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REPORT OF YI& DIRECTOR OF TILi BUREAU OF SAFETY IX RE 
IIT/ESTTOATICIT OF A21 ACCIIGILT WHICH OCCTJRIED OK 
THE ILLINOIS CZ~ TPAL RAILROAD AT TANGIPAHOA, 
LA., OK I1AT 18, 1930. 

Jane 17, 1930. 
To tne Cornea so 10ri: 

On Hay 1 0 , 1930, there was a derailment of a passen­
ger train as a result of striking an automobile at a 
grade crossing on the Illinois Central Railroad at Tangi­
pahoa, La., resulting m the death of tne driver of the 
automobile and two employees, and the injury of four pas­
sengers . 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on the IlcComb District of the 

Louisiana Division, which extends between Lie Comb, Miss,, 
and Orlems Junction, La,, a distance of 93.9 miles, and 
is a double-track line over wlm ch trains are operated by 
time-table, tram orders, and an automatic block-signal 
system. The accident occurred at Robb Street crossing, 
wh_ch crosses the tracks at right angles at a point 792 
feet south of the station. Approaching the point of ac­
cident from the north the track" is tangent for more than 
3 miles, this tangent extending for some distance beyond 
the crossing, The grade is practically level. U. S, 
Highway Vo. 51 parallels the tracks on tne west and is 85 
feet from, the eouthbound m a m track at the point where 
the highway is intersected by Robb Street. There is a 
gradual ascent on Robb Street of aboa. 3z feet between 
the highway and the tracks, the latter being this much 
above the hiihway. Robb Street m the vicinity of the 
crossing a s a gravel road; az the crossing there is a 
plank along thu outbide of each rail, and also one plank 
on the mge side of each rail, forming a flangoway. The 
intervening spaces ar- filled with gravel. 

There is a stub-end siding between the highway and 
n a m tracks north of the Robb Street crossing, which 
serves a dai_ry plant located 265 feet north of tho cross-
m a . The view had by a driver of an eastbound vehicle 
apmroachmg this crossing on Robb Street is obstructed 
by the do.iry plant, and on the day of the accident two 
refrigerator cars were standing on the siding at a point 
2 51 feet north of the crossing. There is a warning sign 
on the light side of tho street, 4-9 feet from the south­
bound track, painted white with rod letters, reading 
"Louis mna Law Stop." 
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Robb Street 

p̂n̂irfhoc 

N 

••"oint of accide-nt 
No. 16̂8 Illinois Central Tsngipphoa, La. May 18, 19*0 



- 3 -

Thc weather was cloudy at trie time of the accident, 
which occurred at 7.35 a,in. 

Description 
Southbound passenger tram rx. 7 consisted of one 

combination Leggrgc and club car, three Pullman sleeping 
cars, one dinmg car, one Pullman sleeping car, and one 
Pullman observation car, in the order named, all of steel 
construction, hauled by engine 1JS8, and was in charge of 
Conductor IIcL-urrine and Enginonan Ford. This tram de­
parted from. IXComb, 26.5 miles north of Tang±pahoa, at 
7.06 a.m., six minutes late, and was derailed when it 
struck an automobile at Robb Street while traveling at a 
speed variously estimated to have b e m between 25 and 60 
rules per hour. 

Tho aucenoailc involved was a Chevrolet coupe, owned 
by the Kmfcwood Motor Company, of Lcntwood, La., and was 
being driven by J, P. Walls, jr., a lA-year-old boy. This 
automobile came from, the north on U. S. highway No. 51, 
turned left ot Robb Street, and proceeded toward the cross­
ing without stopping,and it had cither stopped on the 
crossmg or had just reached it when it was struck by 
train No. 7. 

Tho automobile was demolished and came to rest up­
side down 25 feet south of the crossmg and 20 feet west 
of tno southbound m a m track. The engine, tender, and 
first four c-rs, of train i\o. 7, were derailed, the en­
gine coming to P E S T m a badly-damaged condition on its 
left side, wrest of the track, at c point ->bout 603 feet 
south of the crossing. Tho tender was turned completely 
around aid laid or its left side between the c .ginc and 
first car, which, car remained in an upright position with 
its front end on the roadbed and its rear end down the 
bank. The following three cars leaned slightly toward 
tho w^st; none of the . m m g equipment was damaged. 
Tho employees killed were tho C E R I N C M A N and fireman. 

Summary cf evidence 
Co* diet or McLaurmc stated that ho was riling in the 

cluo portion of the first car of his tram and on approach­
ing the sac tion at Tangipahoa he he arc" the engmeman 
oound tho i/lustlc continuously until the time of the ac­
cident, sounding it repeatedly for the whistle board and 
crossings, After the accident, he T,*nit immediately to 
the onfincr-n, who was fatally injured, and tho engmeman 
told him that tno automobile was driven right in front of 
the engine and stopped, and thnt he just had time to ap­
ply the air brakes. Conductor IlcLaurmc estimated the 
speed of his tram to have boon 50 miles per hour at 
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thc time of the O c c i d e n t , flu further stated thet an air­
brake test had been jio.de oofoiv departmg from. McComb, 
and that after leaving IdcCorab a running test of the air 
brokes was laadc, 

Baggageman Brzin. who wes riding in the front end of 
the first c-r, stated that appro: ching tho station at 
Tangipahoa he heard the whistle signals sounded, and when 
just a short distance north of the station he felt the 
air brakes apply in emergency, at which time he estimated 
the speed of the tram to have been between 5 0 and 6 0 
miles per hour, Ee a.lso stated that a running test of 
the air brakes was made upon leaving 1 , 1 c Comb. The state­
ments of Flagman kcCubbm, who was riding in the sixth 
car, corroborated those of the baggageman. 

Mr. Bond, manager of m^, dmry plant at Tangipahoa, 
stated that he was working m the plant on the morning of 
the accident and beard a trem whistle sounded and r ter­
rific roise which sounded like run application of the 
brakes, this being when the tram was about opposite the 
plant. He looked out of ° soutn window and sew an auto­
mobile which upper rod to be smiled on the crossing, 
with the front wheels betwem tho rails of tho southbound 
track; the tram was then about 4 0 foot from tho automo­
bile Tad. he saw the m g m o strike it. Mr, Bond also said 
that he uses this crossing many times r day, thet it is 
rough, and one has to travel slowly over it, 

rlr. Vmnrdo stated that when in herd tho tram ap­
proaching he was sitting on tho front stcus of his home, 
located on the wesI side end facing U.S. Highway No. 51, 
rand about 300 feet north of Robb Street crossiig. He no­
ticed the automobile just about the oime ^t turned off 
the highway onto Robb Str :e t -"id when ho realized what 
was going to happen he ran out m his yard. The automo­
bile approached the tracks at a very low rate of speed 
and cane to " s;op with tno front wheels between the 
rails, and at thet time the engine was about at the north 
•nd of the daily plant. As tne engine came out from be­
hind the plant, he saw the cnpiuaem jump up and grab for 
something, and m 0 very short time the engine struck the 
cor. Hi. Yamado said th t he heard the whistle sounded 
several tines, that the tram approached at its usual 
spmd, and that the speed : ad been reduced to 25 or 30 
miles per hour m the time of the accident. Mr. Varnado 
further stated that he thought the driver of the aucomo-
bilo saw the train, beenno frightened, and lost control 
of his c m . 

Mr, Drott, c bus driver, was 00ore ting a bus north­
ward on th^ highway at the time of the accident. He saw 
tho automobile involved turn left oaco Robb Street, but 
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did not pay particular attention to it as it approached 
the crossing until n* he Lrd a continuous blowing of the 
whistle of the troin, and upon looking back after he 
grossed Robb Street it appeared to him that the driver 
hod killed the motor while on tho track and he saw the 
tram strike the automobile. He s a w a piece of ice fly­
ing m the air, and it was his opinion that the automo­
bile had been driven slowly to keep the ico from falling 
off while crossing the treks, Ho estimated the speed' 
of the tram at the tine of tho accident to hove baen 40 
or 45 miles per hour. 

Mr. Anderson, a farmer m the vicinity of Tangipahoa, 
stated that when the accident occurred he w a s standing in 
front of a garage loerted Lt the northwest coraor of the 
highway and Robb Street. As tho automobile approached 
the tracks it did not stop, and it appeared to him. that 
the automobile and the br in reached tho crossing at about 
tho s MHO tine. Whim he first sow the tram, it was about 
60 feet from tin crossing and the automobile then was 
about 15 or 20 fCot from, the trc ck. The driver w a s look-
lxig back at a oicce of ice he was carrying on the bumper 
on tho left side of the car, and Mr. Anderson said that 
he did not think the driver s aw tho approaching tram. 
He further said that he did not ho~r any whistles sounded 
nor did he hoar the train approach. 

llr. Foi est, a farmer m the vicinity of Tangipahoa, 
who was also st rdmg in front of tne garage- near the 
crossing, stated tin c he noticed m automobile approach 
the crossing M U stop on the track "bout three seconds 
before it was etiuck by the tram. He heard the tram 
approaching and he nrd the whistle sounded, and when the 
automobile stooped on tho track the train was "bout 20 or 
30 feet from the crossing. 

Division S i i g i G v t i r Chumley stated that he arrived at 
the scene of the accident a short tine after its occur­
rence, a n d it appeared to nim that when the en, ine struck 
the automobile the pilot on the one m e was broken or loos­
ened so that it ca.no down and the noso struck a cross tie 
m the iiiddlc of the track which doubled the pilot under 
the engine derailing the engine truck. Ho further said 
that tho crossing at Robb Street 13 infrequently used, as 
the bulk of traffic is over the m a m crossing known as 
Center Street, just north of the station. 

Master Mechanic Crapman, who also arrived at the 
scene of the accident a short time after its occuricncc, 
stated that nc found parts of the n u n c pilot strewn 
along the tiack between bhe point o-" a.ccidont and where 
tho engine lay; however, ho was unable to tell whether 
or not snail wooden oarts of the pilot observed between 
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the crossing and the first marks of derailment had fallen 
from the pilot or had "been picked up and tnrown there by 
someone. 

Inspection of the track showed that the first mark 
of derailment was on a tie 38 feet south of the crossing. 
This mark was on the gauge side of the east rail and near­
ly apposite this mark there were other marks showing that 
the flange of a wheel had run over the nuts of the angle-
bar oolts on the outside of the west rail and then dropped 
onto tho ties. These marks followed the rails to the 
frog of the crossover located 325 feet south of the 
crossing, and then the one on the east side of the track 
followed on the west side of the lead rail for some dis­
tance. Evidently only one pair of wheels was derailed 
until the west uin,^l was forced off the end of the ties. 
Parts of the pilot were strewn along the track, so it was 
likely that the impact with the automobile crushed the 
pilot, and that some part of it came m contact with and 
derailed the front pair of engine-truck wheels. 

A vision test was made by sitting in the driver's 
scat of a 3uick sedan several days after the occurrence 
of the accident, with the car stopped about 3̂  feet west 
of the west rail, and it was observed that a tram could 
l iEve been scon approaching on the southbound track at 
Center Street, approximately 950 feet distant. When this 
test was made, two cars wore on the siding near the dairy 
plant. Tho farther from the track, the less view one 
would have of an approaching tram. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused by an automobile being 

driven on a grade crossing directly m front of an ap­
proaching train, 

The Louisiana law requires thai: drivers of vehicles 
shall stop at a distance of not less than 10 feet nor 
more than 50 foot from the nearest railroad track. The 
evidence, however, indicates that the driver of the auto­
mobile Yv-as a lA--y- ar-old boy and that apparently he was 
giving his attention to a piece of ice carr:ed on the 
left beck bumper of his automobile when approaching this 
crossing, and, whilo he was driving at a low rate of 
speed, he made no stop before reaching the crossing. 

In view of the density of railroad traffic, averag­
ing 37 trains daily, the hazardous condition created by 
the restricted vision had by the drivsrof a vehicle of 
a southbound tram, and the fact that Robb Street cross­
ing is used very little, the m a m crossing connecting 



- 7 -

two U. 3. highways being located et Center Street, about 
950 feet north of Pobb Street, it would appear that this 
crossing coald be eliminated, the traffic diverted to 
Center Street, and proper protection provided at that 
crossing. 

All of the employees involved were experienced men, 
and at the time of the accident none of them had been on 
duty in violation of any of the provisions of the hours 
of service law. 

Hespectfully submitted, 
W. P. B0F1AND, 

Director. 




