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in ro Investigaticn of seeident which oc-
curred on the Iliinois Oentral Raile
roed pesy Efringhew, Il1,, on
Saptenbar 8§, 18186,

On Beptewber &, 1614, there wes a hoad-end eollie
sion detwesn Two freight trains on the I1linois Central
Reilrosd near Effinghew, T1l,, whioh resulied in the decth
of one employee, After inventigetion of thiz scciden?t the
Chief of the Division of Safety reports as follows:

This part of the Illinodis Centrel Bailroad 13 &
eingie trask line; trains ars opsreted by timgetable and train
orders, the only black aygter in use arfording protection Tor
fbllauing noverents, Anproashing the polnt of aesldant Srowm
the scuth there is & eurve of 7 degroes leading to bths righb,
about 700 feet in length, s 3=-dogres curve to the lefi, 700
feet in longth, fellowed b o 8-degree survs to the vight 2nd
then 150 fest of tengemt to the nt of agcident, Approsoh-
ing from the north the treck is tansent Tor sbout 1,500 foeot,
With the exoeption of short stretohes of lovsl track the grode
is demeending for morthbdound troins, verying fros 1 Lo 2€,

On sosount of hille oovorod with brush and trese, loeated juast
south of the point of sesident, the vigion of the englne corews
of the two trains wap obscured until they wers within about
200 or 800 feet of each othex,

Southbhound extra 95° conslsted of 27 cora and a
oaboure, in charge of Conductor Sohoenberg ond Prginersn Dup~
l1rp, At Newtom, £5.83 miles fror Effinghem, the orvew i
eharge received, Aamong others, & copy of trelrn order Ho. 41,
reading as follows!

®Ho. three fifty six 556 Eng. 917 mset oxtra
952 south at Effingham.”

The train left Newtom at 5.208 p.m., paszed Dieterleh, the lest
open telegreph office, 10.6 miles §rum Ef?iashamgﬁa% 825 paxtey
andé at about T.00 peme sollided with train Ho. 388 at & polns
about three-guarters of g wmile north of LfTiagham,

Northbound trelin Ho, 284 oocmmicted of 35 osrs and a
oaboose, heauled by looomptive 917, and was ip charge of Cone
Quetor Herris sod Engineman Clayton, It arrived at Effinghsn
at sbout 8,20 pa.r., at which point deven traln orders were ro-
ceived, among them train order No. 358, reading ss follows:

RExtra 952 south has right over No. three Iifty
alx 356 Eng. 917 Newton to Wheeler.%

The orew nlso redeived a copy of train order No, 41, whioch pro-
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vided that strein Mo, 358 would meet extra 982 at FLr

thls order having the effoot of superseding tralu oxder Hy. I8.
Train No., 306 left 2fTinghen 81 GoBE veme, 8nd collided with
axtra 952 while ruanlag af & snecd of sbout 2% miles a&n hour,

Botl: loconptives wers guite dbadly demeged, bwult reo~
wajoed upright, vhlle several sars im trein Fo. 358 were doe
stroysd,

Confuotor Harrlse, of trelin Hn. O08, cteted that when
uls traln serived et Effjagham et 6.20 p.xs he wepr in & hurry
%0 reach hisz home in Palestins, B4 ulles from Effiughem, be-
fore he hed Lesn on Auty 16 Lewrs, in order to avoid dsing
‘icd ap Y cunwy polint on dke romd, the Il8=hour lixit expiring
u% 1e45 Dems Ooal apd water were teken at Effingbam and two
cars wore meb out, He steted iLhat waen he went for his oriers
e co6d them over as fast as he could, slimed then epnd returned
tuen o the opesmrbor Loy the nurpese of having them made eomw
vigte. Mo roglstored snd then the operttor geve hin & nmerage
reading as fuliowst

"Il netesgary, yeduse Sraln 80 e8 tc rnake Peless
tine for 30T ."

Train Wo. 303 i8 a southbdound pesaseuger truin due to leave
Palestine &t 9.37 p.ra  Aftoer getting thirz menpoze he put the
regirter ehoetk ou It, instead of using btianke whioch sxre wro=
vided Tor the rurpose. Comdupitor Harris steted that the only
treins he was thinking about meesting were trains ¥os. 967 and
298, Fe klso ssld thel L he vroed trein order o, 41, snd

ho wes sure he (ld, he wwad 1t ap providisg for hisz trelin b0
raet traln Ho. 992 instead of extrs $062, and the register
shov-ad that traip Jo. @862, a8 well as traln Ho. 967, had ar-
rived at Zffingham aavar&i,hwuxﬂ previously., After sattinf
his ordere ouvmplete he ren buck to the loeowotive, boupded i,
and said: “"Lot'se ro0." Yo then hapded the orders to the ene
gloovan, who sterted the train. The emgincmen then resd the
orders to himsel?, aleso the ragister chook, ani than got wp

on the seathox &n& ramarked thrt extrn 952 ked the richt to

the trnok to Yhaeler ovay thelr traim. He stated that hodh
he and the snginowan were undertain as to thelr ovders sné the
enginenan told hip %0 get out the orders and make oeyrtain, and
he read train order ¥No. 38, vhich provided that extra 952 hed
rights over train No, 30 fror Hewton t¢ Wheeler. At that
menent Inginoman Clayton apnlied the alr Brakss An emergency,
ané Conduotor Harrier stated that he looked ahead, amw the ap~
proaching train and Jurped from the loeomotive, Condustor Hare
rig further stated that wheh he reed over his orders in the
telegraph office he read them very repidly and 4id not imow
whether or not the operator was able to understand him, and the
only explanation he had te offer for the ooourvence of this ao~
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aident vas that he was in a hurry end overlookesd extyre 954,

Inzinopan Claybon steted theb wpen reacy 0 leave
¥ffingher ths eondnetor gave a proceed 2igael Prosn the froat
of the locemptive, ané he &t once started o work stean.

The condvetoy bomrded the locommtive snc handed to hin 2 number
of oréers, and he shut off steam end ant down 05 The deok of
the lecomotive to revad the orders anc examine thae rogistex
check, He veod the order to peet extra V02 al LIfingham,
vhile the rzoister ehnek showed thet traine Hos, 8207 sud 998
hed arrived:. e stated inat there was e evrplicaied lot ol
orders, sowe of which hed eupired, and they were not as glear
&3 they zheuld have besn, and he sskod the conductor to¢ read
them bhaok o nim. He then as.zd the eonduecior about Lhe reest
xith sxtra e av Lffinghew, apy Qleimad thet Lh2 ocnduetor
inld hip thet oxire 8352 had been met at :4geswood, snginexan
Clerton eisted trat he knew thed ha hed ret an exire &t thas
neint end thet 314 woe henled hy a loocomotive or the P800V
elags, but d4id not see 1ts number. Eagingmaen Olayton also
gtatsd that he sew exdre 968 woen {t wag abouy 2b car langias
Cistant, et whnich time the speed of his traln was bhetween =y
ané 26 milesn an noyr. He =ziso 38ld thst hs wes sure he rpeéad
the orders 1o tue gonductow, puy that hae &id not give wkhex to
the 2ireran,

Head Brakepan Dinmitt, of tredin Ho, 384, stated

that ne was Tiding on the left side of tno locomotive, toat

ko dia not mes the orders and 4id not hear what the snginemean
#aid when ke was reading them, He sald ihat he usuelly read
the orderz wheu the engineman and ecniusior were bhrougs with
toem, Ut tuet in this ease they were dqiscussing the ordexs

&s %the train procasdes. aie Tirsv lnfnrmabicn thet & Srain
hag bYeen owverlooked wss 'vnan he paw the peadiizhy of extra 382,

Phis sooident was caused by the srew of train Moo
356 failiung to obey train ovder No, 4l Yegulring their train
0 meet extra 952 st EfTingher, for whilch Conductor Hayris and
Enginemen Clayton are resvongible, Conduater Harris atated
that he was in a hurry, that he resd She ordsvs ¢n tLs opsrator
in a hurvied manner and did not imow whethor or nnt the onearatoy
eould wmdergtand him, that he shecked tho revister and »old
the spginepan to start the train, entirely overicoking the Zagd
that his trein ahomld waile 2t LfPinghem for evtra 958. Conduo=
Bor Harpin 12 2lzo at favit for hig failure to have ctagineman
Clsyton read the ordere to hir sloud pefure allowing the train
to proeeed, Aesording to Engirersn Clayton's statements, he
inguired of the eonduoctor concsrning erurs 952 after stmrting
hig train, and wms told that 4% had pessed thelyr frain at a
preceding statinn, the conduntor evidently having trein Xo. 992
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on his mind instead of e¢obrn 8bi. Hogardless of this fach,
howerar, th? rogisdar 114 not shoy $het extre 552 had arrived
ab frPindhan, sno kad ke road ovsye his orders $4 the odpduotior
heTore @sarding, the solouctorts error undoubtedly would have
veon discovared,

Uorduoctor Harrie enbored the ampvice in 1908 as a
brovemur, and in 1906 »an »rowoten to condustors cnglbersn
Slavton antered wne seavvice sy @ firenan in 1902, and in 1206
498 aromotad o mpainswel. The reearis of both off thess mey

vars mood,

Unndnohor Harels and wpelineran Ulayton laft Prlevtine,
AN rauds ko Ceantralia, ab .58 wua., and wore off Auty st Cone
tralia for 3 houwrs . 15 minutez. The redurm S2in ©ror Volie
wralia to Paleating gag sbarred el 1,45 o.m., 30 thet &t Lo
tu e nf menilant thope men hed Poes gr duty on sgrTerste of
AWME 42 hours,



