
la re Invest igeticr* of aeeident wsioa oc­
curred on the Illinois Qentral Bail-
road near &ffingh*ifi, 111., on 

September 6, 1916• 

Hailroad near Effingham, 111., whioh resulted in the s"eeth 
of one emolcryee. After investigation of this aoeldent the 
Chief of the Division of Safety reports a» follow 

This pert of the Illinois Central Milroad is a 
single traek lines trains ar^ opereted by tir>e-tablo and train 
orders * the only biooK systeis In w e affording protection for 
following isoveBssata* Approaching the point of aeoi&snt frcaa 
the south there is a eurv« of 7 degrees leading to the right, 
about 700 feet in length, a 3-degree eurve to the left, 7150 
feet in length, followed br a ̂ -degree eurva to the right 
then 150 feet of tangent to the point of aeeident* approach-
ing free the north the traffic is tangent for about 1,500 feat* 
With the exception of $hort stretches of level tr^o& th* grade 
is deeeendlag for northboroS trains, varying frosa 1 to S$* 
On as count of hllis covered with brush and tresa, located just 
south of the point of aeeident, the vision of the engine crews 
of the two trains was obscured until they were within abosrt 
£00 or $00 feet of eaeh other. 

•Southbound extra consisted of 8? ccra m& & 
caboose, la charge of Conductor aehoenberg aid &gine»& Vm*> 
lap* At $e<rt©at rilee fror Bffiagaam, the in 
eherg© received, among other®, a copy of train order H0# 41, 
reading as follows! 

*Ho* tnrea fifty sis 556 &ag. 917 a&et extra 
south at &ffin#&ffi** 

The train left ffewton at 8* £5 p*»%, passed Dietertea, the last 
open telegraph office, 10.6 v&let from Sffliigheoa, at 6*£5 
and at about 7*00 p*is* collided with train So* 3&6 at a point 
about three*Hguarters of a mile north of £fflagbas» 

Northbound train Ho* 2S6 consisted of 35 ears and a 
caboose, hauled by looosaotive 917, and was in charge of Con­
ductor Harris and Bag3nes?an Clayton* It arrived at Effingftaa 
at about 6* SO p*ir*, at which point seven train orders were re* 
oeived, among them train order Ho* 38, reading as follows* 

"Extra 9BZ south has right over tfo« three fifty 
six 356 Eng. 917 Hevton to Wheeler.* 

The orew also reeelved a copy of train order So* 41, which pro-
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vlded that train. He. 356 -would moot extra 952 at Ffftoafeaa, 
this order having the effoot of superceding train order Ho* 38* 
Train Ho* 30$ laft &f finite at 6*55 W*IB-, and eollided with 
astra 952 while running at a s?e«:d of ahout £6 jailes am hour* 

3otL locomotives were quite fcaclly dauaegcd, hut re-
mined upright, while traveral ears in train 0o* were de­
stroyed. 

Conductor Karris, of tr&ln Ho. ,"56, stated that wham 
iiia train arrived at Sff juigbasi at 6*88 p*su he was in a hurry 
to reach his home in Palestine, §4 tdlcs from EffIngham, be­
fore n© has lifesin on duty 16 licurs, in oreler to avoid paing 
tied up at &mw poir*t on tks road, t h e lft~hour limit aspiring 
at 10*45 p#i&. Goal ana w&t&r weî ? ta&en at Effingham and two 
care werw- set out* Ha steted i/uat when he weut for his orders 
h e r̂ ad them over as fact aa he could, aimed the&* end returned 
t^eir. u-o ttfi operator for t&** purpose of having them rad© eons* 
p l o t s * Ha rofslatoved e n d then the oper&ter gsva him a masage 
reading as follows 

*If necessary, rtrfuoe train ao as to n a k a Palaa-
ti&e for 30?«w 

Train So* 503 is a â ttthhuunu p&aeeugar train du« to leave 
Palestine at p*nu after ̂ ettinc tfcl* E e s B a , ^ he .put the 
register eba<& ou it, instead of using "blanks which are nro*» 
vided for tha purpose* Conductor Harris stated that the only 
trains he w a s thinking aoout »acfcln# ware trains Woe* und 

Ha also rs&id that If he rwad trcin order Mo* di, and 
ho W E S ?sur& hw Aid, he road 5% as providing for train to 
root trails Ho. 98& instead of ©ztra COS, and the register 
shoved that train 3o» as well as train Ho. t67, had ar­
rived at Effingham several hours previously* After setting 
his orders complete ha ran back to the locomotive, hoarded it, 
ant*, saids "Lot's go*9 Ura th^n handed the orders to the en* 
ginor^n, wha started the train* The ea£inciaa& than read the 
orders to hiaasalf, also the register chock, and than §ot up 
on the seatnox and remarked thst extra 95£ had the right to 
tho track to wheeler over their train* He i?t©te£ that hotfc 
he and the mxg'nmim were uncertain as to their orders and tha 
enginaiLan told him to get out the orders and sake certain, and 
he read train order So. 38, which providad that extra 902 had 
ri^its over train Ho* 380 froit Hawtcn to Wheeler* At that 
Bsoneut Bn^inches Clayton ap^li®d the air hrckao in e&ergencv, 
and Conductor Harris stated* that he looked ahead, saw the ap­
proaching train and juxped fro& the locomotive* Conductor Bar* 
ris further stated that when he read over his orders in the 
telegraph office he read them vary rapidly and did not know 
whether or not the operator was ahle to understand al&, and the 
only explanation he had to offer for the occurrence of this ao*» 



oidont vs.* that fee wee in a harry and overlooked extra 955s* 
fittgin^Kan Clayton stated that *nen reaay to leave 

Iffiaghar? the conductor gav© a proceed sigA&L fros~ tiie front 
of th& loeosiotive, and he at once started to wssrk steam* 

conductor boerfled the looowtive ana handed to txkpi a amber 
of orders, and he shut off steaet end got down cm the deck of 
the locomotive to rwad the orders ano examine the register 
Check. He res*l the order to seat extra &52 at £ffiugbasi, 
T#ile the register c?>oek shewed that trains Bfos» 99£ 
fcsd arrived* He stated tnat there was a eor̂ iieated lot of 
orders, so&e of which had expired, end they war® not a® clear 
aa they 3hf*ild h**ve hesc, amd he eakod the canauetor to read 
tft?T2 back to nisu he then as.ri.eft the conductor about the iseet 
uith *xtra db£ at tffinghejK., ana olei&ed thet the conductor 
told hir that extra 952 had been 2 ie t at Mgewcod* n̂&ineatan 
Clsyton eteted tret he tew that ha had sret an extra at that 
point sat* tftet it hauled by a locomotive of the " W 1 

ciceg, hut did not see its number* Saginssnan Clayton also 
stated that he saw extxe 96$ v/xien it «&» about 2b car i®ngtes 
distant t at waieh time the speed of his train m a between *j 
ma. Sf* ailee an hour. He ssXao said that he was suit he read 
the orders to tne conductor, out that ha d i d not &ive to 
the firemen* 

B*ad frakesan X>iimitt, of train tfo. &$d, stated 
that he was rising on the left aide of tne locomotive, tnat 
he din not see the orders a n d did not h&ar whst the s&gi&amsn 
said when he TO© reading thwai* He s a i d that he usually read 
the orders v*heu the enginessati mart, eonauctor wer& through ̂ ith 
tnea., but taat in this ease th&y were aiscusaing the orders 
e$ the train proeesdeu• die firsts inforaua felon that a train 
h«<s been ov«rlooke£ wss *?nen he saw the headlignt of extra $5£« 

This accident wag eauaed by the crew of train Ho* 
&$6 failing to obey train order No. 41 requiring their train 
to weet extra at $rflnghe®* for which Conductor Harris and 
Ea®in*w_n Clayton are responsible. Conductor Harris stated 
that h e was in a hurryf that ho read the orders to the operator ii a hurris*! wanner did sot know whether or not the operator 
eonl* understand Mm* that he chocked tha register and told 
the enginewn to start the train, entirely overlooking the fact 
that his train stoould welt at ̂ ffinghem for ertre Conduo-
tor Harris is also at fault for his failure to have j£ngins»an 
Clayton read the orders to h i F aloud before allowing the tntia 
to proceed. Accord leg to '̂ ginerjjn Clayton*s statements, be 
inquired of th® mmrtuotor eons*mia^ extra 952 after starting 
his train, end wns told that It h a d passed their train at a 
preceding station, the conductor evidently having train Ho. 99£ 
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on tils n$M& instead of extra 95^. Rsgardleaa of tnis fast, 
aowrar, th*5 r-^j«^,- 'H* not ^ow t,h tt s*tr& $52 arrived 
at ^fflnghan, ron ,Hno an r^a ov«r His orders to the oonditotor 
bafora starting:, th«i soaeuasor* # error undoubtedly would have 
%«on 4isoowr*d» 

Uon^uotor Harris antor̂ d ^wrvioa 1905 as a 
ora-<©man, «nfl In 1906 wae» ̂ rcsLOtau to oonduetor* ^oglnamti 
C lay ton oAtftrwt t,.je s # n * v t a t firaeî n In 19f**£, and in 1905 
vris nroroWi to fjuf/in ^©oorda of tooth of thase masi 
•vara good* 

Onnductor KarrS a nutf T̂v?in«rten ciaytoa laft iial«'3rtiaa, 
*>n rtmfca to Camtralia, it suw, t and wore oi*f <vty at 0e#* tralla fm» 9 hou*»« aiu. lb rtout^s* The return, tr5n fsw* '/«>tw 
r^lia t«*» ̂ *l*at«n*» ̂ s Starr.©'* et 1.45 p,rt,, so ttv.,t at t:,r-
tx, «% at asci'V̂ i* th*as ̂ ©n >u*d boo* or dutj* an aggregate of 
flwit IS hour** 


