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IM m IflVSSTIGATlOH QF AOOISKNT 08 TH£ IBM AN A 
UHIOH TOAflWOH <X)HPANX'3 »AlLROA»f MAR. 82, 191S. 

On ifoarah 33, 19X2» th«r« was a head-end collision 
between two passenger trains on the Indiana Union Traction 
Company* a Nallroftd near Portvllle, Indiana, resulting in 
the denth of on© employee and th© injury or 15 pusasn^sra. 

This aaeldtmt ««4 reported ty telagrftph by tha Indiana 
Tin ion traction Gojapimy on M&reh 22nd, 1912, and after inves
tigation the ahief Inspector of Safety Appllniuies reports 
as f O l l O W S * 

The Indiana Union Tracttion is m »l«otrio railroad, 
that portion of the line upon ̂ ?hloh this «Gt!ld*mt occurred 
extends sntveen Indianapolis mnd liunoie. Indiana, a diat&noe 
ot SS& miles, .̂ nd la itnown as the Anderson division, it 
Is a single track line operated under the tlm table and 
trsin order fflyttssn without blouk signals. 

Located £asaln$ sidings &n<i stations ^ r e signals 
**hieh o&n b0 ©l^otrio&lly set in the Sanger position fty 
the train diap&taher, constituting wh&t la know ae a 
* dispatcher* a oloak* system* ^hese signals* hoover, are 
not olook algnalfi# as they are not used for sp&sinr; trains but aitaply to stop trains to psmit tfts dlspsteher to 
notify th«m that he ha a orders f o r them* 

orders ip« transmitted to train srsws by teXssxjhono. 
3 a oh anr is ©quipped ^ith a portable telephone, c o r d , hook 
and duplicate order oox, and each depot and aut>»BtattL>n 
hae a permanent t̂ lflphon© booth equlp^A »ith eft o r d e r box 
in «?hieh orders &r* written in triplicate. It ia the 
cue torn 5-hen a regular train arrives at a a e h a d u l e d acting 
sesint* and th$ apposing train in not in aight# to ask the dispatcher for orders. If «n order is to ba given it ia 
n®mmmiante& by tha dlep&tafter to the sotorsian. who -writes 
t h © order and repsats it b a n k , Tha conductor then takes 
tha telephone, ra^aata the order b a o k to tha dispatcher, 
and g**ta hi*? o* X. The conductor thsn tsars off the 
original and the s&otorja&n feaaps the d u p l l o A t a until it is 
fulfiltMt after whioh it lg turned in ta tha office. In 
the su&^atatlons nml depots t h © a a i a e usathod is followed 
»̂ith th® ©xeoption that the order la written in triplia^t© 

s i n d on© eopy is rotelned in the ordnr oox. 

Thia collision ooourrwd between vw&t-bmm train No. 
60, consisting of ooablnatlon baggage and passenger ear 
So, :?7Q, in charge of oonduotor Fulkerson and notonann" " 



Vanaevanter* and east-hound train Ho. 81, oofieintlng of 
combination oa#gpjg« and passenger oar Ho* SOT. in charge 
of eonduetor Prsaer and aotorffi&n Mlnaer. Train Ho* 81 In 
scheduled to l e a v e Indianapolis at 7i05 P*H.# and train Ho. 
6 0 in ftdhedttled t o l e a v e Mtmoie at 6j35 On the date 
of the e o l l l e l t i n these t r a i n s left their re elective s t a r t i n g 
p o i n t s on t i e i e . The r e g u l a r meet ing point for these trains 
is e l d i n g Ho. 19, a plana 39# a i i l ee west of Munoie and 80 
ffllles eas t of I n d i a n s p o l i a , whore they a re eoheduled a t 
7*62 F.H. f r a l n 61 a r r i v e d a t elding Mo. 19 at 7s66 P.J!., 
f o u r minutes late, and ae t r a i n Ho» 60 was not in s i g h t , 
the Eotornmn o&lled the d i spa tcher f o r ordera. 

In r^e^onee ta t h i e q « 1 1 ord*r f lo. 89 wae g iven t r a i n 
61 by the d ispntahsr . This order, ae w r i t t e n fey eotorrann 
•'incier, read* ae f o l l o w s : 

Conductor and motonaan, t r a i n B o . 61, oar No. 
£79, at lft # 

t r a i n Uo. 8 1 , etr Ho. OT, and t r a i n Ho. 60, 
enr Ho. 290, w i l l meet at Pendle ton .* 

Gonduoter Bremer, -*ho io the one s u r v i v i n g t e ene r o f 
the ore*? of t r a i n 61, s t a t ed p o s i t i v e l y tha t t h i e o r d e r , 
the o r i g i n a l o f *rhi ch he had In h i e poeaeae ion , was repeated 
b&ofc t o the diepftteslMsr oy both the motoraan and h imse l f 
e x a c t l y ae w r i t t e n »y the raotora^n, and the d i s p a t c h e r ' s 
0. K . was g i v e n hinu the o rder con ta in ing the dup l i ca t e 
o f the o rde r as w r i t t e n hy saofeormnn tElnoer, was des t royed 
i n the f i r e f o l l o w i n g the o o l l l s i a m . Pend le ton , the meet
ing w*int na&ed in the order, i s a s t&t ion ahattt 1 0 s l l e a 
e a s t of s i d i n g ?Jo. 1 9 . Thl® order was sede ooap lo te a t 
7:SB P. IS., and t r a i n No. $1 iBusediafcely p roceeded on i t e 

Two ainufces later, a t £.00 ?. II., the o o l l i e i o R 
occur red on s t r a i g h t t r a c k at a ^ '>lnt about 37G0 feet e a s t 
o f e l d i n g 19 and 1^ railea west of P o r t v i l l e s t a t i o n . 

At the t i®e of th© c o l l i s i o n t r a i n So. 91 wee running 
«{jot i t 1 3 tailee en hour , Tra in Ho. 60 was running frota 36 
t o 30 Bil lee an hour "hen the mo t o r s an f l r e t r e s i d e d tha t a 
e o l l l & i o n *aa issalnsnt. He app l i ed tha braicee, and had 
r^duaed speed to six or e i g h t Giles per hour when the lapsot 
occu r r ed , th© oars tel«oo /p«d e&eh o the r for a d is tance of 
about 10 f e e t . Out n e i t n ^ r «aa d e r a i l e d . After the c o l l i s i o n 
t h e ej*r» tooK f i r e , and the -yoodworft o f both ea rs was 
e n t i r e l y oonstuaed. Mo carman Mincer o f t r a i n SI *&a caught 
i n the ^reokaKe and fsurned to death. 

Train 8 o . 60 had no ̂ rdere, but ^ae g o i n g t o elding ̂ o. 
19 t o meet t r a i n ;*o. 61 on lta time sard r i g h t s * The 
d i s p a t c h e r ' s record eno^R that o rde r Mo* vae gglven to 
t r a i n Uo. 81 a t siding UQ. 1 3 in t h i e fonai 



3-
"Train Ho. 91, oar Ho. 279, and train l*o. extra 

weat, oar Ho, 39c, will <ueet at Pendleton.* 
Tho order in tho above fora ̂ ae reoelved by train extra 

MO fit at siding: Ho* 13, a point about li miles e&et of 
Pendleton, at 8*09 P. if. 

Blspatoher Knowlea stated that the order given to train 
61 m e a met order for train extra mat at Pendleton. Jfha 
order wae not given dlreotly by dispatcher Kno^les hut by 
dispatcher Liatt), a new man who was at the tiae being 
instructed by dispatcher Snowies. Diepatoher Inotlee 
eta ted, hoover, that he m& sitting: by the aide of 
dlepatoher Lasb, when order Sto, 09 was given, and wae 
connected in with the telephone headgear. He stated thnt 
he he,«rd the order #lv©n and cheeked it *hen it wae repeated 
baok by the toraan, and he is v&py positive that the'order 
w e issued and repeated bao& in the farm sho^n on hie train 
sheet* Me further stated that after the order «aa repeated 
baok by the mafconsan and before the dispatcher*a 0. it. had 
Oeen given the dispatcher stated *^rain 60 is eoslng there*, 
asaninpr siding No, 10, Hie etateimmt on this? point ig as 
follow*. 

*Th® only thine 1 oan eee in this order la whan SMe 
order given 'Train 61. 279, And extra west 
«rill seet at Pendleton*, the dispatcher aaid at 
this tiom, *frain 80 ia oo&ing there*. Bight then 
they srere nt their meeting point with 60, ̂ hen they 
got thie ordwr* And at that time, 1 don't %now, *mt 
vrhen that ^ae stated, that 80 was coming there, 
that thin aotoraan put tills do^n here, but he abso
lutely repeated m *.v*tra we at 390 will laeet at 
Pendleton.** 
q. Tell, but he didn't repeat that to you? 
A. He repeated that order that way, 
4. To tha other man? 
A. To the other man, but I $n the line and 

heard the ^holo thing. 
(*, '/on heard hi us repent it? 
A. ¥ O B , eir. 
<*, 2io that he didn't use the ^ord •sixty' then? 
A. Ho, sirj he uaed 'i&stra west.'* 
Pispfitoher katab, *hu gave ths order, corroborated the 

statement of dispatcher Kno^lea. 
Conductor Pre4mer sf tr^ln Ql ia equally positive in 

hie atataront th®t the jrdt*r wee repeated in the form in 
whleh it vrae wltten by aotorm&n iJincer. His statement on 
tb&t point ie as follo-wes 



"Q. Old you repeat this order Niofe under the rulea? 
A. X did, 
Q. Pld tha motor&an repeat it baok? 
A, H# rapaated it first, 
<4, And you rapftatad it? 
A* And X repeated it, 
cu Tou complied absolutely urith th© rulaT 
A, X«st sir} hf© both repeated tha ordor. Q, tfou stated tha motorssan repeated that before did? 
A, Yoe, sir. 
q. 3o far aa you aan raeollaat, in the nsm terras that 

you uned? 
A, 2«e, sirj he wota th* order, all of it, 
t\, Ths laotoraan wrote that order? 
A. £as* flirj and repeated it first and handed tee tha 

telephone. 
q, Pld you haer hita repeat it? 
A. X stood right by tlie side of his. 
q., Bid ha rape at it oorr » R t l y * 
A, 3fts«, sir; Jusst as aorreatly as that read& there, 
from aiding 1», in th® direction from vhieh train 

No. @o #&e appro&ahing, th& view ia unobstructed for a 
distance of naerly two miles. The aleetrie headlight on 
trpin no, 61 was oumlng brightly, and was oeon by the 
aotorraan on train ^o, 00 ae hie oar rounded a curve at 
Fortville, sore threw a iail® aw^y from tha point )f aolliei n• 
He guppo<sed th^t train 60 *ra» standing on the aiding at 
tha ©eating point, and 318 n«t discover that it *ae approach
ing on the emin trao*< until too late to avoid t h a collision. 

The eleetrie he^dll^ht >n ̂ rain Ho, SO was not burning. 
It bag^n to burn low und fllOMsr out several allea a w a y 
froifl the p^int of collision, and at Fortvills it want out 
entirely. Hftd this he flight bean burning, the motoramn on train Ho. 61 -would h- iY© had not lea of tha approach of train 
8o. 90. ^oth conductor Sv®m&p $f train Ho. 61 m& notorsmn 
V&ndervandar of tr^in %'o. 1f> stated positively that had 
this headlight ba«°i burning tha oolilslan would not have 
ooqurred. 

Thia aoald«nt ^ « e&uaed by an error in tha transmission 
and writing of train orators bet̂ reen tha di«t^atohar and tha 
conductor and Kotormnn of train No, 01. It is itŝ ftaalble 
to fix raaponnibility for tha mistake, as tha Ciae resolves 
lteelf into a questi ;n of varasifcy between tha dispatcher 
and th© conductor ?t trnln Wo. SI; although it may be noted 
that the faot that oar lo. SQO, {r?M.ah *as tha e#r number ?f 
the awtra train) at3pe«u*«i in tha order held tpy tha conductor 
of train Ho. 61 *»ouid sê ia to corroborate tha dispatcher. 



The mthod of transmitting train ordera In vo^ue 
cm this road, and $f repeating theia b&ek to the dispatcher, 
ia not aoitduoiva to s«fety, the train numbers being spoken 
.nly, and BOt down in futurea in tha order, without being 
written out and swelled Sack to the dlapatoher ^h@n the 
order is repeated. It m? also ae noted that of th© 43 
meeting points on this line between Indianapolis and Munoie 
£7 have no tiae oard n&aae, but ore designated merely by 
numbers* Tha tlse e*trd ehowa 44 scheduled dally trains 
in each direction on that portion of t! e line ^hara thie 
accident ooouired. The aovoaent of thia number of treins, 
(without bloak eignale) many of which suet of tan be unable 
to sake scheduled (seating points, neoeeearily implies the 
leeuanoe of a large wuiaoer of train orders. In order to 
avoid jaist@lt#e In epeaklng nawfl af mating paints anrt train 
nurabere over tha telephone they should be spelled out by 
the dispatcher *shan giving an order, end should be written 
in full and spelled out *hen repeated oacte by the paraon 
rc'eeivlng tl̂ e order. 

Th*? mn involved in this aooident were experienced 
employees vith good records. Superintendent of ?ransrtortata ->n 
Baldwin et&*setf thaS h® ooneidared the® s& good mm as he had. 
of yotorssn «"lnoer, wrote tbe order in dispute, It wee 
stated th&t "his i>#r oent on examination was ̂ ay above the 
av**r At the tl̂ a? of the aaoldent conductor Prefer and 
ffioBorm&n linear had be?*n on duty 7 hours and 45 ralnutee 
foilOTinpr a period of IS hot?r*s and IS minuter sff ilufcy. 
Dlspatoher •Cnovlae had aei»n on duty 3 hour? following a 
•period of IS haure off duty. 


