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INTERSTATE CQMMTRCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF WHE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED QW THE
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILRQAD NEAR NEWTON, ILL., ON
FEBRUARY 18, 19529.

May 22, 1329,
To the Commission-

On February 18, 1929, there was & head-end collision
between two freight trains on the Illinois Central Rail-
rosd near Newton, Ill., resulting in the injury of one
employee and one caretzker in charge of a car of live
poultry.

Location and method of operation

This accldent occurred on the Mattoon District of
the Indianz Division which extends between Mattoon, I11.,
and Evansville, Ind., a distance of 127.8 miles, and
intersects the Effingham District at Newton, which 1s
located 40.9 miles south of Mattoon. In thc vicinity of
the point of aceident this 18 a eingle-track line ovbr
which trzins arc operated rr time-table and train orders,
no btogk-signal system being in use. The accident occurred
at a polnt 200 feet north of mile post B-158 or approxi-
mately 2 miles north of Wewton. Approachlng the point of
accident from the south there 1s a 4° 30! curve to the
right 900 feet 1n length, followed by 3BO feet of tangent,
the accident ocourring on this tangent at a point about
120 feet from 1ts southern end. Approaching from the
north there 1s a 49 curve to the right 1,113 feet 1n
length, and then the tangent on which this accident occurred
Beginning at a point zbout 1,800 feet north of mile post
B~159 the grade 1s 0.36 per cent ascending for northbound
trains, reaching a maximum of 1.08 per cent at tne point
of 3001dent and extending about 2,100 feet beyond.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
which occurreé at 4.10 p.m.

Description

Northbound freight train extra 1762 consisted of
30 loaded cars, & empty cars snd a caboose, heuled by
engine 1782, and wse 1n charge of Conductor Alsop and
Engineman Storr. This train arrived at Newton a2t 3.20
p.m., where two carvrs were picked up and a check was made
of the train regicter. A copy of a trmsin order on Form
19 was received and the trsin then departed, at 4 p.m.,
and at a point about 2 miles north of Wewton 1t collided
with southbound freight train No. 281 while traveling at
a speed estimated to have veen sbout 15 miles per hour.
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Southbecund freight train No. 281 consisted of 40
loaded c2rs, 5 empty cars and 7 caboose, hauled by engine
1861, end was 1in charge of Conductor Psrsons and Engineman
Fickerson. This trsin left Greenup, 17.9 miles from Newton,
at 3.28 p.m., 3 hours and 30 minutes late, and collided
with extre 1762 while traveling at a speed estimoted to
hsve been ebout 15 miles per hour.

The front cndes of both engines were considerably
damaged znd the engine-truck nheels were driven back under
the evlinders. The front and intermediate driving wheels
0f eanglne 1782 wcre derailed while the main =2nd back
driving wheels Temained on the track but continucd to re-
volve resulting in the reils being burned to a depth of
about 1 3/4 inches. The first crT 1n the trein of extra
1782, which vas » car of poultry, telescoped the tender
of engine 1763, »nd the 25%th car from the engine was
also demaged snd deratled. Engine 1810 was not derailed
but the second to ths seventh cars, inclusive, were de-—
rr1led and demaged.

Summary of evidence

Enginen=n Storwm, of extr= 1782, steted that his
tTzin departed from Newion at 4 p.m., =nd was traveling
ot a2 speed of mbout 25 miles per hour when he comrenced
the ~scent of the grade north of Newton and on rounding
tie curve he srw troin NWo. 28l spproaching. He immediately
applied the 21t brakes 1n emergency, cloced the throttle
nad shouted to the firemsn and herd braken=n to get off;
he then gave one blest of the whistle and jumped off him-
gell. Enginemon Storm stated that before deperting from
Nowton he received from the conductor 2 clesrance csrd,
a treil order on Form 19, =and = register check showing
the arrival of seven treins, including the arrival of
trrin No. 281 &t 3.15 p.m., =nd he rem~rked to Conductor
Alsop thmt tney hed a clear treck to Msttoon snd the con-
ductor replied, "Yes, first No. 280 1s right behind us;
hurry up end get out of town." Enginewen Storm taen
snowed the orders to the firemsn and the head brakeman,
Although Engineman Storm closed the throttle before he
Juriped from the engine, he noticed that the engine was
gt11l working sterm after the collision cccurred -nd he
thought the throttle must have been )srred apen due to
the collision. He further strted that the mir brakes
woTked properly snd he cstim=ted the sneed of his trein
to have been sbout 20 miles pcr hour when he nede the
eriergency 2ndlicaticn.

"The statements of Fireman V-an Deren of extra 1762,
preetically corroborated those of Enginemen Storm. He
estireated the speed of their trein to have been 15 miles
per hour 2t tne time of tne =occident. The testimony of
Head Brakeman Owen brought out nothing additionsl of im—
portence,
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Conductor Alsop, of extrs 1762, stated that on
arriving =t Newton he weni to tne telegraph office to
reglister and while taere ne wos interrupted several times,
the opersator geve him wayoills for two cars to be picked
up =nd he went out to give instructions to his crew. On
returning to the cffice to resume his registering he heard
trein No. 331 approaching and zgein left the booth to see
1f his enginre was clear and to inform the engineman of
train No., 231 of their movements; tr=in No. 231 1s a first-
cless train. He then completed registering and had started
to cneck the register when the conductor of train No. 231
came 1n and he allowed the conductor to register, at the
seme time checking train No. 231 on his own register elip
and then left the office with the conductor of train No.
d3l. He later returned to the office znd completed the
register check, obtsined hie orders and gave the orders
and the regieter check to Engineman Storm who read them
and then gave them to the fireman. After the collision he
mede a check with the erew of train No. 281 and 1t then
occurred to him that he had train No. 281 of February 15
on his register check; he could account for this error
only by the fact that the wind caus€d by the opening and
closing of the door had blown the page of the register
over and apperently he had not noticed the date. Conductor
Alsop cstimated the epeed to heve been about 25 miles per
hour at the time the air brakes were applied in emergency.

Flagman Thies, of extra 1762, stated that on leaving
Newton he asw only the train order which had been received,
but Conductor Alsop told him they had a clesr track to
Mattoon. His first intiretion of snything wrong wes when
he felt the air brekes spply 1n emergency at which time
the speed was about 20 miles per hour.

Engineman Nickerson, of train No. 281, stated that
he was operating his trsin in the usual wmenner, he head
made a 10-pound reduction of the alr brekes and then made
a, heavy service reduction Just before descending the
grzde, snd was drifting down the grade when he saw an
engine egpproaching sround the curve about 30 car-lengths
distant. He then moved the brake valve to the emergency
position without having released the air, and told the
men on the engine to get off. He estimated the speed of
his train at the time of the aceident to have been about
15 rmiles per hour. The air brakes worked provperly en
route,

Operztor Richards, on duty at the time of the acci-
dent, stated that there was nothing unusual in the pro-
cedure of delivering the orders to extra 1762 before 11s
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deperture from Newton. There ves no mention magde of trzin
No. 281 by the dispestcher at the time, 2and he himself did
not knov of 1ts location on the division.

Upon comparing the regigter check obtained by Con-—
ductor Alsop with the trsin register for February 15
and 16, 1t developed that he obtained his entire check
for the arrival of trainc on the 15th instead of the
16th, with the exception of trein No. 231 which he checked
immedirtely upon 1%s arrival =t 3.29 p.m.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by the failure of Conductor
Alsop, of extre 1732, properly to check the trein register,

The evidence clearly .ndicetcs th=t Conductor Alsop
failed to obtain a corract r1egister check, due to the foct
tnzt he checcked the tr=1in register for the previous date
by mistoke, thus 2llowing his tiain to depart before the
arrivel of train do. 281, an overdae supe:ioTr train,

All of the employees involved vcere cxperienced men
arid ot the time of the sccident nonc of them hrd been on
dusy 1n violation of zny of the provisions of the hours
of service law.

Respectfully submitted,
W, P. Borland,

Director.



