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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVES­
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE I L L I N O I S 
TRACTION SYSTEM NEAR DAVIS, I L L . , ON MARCH 20 , 1925. 

J u l y 2 9 , 1925 . 

To t h e Commiss ion: 

On March 20 , 1925, t h e r e was a head -end 
c o l l i s i o n be tween a p a s s e n g e r t r a m and a work e x t r a 
on t h e l i n e o f the I l l i n o i s T r a c t i o n System nea r D a v i s , 
1 1 1 . , which r e s u l t e d i n the dea th o f 6 p a s s e n g e r s and 
1 e m p l o y e e . The i n v e s t i g a t i o n was made i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the I l l i n o i s Commerce Commiss ion . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t p a r t o f t h e 
Southern d i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n S p r i n g f i e l d , 1 1 1 - , 
and S t . L o u i s , M o . , a d i s t a n c e o f 98 .3 m i l e s , t h i s b e i n g 
a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by 
t i m e - t a b l e , t r a m o r d e r s , and an au toma t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l 
sy s t em; t h e s i g n a l sys t em, h o w e v e r , was n o t i n w o r k i n g 
o r d e r on t h e day o f t h e a c c i d e n t . The p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 
was about 600 f e e t south o f the south s w i t c h o f the p a s s i n g 
t r a c k known as D a v i s . Approach ing t h i s p o i n t from the 
south t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r more than 1 m i l e , f o l l o w e d 
by a 2 7 0 3 ! c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t 1,278 f e e t m l e n g t h , 
t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on the c u r v e about 400 f e e t from 
i"cs sou the rn end . A p p r o a c h i n g from the n o r t h t h e r e i s a 
1 ° c u r v e t o the r i g h t 950 f e e t i n l e n g t h and 1,344 f e e t 
o f t a n g e n t r f o l l o w e d b y the c u r v e on which the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r i e d . The g r a d e i s d e s c e n d i n g f o r nor thbound t r a i n s , 
b e i n g 1.06 p e r cen t a t t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . The w a l l s 
o f a cu t faouth o f the c u r v e , as w e l l as some t r e e s on 
t h e i n s i d e o f the c a r v e near i t s sou thern end , r e s t r i c t 
t h e v i e w to about 1,000 f e e t from e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t the t ime o f the 
a c c i d e n t , wh ich o c c u r r e d a t about 1.05 p . m . 
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D e s c r i p t i o n 

Southbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o - 7 c o n s i s t e d o f 
m o t o r 250 , o f wooden c o n s t r u c t i o n , m c h a r g e o f Con­
d u c t o r R o b e r t s and Motorman P e e l e . I t l e f t C a r l m v i l l e , 
1 1 1 - , 4 . 4 m i l e s from D a v i s , a t 12 .55 p . m . , 20 minu tes 
l a t e , p a s s e d D a v i s , and had been b r o u g h t p r a c t i c a l l y t o 
a s t op b e f o r e i t c o l l i d e d w i t h nor thbound work e x t r a 1513 . 

Work e x t r a 1513 c o n s i s t e d o f a l i n e c a r , i n 
c h a r g e o f Conductor F o r e and Motorman L m d s e y . When t h e 
o r d e r under which the c rew was w o r k i n g e x p i r e d a t 12 .10 
p . m . a t B e n l d , 10 .4 m i l e s south o f D a v i s , the c rew r e q u e s t e d 
and w e r e f u r n i s h e d w i t h an o r d e r a u t h o r i s i n g them t o run 
e x t r a from Ben ld t o Moody, t he l a t t e r b e i n g the f i r s t s t a ­
t i o n n o r t h o f D a v i s - T h i s o r d e r was made c o m p l e t e a t 
12 .20 p . m . and work e x t r a 1513 d e p a r t e d from B e n l d a t 
about 1 2 . 4 0 p . m . , c o l l i d i n g w i t h t r a i n N o . 7 n e a r D a v i s 
w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been be tween 
25 and 35 m i l e s an h o u r . 

The open p l a t f o r m on the f r o n t end o f t h e 
l i n e c a r o v e r r o d e t h e underframe o f moto r 250 and t e l e ­
scoped t h a t car a d i s t a n c e o f about 25 f e e t , b o t h c a r s 
b e i n g b a d l y damaged. The employee k i l l e d was t h e m o t o r -
man o f t r a m Ho* 7 . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

Motorman L m d s e y , o f work e x t r a 1513, s a i d 
h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d from B e n l d s h o r t l y a f t e r r e c e i v i n g run­
n i n g o r d e r s from B e n l d t o Moody and t h a t when a p p r o a c h i n g 
L o v e l e s s , 1.7 m i l e s from D a v i s , he i n q u i r e d o f Conduc to r 
F o r e , who was r i d i n g on the o p p o s i t e s i d e o f the c a b i n 
which i s b u i l t near the c e n t e r o f t h e l i n e c a r , as t o 
f i r s t t r a i n they wou ld have t o meet and he s a i d Conductor 
F o r e r e p l i e d t h a t i t wou ld be t r a i n Mo- 9 5 , wh ich i s due 
a t D a v i s a t 1.49 p . m . Motorman L m d s e y s a i d he d i d n o t 
sound t h e w h i s t l e when a p p r o a c h i n g D a v i s , m o v i n g a t a 
speed o f 25 m i l e s an h o u r , and t h a t h i s f i r s t knowledge 
o f a n y t h i n g wrong was when one o f the two l i n e m e n who 
w e r e s i t t i n g on some r e e l s l o a d e d on the f r o n t end o f t h e 
c a r , c a l l e d a w a r n i n g and jumped. Motorman L m d s e y then 
saw t r a m N o . 7 about 600 f e e t d i s t a n t and p l a c e d t h e 
b r a k e v a l v e m s e r v i c e p o s i t i o n , and when t h i s a p p l i c a ­
t i o n d i d n o t h o l d he p l a c e d the b r a k e v a l v e m t h e emer­
g e n c y p o s i t i o n ; he thought he a l s o r e v e r s e d t h e power but 
was n o t c e r t a i n on t h i s p o i n t . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t t h e 
r e a s o n he d i d no t s ee t r a m N o - 7 any sooner was because 
t h e l i n e m e n s i t t i n g on t h e r e e l s cu t o f f h i s v i e w o f the 



- 3 -

t r a c k ahead. Motorman Lindsey f u r t h e r s t a t e d that there 
had been no conversa t ion concerning t r a i n No» 7 between 
he and Conductor Fore at any time and acknowledged that 
both of them over looked thai: t r a i n . 

Conductor Fore s a i d he rode on the f ront end 
of the c a r wi th the l inemen, i n f r o n t of the motorman, 
u n t i l in thp v i c i n i t y of Cavender, which i s 7 m i l e s from 
D a v i e , a t which p r ^ t he went back into the c a b i n and 
t a l k e d w i t h Motorran L i n d s e y , rhen near C l a r k , 3.5 m i l e s 
from D a v i s , Conductor Fore looked a t h i s t i m e t a b l e , w h i l e 
Motorman Lrndsey remarked that t r a i n No- 95 was the next 
t r a m they would meet, and a f t e r los-k-mg at h i s t ime-table 
Conductor Fore r e p l i e d in the a f f i r m a t i v e and s a i d they 
would e a s i l y be a b l e to reach Moody for that t r a m . 
As the t r a i n was approaching Davis one of the linemen on 
the front end of the c a r suddenly jumped and ConlucEtor 
Fore then saw t r a i n N o . 7 approach ing and c a l l e d to the 
Motorman to apply the a i r brakes in emergency. He 
thought the motorman saw the approaching t r a i n at about 
the same time and that the brakes were a p p l i e d j u s t b e f o r e 
the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d , a t which time the t r a m was moving 
at a speed he est imated to have been about 25 m i l e s an 
h o u r . Conductor Fore f u r t h e r s t a t e d that the motorman 
c o u l d not have eeen the approaching t r a i n any e a r l i e r on 
account of the linemen s i t t i n g on the f ront end of the car 
but that he h imse l f cou ld have seen t r a i n No . 7 had he been 
l o o k i n g ahead, in view of the f a c t that he was r i d i n g on 
the o p p o s i t e s i d e o f the motorman 1 s compartment and had 
a b e t t e r v iew of the t r a c k ahead. He a l s o s a i d that there 
had been no conversa t ion at any t ime concerning t r a m N o . 
7 and that he had e n t i r e l y over looked that t r a m . 

Line Foreman Rek and Lineman Larimore were 
the men r i d i n g on the forward end of the car i n f r o n t of 
the motorman. Line Foreman Rek s a i d they were s tanding 
d i r e c t l y i n back of the r e e l s which were loaded on tha t 
end of the c a r , that they knew noth ing about the o r d e r s 
r e c e i v e d by the t r a i n crew and that the l i n e c a r was a p ­
p r o a c h i n g Davis a t a speed o f about 30 mi l e s an hour when 
he saw t r a i n N o . 7 rounding the curve a p p a r e n t l y about 
10 p o l e l engths d i s t a n t , a t which time he c a l l e d a warning 
and jumped. He d id not know whether or not the speed of 
the l ine c a r was reduced p r i o r to the occurrence of the 
a o c i d e n t . 

Groundman L e w i s , who was r i d i n g i n the r e a r 
of the o a b i n on the l i n e c a r , s a i d the speed was about 30 
or 35 m i l e s an hour when approaching Davis and that h i s 
f i r s t knowledge of danger was when he Paw the motorman 
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s t a r t t o run t o w a r d t h e r e a r o f the c a b i n , t h e c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r i n g i m m p u i a t o l y a f t e r w a r d s . Groindman L e w i s had 
noc hear:! any w h i s t l e s i g n a l sounded nor cLia he n o t i c e 
any r e d u c t i o n m speed p r i o r t o tne o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t . 

The s e r v i c e r e c o r d e r w i t h which t h e l i n e car 
was e q u i p p e d shows a t what t ime power i s used and f o r how 
l o n g a p e r i o d . T h i s r e c o r d e r showed t h a t p o v e r had been 
u s e d c o n t i n u o u s l y from about 13 .41 p . m . t o about 1-04 or 1 . 
p » i i . , t h e s e t i n e s r e p r e s e n t i n g tne t i m e a t wji ich t n e l i n e 
c a r l e f t p e r l d and the tune a t m i c h the a^c^dent o c c u r r e d , 
and m d i c i an e r a g o speed f o r t h e d i s t i r . e e o f about 
10 m i l e s b e t w e e n B e n l d and the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t o f be tween 
43 and 46 m i l e s an h o a r . 

No stci + e*nents w e r e o b t a i n e d from the c rew o f 
t r a m N o , 7, the .ao:w-nan b e i n g k i l l e d and t h e conduc to r 
so s e v e r e l y i n j u r e d as t o b e unab le t o make a s t a t e m e n t . 

As p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d , t h e a u t o m a t i c b l o c k -
s i g n a l sys tem was not i n w o r k i n g o r d e r on t h e day t h e 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . I t a p p e a r e d t h a t on Decenber I S , 1924, 
t h e company had e x p e r i e n c e d a s e v e r e s l e e t s t o r m , r e s u l t ­
i n g m b r e a k i n g down about 1,300 m i l e s o f t e l e p h o n e w i r e , 
w m l e t i i e r e w e r e 67 b r e a k s i n the t r o l l e y w i r e and 50 
i n s t a n c e s o f t r o u b l e w i t h t h e h i g h - t e n s i o n t r a n s m i s s i o n 
l i n e s . I t a l s o a p p e a r e d t h a t out o i 143 m i l e s o f au toma t i c 
b l o c k - s i g n a l s 121 m i l e s w e r e d i s a o l e d , v . h i l e a l l o f t h e 
a u t o m a t i c h ighway c r o s s i n g s i g n a l s , such as w i g w a g s , f l a s h ­
i n g l i g h t s , e t c . , w e r e a l s o out o f s e r v i c e . E x t r a men w e r e 
employed and a t t h e t m s o f t h i s a c c i d e n t , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
o t h e r r e p a i r work c o m p l e t e d , a l l o f the b l o c k s i g n a l s had 
been r e s t o r e d to s e r v i c e w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f t nose w i t h ­
i n t h e d i s t a n c e o f 1 2 . 1 n - i l e s be tween G i l l e s p i e and C a r l i n -
v i l l e , w i t h i n which t e r r i t o r y t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by t h e f a i l u r e o f 
Motorman L m d s e y and Conduc tor F o r e , o f work e x t r a 1513, 
t o keep t h e i r t r a i n c l e a r o f t h e n a m t r a c k on t h e t ime 
o f t r a m N o . 7, due t o the f a c t t h a t b o t h o f t h e n o v e r * 
l o o k e d tha t t r a m . 

Both t h e s e employees a d m i t t e d o v e r l o o k i n g 
t r a m N o . 7 and o f f e r e d no e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e . 
I t a p p e a r s , h o w e v e r , t h a t t r a m N o . 7 i s due a t Dav i s a t 
1 2 . 4 4 p . m . When Conduc tor F o r e l o o k e d a t h : s t i m e - t a b l e 
i t was about 1 p . ™ . 3 n d "both o f thorn a p p a r e n t l y f o r g o t t h a t 
t r a m N o . 7 had no t p a s s e d and l o o k e d a t the t ime o f the 
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n e x t t r a i n a f t e r l . p . n w , which was t r a i n No- 9 5 , due a t 
D a v i s a t 1.49 p . m . 

Had the b l o c k s i g n a l system w i t h which t h i s 
p o r t i o n o f t h e l i n e i s e q u i p p e d been m s e r v i c e t h i s 
a c c i d e n t p r o b a b l y wou ld n o t have o c c u r r e d , an a d e q u a t e 
a u t o m a t i c t r a i n s top o r t r a i n c o n t r o l d e v i c e w o u l d h a v e 
p r e v e n t e d i t . 

The members o f t h e c r e w o f t r a m N o . 7 had 
had c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p e r i e n c e . Motorman L i n d s e y , o f work 
e x t r a 1513, was employed as a brakeman i n Sep tember , 1933, 
and q u a l i f i e d as a motorman m Janua ry s 1925 . Conductor 
F o r e was employed as a brakeman i n 1922 and q u a l i f i e d as 
a p a s s e n g e r conduc to r m January , 1924, and a s a f r e i g h t 
c o n d u c t o r i n J u l y , 1924. The crew o f t r a m N o . 7 had been 
on du ty about 3 hours and the crew o f work e x t r a 1513 about 
7 h o u r s , p r e v i o u s t o which t h e y had been o f f du ty p e r i o d s 
v a r y i n g from 11 t o 16 h o u r s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

I . P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r 


