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IN RE IRVESTICATION OF AN mm mmﬂ DOOURE

TLLINOLS CRTRAL RAILROAD
o DECRBER 16,

On Dacssber 16, 17480, there win . penr-sad collision
batwean two 13 0% onginer on sho Dldnoia Condra) Rallzoad
naar Villo Ridge, Ild., zosulting in the death of 1 employas
and dnjury °F 6 emplovecs. Af%er investigasion the Shief of
the Burean of Tafety meports aa followsl

The Combendin Diostriet of the Bh. Londes Mvialon,
on whioh this s0fident coourred is » double-tFaok line Q%
fapding hotween Cendzalion and Hoands, Ill., s distanes of
105,04 miles ovor whivh Szoin sovemanbds ¥s poverned by 4ims
Rable, tealn ordero ol ay wbosatlo blook signal systom.

Tids seoidant o0curfed ahout Bhrens—mapbars of o
rile soush of Vills RiGgo, the fizst ststion north of Mounds,
ahi J3eB wiles distont thevefrom. Appyunohing the point of
aogldent from the north and beylaning a8 oile posk 383, Just
aerth of Tila Ridyo atadlon, there ia o ledepmes guzve 0
tha right about 1700 faat long Lfollowad by » t.aypent about
870 fadk long $o o Se-degrse 30 nimtts owrve tu the lef¥) the
goiliclion coturrsd on thisz curve abmut 11EG feot fron ite
Borth endd, Appyosshin: the poin% of avoldont fxon the soulh

tuere 43 o I-dRgiee Od-ainubo ourve $o the Lgft 20 fLest long,

followad by » tangent 770 feed long, leiding %o the F-degres
So-pinnte ourvs abiove mentionad, 00 fest Irom 1o acubh and
of whieh the acollent

By



Byarting at HAls Poot 353 north of Vilds Ridge ami
mosacddng soubh, the grade vazrlas f2om 0% S0 G788 nsoond-
fny Por n dMatunse of wppeexinabaly o aile to the ausdy of
the ridge; after passlng he musdtd of the ridae the grais i
sont Lipoualy dessandling te %ha noxth arossover of Hounda Yasd,
Rolper sn dne serviie ia rsinbnined for tho purpoos of asalde
ing vorthbeunl t2ndns out of Mounds $o Viile Wdse, the (ragiloe
bein: for helpor engines $o ous off o4 Vilis Ridps, orosn uwar
and poturn e Hounds on $he southbound $mok.

The sagines involved in thie aouident wowe No. 1738
ond WHeo 9368 Ho. 1756 wan & ¥osl enpine haaling droln Bo. 71,

s southbound ties f2olshe frow Gembtrails $o Houmdla, Wo. S8
wag 4 sl engine in soFvlos sa A Bolper o pacher out of Hewwls,

Tzain Ho, 71, oonalating of encing 1708, 54 loadel ond
17 empAy oarn oBt A faboons, lofe Cantralls, ot 4 pem,, in ohnzge
ef Ooniudtor Relster sand Englnesan Jopos. On ascoamt of o
breksn ¥oil this beain ww flogged neor Palaskd, 4 wilor nersh
of Villa Ridga. Pudling over the broksn godl alowly ravevanded
the usmind ruan for the hill; the szodn sAaliod nasy Vilis Ridge,
amd 4% Dueones negersazy to doublae  The 2irat 40 gaxa ware
oub of 7 mdl Yoken inte Hownds, the Feay end of tho t¥adn belng
lef% on the southbound pain 3rsok wikh $he heswl ¢ 6 ox
sar lenagtha north of the avoswever loosted on he endn Wraok
sath of Vills Ridpe astation. This 02ossover is Sho ORS PO{M-
Laxly uwaed by She oreowa on helper sagines %o ovomapwey to the
avubhbowurt medn ad return S0 Hounds alter helping nordhbowmt
terdne up the Khill Yo Tille Ridye.
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Afger sngine 1798 huni dlspessd of whe henl and of
188 Sradn, 1% huaeked cut on %6 the soukhbound sein trnek ol
shnrbed norih $o return for the renrp ond of Lbs tisdin sad od
130G astie, Wille rawving baekwards acainet she ourrent of Spafe
filo «6 & apsed setinmtad by the arew af 8 o 10 milee an houd,
i onlllded wish oncine Mo. §)8.

Fging Bo, W10, in ghoxge of Contiotor Baldwin and
Boginaws: Aead, Ja2% ¥ouwwis Tard at 10,940 aeite, with instmuse
wions ws Lollowst

Asulot Fatra 1781 to VAlla R4 sad vaturn
€0 Mostndy fox anothn? LooRage TEALiNe

Eagine Ko. G386, ~Peer shoving extes 1781 3o Tilla RRdge oe
Inabrusthad, okad Shoeo i e orednores o Poturn o Hound

of s seuthbewgul saln $To0k, Al 84 110 Gaite, thdle Dasklng
ab o npd Bab ool $u rows badan S5 or € miloes s bour osdliided
wits anging No. 3708, The weathor ab the thee ane olesy and
mbid, and A% wos Lpdoht woomlliodit.

Thue encAnoean ob Ho. 930 wns 2fdlad,  Both englues
zosained o tne rodlae Tho tender o7 sagine LG was driven
ings the eul which m.a of wodsn eonstnwebion, anl the osb
#i $0%aLLy dgmolidied. I%a tondar ond frmce wope pesgbtionily
destzoyad; the Svuokn were lwokem looas from the tonder -nd
Arivesn uy wikler ne onb., The Somder of engine 1758 waa driven
Lato she aaly, «hioh, helng of sissl oomabpuction, Wi net bally
dosagedts  The: Sonder and frame rerze hent to ome dgtant e

Wiy B engine 00w weiar Yhe ash. Ths Lovgs of 4ha eollialon
drove sngine 416 we grads fox o Jlatamoo of 300 fovk. Tule



Zaoh syt the fr0% thas the donege e prinaipcily suesatned
MY Ghdka anglne seens soneluakye evilencs shat sho »ia of
pand of angdne 1704 e meoh groster $han the sasimsta gilvon.
Combaator Redstor on $23in No. 71, engine 1786, ntafed
bat oham LAa bRaAn was Diagoad by troek nan st sowth of
Puliiakd, the firsd saticon north of Tillas Ridps, the algnad
W %034 Lis Lbhere wis & broken Bedl, el sugueuted that 1%
maila be ol riont for the Bpadn %o pulld sloly owar L% Ho.
71 434 so wn ekalliasd nasz Tilla Ridge.
aboked $hat Ls oub ol foxby auan and 0ok thon to Hounds,
lovwling the rasr of bis aln osboaling nordh o $he agRastver,
the nead gar of Lhe rosx rtion beldns sheut 55 or 30 ony
Mngdhe noeth of $ha Qressover and thaze belinp av light en
s nead and of ths rear portion. Faging 17950 wes retumnling

#n Bhe s BPaok, Bhe southbewnd wadn, lox tbhe resy end of
shat $2aln <henm A% o0llided w48k pudher englne 916, "
Zelawaw shokal an 4id not know that a nerthbhount $Taln wma
batay poohoe oud of Baosdis widls ho man ukbing neay the head
and &f hig trxade, R e 434 know A% wna Swemansly dens aad

in gnaws of thig 2anl, 4% la the pragtloe for the pasbar 0

Wl Bhe asoadbhbound $2a0% 4 peburn Bo Hounds. He stngad Shab

ba vooh no pEseamiions Lo protoat ¥his owosaewar at Willa Rldge
thron b wade: %bs helper retuens on bhe soulhboun? tenak. Be
sadd hat v kol mede this dable ab varlous Sines and el never
Faudad the groassover alth 4 oox nor left & Dlagmen S0 protect
36, e aabl Bhot wbdke Daoking up frzos Mounsls $owadd She waas
of the Brals, he wad nod Fiiing vhars he oould ese the Enak,
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but sotimstad the speed of Yha angine ub about aight o ten
Blles an hour. Ha sald thexe waz a rad 1ight on the benday
of angina 1758 and She desk Lih% in £ eul #:¢ DMYRing.

Toginenan Jones on No.o 71, saging 1790, atsbed thsd
hin wraln =a8 flagped DY $2aokesen south of Puloakl and later
it stalled on Vills Ridge Rill. The trala was ous im twe and
the hose and faken %e Houndn Yazd ond put omsy. A& pred 1138
wna plasad on ushe wasr of the tender, the Lisht in the onb
wan burnin, Al e enagine woa baoking meethsaad on $he soulb-
bound @ain §¥a0k %0 oot the oo of 1t: srain «hon 1% collldad
with puabiar 98. The mpinswan ¢batad thnk he lnew that no
fiagmse brdd beem 1ef% at tha oressovsr sl no ooy wors lefft
foulling 1%, Ho ssldd thas $hs gpoed of his encine wan hetwesn
X and ton miles an hour ot the stims of tho gollialen, and
shetod that w oaw Lo northibpuwnd treln with éngine DI8 as
& pushar leaving Hownis an he ess deingins in She hewl and
2L his trnin.

Houl Bruksman Blair on Ho. 71 stated that aftor his
tRodn stalied st Villa Ridpe ha rpede the hest end inte Mounds
in opder ¢o ihrow the awisohos. The head end wne pud away sad
engine ATHE was rotwening i ht for o rest of she traln
waen the eollision socourred. This engine waz haoking nortle
ward on the acuthbound wadn greok.,. Tha deok 1i7h% in the
and wna BuEning and thors was a Zed 1iohs on the resr and,

Tha brehensh stuted thak he had donbled tho hilli sevezal
binge and never laft any oars to foul the arosscover., He

shakel that Just bafore %hw oellision cocourred he wss looking
back, bub saw aoshing of she appPoadhing SACAnG.
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GCondugtor Baldwin on encine D18 otabed that his
anging h.ul showed extres L7861 iato Villa Ridge, &nd had ine
shirudblons t puturm Go Hounsds for another train. Hs aealdd
theatt uf i crostovnr he notioed partioiayiy %o aee 1f any-
Shin wan ooming wp She soudhbound waln, bus S4d net denk
northenged, EBebra P50 wes bein: denbled inbo Hounda, bub
he gonld oot ball hare $hay hat 1ot the zrouwr of thelr txain,
T4 wen $oo fay for bim 4o mae anl eveorythin: lecksd clonw, He
shadad ¥h'ed hls haadilghd on the roay of the tonder #54 Dutnlag.
Afkaxy tho orgsnovsy wis 1ined ui ! $he ancine abarted beek
the comiustor wis on tiw firesnn®s side a%anting in the dack
witi: hie hund on the ®eoverse lewar, The onglne wss basking
sh a apecd of shout slx wilea an hond,  The flwavan sald thad
e hoes algnal soe olear, bub A4 not pantion dha gsubicon
alpaals He anbl st he took tha fireman’s aoxd aboud the
glgnal mad 234 met himeel? leek, They lnaw nothing of the
spproaeh of englas 17% unkil she two ongines collided,

Firopan Bour on wanging #i0G stated the hesiligh¥sz on
the front and Fesr onds of his eapins were burning and An
good order, He asdd thet he dld nod sse any outhbound tralne
pabwean Houads snd P11~ Ridge, that «hen ha eut off ab Villa
Ridge he lookad nowsh ol 20uld gpe nothing coning south and
pothing of ths vresr ont of Ho, The The lomex arn of the alped
showgd yellow, ot ha J41 go% wmenbion Shies faot, He saw »9
algn of sn opposing onzine bascking Upe

T™his sooident wan oouesd by ongine 1708 of train ¥No.
T Belng operatsd aoninet the surrent of Seaffio withoul Alie
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Shordby snd sithout pretsotion, in violation of the Mlesn,
for wiion Qendwster Xalstar and Baginowan Jonou 2086 Pao-
ponnidble.
Bolas 103, 106 :and D=18) wraad an followst
106, Both senetors anl engingcoan ~re reaponasible
for shy sulefy of thelr wrains, and, wnder gon-
4dtdon » not providasd Lox by tho pulos, mash $ake
ey rrednmtion oz thelr izoteokioh.

e In adl geies of Jdoubs o wmerbainty the pale
ouiran mst ba Sakan sadl o Piska Mun.

D=151, Teslos saaok keop 80 the right, unisss othar-
wisa saoviiad,

D=355, When o t2aln orosses cwer to, or ohatrasts

e othar deaek, walons otharwies provided 16 musd

finnt e Lra ol aa prosaribed by Ruls 62 in bedh
dizegtions on thah trasi.

sinoe $he conduetor nd ae
ghneman on A780 A% not Sahe svery preomudlon fo protead

Thazs pulee vere ool oboprys:d

taoly sngins, thay 134 run o ziak, did not kaesp bo the 2igh%,
and when rebudhing nopthward on the southbhound t2nok 444 ot
nawe Plagoine protevtian, Had ther txlon the rancesmtion of
fouldn, s aposnownr with gars & 1laft o flagman at the 6Xosh-
over Yo rRovent sny other t¥adn {zen gebting batwsan thelr
sngine and roay and of thesr fraln, the wocidont would no¥
newe hippansd, D) Rule D=131 bown ohserved, thet is, had
angine 1758 roturnad fox itz ¥ear end Ly wwy of the northbound
490k ant Pun with the ourpent of trafllc, Bhis esliislon
gondd Lahe Doen avoldeds

From thw miageront of Flrensn Bour of anging €26
Lins tha lower arn of the signal soush of Tills Mldgs wna

in whe sanblon position, At spiosrs that engine 17050 had not

el
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&% Shat tine erdared the souibesn el of the biook; this

adwe oy pEErs $0 be Quite probable, s ke sollislon cdourred

about wmid=ay of tha Plook. HEad Plremon Bour aslled atismtion

Bo Bha osution wlawal instend of rorely endling the %ep asn

gleax, o hebsor lockoud might have heton sdinkoined and the

impamding dangor ddecovared,

Al o8 the employses invelwwl in this asoldent wexe
axpesienoed ran, Tho S@dn orew om Ho. 71, ongine 1755, had
been on Ausy 8 hours ot 10 sminuses after balny off duky for
A6 noan ol 40 mimetesy ha snoine ovew nhad bedn on duby the
ste laugzth of time aftar 14 bhowrs ol 30 nimabes of 7 Auly.
The arer on eng dns 516 had boon on duty 1 howr and 3 mimgtea,
the enginsrna hoviag bad 18 houre and 4 singges, the fizemon
58 houre et 50 wimibes and $he gonduoRer 13 houra sad A8
wimitons of © duty (Fior te begiming this poxiod of servicd,

AsHa00



