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In ng INVESTIGATIOR OF AQQIDENT oB THE INNIANA
UHIoN TEAITION GOMPANY'S HAILROAD, MAR, £2, 1912,
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on Marsh 28, 1912, there was a headeend ¢ollipion
between two passenger Lraing on the Indians Union Traotion
Conpany?s Nallroad near Puprtyilile, Indiasnn, resulting in
the death of one employ=e and the injury of 15 passengera.

This aacclident wae reported by telagpaph by tha Indiuns
Unlon Traction Joppany ont Mereh 22nd, 1912, and affer lnvege
tigation the ohlef Inspeoctor of ﬁafa%y Applianses renorls
ag followss

The Indlana Union Trastilon is sn eleotric ynilroed,
That portion of the line upon whdah this aocldent occsurred
extends BDotween Indlanapolie snd Hunole, Indlana, a Adistance
of 58% mllea, and s known as the Anderson Division., I%

12 & elnple track lite operated under the time table and
train order sysfes without bloek aignals.

Lonated at prasling sldings snd statlions are signals
=hioh ¢an De eledatrlioally set in She danger position oy
the traln dlepstoner, eonstiiuilng whet 1a knowm aeg a
"Glepatoher!ys blook® syetem., These signale, howsver, are
not blook algnale, as thay ore not upsed for enasling traine
but #luply %o aton trainsg Yo pernit the Alepsicher to
notlfy them that he has ordsrs for thea,

Jedere e transmitted to train arews by telephone.
Zaah anr ls equipped =ith a portable telephons, sord, hook
and duplliosie order dbox, and esnch Appot shd pub-gtati.n
hae a perasncnt telephone booth equlpred wlth sn ordsr box
in which orders are wriiten in triplierte, I% 1s the
ctugtomn when a repular train arrives at a seheduled seeting
noint, znd the oppoalng tralin 1s noet in alght, %o ask the
Alspatoher for orderas. If an order 1s %o be given 1t is
comnmunionted by tShe dlepateher to the motorman, whoe =rites
the order and repeats 1t back, The gondustor then taskes
the telephone, rewents the order haok to the dlspatcher,
and geta hie O, XK. The conductor then tearsz off the
ariginal and the gntormsn kaens the duplieate until it is
fulfillied, after whioh 1t ig turned in to the offtce., In
the subegintions sand deputs %the aame method is followed
with the excentisnn that the order is wriltten In trivliaste
and one gop? ie reteined in the ordaer box,

Thie eollision cecurred bDetween wegt-bound train Ha.
80, conal«ting of ovoseinatlon bYeggage and passengrr ear
Ro, 279, in ochoge of conductor Fullkerson znd motoramnn
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Yendevanter, ad agsf-hound train No, 61, eoneisting of
combinaticn baggesgs and pessenger oar Ko, 287, in charge

of eomduelor Premeyr and motoresn Hineer. Train Ho, 81 i
echaduled %0 leanve Indianapolia gt 7108 P.H., and Sraln No.
80 3 saheduled to leave Hunole at 9:385 ?.X, On the date
of the erlliislon shase treins left their respeotive starting
pointa oen Sime. The yepular mesting point for these trains
is alading Ro. 18, & plance 394 milee weet of Hungte and 20
miles esst of Indianzpolla, whers they are poheduled at
702 P M. Train 81 arrived szt elding Xo., 19 at 7:58 P.K¥.,
fouy minulaes late, and as traln No. 60 wam not in aight,
the rotorman oslled the dlsprteher for ordera.

In responge to this oall oprder Ho. 89 was given traln
&1 by she dlspsSehar., This order, sz wrlttan by motorman
dinaer, reade ae follows:

$To Gonduntor and motorman, trailn No. 61, onr No.
279, at 189,

Train Ho. €1, err Ho. 278, and train Ho. &0,
aar Ho. 290, #1ll meet at Pendlston.®

Conduotor Preaser, who lp the one surviving wpewber of
the orew of %rain 81, stnled posltively that this order,
the originel of whioh he had in hlae posseasion, was repested
back te the dlspatoher oy both the motormgn and himpelf
exaotly as aritten dy the motormen, and the dlspatcherty
0. Ke was given him, The order box sontaining the duplliasste
of the apday ns =written by sotomman Hinoar, was destloyed
in the firs following the collision. Pendlefon, She meet-
tng went named in the order, 1a a statlon abnu% 10 siloa
enst of siding Mo. 19. Thies order was made complete at
7168 P. M., and traln o, 6l inmediately prooeeded on 1ta
wey . 7w minuses later, at 8100 &, M., the oolliasion
ogourred on straliht treck at a »aint about 2700 feet saat
of slding 19 and 134 miles west of Portville statlon.

A% the tlse of tlie coelllision train Wo. 61 wag running
about 15 miles an hour. ‘''rein No. &0 was running from 28
to 30 mlles an hour =hen the moteormsn first realized that a
epllielon was imminsnt, He appllied the brakes, and had
redused apeed to g1z ar eipht Elles per hour when the impzet
peourrad. The oars Belesa.ped sach other for a disztanee of
about 10 feet, but neltarr was deralled, AfSer the gollision
the asrs took fire, and the voodwork of both oara was
entirely congunmed., Hotormsn Hincer of traln 81 waa caught
in the =raskage snd bdburned to desth.

Train Ho. 60 had no arders, but was golng to siding Ne.
12 %o meet %Taln Mo, £l on 1ta time sard pighte, The
dlepatoherls racord gnowe that order Ko, 89 wenr given %o

train Ho. 81 at siding He. 12 in thls forms ~
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¥Pruin Ho. 81, ear No. 878, end srain Wo. extra
weqs, oar No, 29C, w#1ll wweet u% Pandleton."

The order in ths sbove fors was peoelved HY Sraln extra
weat at siding No. 13, a point about 1% miles saaet of
Pendlaton, at 8100 P, ¥,

Disputoher ¥nowlos stated that the opder given o train
81 was a meet opdepr for Lrain extrs weat at Pendleton. fhe
order was not given Alrectly by dlaspatsher Knowles but by
diapateher Lawb, & new man who was at She %ime belng
instructed by dispateher ¥nowles. Digpatcher Znowlee
gtated, however, that he was #ibting by the alde of
dispatcher Leab, when ordsr Ho, 89 wsn gilven, and wae
gonnected in with tha %slephone hesmdgsar. He gtated thet
he heard the order given and checked 1t when 1% was reneated
Back by She mot roan, and he 1y very posltive thet the order
wrg lapuad and repsated baok In the form shown on his train
sheat, He further atated Thaet aller the opder was ropanted
back by the motorman and befors the dilevatcherta O, X, had
been given the dispatchor atated "Trailn 60 1g eoming there®,
seaning siding Ho., 19, Hia etebtement on this point 1lg as
follawal

#The only thing I can see in this sprder %s when this
order was given ®{raln 81, 278, and extrs weast 200
will meet at Pendleton', the diapateher sald st

thig %ime, *Trein 60 is coming tharet. Right then
they were gt thelir aeeting point =»ith 6ﬁ5 shen they
got thies spder. And at that time, I don's knowy, Wul
when that eae etated, that 80 was coming Shere,

that Shis motopasn ?ut thie down here, but he sbao-
lutely roepasted me Y. xtra west 290 will meet 3¢
Pendleton, '¥

e Toll, but hoe didn't ranest thet So you?

ke He repeated that order that way.

3 To the osther man?

A. To the other man, but I wgs »n the line and
heard the whole thing.

3« Jou hesrd hin reveat it7

He Iﬂﬂ; Blr.

Q, o that he A14n'% upe the word 'Sixty’ thent

A. Ho, sip; he used ‘Extrs wast.'?

Disprtoher Lamb, who gave %he opder, corroborated the
atatenent of dlepatcher Knowlies.

Conductor Prexer of trealn 61 is enqually poalitive in
hie atateomsnt that the Jrder wpre reneated An the foru in

whieh 1% wge wribtten by motormen UYincer, His statament on
that polnt 48 as followst
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"3, gigtgnu repoeat this opdsy baok under the rulea?

A, .

Q. 914 the motorman repant 1% bank?

A, He reveated 1t fipst,

Q. And You repasted 1it?

A. And X yepeatiad 1%,

Q. You spnplied abaolutely with the rule?

A. Yaz, sir; we both repeated the ordsr,

G. You stated the motormen rapsated that befors vou 41472

A. Yog, alr,

Q. 30 far ga you asn reeolileat, in the sene terme that
you ared?

A. Yeg, air) he wrote the order, all of 1%,

i1, The mo%torman wrote that order?

A. Yen, nir; and pepested it first and handed wme the
telaphone.

2. D4 you heer him repwat 147

A. I stood »ight by the gide of him.

Q. Did he repent 1t oorrecily?

A, Year, alvyy Juct ag correetly as that resds there,

From siding Na, 19, in the dirsetlon from whieh train
No, 60 wae approeching, the view lg unobatmicted for a
digtrnce of nesrly two wiles. The eleotrle headlight on
trein Ro. 6l was burning brightly, and wee gesn by the
sotormsn on traln Na, 472 as hig osr rounded s curve gt
Fortvilleg, mors than a mila sway from the point »f enlliei n.
He suppo=zed i Srain Mo, 60 was stending on the siding at
the weeting point, and 418 nnt dlesover that 1f was apnrosch-
ing sn the maln traci untlil 590 late to avold the eolllaion,

The gleetrie hesadlisht »n train Ho, 80 =ap not bupning.
It begen to burn low and fllo.er out several mlles zway
from the p int of 0ollisiun, and at Portville 1% went out
enftirely. Hsd this hesdlight besn buring, the motormsn on
train Ho. 81 would hmve hind notlice of the approsch of train
Ba. 30, Jnth eanmdunticy remsy £ train No., 61 snd modorman
Vandarvander of tr=in o, 30 atated poslsively that hrd
this headlight been Hurnineg the sollislon would not have

gaourred,

™is acoldent =wac Azueed DY an arror in the tranemission
and writing of train order: between the Adlapatoher and the
conduntor and mpotorman of rain de, 8l. I% 1z imvwoaelble
o fix reanonplbil ity for the mistake, as the eanse Pesolves
15eelf Anto a auegtl.n of veracity batween the dlapstoher
and the sondustor of train Mo, 813 although 1% nay be noted
thaet the fant that oar Yo, 280, (nhiah waes the-ear numbsr o»f
the extra Srain) aopears in the order held by the conduator

nf traln #o, 81 wyuld aeem Lo eorroborste thae dispateher.
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The & thod of tranasititing Srain orders in vogue
an thie road, and aof repeating thea bHrok %o the Algpstoher,
i not conduclive to pefety, the traln numbesrs being spoken
anly, aud get down in fugurea In the order, without beling
writtan out aund 2velled back to the 4dlapatoher when the
order is rapeaaiad, 1% may also be Roted That of tha 43
meeting pointa oA this line batween Indisnepolis and Hungle
27 hava no tike oard ngmse, but are designated umerely by
nugberas, The $lme oard showa 44 ssheduled dally trains
in esoh Alreetion on %that portlon of te line where this
accident ooourred, The novement of thia number of trains,
{without blook aignsle) meny of whiach Bust of%tan he unghle
to make scheduled weeting points, neceeparily implics the
issupnce of a large nusber of Srain orders. In order %o
avold misztoker in gpepking names of mesting pointe and tralin
nunbsera over the telephone they should de epelled out by
the dlspateher when glving an order, and ghould be wrlliten
in full and spelled out when repeated back by the peraon
reaelving e oyrder,

"he men lnvolved in this ascoldant wero exoperiesnsed
erployees with guod records, Suparintendent of Traneportati-n
Baldwin atatied thei he ooheldered them ag good mén ar he had,
Of Katorman “incer, who wroBe the order In dilsvuts, 1t wes
ntatesd thsat "his psr aent on exsminetion wesg way above the
averunge.® A5 the $is of the aesnldent oonfluctor Jremer and
mo torman Zineor had been on dubty 7 houre and 48 alnubes
following a period of 16 houre and 13 minutes »ff Jduty.
Dispateher <nowies had seen on duty 2 hours following a
nrerlod of 10 houre o7 daty.



