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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION CF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD NEAR TOOSUNG, 111., ON 
JANUARY 33, 1930. 

March 13, 1930 

To the Commission: 
On January 33, 1930, there was a head-end col­

lision between a passenger tram and a freight tram 
on the Illinois Central Railroad near Woosung, 111., 
resulting m the death of 1 employee, and the injury 
of 13 passengers, 3 mail clerks, and 4 employees. 
This accident was investigated in conjunction with a 
representative of the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

Location and method of operation 
This acax^eut occurred cn the Amboy District 

of the Wisconsin Division, extending between Freeport 
and Clinton, 111., a distance of 161.8 miles, m the 
vicinity of the point of accident this is a single-track 
line over 1 hich trams are operated bv time-taole and 
tram orders, no block-signal system being m use. 
Tne accident occurred ax a point approximately 780 feet 
south of the south switch of the passing track at 
Woosung; tre passing track is 4,604 feet in length 
and parallels the m a m track on the west. Approaching 
the point of accident f T o m the south the track is 
tangent for more tnan 3 miles, followed oy a 1° curve 
to the ngnt 3,250 feet m length, the accident occur­
ring on tms curve at a point approximately 2,310 feet 
from its southern en;, approaching from the north the 
track is tangent for more than 1 mile, followed by the 
curve on which the accident occurred. The grade for 
northbound trams art the point of accident is 0.3 per 
cent ascending. 

A view of the point of collision could be had 
from the engine cabs of tne opposing trains, across the 
inside of the curve, for a distance of about 3/4 mile. 
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The vreather was clear at the tnrre of the 

accident, which occurred st a tine variouslv estimated 
to have been between 7.53 and 7.53 a.m. 

Description 
Southbound passenger tram No. 129 consisted of 

one mail and baggage car, one baggaee and express car 
arid one coacn, m the order named, a] 1 of steel con­
struction, hauled by engine 1043, and was in charge of 
Conductor CUTran and Engineman Edwards. While passing 
East Junction, 27.5 miles north of Woosung, at 7.05 
a.m., according to the tram sheet, two minutes late, 
a copy of tram order No. 20, Form 19, was received, 
reading as follows: 

"No 139 Eng 1045 Wait at Woosung until 
7.55 am for First 178 Eng 2901". 

Tram No. 129 left Polo, the last open office, 6.1 
miles north of Woosung, at 7.45 a.m., seven minutes 
late, arid on arrival at Woosung a stop was made m 
order to take aboard one passenger, the depot being 
located near m e north switch of the passing track. 
Train No. 129 departed fxc^ the depot at about 7.56 
a.m. , accordm-"1 to Conductor Cur ran, nine minutes late, 
passed tne south switch, and collided with tram first 
No. 178 vhile traveling at a speed estimated to have 
been about 30 miles per nour. 

Northbound fre^ -ht tram first No. 178, at the 
time of the accident, consisted of 39 cars and a 
caboose, hauled by engine 2901, and was in charge of 
Conauctor Donnelly and Engmerian Derwent. At Amboy, 
19.1 miles south of Woosung, a cony of tram order 
No. 30, Form 19, previously quoted, wes received. 
Tram first No. 178 left Airbov at 6.15 a.m., according 
to the tram sheet, left Dixon, the last open office, 
7.4 miles south of Woosung, at 7.24 a.m., according 
to the train sheet, and was approaching Woosang when 
it collided with tram No. 129 while traveling at a 
speed estimated to have been between 6 and 8 miles 
per hour. 

Botn engines were locked togetner and con­
siderably damaged, but remained upright; the tender of 
engine 104? and the ^l^st car in the passenger tram 
were derailed, the car coming to rest in line with and 
on the roadbed, leanin5 to the east. The fourtn car 
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in the freight trait* o&sse to rest on top of the gon­
dola car ahead of it. The employee killed was the 
engmeman of tram ITo. 129, while the employees in­
jured were the conductor, baggagemen, and flagman of 
that tram, and a signal mamtainer riding thereon. 

Summary of eviaence 
Fireman Bring, of tram No, 1S9, stated that he 

was thoroughly familiar vith the contents of tram 
order ITo. 20. At a point about lp- miles north of 
Woosung they were flagged on account of a bad joint 
and the tram was Drought to a full stop, the train 
then proceeded over the bad spot at a sneed of about 
10 miles per hour, and the fireman said that on learning 
that point he looked at his watch and it was then 7.52 
a.m. A stop was mane at +he passexiger platform at 
Woosung, long enough to take aboard one passenger and 
the mail, Conductor Curran gave a proceed signal, and 
the tram departed. Fireman Ev/mg put in a fire, 
then got up and opened the side window, estimating 
the speed of his tram to have been about 30 miles 
per hour on passing the south switch. When the engine 
was past the switch, Fireman sj^ng saw tram first 
No. 178 across the inside of the curve, about 1,000 
feet distant, shouted a warning of danger and 'Engmeman 
Edwards applied the air brakes m emergency, tne 
fireman jumping immediately before the collision oecurrec 
Fireman Evmg stated that when his tram came to a 
stop as a result of the collision, he was at tne north 
end of the first car, he got up as quickly as possible 
after falling, and on looking at his watch it was 
7.57.40 a.m. He did not think that he could nave seen 
the opposing freight tram any sooner, because of the 
fact that his side window had been closed, it being 
very cold, several degrees below zero, and there being 
a little steam ana smoke coming fro^ his own engine, 
which seemed to lift after getting o^er the switcn. 

Conductor Curran, of train No. 129, stated that 
he compared his watch at the dispatcher's office at 
6.40 a.m. the morning of the accident, and that at 
6.52 a.m. ho compared time witn Engmeman Edwards, 
there being only three seconds difference between 
his own watch ana the engmeman 1 s. Conductor Curran 
also stated tnat it '"as 7.52 a.m. when his tram passed 
over the point north of Woosung where a rail was 
broken at a joint. The tram next stopped at Woosung, 
and when it vas ready to depart, Conductor Curran re­
marked to Flagman Rowand that their time was up and 
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that tram first Fo. 178 did not make it, his "vtch 
then reading 7.55.50, ana at tnis time he gave a proceed 
signal and the tram departed. Conauctor Curran r as 
collecting the fare from the passenger who "just "boarded 
the tram when he felt the air brakes apply, about the 
time the tram was "omg over the south switch, at which 
time tre speed was about 45 miles per hour. Conductor 
Curran placed the time of the collision as about 7.58 
a.m. and sand that ne did not give train first No. 
178 a thought after departing from the platform at 
Woosung. He also stated that as a rule the same order 
is issued everv dav. Statements of Flagman Rowand 
developed nothm r additional of importance. 

Engineman Derveni, of tram first Fo. 178, stated 
that it was 7.53 a.m. vhen lie approached the mile 
board at Woosung, that he saw trein Fo. 139 when nis 
own tram was about one-half mile south of the south 
switch, moving a-1 a speed of about 30 miles per hour, 
and ne made an air-brake application in preparation for 
the stop m order to head m at the south switch. He 
matched tram Fo. ] 39 as it also accroached the switch 
from the opposite direction ana at first rhere ves no 
question m nis own mmd but wnat that train would be 
brought to a, stop on the menu track, clear of the 
switcn. On definitely real izmr tnat it was not going 
to stop, nowever, Engineman Derwent applied the air 
brakes m emergency, sounded tne whistle, and jumped 
Then the engines «rere e oout six or eipht car-lengths 
apart. Engmeman Dervent further stated that before 
aepartinn; from Clinton, 133.4 miles south of Woosung, 
he had compared his watch wit a the clock at the round­
house and there was no difference in time of any conse­
quence, that he was thoroufhl^ familiar int.: the con­
tents of m a m order Fo. 20 and that as nis tram left 
Dixon at 7.20 a.m., he figured he had 35 minutes m 
which to go to Woosung for tram No. 129, not allowing 
for clearing the superior tram by five minutes. On 
leaving Dixon nis tram mace a run for the hill, but 
the water m engine reused and starred to foam, making 
it necessary to ease off on the throttle. Conductor 
Donnelly was riding on tie engine, as ^as also Head 
Brakeman Donovan and Fireman Haley; Engmeman Dervent 
remarked to the conductor that on account of tne water 
foaming, it ^ap gomr to make their tin_e verv s.-ort and 
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unless the ^ater stopped foaming it --ould he noces~ 
sary to make a hack-up movement to Dixon. The engine 
stopped foaming, however, and whon around the cuive 
nortn of North Dixon, which station is located 1 .5 
miles north of Dixon, Engmeman Der,'Tent remarked to 
Conductor Donnelly met they hud plenty of time to 
take the tram up the mil the "ay the engine 1 T £ S then 
handling, but if it developed that the time was too 
short, they coula cut off the engine end take a flag to 
Woosung. After about half of the tram was over the 
hill, with the engine south o^ Lowell Park Road cross­
ing, T-rhich is about 10 ,000 feet souch of the south itch 
at Woosung, tbe cngmerran remarked thet they nad seven 
minutes loft before tiam No. 139 -"as due to leave the 
south switch under the requirements of the -'pit order, 
and that by using all of that tire they could just 
make the switch, pt tnis time everybody on tho engine 
compared vptcflcs. According to the rules, his o\ n 
train only had two minutes but the engmeman seio thet 
he used all of tne time shorn in the ^ait order, es 
had been done time and tino a gem, it being his under­
standing that i,rait orders T-ers issued irith tna inten­
tion of navmg the inferior tram use all of the tme 
shorn, and that the soperior tram mould be looking 
out for the inferior tram, as to time-table scneaules, 
however, he ^ould not thmk of usmg all of the time 
shown, it being n e c e s s a r y to clnar the time of each 
trains five minutes. Engmeman DeriTent sand that it 
ras a. ease of letting his ?„nxiety to get over tne 
road outweigh his better judgment, and that he did 
not figure he -̂ as taking anv chance ^atevcr, nor did 
he believe it possible that t~"0 trams could heve 
gotten together under sach conditions m broad day­
light. 

The statements of Conductor Donnell^, Fireman 
Haley, and Head Brakeman Donovan, all of -mom were 
riding on tho engine of tr?in first No. 178 generally 
corroborated the statements of the engmeman anc 
developed nothing additional of imoortance. Flagman 
MeLarnon was riding m tne caboose; n^ started that 
1,Then approaching Woosung he '"as very concerned about 
the short time. He was m the cupola and sa'" nis own 
engine as it -vps approaching a "Thistl e post, located 
about 10 ,450 feet south of the soutn switch, and he 
estimated ths speed of tne tram as about 35 or 30 
miles per hoar, et that time, it was then 7 . 5 3 . 4 C a.m. 
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Conclusions 
This Occident was c a a s e e bw tram first No. 

176 being operated against an oooosmg superior 
tram on snort tine, for whicn Conductor Dornelly 
end Engmeman Derwent are responsible. 

Unaer the rules, an m^erio^ train met keep 
out of the n ay of opposing sunenor trams, and fail­
ing to clear tne m a m crack bv tne time required by 
rule, must be protected a s prescribed by rule 99 ; 
also, at meeting points between trams of different 
classes, tne inferior tram must take siding ana clear 
the superior t p m not less tnan five minutes. The 
proviaions o f there rules were not complied with. A 
discrepance exists in the statements of tne employees 
involved a s to the exact time at vhicn tnis accident 
occurred. It is clearly established, however, that the 
conductor and engmeman of tram first No. 178 took 
a chance and endeavored to make IVoosung before tr e 
departure of tram No. 139 from that pomt, when they 
cid not have sufficient tine to reach that point and 
clear as recuired by rule. Conductor, Connelly, who 
^sa riding on the engme, compared ^etches T ltn Engine-
man Derwent v hen m tne m-edmte vicmity of Loi ell 
Park Road crossing, located about 1 0 , 0 0 C feet souta 
o f tne south switch, and accordirg to their statements 
it was 7 .43 a.m. and there still remained seven minutes 
before the expiret:on of the time shown m the wait 
order; on the other nana, Flagman McLarnon, who vss 
ridixig m the caboose cupola, looking ahead, sam it 
^as nearlv 7 .53 a.m., whicn estimate would -~>ean t nat 
the accident occurred abo^t the time fixed by the 
conductor of the passenger tram, wnich was 7.58 a.m. 
I n either e^ent, however, the statements of Conoretor 
Donnelly and Engmeman Derwcnt nake it clear tnat tne 
best thev expected to do ^as to reach the switch by 
7 . 5 5 a_m. , a emending on the craw of the superio-1 tram 
to see them comLrg and wa.i+" m t ne clear, instead 
of bringm" their own tram to a stop and sending a 
flag ahead, regardless of the slignt delay that would 
have been occasioned by such ac:ion. The danger of 
running en snort time has oeen pointed out m previous 
acciaent investigation reports; the rules -ere sufficient 
for the purpose, and thev should have been obeved. 
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While the endence indicates that tram So. 139 

did not pass the soutn switch until after the ex­
piration of the time shown, m tne wait order, never­
theless, in the interest of safety and according to 
the dictates of good judgment, the fireman of tram 
No. 139 at least could have lookea across the inside of 
the curve m e n leaving Woosun™, especially Then a view 
of an approa.cb.ing tram could have been had for a. long 
distance; such action on his part might have been the 
means of presenting tne accident. 

Conductor Donne"! Iv entered the service as brake-
man on Senxe^ber 4, 19Q<1 , and was promoted to con­
auctor on Jaly 23, 1909, Encaneman Derwent entered the 
service as fireman on February 2, 1909, and was pro-
noted tc engineman on November 5, 1913. Engmeman 
Edvards entered tne service as fireman on August 1, 
1862, and was promoted to engmeman on August 8j 1887; 
Fire lan Hmnirg entered the service as fireman on October 
19, 1913, and >vas promoted to engineman on October 30, 
1919, At the trie of the accident tne crew of tram 
first No. 178 haa been on duty about 1? hours, while the 
crew of train No. 129 had been on duty less than 2 hours, 
prior to which aoth crews had been off dutv 12 nours 
or more. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W.P. BORLAND, 

Direc tor. 
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