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On Dootmhar 5* Itls* there wa* n head~ead collision be-
twaaa two p&sseager trains on tho Illinois Central kailread at 
Lensburgt 111*, whioh recited in tho death of 1 employee end tho 
injury of 5 employees sad 90 ya#asag»r* After fmteetlgatloa of thia 
accident tho Chief of tho Division of gafety resorts as follows 

northbound train Mo* sao consisted of ono combination 
o«r and tare* oô ehss* hauled by locomotive 10&4* en fonts from 
Cafboadalo, 111** to st* loal»» Mo*, ana m o in eharge of Conductor 
Wilder and Smgiaensi* Xrewsea* At Flno&neyvilie tho crew in charge 
received an order to mset s$uthboau4 train Sa* son ot Lenaburg* 
Oa arrival *t LenKburg tfes crew received a toleyanno message from 
th«» &ispaboher autnorizlog th«n to pull ahead and keek in oa tho 
jpoaalag traok* thus <liowlnv tr*ia Jfe* gas* whioh ana a few aia* 
utoa i&*$g to hola the mi& line* After ooapletiag the station 
work* the train pulled che.-. -i to ota^r the north passing traok 
ewitoht wfcish ass uBX#$Ic&a opened ay fraia Sorter Clarfeson* 
fhe train then b&ofcsd ia &JI*J pasnlag traok* cleared the main 
trsois aad staged tout :€0 feet fram tao aeltoh at *bout 8s 57 
a*m* "The train £ort r thm «ior;<>d tho switch* hut did not lock it* 
and valkea b&sk t# leoomotira im& while uniting for train So* £08 
to srrirs* £ho train had boon landing far a few minutes whoa 
train Bo* 309 an£txoft8hsd, âi the train yertsr returned to tho 
switch* opening it Just bstvre the looomotlvo hauling train So* -



reaeked it* allowing* train kb* to eater the passing track 
sad collide with train So* S24* tbe collision occurring at about 

Southbound traia So* SOt* oft route from £t* Louie, Ho* 
to &ss#ai#* feaa** consisted of otto fcaggage gar* on© moil ear «M 
thrtw* ooaoboOft bauisd by locomotive 1944* and eaa ia charge of 
(Jcaduetoy Sianey aad Ifcgineaaa Peso* dt SolXorilio tba orow re* 
oeirod tbo order dirootia$ them ta meat traia So. aat at Lenaburg* 
fits traia loft How Athens* 4*3 mUee froa £eosher@» at 8$ 5fi a*a«, 
&ad collided witb. traia Ho* 8»4 at fceaaburg ehiis ruaaia& at a 
speed estimated to bare baaa about SO or as aHos per hour* 

traia So* ££4 wns drives feiokeards a distance of about 

im foot by tba faros of th* collision* loeemotiYO l o s t aad tbe 
combination oar boiag partially derailed* loeemotlv* 1044* of 
train ?To* sos* m® derailed, tbe tender being badly damaged and 
tho fireman killed* Tbe a«il and teggage earn remained on tbe 
traok* wails tno third end fourth ear* aero dtk»il*a* together 
with the feremrd true&s of the laet eay*-

This ysrt of bke Illinois Oontyel k&iirosd ia a sfiagio 
track line, and train aoYerceats are protected by oa antomttle 
blook signal ay&t*m* traia orders ere handled by telethon** Ap* 
?roaohlag lmbur# faroa the north there Is an autumn tin signal 
vltala a few foot ef the en&toh »t*ad at the north passing traok 
switch* *ith another automstlo signal loeetsd 2904 foot north 
thereof* The traok is straight In sash direction fey neve than one 
alio* and appreaohiat the station there is a slight ascending gvade 
for southbound trains* The eoatne* mm olear* 



£&ft*B«8t*a tope, of traia Bo* 000, Otatod that e#pre*ea* 
lug leaaburg, tbe ftuttomtio bloom signal« aero Hi the olear pool* 
tioa. fl* first aoUoed frata Former Ciasfeeoa walfelag toaard the 
ewiteh whoa tbla laeoeotive mo about 40 or 80 foot froa it, aad 
bo abated th&t omUealy the porter roa to tbo ea&toa aad opeaed it* 
0* thought bo roTorsoo bio loeuaatlve, bat mm aot euro, oad tboa 
otartod for tbo ««agway da order ta #ot off, bat did aot bare time 
to do aa before tbo eolllaiofi oeeuryoi* m atated tbat b# did aot 
apply tbo brake*, eayia$ tbat be did sat tbta* One* be oould aa* 
oo® iiab aaytbiag by deia$ oo* 

Coadaetor Biaaey, of traia aa* 80S. atated tbat tbe *uit«h 
m̂a half opea whea be pasa dlt oa gjotbiag oat of tbo trala after 
tbo aeoideat, while flapsaa trmmlX etetod tbat whoa be set off 
tbo forward oad of tbe rear oar #beu gulag boob to flm fallow* 
im tralaa bo aotload t&st tbo #witoh ms partially ogea, aad atm 

trala Porter Olajfeaoa ruunlsdi a»*y fvoa tbe t^itob* He otatod, 
however, tbat be dotted *t tbe awjtcb target, bat did aot loob at 
tbo switch layer to see vhethar ar sos it ma doum over tbe ua*£, 
aoitber did be look «t tbe avitob folate* Sfeea h# returned to 
tbo switch sbortly aftorŵ yjt»s ht* tmsm It llaed for tbo pernios 
traofc* 

Ex^Mmm Krewaoa, of t aia So* stated tbat after 
boekiag hia traia la oa tm ;;«8aiag araate be mm tbat tbo switch 
waa eloeed by tbe port-̂ r, '«fco thaa ualkoa1 beofc to the locomotive, 
B© abased tbat h© aad tm firessea «sro otaadlag oa the left aide 
of tho loooaotive whm be saw a rata Bo* S05 appreaebla$« Ha tboa 
started to boara tbe loeo&otlve aad bad eltaed about throe ctepa. 
whoa be beard tbe fir**au mil* did aot fcaow abet ho caid, aad 



the collision oesarrad as he leaked around to *e* * M the fire* 
mam wanted* Sa did aot see aar oa* apea tao smiteh* 

fireman Rotffe ©bated taat tao traia sorter elated tao 
saiten after tao traia aad basted ia on tao aaaoiag traok* So aad 
the engineman then got off tao locomotive aad the eaglaeman started 
ta oil it, tao train norter returning ta tao leeemettve at about 
this time* Tao fireman stated taat at first saw tret* !to# SOtt sfeea 
it wm about tan alios distant* aad tbe traia ydftosr mmM to 
wslk toward tbo ewtton* aad tboa eemeaeed to run* Fireman ' 
statod tbat la tbo noontime bo aad baa engiasffifta bad bosvded tbo 
looomotlro, sad oa looking abs&d bo mw tao traia porter o#em tbo 
0witobt traia So* 205 at this time boiaf about two ear l^tho 
from tbo owltea*- sailed to tho eaginsmon to Jaisjs, at th* mm 

time getting off aad rusniat to a olaee of safety* 
eoaduetor HMor sca&*d tb t fee mm tbo tela porte? 

oloas tbe seltoh after tbo traia bad baokod ia oa tbo passing 
traok* Bo did aot teaes? waotb̂ r or aot tbo sorter looked tbo switch, 
but otatod th*t bo b®d fmuently emotioned tbo p&mm &%out lock* 
tag switch®® after aula® shs&* aad tka« bo b&d l*at tatod «itk 
aim shout this sobieet three or four days prior to tho ooaurroaoo 
of tho accident* Afb?r tho aootdeut ho was talking with tbs traia 
porter, aad tho lsttor stated that ho hoard somethiaf rattle* aad 
tfcaa ran far tho switch* but denied bast ho opened it* Ro statod 
that ho not th© first person to examine tho omltea* bat said 
that when ha did o m i s e it* it seamed to be In deed order in «v©ry 
way* The switch w»«s ©pea at this time* and the lover out of the 
socket aad railed part isay around* m further stated that the traok 



ta taa vtoiaity of taa aaltdh m* net torn m$ «*& they* ana s o 
indication that locomotive iota had teen derailed prior to eel* 
liaiag with ale traia* 

froia Tartar Olaruooa stated that aftef tao trala fcae&ed 
ia oa tho paaoing tract ho oloaad the oaitoa* aad noticed that 
tao aafctob aalat fitted tight against taa rail* tat atatod that 
ho did aot look the ewitcfe. So then aelfce* aaafe to the loeoaotive 
of aid traia aad liateaod to tho oaavoraatloa uatswea the csglaa* 
mm oad firemen. Shortly after traia fee 100 oca* la eight he 
aterted for tho ossitob, aad rabea about 10 foot froa It the loco* 
aotiTO of traia a©* SOS passed tho aulteh aad catered tho naesiag 
track* fie then kae^ that aoaebhia$ w e wrong aad ran dom tho e&» 
bankueat out of tho w * Be aenled that he ran toward the switch 
at aay tise, or that he o;eaod It Juab before trala So* 100 panac* 
It, st&tlas that ho tm& act evea reaehod tho asatteh oben trala 
aa* SOS $oaaed It* About 10 mlautea after tha accident he mm% 
back to tbo cvdbefc, and >t thia tto aoveral nouylo wore o»»iaia^ 
It and tbo cftltoh target -mn turned .nytlally around* 

3, 0* Chriesssan, ̂ n t at keaaburg, atatod that tho switch 
waa eloecd after trala la* r/.:.4 -awo clear of the aula llao* AO 
traia Ho* SOS e^owcahed bo -vent out aa taa otatloa piatfora, cad 
oa eeolag the flraaua of tr*ia $o* psm <*0« the looosotlvo 
aad run away froa it, he looked toward trein aa* 000 cad a®w It 
cater tho switch aad collie ith trala So* m « It thia time 
tbo switch was oaea, and th** awlteh target aao red, Indicating 
tbat tho aaltoh open* 

fteadaaoter Soul (stated tbat, ia ea&paay with five other 



officials of the railroad, he aadO a careful oaaaiaabioa of tho 
ewitoa «M found that the throat ae&arared t| iaobea* Whoa the 
switch was olooed the switch polat was about oaô fouybfc Inch fyua 
tao rail. 80 otatod that tho oignal aaiataiaer add that ho had 
exaalaed tho owitoh tao preceding day* and that aa openias of cue-
ûaatar of aa Iaob *ould operate taa autoaatio clonals* fbe road-

waeter otatod, however, that a ooaah had aooa derailed on tha 
©witch tloo aad dragged bads through tho ewltoh, caaaia® slight 
£aaa«e to It, aad aafeing tho oaitea poiab ataad opes* It a aaa 
stood oa tho bridlo rod* tho switch polat uoutd eloae tight agaiaat 
tho rail. 

Thia aooidont ms oauaod by traia fart or Oler&aea op«a-» 
lag tho north packing tmak switch when traia So* fi©B m& aithia a 
vary abort aietaaoe of tha awitoa* elloalag that traia to oator 
the pasoiag track aad to collide with traia SO* Md* So alalia 
that be did not loots the o^itob aaea to olocod it after bio traia 
had booked la oa tho paaaia® teuuk* «ad although ho denied baying 
opeaed It oo traia Wo* iOS approached, tao eagiacasca of that train, 
and tbo flraaaa of train $0* £Sd* abate that they caw hia run to 
tho avitoh aad opea it* the oridoaoa further indicated that traia 
Ho* ton waa aot derailed until taa eelXiaion oooarred, aad the 
awitoh therefore auat bay© been opened ia order ta allow tho train 
to eater tha passing traek* 

tcaaburg la tbe regular aoobiag polat of thoao two treiaa, 
It helag tbo cuatost, *hei* both mm am tiae, for train So* Sfd to 
bold tbe mala Xiao and for 'froia tmm Oiarbcoa to open tho owitcb 
for the parpooc of &llmim tr^ia Ha* EOS to cater tho paellas 



treefe* go hod aeon deiag this ̂  *oa* time* end 1* to p i s m « 
that ebon nearly to th* awit*b to asaaaatarilr forgot that hi* e®& 
train wa# oa tao passing traok oat ran to tao **i*oh aad ogeaod it 
to allow traia So* £ 0 § to oator tao nosaiag traaJs* aa it was tao 
eastern for it to do nader ordinary eondltion** 

train tfortor ttaimmea aad been aa^loyod as saol siaoo 
*aiy* 19@o« aad tad a olosr rseord* Ho oas thoroughly familiar 
with his duties* ehion amoraosd tao giving of oaaistaaoo in son* 
asotioa vita tao handling of tho train* snob as tho plete&m m or 
sotting oat of oars, tha handling of seitehe** ebe** sad ho m a 
oonsld̂ rod by tho other mentors of tho ore* of traia Ho* iSd to 
he a relish!* men* 


