
INTERSTATE CO'JMERCE COHISSIOII 

REPORT OF THE DIPECTOP OF vyy 3UPFVJ OF SAFFTY IN 
RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT 1 r3TCH OCCURRED 
ON THE INTFRNATIONAL RAILWAY AT EbLICOT'71 CREEK 
ROAD, NEAF TOPAMANDA, V,. Y. , ON OCTOBER 1 ° A 192-4-. 

Ncve"Tber 6, 19 2^. 

To the Commission: 

On Octooer 13, 1524, there ^as a. rear-end c o l l i s i o n 
between two passenger t r a ins on the In t e rna t iona l Ra i l va 
at E l l i c o t t Creek Ro&a, necr Tcnatfanda, H. Y , , which r e ­
su l t ed m the ceath of 4- passengers , and the in jury cf 
96 passengers and 2 employees Tne i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t m 
accident —& s 'naae m conjunction ' V i m a r ep re sen t a t i ve o 
the Public S e m e s Commission o f N e : York. 

Loca t ion and method of opera t ion 

This accident occurrea on the Buffalo and Niagara 
F a l l s High Speed D i v i s i o n , an e l e c c r i c l i n e extending 
between Buffa lo and i l ia?ara F a l l s , I I . Y . , a dis tance of 
23.20 mi le s , over which t r a in s are operated under t ime­
t a b l e au tho r i t y ; t r a i n orders are not used, nor i s there 
any b l o c k - s i g n a l system- The point c f accident was at 
the s t a t ion at E l l i c o t t Creek Road. Approacnmc t n i s 
point from the nortn there ore 1 , 3 7 5 f e e t o f xan^ent, 
f o l l o w e d by a 3° curve to the r i g h t 1,353 f ee t i n lengtn 
the t raCK i s then tanrent tc the po in t o f acc ident , a 
dis tance 0 1 63^ f e e t . The grade i s 0.7 P e r cent descend­
ing for southbound t r a i n s fo r a d is tance of 1,7^0 f e e t , 
fo l io - red ov 1,135 f e e t c f l e v e l t r ack . About 60 f e e t 
nortn o f the poin t of accident i s a br idge over E l l i c o t i 
Cree^ and tne framework of t h i s b r i d g e , which i s 240 fee-
in len'r th, mter feras T . " i th xhe view v;aen an approaching 
t r a m i s approximately l ,OC0 f e e t fro:* the s t a t i o n , but 
at a po in t 1,500 or 2,000 f e e t frorr xhe s ta t ion i t i s 
p o s s i b l e t;o see a t r a i n standing at tne sxat ion and t o 
determine on /rtuch t r ack i t i s s tanding. There i s no 
speed l i m i t in tne v i c i n i t y of tne point of acc ident . 
The weather was c l e a r at tne time of tne acc iden t , which 
occurred at 1.10 p.m. 

Desc r ip t ion 

Southbound passenger t r a i n No. 23 cons i s t ed o f 
tnree c a r 3 , o f wooden cons t ruc t ion , m charge o f Motor-
man Rison and Conductor Fuhrman; Conductors Lynch and 
T r i p l e b t were on the second and t h i r d ca r s , r e s p e c t i v e ­
ly* I l A ^ s t r a i n l e f t Terminal S t a t i on , at Niagara F a l l s , 
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at about 1 2 . 4 0 or 1 2 . 4 5 p .m. , and cn rounding the curve 
north o f the s ta t ion at E l l i c c t t Greek Road the t r o l l e y 
p o l e , whicn viae on the t h i r d car , came o f f the wi re and 
the motorman appl ied tne a i r brakes, D r m g i n e , h i s t r a m 
to a stop at about 1 . 0 S p .m. , with the rear end aoout 
oppos i te the s t a t i on , and wh i l e sxandins: at t h i s point 
the rear o f the t r a i n was struck oy a f o l l o w i n g passenger 
ex t r a . 

The f o l l o w i n g passenger ex t r a cons i s t ed o f three car 
o f wooden cons t ruc t ion , in charge o f Motorman Foreman and 
Conductor ^ i x ^ e r , n t h Conductors Exford and Cameron m 
cnarge o f the second and t m r d ca rs , r e s p e c t i v e l y . This 
t r a m l e f t Terminal S ta t ion ir, the neighoornood of 1 2 - 5 0 
p .m. , maae severa l stops en rou te , and c o l l i d e d w i t h the 
rear end cf t r a i n No. 23 at E L l i c o t x Creek Road w m l e 
t r a v e l i n g at a spaed be l ieveo , xc nave been at l e a s t 3© 
mi les an no or. 

Train Uo- 23 7 as moved ahead a dis tance of or 5C 
f e e t as a r e s u l t o f the c o l l i s i o n , and the rear car was 
bad ly damaged, wmle s l i g h t damage was sustained by the 
f i r s t T W O c a r s . The f i r s t car m tne ex t ra was t e l e scope 
at each end and tne superstructure p r a c t i c a l l y demolished 
the he-xd end o f tne second car m xhis t r a m was badly 
damaged, w h i l e s l i g h t damage was sustained by the t h i r d 
ca r . 

Summary o f evidence 

Wnen running t r a i n s of two or more cars , i t i s the 
custom t o use only xhe t r o l l e y po le on the rear car , 
•7h. i l e the conductor of that car acxs as flagman. Af te r 
tne po le on the rear car cf t r a in No. 23 ce-flie o f f the 
w i r e and the motorman had appl ied tne a i r brakes, Con­
ductor Fuhrman got o f f , according; ^o h i s statement, jus t 
be fore the t r a i n came t o a f u l l s top, want back t o the 
rear of the x ra in , saw Conductor T r i p l e t x wi tn a red 
f l a g m his nand, and t o l d him t o go back to p r o t e c t the 
t r a m He then climbed up on xhe r o o f o f the rea r car , 
found the t r o l l e y pole damaged so i t could not be used, 
and had s t a r t ed to t i e i t down when he n o t i c e d the pass-
engev e:~ na a:> 'reaching br idse 4 , which i s approximately 
3 , C 0 C f e e t no i th of tne point of acc ident . As tne extra 
was rou_'lir-= t-ie curve Conductor Fuhrman sa?" that the 
t r o l l e y o o l e on tne r e s r car o f that t r a m had a l so come 
o f f xne T i r e , xne speed of xhe t r a i n seemed t o slacken, 
and tn in^ inr i t "co ld oe brought t o a s top, he continued 
h i s T o r i o f ' t y i ^ g down tne damaged p o l e on his own t r a i n , 
"and he sa ia ne nad i ast completea tn i s work when the 
c o l l i s i o n occurred." He nad nox neard any t h i s t l e s i g - ^ 
na ls sounded by tne motorman of tne f o l l o w i n g t r a i n anc. 
he said tne l a s t time he saw Conductor T r i p l e t t the 
l a t t e r w a s about at the northern end of tne b r i dge over 
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E l l i c o t t Creek Conductor Fohr*ran li?cl not looked at b i s 
watch, u n t i l just a f te r the occurrence o^ the acc iden t , at 
which t i n e i t was about l . l l . ^ O p. .a. H3 ras not sure 
now Icn^ h i s t r a i n had been standm? at the time of the 
acc iden t , but est imated th i s p e r i o d t c nave been from 
two t o f i v e minutes. 

Conductor T r i p l e t t , m charge of the rear car 121 
trair_ teo. 23, said he Opened tne door of the rear v e s t i ­
bule be fore the t r a i n stooped, - je t t ing o f f as soon as i t 
nad .stopped, and then looked up at the t r o l l e y po le -
Conductor Fuhrman was tnen at the rear oar and Conductor 
T r i p l e t t sa id he stepped jack in to tne car to obtain a 
red f l a ^ and vh i l e he was r e t t m 6 i t Conductor Fuhrman 
t o l d him to 30 back and f la- ; , jfhich ne d id as r ap id ly as 
he could : o across the ond-re . As ne neared the norther 
end of the b r i dge ne saw tne passenger ex t r a rounding 
curve and be-an saving his f l a g , out no a t t en t ipn was 
pa id to i t , and ne stepped over t o tne Fortbbound track, 
p r a c t i c a l l y at the northern end of tns b r idge , and the 
t r a i n passed hiir at a speed he es t imated tc have been ^ 
or 5^ mi les an hour He dia not n o t i c e any f i r e f l y i n g 
from the wheels . Conductor T r i p l e t t furtner s ta ted that 
the motorman of the ex t r a w~s s i t t i n g in about the usual 
p o s i t i o n fo r a motorman, v i tn n is hand apparently on the 
c o n t r o l l e r , l ook ing d i r e c t l y ahead and not moving in 
any way. He did not see any one in tne v e s t i b u l e with 
the motorman. He est imated that a p e r i o d of two or tnre 
minutes had elapeed. between the t ime at which his t r a m 

stepped and the time o f the accident . 

Motorman Rison, of t r a m No. £3i said that as soon 
a3 h i s t r a m stopped he went back t o look at the condi­
t i o n of the t r o l l e y p o i e end as ne wen+" around the rear 
01 the t r a m he c a l l e d tc Conductor T r i p l e t t to p ro t ec t 
by f l a ^ and tne l a t t e r , ^ho had a l ready been t o l d by 
Conductor Fuhrman t o p r o t e c t the t r a m and nad a red 
f l a g m his nand, s t a r t e d back across the b r i d g e . Motor-
man Rison said he turned tc nu l l out tne t r o l l e y rope , 
then turned toward the rear agam and no t i ced the passer 
ger ex t r a approaanmg across or id^e 4-, ^7hIle Conductor 
T r i p l e t t was running back saving h i s f l a g , near the 
northern end o f the b r i d g e . Motorman Rison at once 
s t a r t ed t c run toward the head end o f nis era t r a m T i t 1 

tne iaea c f novmg i t out c f the -way i f p o s s i o l e , out ne 
said he had not iqaite reached that poin t rhen the 
acciaent occurred. He looked at n i s watch a f t e r the 
occurrence of the accident an^ i t Tas tnen 1.10 p .m. , 
he nad not looked at i t p r i o r t o t n i s t ime, but e s t i ­
mated his t r a i n had been standing at the s t a t ion about 
two minutes-



Conductor Lvnch, c f the second car m t r a i n No. 23, 
d i d not at f i r s t kno- the reaaon for the stop and. by the 
time he nad go t t en o f f nis car the motorman, as vrell a s 
the 3 o r _ d u 3 t c r of tne f i r s t car, had gone back to the 
rea r of tne t r a i n , the conductor going up on the roof 
of tne rear car v ^ i i e the conductor of that car Tras 
start ing; back to f l a g . Conductor Lynch's further s t a t e ­
ments brought out no a d d i t i o n a l faces of importance, ex­
cept that ne sa^d Conductor Funrxar. d id GOT have time to 
x i e down the damaged t r o l l e y po le be fore tne accident 
occurred. 

Motorran Forenan, of tbe passenger ex t ra , sa id that 
be fo r e lea""-r_g Teinrnal S ta t ion he understood that t r a m 
l T o, 23 ŝ-cL departed 15 minutes p r e v i o u s l y , i t oemg the 
custom for regular 1 t r a m s to depart every h a l f hour, w i t : 
an ex t ra in oetwpsn, nakm? the s e r v i c e cons i s t of a 
t r a i n each I S minutes After l e a v i n g Terminal S ta t ion , 
stops v e i e r.iade at four po in t s en route . As m s t r a i n 
was approacmng E l l i c o t t Creek Road at a speed ne e s t i ­
mated to neve oeen more than 60 rr i les an ncur ne d id not 
see any th ins o f t r a i n No. 23, or tne flagman, u n t i l n i s 
own t r a i n nad rounded the curve a n d had reached tne shor 
tangent ju&t north o f tne point of acc ident , v m l s tne 
only flagman he saw was about 15 f e e t from the rear of 
t r a m Ho. 23. Motorman Foreman sa id he app l i ed tne a i r 
brakes in emergency, then placed, tne motors m reverse 
and moved tne c o n t r o l l e r arcund about se'Ten or si gut 
notcnes, in the meantime openi.i_, the door connecting tne 
v e s t i b u l e wi th the smoking compartment and c a l l i n g t o 
the people r i d i n g tnere to go back to the rear of the 
car- He d id have time to acknowledge the s igna l s of the 
flagman and n a d not l e f t tne front end of the car wner. 
the accident occurred, at which t u e m s t r a m "tfas mov­
ing at a speed he tnought to have oeen aoout 20 mi les 
an hour. Ilctor-Jan Foreman furtner s ta tsd that the a i r 
brakes nad worked s a t i s f a c t o r i l y at a l l t imes . 

Llotor/tan Foreman rent o f f duty at 2.1f£ a.ra » , ° 9 t o -
ber I S , a f t e r 1 -̂ nours and 30 air.utes on duty, and d id 
not again b e - 1 . 1 ~~ork u n t i l 3-2^ p . a . 3 having got ten up 
at 11 a.m. Beginning: at 3-24- p .m. , October I S , he had 
worked as f e l l o e s ' 

On duty Off duty 
Hoars i i n u t e s Hours Minutes 

On duty 3.24- p m. to 1 2 . Mo a *r. 9 1 2

 0 u 
Off " 12 35 a-m- " 3.0C A . X 2 
On u- 3 .00 a.m. » 3 2C A . T I - 20 
Off " i 2 C a m. » 4.^7 a ± * ( 

Off " 9-15 a-n- " H - 1 5 a-ffl _ 
On " 1 1 - I S a-n. - *1-10 p - f f l - : A - _ p ^ -

15 23 
. Time at waicn accident ocaurred. 



llotoasman Foreman sa id that during the tune he was o f f 
duty between 18.36 a. m. and 3 ?. m. he had l a i d Sown 
on a bench and s l e p t , l e a v i n g a c a l l wi th the d i s ­
patcher . He s ta ted , nowever, that he did net f e e l 
drowsy and that he had of ten worked longer hours. 

Conductor r V t w e r , in charge of the f i r s t car m 
the ex t ra , said h i s t r a m l e f t Terminal S t a t i o n between 
12.50 and 12.52 p m. Approaching the point of accident 
the t r a m was moving at the mgnes;; ra te of speed of 
which i t 7as capable. Conductor "utiier was near the 
front end of the car , navmg gone there to be m r e a d i ­
ness to ge t o f f and r e g i s t e r at F a l l s Junction, the 
next s t a t i o n beyond E l l i c o t t Creek Road. He sa id he 
did not see the rear end of t r a m TTo. 23, or the f l a g ­
man, u n t i l h is o i Hn t r a m had rounded the curve and had 
reached the tangent t r ack . Conductor w'ltwer 's s t a t e ­
ments d i f f e r e d from those of the motorman in fchct he 
thought tne flagman ^as just across or north of the 
b r idge g i v i n g s:op s i g n a l s . He a l s o expressed the 
opinion that -che rear of t r a m No. 23 could not have 
been seen by the motorman whi l e rounding the curve 
and apparent ly was of the opinion that both he and the 
motorman had seen the rear end of t r a m No. 23 as 
soon as i c wa3 p o s s i b l e to have done so. Conductor 
Ti?it ^er a l s o sa id that there was nothing m the ap­
pearance of Motorman Foreman to l e ad him to b e l i e v e 
thac the motorman ,7as not m normal cond i t ion . 

Conductor Sx iord , of the second car m the ex era, 
said ha thought the speed of h i s t r a i n was asout 40 
mi les an hour ^hen approaching ths curve north of the 
point of acc ident . As the t r a i n rounded the curve he 
could f e e l these power was not be ing used and a f t e r the 
t r a m had passed around :he curve he f e l t tne brakes 
being a p p l i e d an:, tnen f e l t an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n ; 
his o ther statements brought out no a d d i t i o n a l f a c t s 
of ir<ipo rtanc e. 

Conductor r i t - e r , m change of the t h i r d car , 
saic.- one t r o l l e y p o l e on his car came of* the ^ i r e as 
the t r a m was rounding the curve , Ghat he gave a s igna l 
but r e c e i v e d no r e p l y , anc f i n a l l y che p o l e came m 
contact ~ i :h the b r i d g e over the creek and was broken 
from the c£.r; the c o l l i s i o n occurred immediately 
afterwards and Conductor 1 i t .rex sa id he had not no t iced 
any a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e a i r brakes . He was unable to 
est imate Lhe spee3 o f his t r a i n but said i t was ve ry 
high anc he d id not thinr: i t had been decreased at the 
t ime o f the acc iden t . 
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The cars involved, in t h i s accident weight about 30 
COLS, a,je equipped wi th four motors an l are geared t o 
opera te at a speed of about 55 miles an hour. The auto­
matic brake system i s used on t ra ins o f two or more cars , 
c a r ry ing a b r a i e - p i p e pressure of 7C oounds. I t appeared 
from the evidence that a l l tne cars i n v o l v e d had beer-
examined and t e s t e d as to t h e i r cond i t ion be fo re be ing 
turned, over GO the t r a m cxe" Ts, Severa l inspec t ions had 
been na.de at o i f cerent t imes an^ p l a c e s , on Occober 18. 
and 19, o f jne equipment making up the passenger ex t ra , 
che l a s t navmg been made by Ass is tan t Foreman Kaufman at 
Colo Springs l e s s than t h r e e hours p r i o r to the occurrence 
of the acc iden t , t h i s i n spec t ion be ing made ever the p i t . 
I t further appealed from tne statements of Ilotonran Bursas, 
T~ho nad operated th i s equipment from 3 bC a. m xo 10 30 
a.m. on the day of the accidents ^hac ;he a_r brakes were 
m good cond i t ion an'1 zhs z he ha," experienced no d i f f i c u l t y 
"7ITH them at any t ime. 

S ta r te r Lambert; on duty at Terminal S t a t i on , sa id 
t r a m s i<ere be ing operatec" on a IC-minvn e nsadway on account 
o f extra t r a f f i c , that r egu la r t r a i n s v e r e s t a r t ed ahead of 
schedule "hen neceoso,-^ to maintain this ae&cVray, that no 
T i t ten o r ' e r s to th i s e f f e c t "ere i s sued , but that he i n -
s t ruc t e f eioh notoiri^n co "Tacch out f o r t r a m s ahead. 
S ta r t e r Lambert s a i : t r ^ m ~Ao. 23 departed at 12.40 p m., 
f i v e minutes m advance of i t s schedule, tnat tne f o l l c t i n g 
ex t ra l e f t at 13 5C o m., and chat he . o l d Ilotorman Foreman 
the t r a i n ahead hac. departed 10 minutes p r e v i o u s l y . The 
company does not maintain a t r a m sheet sno^mg the time 
of the a r r i v a l and. departure of c rams at Terminal S ta t ion 
and the d i spa tcher , r̂ho i s locaceo at Lockport , knows 
nothing o f the movement of southbound t r a i n s from Niagara 
F a l l s u n t i l they a r r i v e at I-,11s Junction, the next s t a t i on 
south of the p o i n t of acc iden t , and tne only r e g i s t e r i n g 
poin t en rou te . 

Conclusions. 

This acc ident Jas caused, oy the ± - i l u r e c f Ilotorman 
Foreman, of the passenger ex t r a , to maintain a proper 
lookout and. to note tnat the re was a t r a m standing at the 
s t a t i o n at E l l i c o t t C^eei: _'oad-

According JO the s tatenent of ""Ctorman foreman he did 
not see the re-: r end of t r i m T"o. ?Z u n t i l his om t r a m 
had reached the tangent tra,ck wi th in a few hunared f e e t of 

the point of acc iden t . N 3 J » s made under ^eatner condi t ions 
s i m l a r t c those p r e v c i l i n t ac the time of tne acc ident 
showed cnat the t r a m could have *>eei seen from a po in t 
ljbOC f e e t d i s t an t . On account of the fac t that the frame­
work o ~ the QT±<tgQ over the creer i n t e r f e r e s wi th the v iew 
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as a t r a i n nears xne end of thu curve, i t 13 necessary fo r 
the motorman «o ] oc v. across xhe i n s ide of the curve i f he 
expects xo see a t r a i n s tanding at xhe s tax ion in cine cc 
enable him xc b r ing his o -m t r a m JO ? stop- Had lloxorman 
Foreiusn looked across cne curve re C O J U have seen t r a i n 
No. 2Z a i i would, have nac. airple dis:a.~ce wi th in which to 
have stopped n i s t r a m . 

r ' h i l e che statement G a re not -=11 11 accord,, ic dees 
nox appear xhax the flagman of t r a i n Ho. 35 had goxten 
back a g rea te r dis tance chen 500 f e e t , mix under che c i r -
cousxaricee i t can nox be d e f i n i t e l y sxaced tnax e i :ner t h i s 
flagman or the other members c f the crew of t r ? i n wo. 23 
were neg l igen t m xhe performance of xhsir cuc-y. 

Time-table l u l e 16 reads as f o l l o w s * 

"Trams moving in the sar.ie d i r e c t i o n musx keep 
v : l e a s t one mi le apart m c l ea r wear ie r an: at leasx 
f i v e riinu'JSG aparx i n f ogg r or sxor.^y v earner anc must 
be under f u l l con t ro l anc be prepared GO S :op at 
3 :cp-on-3m;ial scaxions and c ross ings expecxing t o 
-^nd the preceJ.mg tre m sxop^e^ or running at reduced 
speed." 

The inadequacy of a ru l e of t h i s h n ' . fo r the spacing 
of j r ^ m s nas been poirue: , cu'; on pic-vious cooraions and 
ic i s so cbvicus th?.x f r r . h e r "omr enc i s sca rce ly 
necessary. I t i s t n e th^x in day l igh t when t r a m s are 
wiohin s i m t of each oxher xhe rule may be subs t an t i a l l y 
complied " ixh j but ax n i g h t , or 1:1 ~oggy or stormy 
n 3 a i h o r , a irojoiman cen not x e l l whether or not he i s 
opera t ing his t r a m f i v e tninuaes behind xhe preceding 
t r a i n , and t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t rue on a l i n e having xhe 
dens i ty of t r a f f i c on tne d i v i s i o n on which t h i s accident 
cccur re? . There are 35 scheduled Grains m each d i r e c t i o n 
on Sundays, xhese x re ins l e a v i n g ax naif-hour inxerva . l s , 
" 'h i le the^many exxras ~hich are operated are run i n between 
the regular i r a m s , p r o ^ i d n g fo r a xrain approximat e ly 
every 15 minutes. As a matter cf f ? o x . nov-e^er, on the day 
of the accident t r a i n s -r,ere b s m g s x a i t e d i ron Terminal 
S ta t ion southbound or. an average of one t r a m every 12 
inmaxes, xnere having oeen 35 ; : a m s b3G~een 5 5C a .n . 
and 12.50 p ,m . j handling approximately 5,0C0 passengers . 
I t i s a l so xo be noted tha , eizz t n r ee -ca r t r a ins l e f t 
Terrace 1:1 B u f f a l o , northbound, m xhe p e r i o d between 5.02 
a.n. and d SO a.n_. i n average of one t r a m eve~"y th ree 
mmuxes. The operajic-^ of crowded e: curs ion t r a m s at 
hign speed under such c l o s e headway irehes i t a a t t e r cf 
impera t ive pecess ixy xhax m C7.se a_v"ming occurs t o delay 
che novement of a c^ain, every j ^ n sha l l do nis f u l l duty 
and do iu qu ick ly i f an accident i s ^o be prevented . 
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i l l f a c t , I t i s not thought -chit under these cond i t i ons the 
company i s j u s t i f i e d i n depending e n t i r e l y upon the v i g i ­
l ance of i t s employees f o r -che p reven t ion of a cc iden t s . 
I t I s recognised chat t r a f f i c 01 chis dens i ty I s not a 
matter of every-day occurrence, and undoubtedly occurs 
only m the sun. er season, but never the less i t warrants 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n of e b l o c k - s i g n a l system i f proper p r o ­
v i s i o n i s to be rede f o r t he movement of tnese t r a i n s in 
s a f e t y . 

The r eco rd o f the s e r v i c e psrdormed by Iiotorman 
Foreman shows that hac1 ne completed h is run he would have 
been on ac tua l duty mere than 3£ hours out of about 23 
hours. As a r .atter c f f a c t , he eve r , one o f the per iods 
during which he I s shown as bavin^ been e f f dutv was f o r 
on ly 1 hour an; 27 minutes, an" under :he eoudic ions 
o f t h i s short r e l ea se fret* work, che t ime having been 
spent In w a i t i n g f o r excursion passengers to b e turned, 
ove r to the e l e c t r i c l i n e i y a sceam r a i l r o a d en te r ing 
B u f f a l o , I t i e doubtful i f i t i n t e r f e r e d ~ich the con­
t i n u i t y of h i s s e r v i c e and under such circumstances he 
had been cn ..uty 17 hours an." 22 minuces a t che tim.e of 
the acc iden t . I t i s a l s o nocec :hat there were two other 
s h o r t - r e l e a s e p e r i o d s , one of 2 hours and one o f 3 hours 
and 24 minuces; during t he l a t t e r per iod he l a i d c o m on 
a, bench and went t o s l e e p , 'ictorman foreman sale he did 
not f e e l drowsy; he had, however, obtained very l i t t l e 
s l e e p f o r a p e r i o d of about 27 hours and, no employee can 
be in proper cond i t ion t o assume RESPONSI3LE du t i e s under 
such c o n d i t i o n s . 2he Federal hours o f s e r v i c e law was 
enacted f o r the express purpose of pe rmi t t ing r a i l r o a d 
employees t o ob ta in the adequate r e s t -which is necessary 
f o r a proper performance o f t l i e i r du t ies end t o safeguard 
the t r? ,ve l i : ig p u b l i c , and in t h i s ins tance at l e i s o the 
o f f i c i a l s o f chis r a i l - a ^ ^ - r e g u i l t y of - 'de la t ing the 
s p i r i t and in t en t o f che law. 

Had an adequate b l o c k - s i g n a l system been in use on 
t h i s l i n e , t h i s accident probably would not have occurred; 
an adequate aubomatic t x a i n stop ox c ra in -concro l dev ice 
would have prevented i t . 

The employees I n v o l v e d were g e n e r a l l y exper ienced in 
mterurban aer"srice. "he hours of s e r v i c e of LioGorman 
Foreman, o f che passenger 3 ; K K , has been \ i v e n p r e v i o u s l y ; 
Conductors r i t ^ e r , Exiord and Cameron, of the e x t r a , had 
been on duty 6 hours and 43 minutes m three d i f f e r e n t 
per iods of s e r v i c e , beginning at 3 a. . i , , _prev ious t o f^hioh 
they had been o f f n ty^from 7 hours an̂ " o2 u n i c e s t o 
about 12 hours. Ilotorman Hison, an; Conductors Puhrman and 
Lynch., of t r a m Ho. y , had been on d.ucy 4 hours and 39 
minutes, a f t e r from 11 t o 13 hours o f f duty; Conductor 
X r i p l e t t had been on dv cy 7 hours and 50 minuces, a f t e r 
r^ore than 24 hours e f f ducy, not having w orked. on the p r e ­
vious day. R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

"r.P^OP-LAITD, D i r e c t o r . 
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