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Bay 17, 1914,
In AR INVESTICGATION OF AQCIDENT ON THE
ILLINOYE QENTRAL RAILROAD,
April 21, 1913,

On April 21 there was g rear-end cuvllision between Lwo
freight traine on the Illinols Central Rallrosd at Iowa Falls,
Ya. This acoldent ssuaed the death of three live astock
earetakers and the injury of one fireman,

Thie acnlident was reported by Selegraph on tha dsy follow.
ing 1ts ceourrence. After investigation the Chisf Inepector
of Bafety Applisnces reports as followss

Eant-bounéd frelght train saoond Ro,. €2, oconalsted of 468
sarg of live atodk and a caboocse, drawn by engine No. 901,
The %zain war in charge of Gonduetor BEarrett and Enginenman
Zoehmler, Train second o, 82 left Fort Dodge, Ia., at 12110
P, ¥,, passed Alden, the first Yelegraph station west of Iowa
Palls at 2139 P, H., and at 2153 P, M. gtopped at Jowa Falla
for eosl and water. %hen tha atep was sade the oshoone wgns
sbout gne mile inglde of the yard 1imlt board, Joon effter 1%
had ocomep to a stop 1% was atruck by traln Ne. 62,

East-bound Lreight train Ho, 52 gonsisted of 2¢ oars of
stock, 19 aars of meat and merchandise, and a sabooss, all
equipped ¥ith aly brakes, Thie trein wae in charge of
Jonduotor Bentz, with Enginewman Alger in aharge of the first
engine, Ho. 14, snd Enginenan Fllekenger in sharge of the
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gecond engine, YHo. 543, Traln Fo, B2 left Fopd nadge at 12:80
. %., and pasassd Alden nt 2:88 P, H., colliding with the rear
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end of sesond Wo, 62 eight minutes afterwarde. The distance
from Alden %o the point of $he accident ix 6-1/2 miles, I%
tharefors appears that this train traveled tlils Gistance at
zn average speed of 49 wmiles per houpy, It wae probably going
et & speed of from L6 to 20 siles per houpr st the Sime of
the vollision.

Both of the engines of train No. 62 were derslled and
anneiderably dsmaged, while one oeboose andt €welve sare were
more or less Badly damaged. There were 1l live stook asare-
takere rlding in the osbogea of traln sesond Ho, 62, 8 of
whon Jumped in %ime %o avold injury,

Thia acllision oocurred nesr the middle of a four degrae
surve lezning towsrd the left. Joming in%o Jowa Falls there
is & descending grade for east-bound traine of one«half per
eent, @ntil within a few hundred feet of the point of the
agcident, where there ls a sllight asoending grade. On acscount
of aeveral houses loeated on tShe inagide of the eurve the view
of appronching east-bound znpine arewe g reatricted to a
distznoe of about 1,000 feef. No blosk signals are in usge,
tralns being operated by mesns of #rain ordere, while all
traing are required %o be spaged 10 minutes apart at open
telograph offices,

Yhen trsin Ho, 62 reasched Iows Falls no first olsas
traina were dus, and, being inside the yard limltas, the cone-
duetor wend %o the telegraph offles tararﬂnra{rh1§e the

(
flagmen bLeosne engaged in cooling hot Journals'gnd repairing

an sir hoge, thup affording no flzgeing protmetion to the train,
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Thia was in scoordances with Bule Ho. 93 of thes Illinote
Jentral book of rules, which reads ag followsg

w93 thin rard limite tht nain track mpy bDe used,
pratecting ', firat ¢

. 4 ' ,{gnd gxtras, muat
Radn :i:ﬁé“iiﬂiﬁe:*:fzmm‘:1:::15’: frians the
Conduator Beatz, of Sraln No, 0§73, stated that all of the

ears on his traln were squipped with air drakes, and that they

verea axgmined at Fort Dodge and found % he all right., Two
gtope ware mads between Fort Dadge and Iowa Falla, and the
brokes worked properly in eash inatance. He estlimated the
spaed of the traln to have baen gbout 35 miles per hour vwhen
the first applloation of the brakes wae¢ Rade, west of the yard
1imiy board. Thia appliecation redussd the speed of the train
to abaut 20 siles per hour, whiech spesd wan mslntaelned until
the emergency appliex%lon of the brakes wae made, He estimated
that hie traln ran about 10 or 12 anr lengths after the sher-
genoy applloation was made.

Bead Brakemsn Bagan, of train No, &2, stated Tthst he was
riding on the fireman's side of the leeding engline. At no
time 414 he see any smoke indloating that there was a traln
shsad. He saw the caboose of sscond Ho. @2 when about 18 or
20 oar lengths dilstant end oslled the enginemsn‘s attention te
1t, snd the engineman maid, "All pight.® He estimated the
speed at this time to be aboul 20 miles per hour. The train
then seemed to glow up scme~hat., Ay the time he/ngppogad that
it would etop without soliliding »ith she train LBEgd. He
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stated that She smergency brakes were applied tﬁnn abkoul
ton oar lengths dlstent, Juat after which he Jumped.

Engineman ¥liokenger stated that Engineaan Alger was in
shargé of the aipr brakea. When smeking the stope betwesn
Fort Dodge and Yowa Falls, the brakes worked all right, Going
into Jows Palls the Wrokes wers applied at about the yard
1121t hoprd and in his astimation reducsed the spsed of the
train %o ahout 18 miles per hour, He 4id not notice the
sevond applicetion of the brakes. He estimated She snesd %o
hRove been ghout 38 mileas per hour shen the yard linit board
wae reached. In his opinion the eooident was osused either
by mlgjudgment of spead or braking power, He 414 not think
that the speed going ints Iowa Falle waa anything unusual
and gupposed that the englneman on the leading engine hsd €he
train ynder contirol.

Fireman Burng, of engine No. 14, stated that he saw the
taboose of spcond o, 82 when coming around the ourve an
which thet traln waa atanding. He thought $he Srailn was about
half a mile Alstant, Firesman bBurns etated that he and the
head brekeman both onlled the engineman's attention so 1%,
the brakeman doing so first. The englneman at once spplisd
the emergency brases. When he £ira% saw the train shead
FPirsman Burne 4id no$ think there would bs a eollislon, but
after the esmergency brrkes wers applisd Re saw tht 1% was
inevigable and jumped., He atated that hetween Fort Dodge
and lowa Palls he had acen the smoke of train sgoond Ho. €2,

wut 41d no$§ knaw how olore his train was to 1%,



wBer

Engineman Alger statad thut the traln was ingpsotaed
before leaving Fort PDodge and the air Lrakes were found to
be in satisfactory condition. He alao atated thut the two
stops made between Part Dodgs sand Iowas Falls wars mnde withous
trouble, He reduced the apeesd o about 16 wiles per hour
going into Jowa Falle, and Just sfter paasing the alight
surve beyond the yard Itzit board the speed began to inersase.
He thought at the time that elither al) of the alr was not
epplled oy thet the brakea were not working., A% this tize
gouecns geld that & Srain wag ashead and hs 2t once applisd
the smergensy brakes, He stated that sthe speed of his train
wag about I& mllee per hour when he shut off stesn and made
the initial apnlication of the zir Draksg, about three.quertsrs
of g mile west of the point of the assident. The further state.
mend was made Thet She 21r pump on his engine worked very
rapldly, indlesting thet there was a leak somevhare in tho
train line, Enginesan Alger furthsar elalmed tho¥% 1f the
breakes had worked properly he would have hean able %o aton
the frain w1th an emergency applisation, after hls attention
wea 6slled %o the train shead, in time %o have avolded the
accident,

The recorde of the sompeny show $hat all the esployser
iavolved in this soecident weres experisnced men with good
recoris. HNone af them had been on duty in vialation of the
provigions af the Hours of Servios law and all grﬁghem had

)

had the fequirad amount of reat befora reporting for duty
on thia day.
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‘!’hil astident was gaueed by ‘ﬁ: t;ulmi eé‘ gm
Alger, 3n ahargs of the leading sngime of train Mo, 82, %o
properly sontrel the spend of his train within yard limits.

in this avsldent tho engineman of the leading engine
had no¥ hesn over this part of the division, between Fory
Dodge and Iowa Fol 1¢, for sevsersl monthe, while the englneman
of the gscond enging ran regularly over this division, The
engineman on %the leading engine was Ain oharge of the air
brakee. Thoes brakes were lnspedtied befure leaving Fort
Padge and were found to ne all right, and no tTrouble waa
sxperisnded with them when making €wo stops bHetween Forts Dodge
and Iowa Falle, ¥hen the brakes were spplied coming down ths
h1l} 4nto Jows Falla, i% was evidantly expected that the ape
rlication male was sufficient to bring the train under econtrol.
It la evident, howsvor, that Enginemsn Alger 414 not eorrsatly
estimate Yhe apeed of hig train, and the heavy trsin and
deseending grade undoubtedly agpravated the sffsats of this
miedake, The view of the araw of the sedond engine was more
or lasgs restristed by the smoke and atear from the first engine,
whils She train orew riding in the eabosse were abeut 8,000
feot behind the snginss and could not see the train ahead,
svaen after the nollision. This zpkes it sppesr %o be don.
olusive that the matter of the observance of mia No, §3 of
the book of Mules rested largely with Engineman Alger. This
train was saveral houra late at the time. Undoubtzdly tle
desire %t gwt this stook train o the Yerminal an a8

possible partly asocunted for the spead sl whieh 16 was
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ﬂﬂaiﬂé Ewhen goming int%o Yows Falls. Notwithatanding thie
faet Wors remained the necessity of camplying with the
requivements of rule No. 3. Hoth englnemen, as wall as the
sonduator, knew when they passed e yard 1imit board and
alao that thers was s four-degres surve jJust aheed of their
traing they xnew that the visw at this polnt Ls obatruated

to & oonsiderables axtent by houses lodated on the inalde of
this curve. This belng She game, when Enginemsn Alger failed
properly te reduce the spaed of he trdn to suoh an extent
that 4t mas under ¢ontrol within Shess yard 1imits, slther
E;tginﬁm Fliokenger or Yonductor Bents { who eould have used
the gaonduotor's valve In the oabooes) should have applied
the air brakes and thuas bréagh‘é the train under csontrol.



