
Ia r* Xawtigation of aa aaaldaat whlem 
occurred oa taa Xlllnoie 0«mbr*i t a i l -
read a**r Caorakoe. Xoaat oa 

9%tf i o , i n * . 

August i?» m » # 

ta Inly l§* l t l * t tbar* was o bead-end collision 
between taa pm******* traia* on taa Xlliuoi* Central hail* 
rand aaar Cherokee, Zmm* resulting ta tba death af aa* 
employee eai tb* injury af thirty~ecw*a paeeeager* aaa 
five employees, as a yaamlt af aa ia*e**igntloa af taia 
aeeideat, tb* Ohief of tb* Division of safety submits tb* 
following report! 

The accident occurred oa tb* Ofe*r©k** District af 
tb* Xlilaol* G*atr*i naliroad, tbia district *xamn*l*i from 
fort »©*#*» Xa.* to aioua 0 | t y . Xa*, a disteaoe of 1 » ailae* 
Xa tb* wleialty of tb* note* of accident tb* railroad la a 
elagle traok liaa operated by a tai*pboa* diapateblaf system* 
a* form of block signal* being use*, fa* track in* tbia 
rieinlty la amid witb fa-pound rails* m fact in length, witb 
1* tiaa to tb* rail length, aoma t i* plate* b*iag uaad, ana 
tb* ball*** bates af gravel, 8® isebaa la dapbh* 

fb* accident occurred approximately mmm mile* m&% 
af Cberok** aad Ul/t alia* mm af Omawm tommtm* tb* polat 
af *eeld*ai am* oa * Si-foot f i l l , at about tb* midAla af a 
atretah af taageat traak S,400 fact In length, and on a gymd* 
a f Approximately ana par cent* ameeeadlag for westbound train** 
tb* grade baiag nearly faur ail** in length and tb* p a i c t af 
accident bates *pprasiiiateiy 1,600 feet from tbe f a * * of tb* 
grad*. fram either dlreatiom approaching th* t*m««a* am 
wblah tb* coillaiom occurred thara ar* three-degree mmm 
toward tho acuta, tb* ana ta th* east feeing 000 feet in length 
amd tm* on* to t i* meet 7S0 feet in length, fbe riew waa oh* 
struct** by high bank* on th* north aid* of tbe track on both 
eurvee, the vieiom af an eagiae crew, approaching from *ltb*r 
direction, b*ia§ Halted practically u n t i l the point of ten* 
gent wa* reached* At th* tin* of tb* accident tbe weather 
'*** clear and tha sun waa shining* 

tm train* involved ia tbie accidaat war* westbound 
local paeeeagar train So. s a , eaaaictiag af l**amotl**9 bag* 
a*g* **r and two coaches, cm rout* from Fart Be*** to Sloan 
City, with Conductor fyndal and Sagiaewsa foam in charge* and 
oaatbouad pa*eeas«v train So* id* known as tb* Obicaga Im* 
proa*, coaeiatiai of iaaoaotiv*, postal a*r, h*#gage car, two 
eomche*, and a parlor car, -em rant* fram Sloun Olty to 



Omleege, with eemefoeeg* Stagent and Bngiaeejaa O'Seil ia 
ebsrge. f 1th taa exception of tha wooden baggage ear ia 
train So* d819 a l l taa aara In thean tralaa wara af atael 
construction. 

Train Ba* 631 left Fart fiedgo at d*0* a* su, seven 
alautes lata t aad at dareUa, a station about air alien east 
of the point of accident* the following order* He* IS, waa 
yeeeivedt 

to* sixteen (Id) engine 1013 aaet So, aim thirty 
one engine ltd3 at Onawa function* 

Gnaw* Junction le the regular meeting point for tbaa* 
two trains* aad while aa erder elaller te this was issued 
nearly every day, the purpose ef tbe order on this date was ta 
half train ao* i l l which, being lete, weald here bean enable 
ta nana the regular meeting point with train an* 16, a trala 
superior by direction. 

Train Be* 681 left Aurelde at d*ld a. a*, nine aioutee 
lata, aad eelllded with traia He* l i abeat one aad one-half 
milea east ef Onawa Junction at about a* n* Sisgiaemna 
fedd etmted tbat tha traia was running about SO mile* an 
hour whaa be first aaw traia ao* Id* aad at the time of the 
coll ision the apeed bad beea reduced ta about It or i i mile* 
per hour* 

Traia So* id left Steam Oity at ©*ii a. au, oa time* 
aad errired et Cherokee on tluep at 6*10 a* m* Cherokee 
1* a reeiateriiig rtatiea for #11 train*, the off lee ef tba 
traia dispatcher being located ea the second fleer or the 
station building* At Oberebee trala orders ere not delivered 
through the medium ef aa operator but are delivered direct 
ta the conductor by the trala dispatcher ea duty* f gea 
arrival, Conductor aagent registered bla train, aad traia 
Dispatcher tasa who wa* ea duty at tha tics* gave bin a 
clearance card stating tbat there were ne orders fer bla 
traia* fraam le* l i left OberoKee at 8* IB a* m*, aad bad 
reduced speed te about three or fear milee per hour when the 
eelUciem occurred* 

The iKpae t ef the collision derailed the rear truck* 
ef the tender in train He* d§l$ the water taaa left tbe 
tender frame aad telescoped the baggage car, destroying tbe 
superstructure of tbe baggage ear for about tea feat at tbe 
head end, aad It waa la tbl* ear tbat the fatality occurred* 
fh* other equipment in the two trains sustained comparatively 
slight damage* 

tae lavestlgatiea dleeleeed tbat ea th* date of ta* 
aeeideat tiapatemer teee, who was meriting the fire* trick from 



8.00 a* m. to 4.00 p, m M erriweO at ta* off!** at ?»©* a* »*, 
and afaortly afterward* aee*ftad ta* regular treasfar af 
ordera aat executed at taa mm of relief. this traa*fer 
nana* bmea previously s c a r e d by lH*n*t*m*e* ft'leaiy, the 
third tries: aaa. Tha &*pab#ii*r9* traia order book show* 
that after I>lapatehe* 0*I»**ty had eatered tha traaafar aad 
eigmed th* mm§ whioh ma prior to eight a 1cloak, ha itemed 
araar ho* ift f receiving tb* camplet* from murwlia at ?.am a* a* 

.H»a*t*h*r 0U.e*xy atated that at tho tin* th* tram** 
far waa heiag mm aad after Blapatebar Ease made referent* 
notation* on tha body of tba transfer oppaalt* the order 
nmsbera, ba diaeu&sed with Hiapatabor See* tb* nove&cnt of 
aaa* of th* traia* aa th* want aad of tba distr ict , and b* 
aleo aalied special attention to order ia* 10* to alaa 
atated tbat ntepatcher fee* waa within three ar four feet of 
him wham th* ari*r waa ieeued* that h« laid tb* ?analfeld copies 
of tb* order doom by tbo traia .•hoot* emd tbat wbaa he left 
th* of flee et about 0*0$ a* a* ba baliewed tbat Sigp*t*h*r 
lea* rally under*toed th* situation. 

Tbe reaorde anew tbat boforo tb* accident occurred 
©icpataaer Base had *ada aattt** in tb* order book of two 
oth*r ordera barlag baea eompleted* an th* aam* p*g* and dlreet* 
ly b*iow th* entry of ard*r am* 10* Mepateher lea* stated 
tbat b* could not aoaoumb in any way for his failur* to aa* 
order So. IS in tb* order book* nor far hi* failure to da* 
l iver tbat order ta th* ooaduotor of train ik»» 1* when h* 
aam* In to register hi* train* except that tbo matter mnmt 
have eiaply clipped hi* mind* So stated tbat ha did aot 
arrive at the offloo tbat morning natli nearly eight o*clocks 
being a saw sen, ha was anxious to relieve Dispatcher Ofl.eary 
aa quickly aa pamaibl*, and b« did not aake a proper em* 
emlantlon of tha raaorda* Sa aaid there waa nothing uauemal 
in aoaaeetlon with tbe iraaafar, and wbil* a* did aat recall 
any dlacuccion with Blapatabar 0*l.eary, relative to train 
aov*saeats or any particular orders, he did aot blame any oao 
except himself for the accident. He atated that he carefully 
cheeked over th* transfer of ordera and properly acted tbo 
name, bat be fall** to aotlaa tb* entry of order ita* 10 which 
immedlatelf fallowed th* transfer} b* did aot see order Bo* 10 
until after tb* accident had occurred* and when a* looked 
far it than ba found It at tba bottom of a bunch of orders* 

Tbia accident me eauaed by tbe failure of Dispatcher 
Base, who was on duty ®t 0beyek*e, to deliver to train Ho* 10 
cyder a*. 1ft which fined th* meeting point between teat train 
tad traia So* mi at Oaaw* inaction* 

talc So* 064 af tee *p«*lel rales for traia dispatch­
er* irovid** in pert aa follow** 



Relieving dispatcher should report far duty 
fifteen mlaute* before tb* hour set fer hi* te 
Ĥ̂aŵJJSŜS ^^re^i^k-^R^^eJf 4jne$>̂& ê̂ ê »̂ 3̂f''@ ê̂ ^̂ fĉ m̂ ĵ  «R̂ ^̂ K̂̂ t3̂ ^̂ te*ê Rve5̂ '̂ ^e^^JBSev^^^i'^P 

with outstanding orders and the position ef train*, 
before commencing work* 

©iepatcher who 1* te be relieved mnet make * 
written tr*n*f*r in ink in hi* order-boo**: of ell 
emtetaadlng order*, indioaiag eueh br their auntdr* 
emlyi end furalah the renewing dispatcher nil ether 
neee*»«ry infoxmetlon* Relieving dispatcher met care* 
fully reed eueh eider* *• are trnaeferred to him, 
ebeeking tb* number ef eaoh in th* •transfer*» and then 
•tin eueh transfer* 

Diepateher mm abated tbat tbe reaeon be w*» lata 
in arriving at the o m e e en tea morning of the aeeideat 
wa* beaauae ba waa compelled to wait at a physician* a o f f lea 
fer stadias! attention te an infanted band, fhe evidence in* 
dleatea tbat net more than aeven minute* ela;.>eed between tha 
time Siepatetter tea* arrived and the time t^at Mspatetaer 
OfLefiry lef t the effleei during tbat abort Interval tha tree** 
fer wa* sade, ordar Be* Id wa* issued, aad tbe movement ef 
eertala trelae ma dlsauesed* A* the results smew* Me* 
pfetober mm failed to **li*ren§hly famlilarita himself with 
outstanding erder* aad the position of trains* before 
eenweaelag work** Biapatofeer fesce alse failed te sign the 
traasfar as required by the rule quoted in tb* foregoing* 

Blapatehcr 9»taary f&Sed te comply with tbat portion 
of the rule requiring the di*p*t*h*r who is to be relieved 
te make written traiisfer of ail outstanding orders, aed 
erder ami id been included in the body of the traaefer, It 
would no deuet have bean mar* definitely aad positively 
called te aiep*t*h*r face*a attention aad the aaeldant 
might have been averted* 

These *ireum*tanee* all point te tbe feat tbat la eee> 
neetlon with the rel ief of pispateber 0»&c*ry aad the trans* 
fer ef ordera, mat tore vitally effecting tb* safety of train* 
under the supervision of tbaaa dispatchers were hurriedly 
gene over aad proper consideration was not el van to them* 

After the departure ef Sl*p*t*b*r O'Lcory, there wa* 
a period of eight minute* befere the arrival of treia ao* It 
at eberekea, during which time •Hepeteber lea* merely noted 
complete far two ordar* which feed previously bee© issued* 
d* traia He* 11 remlned at Cbaroke* fer a period of five 
minute** Siapetefcer Esse -cd about twenty minute* after 
bl* arrival at tbe efflee, aad about thirteen minute* after 
the departure of •Hepatenar ©*&*ayy* befere train Me* I t 



laf* Cfeeroic*** fa view et the faet thet thar* were emir 
thirteen order* e u t » t a a d l a * > Ineiuding order Ho* la , thl* 
aheald hero been awpl* tin* to *a*hl* hla to heeea* eatlr«ly 
familiar with tho altaation of train* la the dletrlot under 
hi* aupemrialoa* a*** I f ho had aot doae no before eo saeae* 
lag work* aa repaired hy tha rale* 

Mafatahar ts## ted imd 1$ year** emporlaae* with 
another railroad aa operator* 61«p«tebar» ehief diapeteha* 
and traia neater* a* loft that road September le, 1»1S # end 
an tared th* *erwioo of tbo l l l laoia Central- Rellroad aa 
aaorator and extra di*p*t*h*r an April 21* l t t » , a* bad 
aarwad tbraa day* a* r*i l«f «i*p*t«a*r et C''*re*se* prior to 
tbia ti>a t and b* alao aervad mm relief dlapete^er et fort 
Dodfo from July X to *Taly 18f ho waa working tb* fourth 
day *a rel ief al*)**t*b*r at Cherokee et th* Um af tb* 
***ld*at* 

M*#at*b*r 0fI*aery be* had thirty yaara* raliraad 
*np*ri*a«*# tamtity year* of **iem were a* di*pat*h*r« 
ehi«f dl*pat*h*r and train neater* He had been la the 
employ af tb* niimoi* ®*atr*l &allr#*d aa a diapateher far 
***** years* 


