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INTERSTATE COMUMERCE COMMISSION.

PFPORT OF THF OIRFCTOR OF THE SUPEAU OF SAFPETY IN RE IRVES-
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT "HICH OCCURRED ON THE ILLINOIS CERN-
TRAL RAILROAT MEAR CTNTRALTZ, ILL., Ob APPIL 15, 1934

May 22, 1934.

To the Commission:

On April 16, 19234, there wes a side collision between
a licht eagine and a svitch engire oun the Illinecis Central
Rai1lroad near Centralia, T1ll., resulting in the death of
two erplovees.

Location and methei ¢ operation.

The pocint of collision is ebout 2.7 miles south of the

station at Centralia, near the south end ¢f what 1s known
as "E" yard; this yvara 1s composeil of nuverous tracks,
nurbhered consecutively from west fto east, situated between
and parallel vo the northoound and scuthbound main tracks.
The vard is divided into two units, east and west, each unat
having a lead track extending from scuthwest to northeast.
The lead tracks join at a point about 100 fest socuth of the
southern end of yard track 1. The vyard track switches,
which are of the manvally-operated ground type, lead off

from the lead track to the north and are facing-point switch-
es for northbound movements; the switchstands are east cf the
lead track. Tke =zccident occurred in the west unit of the
vard, between yard tracks 4 and 5, immedistely over the
frog of the switch leading to yard track 4 Apnroaching
this point from the south, beginning at the juncvion of the
l=ad tracks, the west yard leas track i1s tangcent. The cgrade
18 level. The weather was clear at the time of tne accident,
which occurred at about 1.47 p.m.

Description.

Swvitch engine 1825, headed ncorth, in charge of Engine
Foreman Moreland and Engineran Shanks, was haulang twe cars
from yard track 5, ana 7Thile backilnz cut upcn the lead track
at a lov rate of speed the left rear corner of the tender
collided with toe teanfer of en-1ne 18358,

Engine 1958, headed south, in charre of Engineman
Taggoner, left the roundhouse at 1.35 p.m. On reaching the
Junctiocn of the lead tracks a back-ip moverent was made over
the west yard lead track for the purpose of ccuplins to a
train which ®s staniing on yard track 4, ard +thile bscking
in on this yvard track at a speed cf about 3 or 4 miles an
hour the left rear corner of the tenier collided with the
tender of switch engine 1825.
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Neither encins vas derailed. Both cenders were slight-
1y damaged and one sice of the cab of enzire 1958 was torn
off. The emplovee killad wes %he firuman ¢f engine 1958,
vhile the sngineman of thie eagilne received 1ajurles from
which he died several days after the accident.

Surrary of evidence.
Engine Foreman Morslani, of ensine 1825, stated that

his encine arter courling to t 1e two cars on yard track 5
wvas arout %7 car leazths into clear; bafore starting to back
out ¢f this track ne saw engine 1838, 13 or 13 car lengths
from the e i1tch; tn's vas the lest time he saw engine 1958
prior to the acéident. He was riding oa the front Toot
bcard of the s 2tcn engine, on the rirht side, at the time
of the accident. Foreman Horeland stzte? that he d1d not
look tc see <here engine 1958 —7as obetfore giving Englineman
Shanks a 51vnal to back out of yerd tiack 5; that he was
of the impressicn engine 1858 was o zet 1ts train from yard
track &; that as a general thineg the erzireman or fireran

czrtains thet the lead track 1s clear before backing out
upon 1t; that he thouzht the switcn engine mould be ocut on
the lead +traczk tefcre the lizat engine a:zlvei- and that the
viewv of the lead track -as uﬁobst*uuteﬂ ‘ron the fireman's
slde of the cav in this instance.

Encineman fhoinks, ol envine 1822, statza that when he
starte? so back cut ¢f yery traclk o an® L11s engine was abeout
a car length from the leal track, he noticed the fireman was
the deck of thz engine snc he tclc him to look and see 1f
the route svas clesr Just as the Iirsmen locked he gave
warning ¢f dancer and Engineman Shanks irmzdiztely applied
the brzzes, the accident cccurrin, jus* terfore the enzine
stonped. Engineran Thanke s.i1d he knew thet the lizht enzine
was 1n the vicirity of she s.,itch “ut frowm nis side of the
¢ab he coulc nect see the lesd track scuth cf the switch lead-
ing t6 vard %rack 5. Tnsre wes no one riding on the rear
end ¢f the tanfer cf the e—1tch ensine. Eagineman Shanks
further stzated that hac riresrar Bromn %een reeping a proper
lockeocut the acciiznt would not have ccgurrsed.

Fireman Ercm, of en-zine 1833, stated that when his
enzine Headed into yard track 5 he saw7 engine 18958 standing
on the lead trecx beside yard track 1. Thile ths coupling
to the cars was boing made he @as getting 2 draink ¢f 7Tater,
anc. after starting to back cut Engineman Shanks asked him
where engine 1932 was located; hs 1mmediztely crossed cver
t6 his side cof the engine, saw englne 1952 atout 15 feet
distant and czlled a w~arning to Zncineman Shanks His
enrine was as=arly stopped rken the collision cccuired.

Fireman Brown further stated that his view of thse

lead track wae unobstructed 2ni had he been reeplng a propesr
lockout he vould have seen the light engine in time to have
rrevented the accifent.
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firet knoaleuse S.urtchuen Bzan aad Poole, of enzain
1825, had of an

nyshing vrong ras Jhen the acciaent cccurred.

Enginemen Tegoouaer, of enzine 1938, s=i1d he rotired
2u~inz 16283 1nts clesr or yard trzck 5 jast prisr tc the
accident,  As 21s enrine arrrcached vard track 4, Brake-
gan French ran ansed, I1ined the s7itch and save a Jack-uvp
slrnal, the =snaiace almost corinz %o & stc», the accident
occurred snortly aftarvards, this beint the first intime-
tick h2 had of =2avthing wrong. )

-
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encin, of encine 1958, statesd that sngine
1828, 7as 1nuo 2

T o te
1caT oa yera track 5 7hen ae lined the
““tcn L[0T varl tr2ck &, and altncuszh + 1{ch engine
w2s movins 1n lhe Tirscticon of thz less ck at this uvime
he thousht 1t -ouls stop keiore fouling lead traclk.

Thhen ne rezlizsd vhs 5. 1tch engine 7as net goin- to svtop

he zgzve Pacineman "2z choer a2 stom giznzl, but thoes acciient
coourrec 1.rheciztely afterwards.

Coaclusions.

This =zccadent mas ceusad by frila of Fugineman
Shenis and rireran Bro n of engine 1E3:- t¢ ascertain that
eaeat

the lea. track Jas clzar fer the wevresent 2socut to be mace.

oo Dn_oarernzn Shan.es ~elinitaly ascert“1£e§ that the
lz3m? track ~as cle.r pelors ssariing sae basv-up covementy
this acciqdent -oul: ne% have ccourred.

Iad Fireran Bremm of eazine 13822 been rnseging & pTOpPEr
lookout he could have seer the ligat sniine in time to have
preveniel. the sccilent.

Th= emplovees involved Jeie experienced men. A% the
t1re of the acoidaens tne crew of the switch enzine had been
an duty less than 6 hours, and the crew of tne light enzine
a=nrexuactely 1 hour, prior to which they had teen off daty
13 heours cr rore.

Fespectfully subratted,
™. P. BOFLAND.

JirscsorT.



