. Noe %3
Bepteubar B, 1917,
Derailment on the Illinols Oentral Rallrowd near Qourtland,
Mlsse, July 12, 1912,

On July 12, 1812, there was s dersilument on the Illincls
Gentral Rallroad neny Uourtland, Mloze, resulting In the injury
of 17 pesaengers end 1 seobion man. After investigation inte
the nature and amuse ¥ this asoident, I beg to submit the

following reporte

Train Noe 3, kaoem as the "Panapms Lismited®, runs bobtween
Mempbia, Tenn., and Now Orleans, La. On the dale of the mocident

1% was bhauled by englae Bo, 1081, and consisted of one moall ear,
one bagoage oar, one cunbipaticn our, ons day oonell, one ¢haly
ear, one dining ony, thrae Pulloen gleepling cars gnd one ohasrva-
tion care The train was in charge of donduaetor Elng nnd englneman
Lovw, and wed duo ab Courbland at 11lidl adtey 0% 4% wus aboub 2
hoturg wnd 15 minutes late, It woo derallsd 3/4 of & nile north

of thip point ab L4085 n. 2

Tha three Fullman gzreg and the choePvatlon eny were derailled,
tearing up the Lrack for about 50O foet. Just befors ¢rosuing
& trestle 19 foel high She scoond and thied Pullmen ears and the
abrepvetion car plungod dovam 2 18 foob enbankrent o the engt aide
of the tracke The Pullman o:x next to the dinlng car wne dragged
aoroas the treatle anl then broke lovse, plunglag dowm the £11l.
212 7Tour derniled care tuinod over and ouke to rest lying on their

left sidea.

¥ngine No. 1081 19 of bXhe Pocific type, wisth twaller truoke,
and velghe 94 tonm. Six of the gore sore of all stesl eccnsirug~
tion, the dining and Pullrw a4ced belng oF wosden songtruetion

wish nonetelesecoing ando,

This Division of the I1llinols Camtral 1o & eingle tynok line
ramning norsh and south, JIralns are operabted under train srder
asysten, train orders beling tran.nitted By telegruph and telophone
apd tradn orier boarim being uced to apage tralng ten minutes
8,ard at opon bolegraph ofTigos,.

The track was lald with 70-1%. ralla, 30 foet long, single-
gpiked, on tranted sine ant cak tles, Ghe malority of tﬁe tilen
baing pine. The frack was insuffiolently ballanted and poorly
naintaiged, and a large nu ber of tiea Iin thla vieinity weps ds~
cayed, 4 sectlon orew vms st work on the track ab thia .ofant,
lining 1% up and utting i{n ballast. Aa train Nos § approasched
no warning was glven %o the ensipnomen ef g dangerous ocwndition of
the truock; anl fo alow orders a3 beon lasged an’ feve wore no
gperd reatrictlons oov ring ihis Hieco of tracks | f/)

Fron Bateaville, 2 siabtion aboub % miles noydd of where the
dersilkent cgeuvrraed, tiors iz 0 sacending grade of one per oonl
for o dlstanse of about 3% miles; Shon Shero iz a lovel strefoh



{2}

for ebout one~hall mile, and then & damosnding grade ef one pey
nsent for about a4 mile %0 poiat where tha acoident goourred, AL
that plaes the traok s strolght and the view &g unohstiuated.

Engimenan Law giated his first knowledge of any trouble weus
when the brakes wore apyplied; he atiributed this to o Bureted eir
doze; looking back he saw flying Jdush and then knew gonetiing wag
wrongs The ongine wos warking ohoam, the throttles belng only
gartly open, ond ke Sthoughi the traln = runnipg at aboud 40 ox
45 milsg peor houre He gav acotion nen abk work but ao ssution elg-
nals wers displayed, and the teack appedred to Be in good cundl«
ticn as he nodad po Jolts iu peseing over it He saw no tools
lying on or neonr ¢he track, After the accldent he oxamiined the
track and trein but found nothing thad would indicato the sause
of the derailments BEip impreosalon wap that the Srack had Wuoklaed

nnder the traine

Flreman Gilbert statod thabt the first indlcotion le had of

an agolisnt wao whon the brakee ware applied enl the signad whistle
weg blown. Ho thought this was easused by & Wurastes alr hose, Asg
the train approached the plaoce of the dorailment ve san men moving
off from the track ahend, wisth ashovels and pplekn in thelir hands,
The train rode smpathly amd She engine pasged the men. The engline
wogs working o 1ivtle oterm and Le thoyght the train wos running ald
8 speed of aboub 40 milas por hours

Conuetor Eing abated that he was aittiang in the front end
of linew, the eixth euy Irom the englne, amd the flrad he knew of
anything wyong was when the Jdining cay swung %o the wastwmyd; them
the train parted and the aly bxakes were sppliied. He looksd out
she resy of the diner and s&ry the Pullman ears turning overs The
train rap shout 700 fest aftor parting. He estinaled the speod
o bBa aboud 40 miles por hour. He mode an oxaminetion of bLhe
traln snd track and eovld find sothing hich wight bave cauased
tho derailment. He ebiribvuted the dearilment to the exbrune
haat; the torpersiure was 98 to 100 degrees and he bhought the
Mot ad caused bthe trsck to Buckles, After the scoidend, at the
gouth end of the hridge, he s.aw a trauck-jack whioh loocke:l as
though it bhad been rua over, the stem helog Broken off,

Beotion foremsn Hapinfield stated he bad gharge of roadway
betweon Batesvile and Qourtland, & distance of 8 miles. Eo wasm
putting in ballast, pulling joinbs, and straightening treck st
the lage where the acceldent vecurred and wag standing about three
rail longihe north of Lhe soint whore the oara wore dersiled, On
nocount of sonnd byllashk he had 8o 4Aiffionily i3 lining trsek with
four meny oe tles beling embedded in the dallast anly sboud half
thedr danth, an. bo had 4ifrisulty in finding daliagt to 111 in
wish at shis points HBe 413 not noticoe any rolling of tho train
as 1% apovoached, and ke gaw no vart of tho traln ermipment thas
wny drogzing. Hg thoughs tho trein was running ab about 59 milsg
per bour, Fhers were me signale dlaplayet reulring low speods
Ho stated this seeslon ms leid wish 75-1h. stesl ruils, which,
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T werd wplit in tho enda, Kany tiep “fém sanel

s “Ho nad pew

fhure weru gevon o eight deeaysd tien o tho Full,
tlos to Mt iz and these le pldced in the teack aas :fm»&unzw
presentiele flo had ore track-jock in uee shile fopaleing thiy
sagsion af maﬁmgg i% lash wom usad on the bridges After the
anoident he ewy this Jeok with stem denty bead broken, awi lateh
gone} and he wia of the opinfon that while lyisg on 'ﬁﬁﬁ greund 1t
was sUrvel by one of the dwrailed tars, He elso saw b lianing bap
wrapsed around B sot of tmmeke off frogs ane of the Jderafisd curs;
hrgg ke 412 not boileve that this bar couvid kave gansed the Go-
*500%e J

Bretion laborer Jolnsun gbated Shst he wap agsisting in
tining wp truek morth of brd ebaat shese ourd turned over,
walng & Gracke-jaek 43 this go s s used the trael-~jack lashk
at sbout the widils of Sha hridge, 8l sftervapds carried 1v
ths nordh end of the bridge and lald 1% on tho grouvnd abkould four
fent from tde truck.e He wos sbanding on the sant slde of the
track neay tho Bridge while fhe train was pasaing, snd was pirudk
by & deratled Fullemsn gers

Supesyloor Konr sdated he sug over thls pless of Grack She
proceding day, st be ordered the zeotion foremay to work on
the Sreck wheve dewaiiment coourreds Hs 414 sot think, however,
thed the traek et $huy plase was in Bal anough sondision Lo ro-
quire trains o be runm over 1t ad raduced ap In his npisfon,
thoa traok did not buokls; he Sbousght the train struck suetbing

~en the railss

The Brokem Lraok-iaeck and tiho lining ber wrapped around
the truelt of one of Hhe derailed carg lave beon estad A
pespible sauzes of the dersiloend, Bat ay the geallion foranan
and blz helpsrs staded Shab the tzrocke-Jluck Bad Bean placed about
fouy foot from the tr.ok st the end of the deddge, snd as the
anginemsn saw nobthing on the trazek aal the engind snd first six
says were ot derailel, thare con be little doubt thai the tradke
Sack way not in uUme at this tlms, =nd it 48 not Bellewsd 4uab the
derailment wus ouuged by tools in vaze or Yying on the traok.

While 15 1o Smpoanidle o eatadllish with esrbalnby the gause
of this derailmont, 3% iz belleved thnt the Syack stucture wag
Isadecguate to suprord thls hoavy traln ruoning at high apeed.
The nmen in charge of this traock were well aware o6f %ha fael thad
the paile »ero wuyy, many itloe were degayed snd Ghe traok st this
plage wer nob properly bBallimoted; and 4% 1z belioved the szeatien
torematy sxerolzed poor Julgpwnd In not displaying emuticn signels
foy apyyrosehing trzinms vhrn work was belng dene om trook in thle

e cothn 4

Thia invessigation alzo leads %o the gonpl ot the
gaeral condition ef frack in this 7iolnily was such that heavy
traing aould not be run over 1t onfely st high apecidy, The truck
surervizor had yosenkly heont over this secttion end wag fonillar
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wish itar uamiuam m ey ﬁn had hm Mﬂﬁutm ga&

planz had boeen dade for laying ner ralls throughimt thls section,
Unell this work of yepairing or rebullding the tresk hsd heoen oot
pletel, spsod restriciicns ahould lave boon ertablished by the
rallrpad sonpanys

Unlesy ateps ave fakon o aposptain the lindt of sysed at
vhicl tzzing ol Yo gafely operatod under sxlatisg nunditions
and to provide an edeguate nergis betwgen thie limit of gafety
anil the highest apesd permltted or attalsed, m::idanss of shie
character nay be expeocted o OGoUTS

Begpeotfully eutusitted,

Chief Inspactior of
Batwty gzryltamaea;



