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UimonAtlLUU T O COaJJISBIOHEn M C C H O R D 
relative to acoldent em th© Illinois Central Railroad, 

January 22, 1912. 
Draft submitted by the Chiof inspector of Safety Appliances 

L\$ a biisi3 for th© report of the Coamiasion. 

On Jjinu..ry 22, 1912, tho Illinois Central Railroad 
r«s orted hy telegru^h & raur-ond collision occurring early 
thnt raorning at .Unnundy, 111,, between south-bound trains 
**G8» 3 and 25. Inspectors Jon«>s and Starbird were instructed 
to uake an investigation. Later on In the day, I was advised 
that a public investigation was to he held at Clupjapaign, II.., 
*nd was Invited to have & representative present. Previous to 
this I had m^da arrangements to join in the investigation. This 
investigation was conducted hy a Bo^rd of Inquiry nmde uo Of 
four Illinois Central n&ilre,»d officials, Mr. J* B*rry, Chief 
Engineer, Chicagof Rock Ialund k Pacific Holiday, Prof, W 'f. F. 
Goss, L^an College of Engineering, University of Illinois, and 
\«r« G. ?ltton&er of Centralis, 111. At this investigation 
questions aero also asked by representatives of tha Illinois 
Railroad and Warehouse Costmi salon and tha Inspectors of the 
Interstate Conierce Coarslssion. This Investigation developed 
the? following featss 

Tritin No, 25 loft Chicago, 111,, at 5*50 ?• 3J-, January 
21, Tor Hew Orleans, and at th© time of tho accident w&s 



In charge of Engineaan Strode and Conductor Brainard* This 
train consisted of one siail cur, one baggage ear, one compart­
ment ear, two coaches and C, H. I* & P. bug ins? 3 3 ear Ho. 1902; 
all of rtael construction with the exception of tha business 
car, and hauled by engine No. 2012. According to the train 
sheet, this train passed Edgewood, 111., at 12(10 A. M., being 
56 alnutes late at the fciioe, and at 12» 25 A. M., stopped at 
Xiniaundy to talse water, "fthils train Ho. 25 tfaa at^ndin?; at 
Kl maundy it waa struck by train Ho» 3* 

Train ;Jo. 3 left Chicago, 111*, at 7i00 F. M., January 
21, for ISepy Orleans, ha., and at the tisse of tha accident ima 
in-charge of En&ine&nn Stuart >md Conductor Sewsll. This train 
constated of one baggage car, one parlor aar, one dining ear, 
four sleeping cars and i,n observation car, hauled by engine So. 
1079. Thia train passed Fd&eftoott, according to th© train sheet, 
at I2t20 A, if., and In 10 minutes trr veled 14*31 ralles to Kin-
mundy, at which print it collided with train So. 25. 

This collision cr isc-a tit* ieath of four of the? occu­
pants of the busings car o i tr.Q r^r end of train So, 25, find 
injuries to the en^ine^rm >«o -"Iresum of train No. 3- The other 
aeah<srs of th<» parly in the bisivKss car escaped with minor 
bruises, Hone of the c r.» IJI it her train were derailed with 
th© exception of the bu^inr-^ csr, the greater part of which ̂ aa 
desaoliahed by engine Ho. 1 )7 -mieh vrent through it nearly half 
its length* 

?hl3 division of tiie Illinois Central Railroad, ex-
I 
\ 

tending fro.a Chmapaiun, III., to Centralis, 111., a distance of 



124- relies, is a double track line end there is no block signal 
system of any icind in operation, trains being operated by train 
orders. Approaching Siraaundy froxa the north there are 19 silos 
of stralgnt and pr -ctically level track, and signals can he 
clearly seen at a distance of t«o or three alias, fhe pen stock 
fros which south-hound trains take water is locoted Just north 
of the station* 

Bngine&an Strode of train So, 25, stated th^t hla train 
passed Edgewoad at 12s 12 A. t i . and reached Kinsaimdy at 12*49 
£, While tho f ireaan was on top of the tender attending to 
Hie water, the engineoan descended to th© ground to look over 
his engine, l?hlle he was doiri£ this and before he h< d finished 
looking over on© aide of the engine, the collision occurred. 

Fireman Gilbert of train Ho, 25 stated that tne oolli-
aion occurred while taking water. He stated that he understood 
t h a t there ssas en ordor requiring all trains to take tsr&tw at 
Kinaundy u.nd that it h, d only been issued u few days previously. 

Conductor Urainard of train i f o . 25 stated that his 
train psosed Sd^ewood ^t 12tl2 Am M, and arrived r i t Klnemndy 
at 12s 31 A. t3. When the ato*j was being made Conductor Brained 
opened tiie door of t h e baggage oar in tehich he had been riding 
and saw the fla&iaan i;©t off, ^fter th© stop had been made, he 
saw the headlight of the engine on train Ho, 3 and Juxaped to 
the ground. At Effingh&ai, a station 2̂ .74. stiles north of ̂Cin-
cmndy, it nad been necessary for train No, 25 to flag train 2Jo. 
3 and to delay it for several rainutea while loading mail. The 
crew of train l i e , 25 therefore knew that train Ho, 3 was follo*-
in£ thea, and on this account Conductor Brainard states that after 



leaving Effingham ho told the flagiaan that tha train would 
stop at Kinaundy for tha purpose of taking water and that ha 
would have to look out for train Ho. 3. Conductor Br&ln&rd 
further stated that caution fuseoa had to be used on nearly 
every trip on account of th® proximity of the two trains, and 
that when ha told the flagman to look out for train No, 3 at 
Slnmundy this precaution conveyed to the latter the necessity 
of throwing off a fusee. Conductor Brainard estimated that not 
over one minute elapsed between the time of th© stopping of 
his trfiin and the tisae of the collision. 

Bftggaseaan Perry of train UQ* 25 stated that tfheu 
stopping at Kinaundy he looked out of the door on the east side 
of the bn̂ giice car while the Conductor looked out on the wesst 
side. The conductor told hina that the flagaan had &one back 
on the weflt side ,-snd then Juraped to the ground* The ha.£g«u©raan 
then went over to the wef?t door and saw th© conductor start 
hack. After he hed zonm i f f e o t , however, the conductor 
said thet train Ho, 3 nas ôin>> to strike their train. The 
baggageman at one® jumped !,o tho ,„round, Just after which the 
collision occurred. In hi.i o Union not over a minute or two 
had elapsed between the ti ̂ e of the stopping of the train end 
the tine of the collision. 

Flagman 3roscker i^r^ed that the statements of Con­
ductor Brainard were correct In ^v^ry particular. He added that 
when the stop ma toeing i.f'p *t Kinmindy he WRS in the rear end 
of the laot coach aoxt to t;\& Business ear, and th>fc. he jumped 

I 
to the ground on the ^est aid' before the train had„eoei@ to a 
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stop. He then saw the headlight af train Bo # 3, which appeared 
to he about three-quarters of a mile distant, and at once ran 
hack as fast as he could, swinging hia lanterns. His signals 

( ware answered by the enginesaan. Flagman Broecker further stated 
that his train passed Sd^ewocd at 12tl3 A, M. When he compared 
watches with Conductor Brainard before leaving Chicago, his watch 
was about AO seconds faster than that of the conductor. He did 
not knew that a stop was to be made at KInmundy until told by 
the conductor. Traia "Jo. 25 made schedule tine betrc n Fffing-
han and Kinmundy, and on account of the fact that trains are 
supposed to b© spaced ten minutes apart by operators, Flavian 
Broeciter did not 'enow train .'Jo. 3 was so close to train No, 
25, and therefore tnou*,ht that there was no necessity of throw­
ing off u fusee. He further stated that he examined tao narkerg 
of his tr«in at STfln*jhrun UNCI found then to be burning in a 
sstisf^ctory ciunner. 

Knj;inenan Stuart of train He. 3, stated that he nua 
delayed at 5ffIngh&rc by train ""lo. 25, not leaving there until 
lljf>9 1*. 14 minutes lute. His train passed Fd&ewcod at 
About 12:13 or 12*19 /• and collided with train tfo. 25 at 
IZijZ* The watcn of Enginesan Stuart was In good condition, 
Hrept eorrect tine, and dud bee'i compared with that of the con­
ductor at the beginning of the trip, Englnetsan Stuart stated 
that lie Tfus not flagged antII after he had seen the r«ar ond 
of tr-iin 7Io. 15 e,nd hf.d applied his brakes, at which tiise he 
£-is only a few nundreri feet froa the rear of the train. The 
speed of his train just prior to this tiae was about 50 miles 
per hour. The only ll^ht 3Ben by hia on the rear of train So. " 
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25 was the east marker. At the time he a apposed It was a signal 
governing hack-up Movements on the north-hound track* When he 
could see what it really was, it w^a impossible to avoid the 
collision. When close to No. £5 he s&w an unusual anount of 
steam escaping froa the roar end of the business ear, and thought 
that this hud obscured his view of th® markers. Engine&aa Stuart 
estimated that if he had hud an additional hundred yards, he 
would hav© been able to stop his train in tlawi to avoid the col­
lision. He also stated that if a fusee had been thrown off he 
would undoubtedly nave seien it ia tisia to stop, and that he 
considered the fusee to be the Iwst signal possible when trains 
are operated as on this division of th© Illinois Central Railroad. 
Ho stated that he h«d not 3**»n the bulletin order requiring that 
all tr das sto? at Xinauady *or ffctor, thet he hed not heard hie 
conductor any anything to hit sbnut it, and that he had not in­
tended stopping there. He -cn#m of the order requiring all trains 
to run at <* speed of ten ailcs >er hour through Kinisundy. En^ine-
iaan Stuart further stated tU-t the ,.ir brakes of his train waro 
^orkin^ in a satisfactory AUHIT.'T . nil that he had s&de both sta­
tion and running tests. „fzcr leaving Effingham he supposed 
that train "lOm 2.* wonld si,- :e , s jood tisae as his train would 
tnakg. 

Fireman Vert, of trr.in 'Jo. 3, corroborated the state-
sent of Kn̂ inesjan ,1tuurt th^t only one red light was showing on 
the rear of train Ho, 25, ,nd that the brakes were set before 
the flauaian was seen. lit* ilgo -oat if led that he did not see any 

( 
bulletin at Chajapaî n ra^uirinf, trains to take water_at Kinaundy, 

Conductor Hev?ell stated that at Effingham he told — -



Englnenan Btuart when giving his ft clearance that they could not 
leave until 11*59, ten minutes after So, 25, and that they should 
take water at Klmaundy as usual. After striking train Ho. 25 
Conductor IJewell did not look at his watch u/itll ho reached the 
jround, at which tine It a-us 12*36 A. IT, Fro© this he estimated 
that the acoldent happened about 12*34 A. H« When the train did 
not slovf down as if intending to stop at Kiraaundy, he supposed 
th t the e u R i n e a a n was £ Q l n ^ to take water at Centralis, as is 
often done. 

Operator Schneider John, located at Edgewocd, stated 
tht't tri;in Ho, 2*5 passed his station at 12*10 A, M, and that 
tr«Ln *io. 3 passed at 12:20 A. M» He stated that this wr<9 the 
tljie a a shown by his watch, which might have been a nlnute or 
t-̂ o alow. Ho did not report train Bo, 23 to the dispatcher at 
the tiae It pa3sod his station «s the dispatchers î ore then 
cnanKins tricks, v"h^n train So. 3 passed he reported trains 
this, Z5 a:id 3 together. 

Operator Lesley, located at XI maundy, stated that train 
So, 25 arrived at 12x25 and that train Ho, 3 collided with 
It at 12:30 or 12:31 A, M, His statements of the ti^e were based 
upon tap station clock. 

Fniinemm Saucer, of a north-bound extra freight train 
which WHS standing at Kinraundy &t tha tisae of the arrival of 
train lo, A5f stated tht.t his train arrived there at 12:2a A, 14., 
that the brf-.keajen had nearly finished looking over the train, 
that he hi'd taken water and looked hi a engine over, and was about 
ready to start out, at which tlse train So, 25 reached the station, 
He estimated th t there was a difference of six or seven raiantas 
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between the time of his arrival and the tiiae of the arrival of 
train So. 25. 

kn previously stated, no block signals ere in use on 
this division of the Illinois Central B&ilre&d. In all, there 
are 23 stations at which train orders ean he received and de­
livered. Of this number only two are continuously operated; 
5 others are operated at night only, while the remaining 16 
&re day offices. Th® tacveiaent of trains is unrestricted except 
at open telegraph offices. At these points trains going in tha 
ssEae direction ar^ required by tit?© e&rd rule to be spacsd ten 
minute apart. This syat^m of operation affords protection in 
the Uiiaodlutft vicinity of o j®n tele&ra^h offices, but on ac­
count of the long distances existing at night between open of­
fices, a fast train is ^ble to c>ten up with a train moving at 
a slower rate of speed. On t.vLs division at the present time 7 
passenger trains are operated diily in each direction, aside fro-a 
the freight trains, hoth scheduled .nd extra. During the year 
1911, the average daily novaaent o? -ruffle wss nearly 23 trains 
ia each direction, or nearly on*? tr»Un par hour. Traffic of 
this density would sema to w.rr^nt tha Installation of some ade­
quate fora of block signil system, tn this connection it siay he 
stated that the installation of 17.26 ailas of automatic hloeic 
signals at different points on this division has been authorised, 
and the signals will a^on bo in operation. 

On the 'second ni, ht ^fter th© accident, for the bene­
fit of the various lnvostis -tint, hodies, a speeia;î br**ln was 

f 1 

fliude up at Chaiapai^n for the purpose of following train Ho, 25 

and observing the exact physical conditions prevailing. Thts -



train proceeded to Edgewooci, and there welted until train No. 
25 had passed. Five minutes afterwards the special train left 
Edaewood end followed train 11a. 25 to XInamndy* It was found 
that the color of the markers on the rear and of train Ho. 25 
could be seen at a distance of about 3 railes, while the markers 
could be distinguished frosi each other at a distance of two alias. 
The weather conditions were similar to thooe prevailing upon 
the night of the accident, and a little sterna wes escaping from 
the last car of train Ho. 25. There Is no way, however, of 
definitely determining how aueh ate&sa was escaping fros the last 
ear of train Tio. 25 on tno nl^ht of tha accident. 

Aa will be seen froia the statements of the various em­
ployee a involved, there li sozne question as to the tioc of the 
accident and the tla© each train passed Bdgesvood, The operator 
at Fdgesood states thht train No. 25 passed his station at 12:ID 
Am Um and fchEft tr<sin So. 3 passed at 12*20 Am as shosn by 
nis watch, which ho says aay have been a minute or two slow. 
The conductor, en£im»an and fla^aan of So. 25 all Fi^ree that 
thoy passed Edgewood at 12:12 A , 34., as aho%n by their ratches, 
which were carefully coopared before starting out on the trip. 
For this rear.cn we think train So. 25 passed Edgewood at 12:12 
A. M., and undoubtedly -nade schedule tiae, &a stated by the train 
crew, arriving at Kinaundy «tt 12*29 A, M. Train No. 3* being 
hauled by ranch larger and aore powerful locomotive, could 
proceed at a f^st^r rat<* of speed. Tills train passed Bdgewood 
at 12:19 A. anO collided with Ho. 25 at Kinraundy at 12:32 

or 12:33 A. M. 
Soth Conductor Brainard and Flagaaa Sroecicar knew~ 

http://rear.cn
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that train Ho. 3 was closely following their train and that it 
must he flagged when stopping to take water* Leaving Sffinghaai, 
Conductor Brainard should not have gone forward to ride in tha 
baggage car after collecting tickets, but should have remained 
in one of ths r«ar coaches in order to see that hie train was 
properly protected. Flugatan Broectaer had fusees, both yellow 
and red, and should liuv© thrown one off his train when approach­
ing Kinmundy. 

Enginenan Stuart Knew that his train was only 10 min­
utes behind train Ko. 25 when leaving Effingham, and knew that 
he wns making better tine. He also knew that there was an in­
terlocking plant at Kinaundy, the signals of which sight he 
«gainst his (at the tirae or the accident the distant signal was 
at caution), and that by bulletin order he was required to re­
duce the speed of his train to ten miles per hour while ^sslng 
through th® town. En/, ineaim Stu&rt also lenew that it w&a one 
of the few telegraph offices tQ.it o jen all night at which trains 
^era required to be SJ<JCM t*»n ainutos apart. All of the so cir-
eumtances should have ssade .im extremely cautious in approach­
ing this station. H\d his tr^m sapre&ched this station under 
control, thia accident could u^acubtedly have been avoided. 

This accident w^s cruscu by the failure of Flagmen 
Broecker to properly protect his train. Conductor Brsinard Is 
equally responsible for 10t knowing that his train was properly 
protected. A contribatin; c,.u*je was the failure of Engineiaao 
Stuart to control the ŝ eetf of hie train so as not to exceed 
a speed of l'J alias per hour while passing through Klnmundy and 
to comply with the bulletin order requiring the taking of water" 

http://tQ.it
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lt t Klnmundy* An additional contributing cause was the failure 
of Operator SchneiderJohn to hold train Ho. 3 at Edgewood until 
10 minutes aft«r the passing of train So* 25* 

As a preventive of accidents of this character an 
adequate block signal systea should b© installed. That the 
officials of the Illinois Central Railroad realize the protec­
tion afforded by hloclc signals is evidenced by the testimony of 
Vice-President Park In connection with recent rate cases, in 
which Mr* Park stated that perhaps above all others, the greatest 
factor for safety Is the automatic block signal. By way of 
illustration he stated tfa>t during the previous year there hnd 
been 73 accidents on the* line of the Illinois Central Bailroad 
and that only five of thera occurred within block signal limits, 
four of these being due to defects in equipment. Of the 68 col­
lisions occurring outside of clock signal Halts, there were 
19 head-on collisions, 25 renr-end collisions, 19 aide collisions 
and 5 crossing collisions, liv. Park testified that all of these 
accident3 would have been prevented had automatic block sig­
nals been in use. 

Bespeotfully submitted, 

Chief Inopeetor of 
Safety Appliances. 


