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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN 
RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED 
ON THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD AT CHICAGO, 
ILL., ON MARCH 3, 1926. 

April 6, 1926 

To the Commission: 

On March 3, 1926, there was a head-end 
collision "between an Illinois Central passenger 
train and a Mchig&n Central express train on the 
tracks of the Illinois Central Railroad at Chicago, 
111., which resulted in the death of 1 passenger 
and 3 employees, and the injury of 6 passengers 
and 10 employees. This accident was investigated 
in conjunction with representatives of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on the Chicago 

Terminal Division, which extends between Randolph 
Street, Chicago, and Richton, 111., a distance of 
29.03 miles. From Randolph Street southward to 
67th Street tower there are eight tracks; Bouth 
of 67th Street tower there are six tracks, over 
which trains are operated by time-table, train 
orders, and an automatic block-signal system. 
From west to east the tracks are numbered 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, and 6, tracks 1 and £ being used for 
local suburban trains, tracks 3 and 4 for through 
passenger trains, and tracks 5 and 6 for express 
suburban trains; the even-numbered tracks are for 
northbound trains and the odd-numbered tracks are 
for southbound trains. Extending southward from 
a point opposite 67ih Street tower, track 5 runs 
parallel vith track 4 for a distance of approxi­
mately 950 feet and then loses its identity, 
curving to the right and forming a junction with 
tracks 4, 3, 2, and 1 by means of double-slip 
crossover switches, this being a temporary 



arrangement made necessary by reason of reconstrac-
tion and development work. The interlocking machines 
which operate these switches and the signals govern-
in- the use thereof, arc located in the 67th Street 
tower. The accident occurred about the ruddle of 
the double-slip switch which connects tracks 5 and 
4, located 1,066 feet south of 67th Street tower. 
Aporoachmg this point from u D t b e r direction on 
track 4 tho track is tangent for more than 1 mile; 
approaching" from the. north on track 5 the grade 
is undulating, due to duvelo^mcnt work, it is as­
cending from v short distance south of 67th Street 
to the point of accident. 

The si^naJs involved are of the color-
light encloscd-diok type, southbound signals 74, 
43 and 112, governing movements on track 5, are 
located £.140 feet, 1,078 feet, and 317 feet, 
respectively, north of the point of accidont. 
The top disk on each of thesu signals is equipped 
with three lenses, for the purpose of displaying 
rod, yellow or green indications, signal 74, 
however, is the only one which displays a green 
indication, this being the case when the route 
is lined for a movement across tracks 4, 3 and 
2 to track 1 and r'hen at tho same time signals 
43 and H Z are displaying a yellov- indication. 
The top disks of signals 43 and 112 also govern 
the sam^ route, and, as previously indicated, 
display only two indications, red or yellow; 
signal 112, being the last oi the signals govern­
ing tho route to track 1, also governs as far as 
the first automatic signal on that track. Signals 
74 and 43 are loccted on signal bridges, while 
signal 112 is located on a mast placed on the 
east side of track 5. 

Appioachmg from tho south on track 4, 
automatic sigiO 4-21 is locrted 5,24^ feet south 
of home signal HI and serve3 as the distant sig­
nal for the epproach of a northbound train to the 
interlocking pit-at- Signal 81 is simili r to 
signcls 43 rnd 112 in its arrcnge.iwnt and is 
locrted on the e st side of track 4 rt a point 
728 feet south of tho center of the double-slip 
switch on wnich the accident occurred, the indica­
tion displayed from tho top dj.sk of thie signal 
governs movements through the interlocking plcnt 
on track 4 as f^r as the next signal, north of 
the point where the rccident occurred. 

Northbound signal 81 and southbound sig­
nal 112 are mechrnically locked so that both can 

http://dj.sk


-3-

not be reversed. A test mc do after the accident 
indicated that with the r o t a t e lined for a movement 
from trrck 5 across trecks 4, 3 and 2 to track 1 
and v̂ ith signal 112 m the dorr position, it 
would tcke one minute and s^v^n seconds aftor 
placing signal 112 at stop to change the r o u t G for 
a straight movement northbound on trrck 4 and clear 
signal 81; of this time, 54 seconds \ ere repaired 
for tho operation of the timo rck-r.so. A similar 
check v:ith conditions r^v^rscd showed thrt it 
would t̂  ke 1 minute and 5 seconds to pl^ce signal 
81 in the stop position and clear signal 112 T tho 
tuie r e l u C 3 3 consuming 5b seconds of this time. 

It farthur appeared that the trrck cir­
cuit arrangement is such that as soon as a north­
bound train on track 4 hed prssod signal 81 it 
automatically holds signal 112 in the stop posi­
tion, while as soon as c southbound tram has 
passed signal 112 it automatic?lly holds signal 
81 in the stop position. 

The verthcr was clear at the time of the 
accident, which occurred et rbout 12.30 a. m. 

Description 
Southbound Illinois Central passenger 

train No, 653 consisted of four suburban coaches, 
all of vooden construction, hauled by engine 1433, 
and Y i a s m charge of Conductor Benjamin and Engine-
man Touin. It left Randolph Street station rt 
11.59 p. m., March 2nd, on time, prssed signrl 74 
displaying a yellou indication and stopped ^t 
67th Street plotform at 12.28 a. m. , March 3rd. 
After a stop of about one minute the tram de-
prrted, passed signal 43, -vhich was displaying a 
crution iniicrtion, passed signrl 112, which \es 
displaying a stop indication, and vhile traveling 
rt a spc^d ustim_tod to have been t bout 15 miles 
an hour collidel with Lichig?n Central express 
train X27 at the junction of tracks 5 and 4. 

Northbound Michigan Central express 
tram X27 consisted of 11 express cars and 1 
coach, he uled by engine 8330, and ras m charge 
of Conductor Bayles and Engmeman Chapman. It 
entered upon Illinois Central track 4 at Kensing­
ton, about 6 miles south of tho point of accident, 
at 12.18 a. m., passed signals 4-21 and 81, both 
of v;hich -,ero displaying clorr indications, rnd 
collided with train No. 653 while traveling at 
a speed estiinrtcd to have be^n betv.een 15 and 
20 miles an hour. 



Both engines were derailed to the oast 
of track 4 and came to rest in an upright position, 
locked together. The first corch in trnn Ho. 653 
wrs practically demolished vhile the second coach 
v,as b^dly damaged, Nono of the cars in tram X27 
was derriled and only two of them were slightly 
damaged* The employees killed ware the conduc­
tor and fireman of train No* 653, and another 
employee not on duty at the'timo -who was riding 
on train No, 653. 

Summery of evidence 
Engircmtn Tobm, of Illinois Central 

train No, 653, said signrl 74 wrs displaying v 
caution mdicrtion v.hen his train passed it and 
thrt after stepping at 67th Street about one 
minute his train proceeded, posing signal 43 
which vrs also displaying a ccution indication. 
He said th"t as his train approached signal 112 
his fireman called "middle yellov" and that he 
personally st-v the indication and it wrs as 
strtod by tho fireman. He srid he also observed 
that tho rrils w^re lined for th<j crossover move­
ment towards track 1. The headlight on his en­
gine was burning brightly and he srid h^ saw tho 
opposing tram in time to apply the air brakes 
on his trnn before the- impact of tho collision. 
He further sti ted that the w^rther vas clear and 
that no difficulty was experienced in observing 
Signal indications. 

Flrgman Groth, of tro iii No. 653, strted 
that after leaving the platform u t 67th Street ho 
was riding on the loft side cf the train end v.hen 
about 10 car-lengths distant from signal 112 he 
observed thrt all three lights of that signal 
were displaying red or stop indications, and 
thinking the tr: m vas going to stop, he preprred 
to go b' ck to rjrotect the r^cr of his tram, but 
while pessing through the rerr cor ch oho collision 
occurred. Fir grim Groth thought the speed of his 
train at the time of tho accident was about 15 
miles an hour. 

Tov.erman Nitschie, v,ho was on duty m 
67th Street tower at the timo of the accident, 
stated th^t train No. 653 received caution in­
dications at signals 74 and 43 end a stop indica­
tion at signrl 112. The route through the inter­
locking plant had been lined for the Michigan 
Central express tram on track 4 before train 
No. 653 left the 67th Street platform and this 
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roate had not been changed. Observing thrt train 
Ho. 653 V 7 c s running at c rather high rate of speed 
to stop at signal 11S, he v.atched the Indicator 
and rhen that train passed the signal In stop 
position, he v.ent to the telephone to notify the 
dispatcher of the accident which he knew¥.s cer­
tain to occur, ^overman Nitschio said he had a 
cleer view of signcl 112 and was positive that 
thrt signal in stop position when passed by 
train Uo. 653. To,ermanTs Helper Cunningham and 
Signal Mf intcmcr Shea, rho v.uro rlso in the tower 
at the time, corroborated the toverman's state­
ments. 

Traveling Engineer Rogerscn, of the 
Illinois Central Railrocd, stated that h^ arrived 
ct the scene of the accident rbcut one hoar after 
it occurred. From his inspection of the couipment 
he snd it appeared that the collision hrd been 
almost head-on, occurring on the frog as the 
Illinois Central engine was straightening cut on 
trrck 4. Ho srid the trailer truck and the tunder 
wheels of tho Michigan Central engine v.erc stand­
ing on track 4 and wore not headed toward track 5. 
Roadmaster Desmond, of the Illinois Central R n l -
road, inspected the track shortly after the acoi-
dent and said he found tho switches lined for 
track 4. 

r 
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General .Foremen of Signal Construction 
Soott, of the Illinois Contra1 Railroad, made a 
careful examination and test of the signal appara­
tus of the 67th Street interlocking plant after 
the rccidont and found that the signals V i o r e work­
ing properly and in perfect condition. 

Engmeman Chapman, of Uichigcn Central 
train X£7, statel that he received cle^r indica­
tions at all signals after p a r s i n g Kensington 
until he arrived at tho signal just south of Grand 
Crossing, approximately 1 mile south of 67th 
Street, where a caution indicrtion v.as received. 
Speed was reduced to pbout 35 m i l e 3 an hour and 
as he could seo at thar, time that the signals at 
6 7th Street were set against him he further re­
duced speed to about 15 miles an hour. Tho sig­
nals at the interlocking plant then changed to 
ecution and then cleared and speed was increased. 
He could see all the signals at the interlocking 
plant and observed that the route was lined for 
a high-spo^d movement on track 4. He also saw 
the headlight of the Illinois Central train but 
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did not realise that it \ 7 a s moving oat on track 4 
until it was too late to stop his own train. Ee 
said he did have time, however, to apply the air 
brakes and reduce the speed of his own tram io 
about 15 miles on hour before the collision oc­
curred. The statements of the fireman and other 
members of the crew of the Michigan Oczitral nain 
brought out no additional facts of importance. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused by th^ failure 

of Engineman £obi>i, of tram No, 655, properly to 
observe and obey signal indications. 

Engineman Tobin stated that signal 112 
mdicatud that th^ route was lined for a movement 
from track 5 to track 1 and that he also saw that 
the rails w^re lined for such a movement. All the 
evidence, however, was to the contrary; tho flag­
man of his own train and three men in the tower 
saw the signal displaying a stop indication, 
while the arrangement of the interlocking plant 
was such that he could not possibly have received 
a clear indication. 

All the employees involved were ex­
perienced men, and at the time of the accident 
none of them had been on duty in violation of any 
of the provisions of the hours of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. P. BORLAND 

Director 


