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TLLINOIS CENTRAL RATLROAD, AT LENIEURG, ILles

On Devsspher §, 1915, there was a hesd-end oollliafon be-
twaon two peswenger tralns om She Illipolaz Central Ballromd at
Lonztwmrgy X1le, which resulted in the death of 1 wmployes aud the
injury of § saployaes spd 88 passsngeys Aftor fnvestlgastion of this
nceident the Chief of the Division oF Salfety reperts az followsd

Horthbound Sraln Ko. 234 eonsicted of one eomblaction
asy snd thres gosoles, hauled by losomotive 1084, en Poute Trom
Capbondnle, Ill., to S5t. Louln, Mos, and wae in oharge of Conmdushoy
¥ilder and Iuglneman ¥rewsode At Finokneyville the orew in oharge
rocelved sn order to meod southbound temin Noy 200 at Lenzburgs
Ca aryival af Lensburg $he erew repeived a telephone messsge from
the atspatoher sutBorizing Shem Lo sull mhesd sod baek In on the
paaving braek, Hhue llowin~ Sralg loe 208, which waz & fow min-
uies lates, %o hela Bhe maln libns. AvSer ¢ompleting the statien
stpk, the train salled che s S0 olany She north pessiang track
pwiteh, whioh was umlipaked o spesed by Train Porter {larkaon.
The traln then backed 3In on e passing trek, elsared the main
trsok and storped -bout 40 reet fyom Sho swdtoh at wbout 8:87
8ee The train pordt-r then sloced the switoh, But 414 nmot lock 1%,
and waiked Buok So lécomoiive 1054 while wining for train No. 2008
to sreive, The treln hed beon shanding for & fow mimutes when
traln Ney 205 approsghed, ol the Yraln portsr mt@a& $o the

switoh, opening 1% Juat Sefure the loosmotlive hmmg train No. -
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898 readked 1%, allowiny traln Ko. 208 to enter She passing track
and gollifde w»ith trais Hoe 224, the eollision ocosuriding at about
§108 defte (

Southbound train Hoe 208, en route frow 5t. Louls, Mok
to Memphis, Toenma, cotslsted of ohe Baggage gay, one maell car and
three cosnhes, houled By losomotiwve 1044, and wes In charge of
Conduntoy Blapey end Inginewman Popes At HBelleville the gyew Tee
seived tha arder 4lreubing them to meod traln Mo 2794 s Lenaburgs
The traln Yefd Hew Athens, 4.0 niles from Lenshurg, st 850 s,
end eolliided with svain Nos 224 of Lensburg while sugalng at e
areed ostlmstod %o have Bosn sboud 20 or 88 miles per Nours

Srain Hoe 224 wes Jriven baghwards & distance of about
190 feot By the farce of the collisdon, locemwwtlve 102¢ anst the
sonblastion ooy Yelag pavtislly derallel. Loomwtiwve 1944, of
train Mo, 208, was Jersiled, the tendor being budly deugged and
the rireman R1llwds Yhe neil and Yagsuge eary remained on tha
braek, while the thizd sxd fouritlh asds were dersiled, Sogether
with tha forward traoks of the Jaot galy

This poot of the Xllimofs Cemtwal Rallroad iz - zingle
trzok line, and tredin porvenents are protected by an aubometle
Rloak »igmal aystems Tialn omiers are hapiled by tslenhonss Ape
proackiag Lenzburg from the porth thers 43 an sutomatie signsl
vithin a fow foet of the switel 28404 ab the morth pessing sraek
swital, with mnother suiamstio signal located 2004 feet north

Shamet, The traghk s asraight In suoh dirsesion for more then one
wile, sod approsching tha stoliom thope Lo o elight smeonding grede

Loavr southhound trainse The weather wun olexy, -
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Engineman Pope, of Srein Hos 205, mm that approsalie
fng Lenzburg, the sutomatie bloek signals were In She dlear posle
tion. He first notieed Praim Porter Claphketn walbdng tewsrd the
gwiteh when this losomotive was abonb 40 or 850 feet fxvn £6, snd
he stated thot suddenly the porter ran to thy sviteb snd opensd it,
Hr thought ke pevarsed his locomative, but was pot furs, end then
stasted for the ganzwey ig arder to get off, but 444 mot hove time
to 4o =0 befors the scllizion odcuvrred, He stated that he 414 not
asply the bBrakes, saying Yhut hes 444 mob think thst he sould ae-
oo 1isk anything by doing ad.

Condugtor Blaney, of srain Ho. £20%, stated that the switeh
wad half open when he pass 4lt on gotting oot of the train alter
the mecident, while flogman Trasmell stuted thet whan he got off
the forwasd end of the pour gsr when golng baek to flzg follow-
faz trains he notlend th:z the swidoh ems partlally oven, end saw
Train Porter Ularkoon running avsy foom the ewlitols KHe stated,
bowewer, that He loeksd «3 $hs switeh target, but 414 mot look st
the switoh lever %o ses whethor or uot 16 was down dver the Nosp,
nodther 414 Be loak =t the swizoh pofntes Wheu be yeturned %o
the awiteh sbortly afbeywayriv he found 4% 1ined for the pugsing
trasks

Enzlaemsn Erawoon, of % ain Bos 884, stated Shat aftey
bacsking Biao Srain in on ¢he suzsing btrack he saw thet She awitoh
wasy elosed By She gortmy, who then wallted BYeok o the loesmotive.
Ha atated shet he and the firewp were standing on the left side
of the locomotlve wher he saw tralnm Ho. 208 nﬁmm/;aa» Ba then
piarted to Dossd the locomotive and bed elimed :mﬁ’ém@ ghone _
wheR he Deard Sie Firamon aalle Ho 414 not Lnow ohat he sald, and
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the colliaton copurred ze he looked &m to see vhut She Tire-
pan vanted, He 8id a0l see ARy one¢ open the awitah,

Tireman Rawk otated thet the tyalan povrieyr sloned She
pwitoh aftey the Srain had Doeked 4n on the passing tyrack. He and
the engioessn than got off the looonotive ond the engluoaman atuerted
to oi) 1%, the traln porter returning te she lowmotive at shout
thia times The fireman stated thad Be firet saw trsin Ro. 206 when
i1t wag obout Ssv miles 4lstang, and the tiain porter started to
walk tomsrd the owltoh, and thon commenesd %o runs Firemen Huwk
stated that in She meentime he end t3e saainemsn had hospisd the
loscmative, 234 on looking ashend Be sow the frzin porter spen the
peibol, train Ho. 200 at this time Belng ad%oub two asr longthe
from the gwitehs He ealled tO the engineman to Suwmp, &t the sans
time getiing offand remmins o a dlaes of sfedy.

Conduetor Wilder stated Sh.0 Ba sew %he treln porder
sloss the s7iltel aiter the Srain Bad backed fn om the passing
tracks Ee dld ot know sheth:r or not She porder losked tho zwited,
Byt stated th:t be BRed freguenily suationsd the porter shout look-
ing switehas nrfiey using them, und that Be had laat Salied o4l
hix abous s subieet thares or four duys pricr S0 tho Susurronce
ef the aceidents Arscr the ssofldent he was talkling wish the train
porser, and the latdar stotend that Be heurd somethine rattle, and
then ras for the switoh, Tt denisd thet bo opened 1%. Ho stated
that he was nol the first peracn o sxapime the awiteh, Hut sald
¥hat whes he 414 exemine {5, At ceanmed to Do in aaﬂé oy 1N svory
waye The switeh wns opsn at Shis time, end the lever oub of the
goakot and ~ullsd pard way erounde He further statod Bhat the track
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in the vioinity of the selitod was oot GOPR Wy, ond thers was no
indication that locomotive 1044 Rad Deen derailed prior to 00le
1iaing with his train,

T Prain Povter (larkeon atated SEat afer the train backed
in on thoe pessing $rmok he closed dhe switoh, end foticed that
the switeh polnt fitted $ight agalnat the pell, bBut stated that
ke 414 not look the switeh. He thenr walled Back 0 She loopmndive
of Mz traln and listensd to the convercation bBetween the cuglae
nan and firemen. Shortly after train Ko, 208 eaume in afght he
startod for the switeh, and whonm abomt 10 Cest from it the loco~
sotive of wraln Hoe 205 passed the evitel sad embtered the passing
traoks He then kuew Shat something wse wrong «nd ran down the ot
bagkmont ¢ut of the way. He deonled thad Be pan Sowsrd the awitgh
a% any time, or that GLe opsned L% Just Defore trelnm Hos 208 passed
1%, stating that he had not even rosched She awiteh when trein
Hoe 208 puossed 154 4bout 10 smimutes ufber the esoldent be went
book So the switeh, and & 3hds S$lue seveyal poople wers exnuining
1% 284 the switoh target was fumes aptially avowmsds

He Be Chrdamun, siont ab Lensbhurg, stated Shat the switeh
wos alosed after trein Wo, 394 ma pleay of the mudn line, As
tradn Ho. 208 approashed he wont oud on She station platforn, and
o seeling the flrasen of tr:dn Hoe R24 Jusp frem the locomotive
and mmn away foom 1%, he looked Sowerd tyeln Nos 200 apd sow 1%
ohter the switeh and coliide -ith traim Ros 284, At this $ims
the switob was open, and the switoh Sarget wes ved, indlenting
shut the switob waa apen. 2

Readnacter Boni stated Shad, in exspany with five other




wlle

aftielala of the railroad, he made & onreful exsmination of tbe
awitoh and found Shat the Shroat measured 43 fnohess Whon the
sviteh was olozed Lhe awitoh point was about ens-fourth ineh from
the rails Ho stated that the signal matintainer said ¢had ke had
exumined the switoh the preceding day, snd that an openisg of onee
gunrtsr of an Lneh would opernte She suhbomatic signalss %The yoads
wastor stated, Bowever, that & conoh had bees dorailed on the
switah tiee and dragged back through the ewitoh, causing slfght
damage %o it, and makivg the switch podnt stand opens If & man
stoad on the bridle mds the switeh point wunlda elose $4ight agalnet
the rall,

Thts aceldent wee caused by Train Porter Clerkzon opsfie
ing the nmorth passing traeck switeh »hen Srain MHoe 208 wus within a
vory cshory distence of Bthe swifod, allowing that traim so enber
the passing teack and to collide with Srain Mo, 284 He aduitas
that he 41d wot loeok the owitoh when be slosed L% artor s train
had bhacked fin on the passing Srack, snd although he denled having
oponed 4% as traizm No. 2085 approached, the ongineomn of thot trais,
and tho firssan of train Mo, 224, s8ati¢ thak theyr saw him run o
the switoh and opsn ite The ovilonte Purther fndieated that Sraln
Hos 207 wes ROD derailed until the evllisien voourred, end the
owitoh therefore met Rave boen opensd im exdsr to allow the tyain
$0 enter the passing trugks

Lengburg 15 the regular weeting point of thuse two Suslns,
it being the custaon, vhen doth ave on Hime, for train So. 324 o
hold the main 1ine and for Train PorSer Ularkeom %0 cpan the owited
for the purpese of allowlng trala Noe 208 to ember We passing
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tragks ¥He had been guing thio for some Sime, and 4% L8 jpossible
fhat when Beeriy €6 She switol Do somentarily forget that hén om
troin wog on Yhe pugcing Yreok end pes S0 the aviteh end opened it
to sllow Srain Mo, 205 te entor She paceling tyoek, as 1% wza the
sustom for 1% o do under ordisaxy conditdons.

Train Forter Clarkeen had bosn enployed ap such sinee
July, 1909, and hed a olesr records NHe vms thoroughly fenililay
with big duties, whioh embrased the giving of essisbenes in come
neckion with the handliing of the Svalu, suok ar She ploklug wp or
sobting oub of oavs, the hundling of awltohos, obo,, snd he wsp
eoncidered by the other pembors of the grew of traln Ko. 204 o "
be a reliablae mun.

e e, e T

—y—.




