
'beia* 75 o r 100 fea-t sway e t thet t i m e , hut whoa be P « W that It w e e 

hearted ! a m "h# t r » c k h i ® train wae on ,te a p p l i e d t h e brake* 
1a eaer^eney. He snitf i t «*« necessary f < * r felt? to r e c e i v e head 
a!f n^lr Trm the t o w e r i R e n awrltofcsvn b*c«»ue* t.ve ^mrt tlfael 

out of or^er m̂t > . r < i been In th«t condition **or eocie tiae, 
»»nf «v>'e,n r e e e l T * * - 5 eueh t*,n<* siRnnlr to proceed h » **td act pay 
e»y ^rtv.er s t t e s t i o r , %o the dwerf i i « ? n « l t , !1« s t s t e e that after 
r e c G i ^ i a ? , thr R I , - ' C * l * to proceefl from th« fr»v<-rr?xs «*n̂  K w i t c h w ^ r 
h« 1 •* r.->t r«cel tny ft top el<m»«le. 

F l r e K ^ a Iff?:/?? f tr«in Ko, *0 atct^d thet after hie trela 
l e f t t:# * t « f e ! o a rnc) before ret chin*' " h e to^ar the eeglneKen 
^ o u a ^ e ^ the *h! atln f^,r the » i g a « l » , «n<* the towersinn pev«- h i m 

hxr̂  e i i S f n e i e t o p r o c e e d i the en l̂aer'en t n i w e r e ^ the *i*-aei#, aad 
the tr«ia rove^ f^rwnrd. Ii* ml-l \b,p% te <?1̂  not eee eny atop 
el/a«ie . I w prior t-o U',*« collision, r.-ut hie tr^ln ha<! cone al-

et « e t o p tj<*fore t h ® c o l l l e l o a o c c u r r e d . 

trets*f»a»ter Jarrett eteted t l # t he i n s t r u c t e d fiwltch-
ter„i«r Cr«T«e tr,'- t o h i s Outlet efter fee h«i been workla^ ebout 
two hour*. Ho er!« th«t tt;̂ y wnre t h o r t of nea et that t l»e t two 
o f hi 5 r&tntlnr ®*a ferine la Jail * nd aot her o n « -was eicfe, <*nd be 
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pleeae nravea at T H E north swltehet bmmm he aoaaldar**1 them 
to be the L E E E T l*port«nt, 

VMmmmr JU*r.toa, of T H E Jacksonville Terminal*, eteted 
thet between 6.45 « • » • » * N - 1 1 . ? 0 p#»%, there ere ?i regular 
p®n®mmv trelne morlac In N N D out of thit terminal, *ad F R O M 
a* 30 p.m. to %3® p.m., there te *pproxi««t*iy one train N O V E ­
ls eat * situate thrmurh Myrtle Avenue n«*k* Ha eteted that on 
accent O F aearelty ©f eolored labor they had lost m jtreat aeay 
of their experienced man A N * * on *b# <*«y of T H E accident three 
of their regular can were away. He considered that fl*lteht*nd*r 
Or***e waa pleead at T H E least inportant ewltchee WAD did; not 
thtaV tr.AT Ma tn*3TP*>rt*aaa had aoythlnr to do * I tb the « E E I D « s t » 

The direct E E U A E of thla accident W A A thet the E W I T E H 
o ^ C F C A O T I N K Atlantic Coaat 1.5 a* nort»boua<) sain track with the 
connection S A D L E R to tr*oV K O « 1 improperly eat. © A 

account T ) . E conflict la the atatep*©at{s of the t>o negro awlteh* 
tender* fayalrv£ la tM« aaetdant it wet tareaeibl* to datarmltt* 
«ith eertafntf/ which O A E of them ia reaponetbie for the Imp roper 
baseline of the twitch. 

the T E W * R R * n !at*n<**d te- heva train $o» ?3 proeeed to 
the paarearar etation over the C>14F 1 * lead traok hold train 
Ko. «*0 until that ao variant could be aade, V U T on account of tbia 
switch balar improperly »«t, t r « * L N Wo* £3 we a divert**' to T H E 
connection leading to lead track i o . 1, instead of emeelng that 
lead and continuing to tbe ftldAla lea-*, and collided with T R A I A 
So. M on the eonaeetlon. 

The rulw of T H E JTeakaenvtlle T E R M I N E ! Company provide 
T H A T trains r.-ur-T proceed at such speed t,w T O b» A B I * to atop 
r»! thin o i t e -HELF he r*n«e O F tv* er.jtr!neenen1 a vielon, A N D had 
thee* R U L E S baea obecrved both tralaa W O U I « ^ heva B E E N brought 
*r* n stop T .FUI th* f.eef*!#!it averted, ^ T H Kotorr»n freemen *od 
y«*."LNER3*n Paû hn contributed to thla oec1 <?*nt, for by * 11 tarei 
tnfarpratPtion of the R U L < P *E*1newon «r* h#id reeponeihia i f 
T H E I R trMn* 'ro a truck -»hila in motion. In olhnt word*, the 
»*H-1nerrc suet anticipate « * T only trrcV* belfi#. aeoyple-a by ear* 
or trMne ahead, but suet *ieo expect * r/ be pr*parwc T O atop 
br^re *a A P P R O N A H L T T F train I S T H ® « A W E tr*efr C O L L I <5i»a with hi a 
trafru 

fletwaan T H ' - houra of 63® n̂*i < ? . 3 0 p.js. a treat number 
O F train R O R E W A N T A are - A F e In nnd out of thie tern!nei and T H E 
E V I D E N C E I N * * loathe that T H A * * w,ov«*»*!nte are G O V E R N E D very largely 
H Y han-r atonalE ^ivan by th* towaiwa and s*itcfctend*ra, end that 
the fiaed A tin* I a a re frequently Inoneretlva or dlercffarded. Tn 
view f>f : H E fiumbar of TR ^ l n M O V E W E A T A , T H E c o » P L I E « T L O N of t r « E L R 
layout, - .^ T H E ruab<»R of *iiver?iag ^ O U T * A , smch »- ayatem of 



operation ia inadequate w - uae^fe, thie balnr particularly 
true when the ?on oetployed eâ  plnoed tn the reeponatbl* poet* 
tion of ftwitohtender i&eacperltaeed p,m not fan,! liar with 
the Important ctutiae «4e»olv!n* upon thee; aa In the eaee of 
fwttehtender Craven* PwltehteEder Qrevee. wa an inexperienced 
*«*n, vsnaê u^ «lth Ma tfuti*e aa awltohtender, and if i t 
w e © n e e e e e a r y to pl*oe him 5 a a poet tion of aueh reaponetMltty, 
vh« areateat *"eipret o f ear* atomic he-re been exarclaed by the 
official* of tbe Jacksonville Terminal Company to e e * to i t 
tbat ht* un^oretood a n d * P cospetent to perform vis- duties* t» 
this laataaae practically no instruction* were ptwea tut a 
Inetperienoed r-witefctender C'» a earning Hi work* 

Kew ^eeeenfer t e r m i n a t e are r: being eonatructed In 
l a e k S ' i R ^ l l l e ĉd it \ r orrt^ed t h a t vh*u> completed, train 
K o v e T # n t » w i l l be fovarnao hy tm !atrrio«kin* plaat, whioh will 
prevent tiw r«eurrenec o f auch aeeidenta If a l l el^nale are 
obetrved* 


