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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

PEPORT OV THF OTRFCTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVES­
TIGATION 0^ AN ACCIDENT ^ I C H OCCURRED ON THE ILLINOIS CEN­
TRAL RAILROAD HEAR CUFTPALTA, I L L . , Oh A P ^ I I 16, 1934 

May 32, 1934. 

To the Commission: 

On A p r i l 16, 1934, there was a s ide c o l l i s i o n between 
a l i g h t engine ana. a switch, eng i re on the I l l i n o i s Central 
Ra i l road near Cen t r a l i a , 111 . , r e s u l t i n g m the death of 
two errployeee. 

Loca t ion and method c f opera t ion . 

The po in t of c o l l i s i o n i s ah out 3.7 mi les south of the 
s t a t ion at Cen t ra l id , near the eouth end c f what i s known 
as "E" yard; th i s yard, i s composed o f numerous t racks , 

numbered consecu t ive ly from west to east , s i t ua t ed between 
and p a r a l l e l to the northbound and southbound mam t r acks . 
The yard j s d iv ided i n to two un i t s , east and west, each uni t 
having a l e a d t rack extending from southwest to northeast . 

The lead t racks j o i n a t a point about 100 f e e t south of the 
southern end o f yard t rack 1 . The yard track swi tches , 
which are o f the manually-operated ground t ype , l ead o f f 
from the l e a d track t o the north and aTe f a c i n g - p o i n t swi t ch ­
es fo r northbound movementsj the aswitchstands are east o f the 
l ead t r ack . The acc ident occurred in the west unit o f the 
yard, between yard tracks 4 and 5, immediately over the 
f rog of the switch l ead ing to yard track 4 Approaching 
th i s point from the south, "beginning at the junct ion of the 
lead t r acks , the west yard l e a d t rack i s tangent. The grade 
i s l eve l . The weather was c l e a r at the t ime~of tne acc iden t , 
which occurred at about 1.47 p.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Switch engine 1825, headed nor th , m charge of Engine 
Foreman Moreland_and Engineman Shanks, was hauling tffc cars 
from yard track 5, ana ^h i l e backing out upon the lead t rack 
at a IGW r a te o f speed the l e f t r ea r corner o f the tender 
c o l l i d e d with tne tender o f engine 1956. 

Engine 1958, headed south, in charge o f Engineman 
^aggoner, l e f t the roundhouse ax 1.55 p.m. On reaching the 
junct ion o f the lead tracks a back- ip movement was irade over 
the ves t yard lead t rack f o r the purpose of coupl ing t o a 
t r a m which -es standing on yard track 4, and -rhile"becking 
in on t h i s yard t rack at a speed c f aboat S or 4 miles an 
hour the l e f t rear corner o f the tender c o l l i d e c ,vith the 
tender of switch engine 1825. 
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Ne i the r engine u s d e r a i l e d . Both oenders v e r e s l i g h t ­
l y damaged and one s ide of the cab o f engine 1958 ipas torn 
o f f . The employee k i l l e d was tne fireman cf engine 1358, 
v h i l e ths engineman of th i s engine r e c e i v e d i n j u r i e s from 
Trhich he d i ed severa l days a f t e r the acc iden t . 

Surrirary of ev idence . 

Engine Foreman Llors lani , of engine 1825, s t a t e d that 
h is ensine a f t e r couplms; to the two cars on yard t r ack 5 
v̂as about t^c ca r lengths into c l e a r ; be fo re s t a r t i n g to b a d 

out c f t h i s t r ack ne saw engine 1958, 13 or 13 car 2 engths 
from the swi tch ; t n i s vas the l a s t t ime he saw engine 1958 
p r i o r to the acc iden t . He was r i d i n g on the front; foo t 
hoard o f the s f i t c h eng ine , on the n r h t s i d e , at the time 
of the accident;. Foreman MOT eland s te ted thai: he did not 
look to see ivhere engine 1959 ~as before g i v i n g Engmeman 
Shanks a s igna l to back oat of yard t i a ck 5; that he i^as 
of the impression engine 1958 was t o g e t i t s t r a i n from yard 
t rack 5; that as a genera l thing the engmeman or fireman 
ascer ta ins that the l ead track i s ol ear before backing out 
upon i t ; that he thought the switcn engine ^ould be out on 
the l ead t rack before the l i g h t engine a r i i v e ^ ; and that the 
v i e ^ of the lead t rack -fas unobstructed froji the fireman 's 
s ide of the cab i n th i s instance. 

Enaineiran Shfnks, of engine s ta ted tha t when he 
s tar ted TJO back cut of yard t rack o an ' his engine was about 
a car l eng th from the lead t rack, he not iced The fireman was 
on the deck of ths engine anc. he t e l e him to look and see i f 
the route ^as c l e ^ r Just as the fireman looked he gave 
warning o f danger and Engineman Shanks immediately app l i ed 
the brakes, the accident c c c u r r i n c just be fore the engine 
stopped. Engineman rhanks s^ id he knetf that the l i g h t engine 
was in the v i c i n i t y of che switch but from nis s ide o f the 
cab he coulo not see the ler.d t rack south c f the switch l e a d -
in™ to yard tracK 5. Tnere "?as no one r i d i n g on the rear 
end c f the tender c f the s w i t c h engine . Engineman Shanks 
further s t a t ed that hac. F i r ear ar. Bro>Tn been keepme: a proper 
lookout the accident "Tonld not have occurred. 

Fireman Erc-m, o f engine 183 5, s t a ted that when his 
engine Headed into yard t rack 5 he saT engine 1958 standing 
on the l ead trecjt b e s i d e yard track 1. " h i l e the coupling 
to the c a r s v;as b^ing made he ^as g e t t i n g a drink of "rater, 
and a f t e r s t a r t ing to back out Engmeman Shanks asked him 
where engine 1958 ^as l o c a t e d ; he immediately crossed over 
to his s ide o f the engine,, saw engine 1958 about 15 f e e t 
d is tant and called, a earning to Engmeman Shanks His 
engine ^ae near ly stopped vrhen the c o l l i s i o n occu i red . 
Eireman Brovn further s t a t ed that h i s view of the 
l ead track was unobstructed end had he been Keeping a proper 
lookout he voula have seen the l i g h t engine i n time to have 
prevented the acc iden t . 



The f i r s t kno f t l e^e S.;itchuen Bean and P o o l s , of engin 
182 5, had anything wrong ias when the aac iaent occurred. 

Eng inee r , ~>goo±ier, of engine 1958, sa3 a he noticed, 
engine 1^2 D in to c l e ? r or yard xrack 5 ^ast p r i o r to the 
accident , AS nis e n r m e arrreached yard track 4, Brake­
man French ran aaeed, l i n e d tne switch and o&vs a oack-up 
s i g n a l , the en;u_ie almost coring to a step, xhe accident 
occurred snorxly a f te rwards , t h i s b e i n : the f i r s t in t ima­
t i o n h2 had of a . r T th in i wrong. 

Brakeman French, of engine 1258, stated that engine 
18S5, rras mxo c l e a r on yard t rack b ihen ne l i n e d the 
s"Titcn f o r y&rS t j e c k <x , and altncu:-h the s w i t c h er.gme 
was movm/ m th<3 d i r e c t i o n of the lsao t r a c k ax t h i s xime 
he xhou^ht i t ~oul:. stop ce iore f c a l m s ' the lead t rack . 

r rhen ne r e a l i z e d xhs S i i t ch engine ^as not gcin^. to stop 
he gave F.i lineman r r a^_cner a sto~* s i rx ic l , out the accident 

occurrea l^irec l a t e l y a f te rwards . 

Conclusions. 

This accident ir^as csused by f a i l u r e of Fiiginercan 
Shanks and fireman Bro^n o f engine IZZc tc a sce r t a in that 
the lea_ t rack „7as c l e a r f c r the vx^e-ient a jout to be mace. 

^a: !>._. meti an Shan_& ^ e f i m t s l y ascertained that the 
l e a ; track c l e ^ r ce fo re s t a r t i n g :ne fc-a3>-up jrevsiaent 
t h i s acc ident ~oulc not have occurred . 

Mad Firer-ari B r c n o f engine 1325 been Keeping a proper 
lookout he could hare seen the l i g n t engine m tiaie to have 
presented the acc iden t . 

The employees invo lved as ie experienced ruen. £t the 
tiL-e of the accident tne c r e^ of the switch engine had been 
on duty l e s s than 6 hours, and the crevr of tne " l i g h t engine 
a~-oroxi li l?tely 1 hour, p r i o r to which they had teen o f f duty 
IS hours or irore. 

P e c p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

D i r e c x o r . 


