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Septes*** If 181&# 
bailment on the Illinois Central Kailro&<3 near Oourtlandf 
Jttly IS* 191S# 

On July 13 p 191Cf there a &erail8anft oa too Illinois 
Central 'Sailroad nosr Courtland, Klas«# reciting in the injury 
of 1? passengers end 1 aecftion man* After Investigation into 
tna nature aa3 aauea ;f thia aaoideat* t beg to auttait tli© 
following report* 

Train Ho* 3» fcnowa as tli© "Panam Limited*, w&m between Um-ghint Term., and Urn? Orleans* ta* tb© date of th& aooident 
it m® tattled by engine Ko# 1061* &m consisted of one mail ear* 
on© baggage oar, combination oar* one d&y eoaon, &m o&air 
ear, on© dining carf tferee Pullman alaeptajg mm on© observa­
tion ear* train w»a In nbarg* of conductor King and ©ngintsaan 
Law* and mte duo st Gourtland at Hi31 a.m,f ftut it w @ about % 
hours and- 13 iaijiut@G Into* Xt win darallsti &/& of a till® north 
of fcalo point at Xt4M p# eu 

Tha thro© Pullman care? tha observation ca^ ̂ @ro derailed, 
tearing up th® track fos? about 500 feet* ?«at before ovoaaing 
a tre^tlo IS foe* blgii the second end tbiM Pullman ears and tii© 
observation oar plunfioa &ov,*s a IB foot affitantesant on tbe east aidle 
of tsn© track* th® Pullman o ̂ r n̂ xfe tc t!t© dining a&r was draggad 
aeraaa t&@ trestle axu thon broke loo^©* plugging dQ~m tb» fill* 
All four derailed oar"1) tuzticJ ov©r and o$n© to iraat lying on their 
left aides* 

Engine So* 1Q©1 ia of &&e Paeifio typo* wi&fe trailer trucks* 
ana ̂ ei£n* fls ton©* Six oi* uiic crs or all steel construe** 
tionf %h® (lining and Pullrui a«ara being o* woodon construction 
wita noiwtelaaoocing ssds* 

Tftis BiTisiom of the XlliJK>l3 Central is a elngle traols line mmxtng aortte and aouth* rr^lns ara operated under train order 
system, train o-rdcra being br^a-Kitted by telegraph snd teltsptoone 
and train order boar-Is boing used to apace trains ton jainutao 
Vart at oA?<m telegrapa offices* 

3?fte track was laid with 7£-lb# vailat 30 feet long* sia^le-aptod, on traatea pine a m oak tsiest tba majoflty of the ties being pin©» Tba track voa insuffioieatly ballasted and pporly 
sjalja6alsi&<l# and a larg® nu tber af tigs In fehia violnity were da-
oayod* A seetlon ore-/ viee at "/ork on thai track at thia ,olat, 
lining it up ©n4 patting in ballast* Aa train Wo# 3 a^proaobed 
no « m l a g wia ^ifon to th** en^inagaan of a dangeroua oc-ad it ion of 
tuo t res ok; and no slow orders ̂ ;aa be<*n Issued an,1, t^ow "--©re no 
apa®a restrictions oov r'l̂ g &blo electa of tracks ( ) 

From Bateovill^j, a a tea tion about S mllea noî th of tsljere tha_ 
darallment aoanrred0 tLore Is in aaoen^in^ ®rado of ona per s©nt 
for a diaifanae of about rdleaj thon tfcera is a imwl atsretob 



for about one-half taile, and them a daesoandlng grade of one per 
aeat for about a stile to point where the aosidsat eoourrM* At 
that place tba traok ia straight and the view la unobstructed* 

Engintemsa taw stated bla first fcuowXedge of any trouble was 
when- tbe brafces woro appliedi bo attributed this to a buratad air 
feosej looking back be saw flying dust and then knew southing was 
wrong# The engine ̂ ag working ft-team, tba tbrotfclo being only 
partly oj?on, and bo tbougHt th* train was running at about 40 or 
45 miles par hour* Ho saw aootlon man at woifc but no eaution sig­
nals wwra displayed* ami tha traok appeared to bo in @sod condi­
tion as be noted no Joltn in $assing oirar it* Ke saw no tools 
lying on or near tba track. After tba aeaident bo oar̂ ainod tba 
tracfe and train but found nothing that wuld in&leats tho eauoo 
of the derailment* His imnrosaion *m& tbat tbe traok has bue&ted 
under tho train* 

Firman Gilbert stated that tba first indication lie fead of 
an aselisat *,suo tfbon th© brakes -#©re allied and tho signal whistle 
was blown. He* thought this was eausod by a burstod air boo©* As 
tba train approaches lbs plaoo of tbe dar&ilmont So sa*,> sen moving 
off from tba traok ahead, witb shorels and fnlofeo In their Mnds, 
$he train rode aesootlily asd th© ©a$tao passed the men* Tb& engine 
was 'working a li^tls staam and bo thought tba tr^in was running at 
a s^eed of about 40 miieo pox hour* 

Cenduetor King stated tbat bo was sitting in tho front end 
of Jinwy tba sixth mw fwra th^ angina t and tbe first bo Smow of 
anything wrong was tbs dining oar swnng to tbe *«ro3t?mrd> thm 
tba train parted and tbo air br&fees were applied* Ha looftod out 
the rear ef the diner and san- tbo Salman oars turning of or* Tbo 
train ran about 700 feat aftar parting* Ho ©sttoted tha speed 
io ba about 40 ralles 501* hour* Ha made an examination of &ba 
train and traok ana oot/ld find- not bins ̂ bioh night tare ©auaed 
tba derailment* So attributed tho dearllaaoat to tho extras© 
beat; th© tor&^erature was SB to 100 degrees and a© thought tba 
beat >ad caused tbe traok to buotele* After tho aeal&ost, at th© 
south and of tb« bridge* &e s~n* a track-jac& wbloh looked m 
though it bed been run o?er„ tbo steti being nrofeoa off# 

Sostion forssa&n Bartafield stated bo bad charge &f roadway 
between Sataavilo and Sourtland. a distanoo of © miles* Ho was 
putting in ballast» pulling joints* and straightening traofe at 
the laoe where the acaidoat occurred and «as standing about three 
rail lengths? north of tha ;ioint ̂ fcore the oars were derailed. On 
account of scant b-illast Ho had so difficulty ia lining trsofc vdtb 
four rsen# ties being osibedded in tha ballast only about bnlf 
their de?tbt an« BO bad difficulty in fimlia® ballaot to fill in 
with at this x̂ oiat* Bo did not notioo any volling/Of tbo train 
as it appx,oa(3bodt and fea stuv no part of the train ô uiimioat tbat 
mi$ dragging* g@ tb<nxgbr< tbo train was running Rt1 aJjout §0 sdlss 
par bour* ^b©ra -voro no signals diaplayofl retiring low sspoad* 
IU stated this flection - w « laid with 7S-lb* steel rails^ union* 



_w . In * W &la«e*# W # mm&m jm& ^ I w l M p I ^ • 
R » W T ia THE ends* JFEAAP ties mi$^^^&k^Pm ***** 

tbore were seven OR eight d e w e d tie* TO the wtts,, lie had O*» 
1 "• Ues to jot la end *]»«• IE ̂ UfiM in the, tnmefc as opportunity 

GNFEATATTEL* So BAD dnse tJ?2IE!C~Ja©& In use ts&ile repairing toll} 
>IM,7 section o# fcos^myt it last *i» U-SED on ttis bridge* After the 

{ , AOOIDENT BO AS$R thie jeofc ̂ TH STEM BEA*T* he&G broken, GAJL lfttoh 
v.. gonoj end B# $f TBE OPINION THAT LYING on. TBE $?«mmd It 

«we etruefe BY one of THO derailed gwrn* Ke el#e GFTTR n LINING bar 
&RO£$ED ««eusd e SOT of TSRUEFC® off APO« mm gff t&* ears? 

Z&Vr '| but fee did set believe th*t this BAR EOULD tew* oeused. tt»* &e* 

JSeetion LABORER 3ohnaon STATED THST he m® assisting in 
LINING up traefc NORTH OF BRIDGE eteS issam gsj* turned over* 
«SIN$ $ toels-^iiek «T THI# sate* & used TBE t r a s ^ a ^ Xasft 
NT ABOUT TH© $&iasl$ of THO BRIDGE* w i aftervmrda esrriM U to 
the SORTB END OF TBE BRID^o AND LAID it on THO greuM ABOUT four 
feet txtm THE TR&EFE# fte et&NDTNG on THE m$% SIDE of THE 
TRAOK NEMR THO BRIDGE WHILE THE train w&g poealug, on4 STRUCK 
by it DERAILED tallttsn oar. 

SUPERVISOR i&wr STATED h$ OYER this $t&m of T̂ aofe THO 
gr̂ EOITING DAR# B« ORDERED the SEOTLON FOREMA TO wank on 
the to# ^ERO DERSIXSM&NFC OSONRR«D# SO DID not THIOLS* h w ^ o r , 
tbet the TROOSR ST thf*t PLAOO WMS IN bad #NO«^ eonditloa TO ro» 
sjuirs TRAINS TO bo RUA OVOSR l% OT REDUCED ETEODB 3fa bla opinion, 
THE tr̂ iott DID NOT BUOKLO; HO TBOÛ TOT the twain ptttusk SEETHING 
on the rdlls* 

Th© broken TM©lf*|A«K S» j THO LINING bar EROUM 
THE truok: ©f ONE OF the DERAILED OARS HAW been 8»GG@&TM m 
possible SSNAES OF TH# derailment* B-UT S# THO soot ion FOREIMN 
and hi A HEIFERS STATO-d that THO TRAEK«J&OLE had T&®m nleoed ABOUT 
four feet FROM THO ir-efc OT THE end @f THO bridge* ai? th* 
ORNGIAOMSS saw NOTHING ON THE TR&©& THE engine « M flrat SIS 
oar® VIVE SOT dftrttll«d9 there CAN BO little doubt THAT THE tvagb> Â̂ fe WAS SOT In USE ST THÎ J TIAOT and IT £0 sot belle'rad TU*B THO DERAILMENT WAS ©*iû OI! BY TOOIA ia u^e OR l̂ ING on TBE trao&# 

While it 1^ IM-FOSBLBLE to ESTABLISH TSDTH osrtalnty TH@ osttaeo 
of THIS derailm0&TT IT is beliered that THO tr«tok STRUOTURE Ŵ R 
iDttdeî iiat* TO ottfipovt this heavy TRAIN running at high s&eed* 

• '• J ?he FIIEN in OBARGO of THIS trmo^ were well aimr* ot th« tm% thnt 
^ THE rsilg were OWM* ̂ ONY *I®8 wero DEOAYED «nd THE traefe &t this 
k |?ls.oo NOT ^ro^erly b.-sliaflt«4S m4 It 1» believed TBE seetloa 

for@a»a EXEROISED -OOOR JUD^AT IA NOT displaying ONUTLON SIGNALS 
fwr nf̂ REAOHIAG TRAINS \iix*m ssorlt was BEING DONE en traok IN tbi* 

FHIO INVESTIGATION AL̂ O LOADS TO THE eo«elueta*t..tbat ttot 
GONEROL oondltion of TRSOK IN this vioiaity mm eueb H W FEENVY 
trains OOULD sot be run ever IT enfel/ ST SIIGB si>eed« FHE tranesr 
su^erviwor HAD AMSSSTLY B&SN OVER THIS seotlon sad »ES familiar 



wish It* eoMitlem* etaa^ a m file* feed fees* dftŝ *ieitt%4 tad 
$LftA* fea<l fetea »«4e for laying 8&r rails t&rouglio^t fcfcis *e«tioi&# 
tfatil ti&s wo*k of repairing or refr*diaiag tfc* tpioH sad toeea OOSK 
plot041 speed restrietioss s!joul<t &sv* ©e©s* sstaelisfte^ by the 
reilroftft eestpasy* 

m$$B are to&sn to ascertain tho- ii&it of opood at 
tsfeicto trains eost bo ssifely operator tttt&er existing conditions 
oaa to provide em e4«ngmite mergta feefcstea tbto llssit of safety 
ma t&s teigtat e p s 4 ^conlttoft or attained sooiaoBts of tbi* 
©toaster may bo espeoteS. ta ooour. 

Q&ief Investor of 
Safety Apolts&oes* 


