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January 12, 1915.'
In Re 1nveatigation of acoident which
occurred on the Illinois Central

Railronrd at Central City, Ky., Inv-238
on Dacember 13, 1314.

On Deceuver 13, 1914, thers vas a head-end collinion on the
Illincis Central Hailproad at Centr.l Clty, Ry., whioh rasulted in the
death of one employee and the 1njury of filve euployess. After iunves-
tignticn of thlsz accldent the Chief of the Division of Gufety raports
28 followsas

Freight train Jdo. 151 hsd been msade up by locomotive Ho, 1593
in the yard at Central City. Aftor coapleting this work, the loco-
motiva, wnleh was in ehurge Of Engineman Evitts and Firemen urphy,
hesded out on to the xaln tr.ck from & ecrosa-over at the renr of the
train end wag proceedinm, in 4 goutherly direetion to the opposite end
of the vard in vraer to Dzci In 20d gouple to the head-end of the
train, when it eccl.ided with sorthoound extra 1695, which was entering

the yurd on the nain line.

Rorthhound extrr 1695, _t the time of the sccldent, consisted

only of n caboose heuled by locowotive “w. 1695, in chergs of Conduetor

Robertgon sad Englnemsn Tronthaa., It = bouad froa Paduecali, Xy.,

to Central City. The ciry . aclog @ asxtra 1695 were set off at
Cruham aad the loeomotive rocoevad towird Centrsl Clty with the
cubnoge. It left Grehaw, whoiclh ~og the list open telegrapgh office

and 13 logated about 12 2ilns Jro. the peint of accident, at 6.08 p.a.
and eollided with locomotive Jo. 1573 at ahout 6,30 p.m.

The englne of locomotlve Uz, 1933 wnas derslled, while the tender
buckled sgainst the engine, llowin,: the eistern toc 2lide forwerd,
fPatelly injuring Conductor Jen-ins, The tender wheels were nut de-
ralled, nelther was locomctive o, 1695 dersiled. The front enq_ofF

each locomotlve was bedly damsuged,
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This division of the Iliinois Centrrl Rellroad i3 o zingle-traek
lire. Ho block aignal system ia in use, truins being run by train
arders and time~card rights. The grzde i3 nearly 1% descending for
southhound trnins. The zceldent occurred nesr the wsiddle of a eurve
of 6 degrees lending to the left for southbound trains, thiz curve
being about 1,500 feet in length. The view was much chscured by s bdank
10 or 15 feet in height on the inside of the curve, while the weather
at the tinpe was bad, snow f.liing, with a high wind,

Opercting rule He. 93 of the Illincts Centrzl Kullropd provides
58 follows:

spiithin yard liaite the mzin frack may be used,

srotecting againat first-clazs traing. Jecond and

third-clasa trains, znd extras, must move within

yard limits prepored to stoy, unless the awin truck

is seen or Xnowmn to be clear.%
The sueed of enyines operating on the zaln line between Paducah and
Centr«l Clty, with only s eaboose attsehed, i3 restricted to 30 ulles
asr hour., TFxtra 1695 coverad the distunce of 12 miles from Crahsu in
3 minutes, moving nt an aversge speed of about 31 mlles por howr.
Freight traln do. 151 was acheduled to leave Central Clty at 6.30 pur.
and extra 167345 1z belleved to nave pagsed the swlteh at shich treins
ugusliy leave the main tr.ck zad enter the yard, at about 6.20 gui., or
a few secomis thsre after,

Fnzinenan Teanthanm stated that at Orahaw the ecnductor ssid they
hid 22 minutes in whileh to reach Central City znd eleer train Ho. 151,
~ad gasked him 1f they coculd do so. The englneman replied that he did
not know, but would p0 us for as he could, Approaching the south
switch 2t Central Clty, the fireman locked at his wateh and remariked

that thoy =26ill hsd about two uinutes to elear Ho. 151. Instond of

mterin: the siding st the south switeh he deolded to continue into the
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yard on the main track. Englneman Tragthem elainmed that he then asoundec
the whiatle for the rouad crossing near which the aceident occurred

and, a8 his engine rounded the eurve, he saw the refleetion of the
headlisht of locomotive Ho. 1593. At that time he did not know
whether or not it wus on the zmain truck and when he asw thet 1t was,

i1t wzs only one or twe ¢car lengths distant and he at onee ssnlied the
emersency air braites, the collislon ccourring sbout 100 feet north of
tha road crossing, and about 14680 fect from the south switeh., He d1d
not think Lhe sneed of his trein «t the time ¢f the eollision was over
5 wiles per hour, IEnginessn Tronthan ssld that sithough they wers
regulred by the rules fto ¢lear superlor truins at least 5 minutes, it
was the custom to use thls 5 nminutee when eoming into a yard and every-
one expected that this tine would be 350 uped. Iile further steted thaet
the aceidont ogcurred at ocxccetly 6.29 p. HM.

Fireman Penton did act kuow enything waes wrong until Enginemen
Tranthsw apolied the brakes, the colllsion occurring almest inmecdlatelr
afterwsrcs. e thourht it ve-8 Col8 weml. OF AL29 pedte, tut did not
know definitely, He suld thst the 3v2ac of his traln was sbhout 7
miles per hour. &85 they .o:pro:chec the gouthh swilteh ne told the
enginenan that they had absuz & nlnutes to gpere on traln Jo. 151 #nd
askod him what he woa gzoiar, fo du, the engineman replying thet he wos
goln; up the main line. Le.via Srohaz, Fireman Denton Xnew thet they
did w0t have sufficient tire to rosch Central City and elear trein Ho.
131 ot least 5 minutes, ¢85 ro-ulr«d 5y the rule, and at the sane tine
eomoly with the sneed restricticn of 30 miles per hour, but ztated that
he s»id nothing to the snglnsmun about it,.

Conductor Rehertscn, wav wos riding in the cubouse, st-tod thet

the aneed waa & or 7 mllies rer hour ~t the south awltch. It was
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customary not te clesr trains 5 minutes when coming in to a terminal,
slthoughie 3tated that instructions ta that effect hod never baen re-
calved, He had just finished his reports asnd on looking sut of the
window, paw the headlight of locomntiva Neo. 1593, the gollision ce~
curring lmmediately thersafter,

Flagmen Albert stated that when approsching Central City, he
told the conductor that he did not thiank they could reach that peint
for train do, 151, but the conductor mede no reply.

Engineman Evitts, of locomotive Ho. 1593, statad thut sz his
loconotlive wes approaching the ssubn switeh the firemsn sald that =
truln wna aporosching and he at onee applied the alr braltes, the speed
at the time being from & to 8 miles ner hour. He had Just brought hnis
locomctive Lo : stop and locikted out of thie window whien the gollilsion
oceurred, betwe n 630 .. and 6,31 p.n, He further stated that his
view was liunited to about tec esr lengths, while that of hisg firemgn
wul roatricted to 6 or 7 car lengths.

Fireman Yurphy, of englne No. 1593, stated the zpeed of his
locoaotive was about 8 miles per hour when he saw extra 1695 ap-
proaching, and ne at once notifled the engineman. His enpine had teen
stopoed or brougnt nearly to » 3top before the collision ogeurred.

Flagnan Couley, of train Mo, 151, waszs about 200 yirds north of
the voint of collizion when locomotive o, 1593 paseed hix on itn way
to the switch for the Hurpese of backing in and eoupling tu the trsin,
It was then batwern 6,29 p.m, and 6,30 p.m. He thought the speed of
the loeomotive wea about 4 or 5 21les Der hour when it paszed hin,
Just sfter 1t hsd gone he heerd the noerthbound extra approachlng and
thoupht that it had slowed up at the south switeh, 89 he heprd the
engine bogin to wori atean, snd ilnmedlately afterward the collision

aoourrad,
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Thia socident was saused by extra 1695 ocoupying the main track
on the time of a auperior train, for which Enginemen Trsnthem end
Conduoctor Robertscn are responsible. 1In so eceupying the assln track,
the erow in charge vioclated rule No. 87, which reads as followss
#in Iinferior train nsust kesp out of the wsy of
oppoaing superior trains and failing to olear the main
track by the time required by rule must be protected
as prascribed by Hule 99.
wExtruy traing must clesr the time of regular tralns
not less then five minutes unless otherwise provided,
and will be governed by traln orders with respect to
other extras.”
¥hen leaving Grahap it wap 6.08 p.m., while train Ho. 151 waB due
to leave Central City at 6.30 p.p. The ersw of extra 1695 therefors
xnew thuat they had only 17 aimutes in which to reach Central City and
elear trala Xo, 151 the § ainutes rejgulred by rule Ho. 87, abovo
gquoted, To have done thils would aave required sb averase sneed af
ebout 46 milss per nour, which would huve been materially in excess of
the 30 miles per hour speed restriction. From the statements of the
employees, however, it appesrs that whea sporosching a terminﬂi yard
1t waz not customary to obsesve tnet gavrt of prule JFo. B7 requiring
extrzs to elear the time of regulur triins not less then 5 ainutsas.
The crew of aextra 1695 are ulso at faull for thelr fallure to
comply with the provialons of rule No. 93, previously referred to.
Considering the weather conditions preveiling, the sherp curve around
which their train wes proceeding, 3 well a&s the fact thuat they knew
they were on the time of trein Ho. 151, unususl precsutions should
heve been taken to fove within these yard limits prepared tc stop un-
lass the main truck wes seen or known to be clear.
Enginemsn Tranthae wss employed a3 a fireman in 1899 und was mude
an enginemen in 1902, In 1994 he was suspendad for 30 days on two

occeasions, once for resconaibility in connectlon with & gollision and
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once for responsibility in connection with running a block. Since
that time his record was ¢lear.

Conductor Robertzaon was amployed a3 a flagmwan i{n 1904 and waa

gugpaended fer 15 days in 1205 for responsihility in comnection with

& golliglon. In 1909 he was promoted to the poaition of conduetor.
8ince 19505 his record was good.

The members of the crow of extrz 1695 hed hesn on duty 8 hours
and 30 minutes aftoer a periocd off duty of nearly 16 houra.

This zeeident once more calls attention to the fact that on
aany rallrosds the rmloes governing the operation of trains ure not
srogerly obeyed by the empleoyeca or ontorced by the officials. In
thls cuse the statements of the emplayses Indicnted that that pert
of rule No. 87 requirin: inferior trains to eleer suverior tralns by
at least 5 ainutes wrs habltuslly disrsgsrded when aprroachiag a
terainal., Until enploy=ng ahay the rules goveraing the ¢ eratlon of
trains, and until the officlals enforce such rules, =accldents may be

expected to oocur,
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