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IWTERSTAT: COIT ZRCE CO:IOSSION

REPORT OF TIi DIRLUTOR OF THs DJURSAU OF SAFITY IN RG
INVESTIOATION OF AX ACGIZHLT WELCH OCCURED ON
TIE ILLINCTS C51TPAL & ILROAD AT TANGIPATOA,
LA., OX LAY 1€, 1930,

June 17, 1930,
To tae Comarisoion:

On iy 1C, 1930, there was a derailment of a passen-
ger train as a result of strikicg =n autonokbile at a
grade crogsing on the Iliinois Central Rarircad at Tangi-
pahoa, La., rezultiig 11 the death of tae driver of the
automobile and two emploveesg, nd the 1njury or four pas-
sengsers,

Locetion and method of operstion

This accident occurred on the !¢cComb District of the
Loaisilena Division, ~thich exteads between plcComb, Miss,,
end Orle:ns Junction, La,, a distance of 93.9 mles, and
18 a dovble~track line over vh.ch trains are operated by
time~table, train orders, anc an alLtomatic block-signal
systent, The accident occurred at 3Robb Street crossing,
wh_ch crosses the tracks at richt angles at a point 792
feet south of Lhe swvation., Ajproaching the point of ac-
cident from Lhe north the tracl- is tangent for more than
3 miles, this taugent extending for some distance beyond
the crossinr. The grode i8 Hractically level., U, S.
Hi~hway "o, 51 parallels the tracks on the west and 1s 85
feet from the couthbound mein track at Lhe Jo01nt where
the hishway .18 intoersceted by Robb Street, There is a
gradual ascent on Robb Stroet of abou. 35 fecet between
the bighvuay aad the tracks, the latler bcing this much
avove the hi-lmway., Robu Strecet in the vicinivy of the
erossins -8 a gravel roady av the crossing there 15 a
plank along ithe outside of each rail, and alsc one plank
on the ~ane 3uxde of each rail, formilng a flaczeway. The
intcrvening spaces are [f1lled with gravel,

Thelc 18 o stub=cad siding betwcch the Mighway and
nain traeclg aovth of the Eobbp Strocct crossing, which
serves a doLry plant located 265 feet north of the cross-
in3, The vicw had by & draiver of an eastbound vchicle
aphroachins, this crossinsg on Robb Strect 1s obstructed
by th¢ dairy plant, and on tho day of the accident two
refrigeretor c¢ors were standing on the siding at a point
251 fect north of thc crossing., There 1s a warniag Sign
on the i1icht side of tho strect, 49 fcet from the south-
bound t.rock, paintcd whytc with red letters, reading
"Louis.~na Lavr Star."
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The weether was c¢loudy ot the time of the accident,
which occcurrcd at 7.35 a.an.

Dcseription

Southbound passongcr troin he. 7 ccousisted of onc
combiastion boggrge and club car, threc Pullmen slocping
cars, onc dinlag cer, onc Pullman slecping cor, and onc
Pulloan obsorvation car, in the order named, all of stecl
conscruction, haulcd by cngiac 1188, and was in charge of
Conductor licLourine and Engineriaa Ford, This train de-
pertcd from ..cComb, 25.5 milcs north of Tanr.pahoa, at
7.06 a.m,, six imnuvtes leote, end was derriled when it
struck an automoilce at Rowb Stroeet while travelling at a
spceod variously csbimated to have beon betweoen 25 and 60
niles ner hour,

The auccnooilc i1avolved vos o Chevroloet coupe, owned
by the Kentwooed Motor Compnny, of hentwood, L., and was
bcing driven by J, P, Walls, Jr.,, a li-year-old boy, This
autorlobile core from the north on U, S. highway No, 51,
turned lcf't ot Robb Stroct, and proceeded towecrd the cross-
ing without stopping,ond it had cither stopped on the
crosa.ng or had just reached 1t when 1t was struck by

troin No. 7.

The auvomohilce was dcmolasicd and ceme tc rest up-
sidc down 25 foot soulh of thc crossing and 20 feet west
of thc southbound mein tractz, The caginc, tcader, and
first four c¢-rs, of trsin Yo, 7, were derailcd, the cn-
glinc coming to rest in ¢ bodly-damaged conditron on 1ts
left sade, wesgt of the track, at ¢ point ~bout 603 fect
south of the crossing., Tic tunder was turncd completcly
around aad 1nid or 1t3 1cfbt saide boetween thoe ¢ gance and
first car, which cor romctacd in an upright position with
1ts front ond oan the roadbed end i1ts rear ond down the
bank, Tie follovang thrce cors lesmed slightly toward
the rest; nonc of the roi.oining cowpnent was damaged.,
Tre cmployces Millcd wer: the wrincuaan ond fircman,

Sumnary cf cvidence

Co*uictor McLaurinc stcted chnt he was ridang i1a the
club povtion of the first car of kis train ond on approach-
ing tic sccuion ot Torngiveloa he heard the wnzinoman
-ound tho vhastle coatinunusly until the time of the ac-
cidacat, soundinn it repoatedly for the whistle board and
crossings, Alfter the accident, hic wat immcdiately to
the cnginca~n, who vas f~tally ingurcd, and tho caglacman
told ham that Llnc autornohile was draiven right in front of
the ongine ead stopped, and thant he just hod time to ap-
ply thc a2ar brekes, Conductor Liclaurine cstimated the
speed of his trzin to hove boeen 50 nmilcs oer hour ot
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thce timc of the ocexdent, He further stated thet an air-
br-kc teat had vecn inde oefore doparting from licComb,
and that aftcer leaving wcComb a running test of the aar
brekes wes made,

Boggapccemon Bezin, who wes riding in the front cnd of
the Tirst ¢-r, stzotecd that cperocching the stosion at
Tangiprhor he heerd the whistle signals sounded, and when
just o short distancc north of the station he fcelt the
a1r brakes opply 1n cacrgeacy, at which time he estineted
the sreed of thce train to have becn betweon 50 and 60
miloes pexr hour, Ec also 3teted thet o ranning test of
the air brakes wes made upon leoving LicComb., The stote-
ments of Fleopmon meCubban, who was riding in the sixth
car, corroborotecd those of the hoggosuman.

Mr, Bond, morcger of thoe dairy plont at Tangipahoa,
strted that he was working in the plant on the morning of
ithe ceecident 2nd bteard o troin whistle sounded and ¢ tor-
rifiec roisc¢ which sounded 11ke en applicotion of the
brekes, this being wnen the trazn was ~bouat opnosite the
plant. Hc looked out of ~ gscutn window aad sow on aunto-
mobilc which cppecred to boe sv~llcd on the crossing,
with the front wheels beitween the rails of the southbound
track; thce train was thon about 40 foot from the cutomo-
tile 'rd hc saw thc Laginc straike 1t., Mr, Boad o2liso said
that hc usces this crossing many times ¢ day, Lhet it 1s
rourh, and onc hos to travel slouvly over 1t,

flr. V-rn:do gtated that when o he-rd the trein ap-
Lrocching nc was sitting on the froat stens of his homo,
locoted on the wesi sicée and facang U,8, Highway Ne. 51,
cnd ~bout 300 feot north of Robh Stroect crossiig. He no-
ticcd the autowobirlic just avout the cime .t turncd off
the highway onbo Rob» Striet ~2d when he realized what
was eclnfs Lo Maopcn he ran out in his yord. The autome-
bile e¢pprorohed thie trecks at a very low rote of spced
and cre to - ssop tath tone front whools betwoen the
reiig, and ot thet time the engine was zwout ot the ncrth
end of the deiry plant. As tac cngine cnme out from be-
hind the olant, hc saw the crpravman jump up and grab for
something, and in - very short time the cngine struck the
¢or. Xz, Varnado said th t he heord the whistle sounded
scveral times, thet thoe trran approached ot 1ts asual
specd, ond that the specd ! ad boen reducced to 25 or 30
milcs per hour ~T the time of the accident. Mr., Varnodo
further stated thnt hoe thought the driver of the aucomo-
bile sew the treain, becaac fraightencd, aad lost coatrol
of his enr,

Mr, Drott, ¢ bus driver, was oocroting 2 dbus north-
werd on the higshuay at the tame of the accidcecnt. He saw
the auvtomobilc rnvolved turn left o1co Robb Strcet, but
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did not pay varticulnr attention to 1t as it approached
the erossing uatil he he ord o coutinuous blowing of the
whistle of thc troiln, and uvpon loolking bvack ofier he
grossed Robb Strect 1t nppecred fo ham thot the draver
hed ¥1lied the meotor while on the trocek aand he saw the
troin strike the awntomobile, He scw a picce of 1ce fly-
ing wn the -ir, and it was his opinion thot the autono-
bilc had becn driven slowly to keep the ice Tfrom folling
off while crossing the tr-cks. He estimrted the spocd!
of thce trein ot the timc of the aceident to hrve boen 40
or 45 milcs per hour,

Mr. Andcrson, ¢ ferncr in the vicinity of Tengipahoa,
stoted that when the cecidoent occurred he wrs stoanding in
front of o georage loerted b the northwest coracr of the
highury and Rob™ Strect, As the cutomobilc &pproached
the trocks 1t did not sTeop, and 1t oppeared to him that
the cutomobile erd tlhe Lr 1n roe-ehed the crossing ot about
the s me timc, When ke firsst saw the train, 1t wvas about
60 Tcet from the crossing cnd the cutomobilc then was
otout 15 or 20 foot from the troek., The driver weos lock-
1ag brek 2t 2 nicec of 1cc he wes cearrying on the bumper
on the lcft side of the car, and Mr, Andcrson scid that
ne did oot think the draver sow the cppro-chiag train,

He further soid that he dld nov he r any whistles sounded
nor 4i1d hc¢ lLesr the treia apprococh,.

I'r, Forest, & frrmer in the vicinity of Tangipahoa,
who wes o©lso st r~ding 1n front of tnc garoge acor the
crossing, statod Lthoo he potieccd ~n autcmobile aporoach
the cressing 'au swp on the troek ~wout thrce scconds
betfore 1t wrs stivel” by the train, He hcord the trein
appro~ching tnd hc-rd thoe whistlioc soundcd, nd when the
cutomcbile stooped on the track the troin s ~hout 20 or
30 foct Lfrom the ¢rossiar,

Division Boginoer Chumley stoted that he eorrived at
the scone of the accident o short time afvoer 1ts occur-
rence, cad 1t appeared to nim thot when the en, iac struck
the cutorobile the pirlot on the cnc-ine was broken or loos-
cned so that 1t cese down nnd the nosce struck a cross tie
in the a1ddle of the trock which douhled the pilot under
the cngine derciling the cagine truck. EHe further snad
vhat the crossing at Robb Strect 28 infrcaucatly used, as
the bolk of trafrie 18 over the moin erossing kaowvm as
Ccater Strcct, just north of tnc stotion,

Moster Mcelhienlic Crapurn, who also arrived at the
sccne of 1he accideat o short time aftcr its occuricnce,
stated thot o Tound ports of the Sarinc prlot strown
olong the ticek between the point o accident and wherc
the enrzine lay; bhowever, hoe was uacbhle to tell whether
or not swecll wooden Lorts of tlic pilot obscrved between
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the crossing and the first marks of derallment had fallen
from the pi1lot or had been picked up and tarowvmn there by
someone.

Inspection of the track showed that the first mark 6
of derailment was on a tie 38 feet south of the crossing.
This markx was on the gavge side of the east rail and near-
1y opposite this mark there were other marks showiang that
the flange of a wheel had run over the nuts of the angle-
bar oolts on the outside ol the west rail aud then dropped
onto the ties, These marks followed the rails to the
Tfrog of thec crossover located 325 feetv south of the
crogsing, and then the one on the east side of the track
followed on the west side of the lcad rail for some dis~
tance, DEvidently only one pair of wheecls was derailed
until the west vhoeol was foreced off the end of the tius.
Parts of the pilot werc strewn along the track, so 1t was
likely that the impact with thc automobile crushed the
pilot, and thot some part of 1t ceme 1n contact with and
derailed the front pair of enninc~truck wheels,

A vision test was madce by sitting in the driver's
scat of a Buick sedan several days after the occurrence
of the accident, with the car stopped about 3% fcet west
of the west rairl, and 1t was obscrved that a train could
have been scen adproaching on the southbound track at
Center Strect, approximaetcly 950 feet distant, When this
test ws nmadce, two cars werc on the siding ncer Lhe dairy
plaat, The farther from the track, thc less view onc
would have of an approaching train.

Conclusions

This nccidecat wes causcd by an automobilc being
driven on ¢ grade crossing dircetly in front of an ap-
proaching train,

The Louisiana law requircs that draivers of vehicles
shall stop at a cGistnnce of not less than 1C fcet nor
more than 50 £ cot from the ncarest railrecad track, The
cvidencc, however, indicates that the draiver of the auto-
mnobile was a li~y:ar-o0ld boy and thot apparently he was
giving his attcntion to a nicge of 1ce carricd on the
left beek bumper of his automobile when approwching this
cros3ing, ana, whilc hc was driving =t a low ratc of .
spced, he made no stop before reoching the crossing,

In vicw of thc density of railroad traffic, averag-
ing 37 traias daily, the hazardous condition created by
the roestricted vision had by thc driverof a vehiclc of
2 southbound train, ond the fact that Robb Strect cross-
ing 18 used viry lictle, the ma.n ¢rossing coaanccting
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two U, 5. hichways “oing located ot Contoer 3trcecet, cbout
950 fcct north of Robb Stroct, i1t would oppear that thas
erossing could be c¢liminated, the troaffic diverted to
Ccater Strect, cnd proper protcction provided at thet
cressing,

A11 of the cmployeces involved wore o¥pericnced men,
and at the time of the accident nonc of thom had heen on
duty in vioclation of 2ny of the provisions of the hours
of scrvaice law,

Respeetfully sabmitted,
W, P. BORLAND,

Dircctor,






