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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOl OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON 
THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD AT BELLEVILLE, 
ILL., ON JANUARY ]_] , 1929. 

April 2, 1929. 

To the Commission: 

On January 11, 1929, there was a derailment on the 
Illinois Central Railroad at Belleville, 111., which re­
sulted m the death of two employees and the injury of 
two passengers. 

Location and method of operation 

This accident Occurred on the St. Louis District 
of the St. Louis Division which extends "between East St. 
Louis and Carbondale, 111., a distance of 91 miles, and 
is a double-track line over which trams are operated 
by time-table,train orders and an automatic block-signal 
system. The accident occurred on the southbound main 
track within Belleville yard limits at a point approximately 
500 feet north of the station, approaching this point from 
the north there are several slight curves and tangents, 
followed by an 8° lg 1 curve to the left 500 feet in 
length, a short tangent of 50 feet, and then a 12° curve 
to the right 442 feet m length, the accident occurring on 
this curve near its south or leaving end. There is a 
descending grade southward ranging from level to a maximum 
of 1,62 per cent until within 450 feet of point of accident, 
from which point it is slightly ascending. Rule 101 of 
the soecial instructions in the current time-table restricts 
the speed of all trams to 15 miles per hour on the south­
bound m a m track between mile posts G-13 and G-14, between 
which points this accident occurred; m addition, there 
is a permanent slow-speed board located 221 feet north of 
mile post G-13 and 5,357 feet north of the point of 
accident, also restricting speed to 15 miles per hour. 

The curve on which the accident occurred was con­
structed without a spiral and the elevation of the outside 
rail began about 30 feet north of the point of curve, 
rising 1/2 inch m each 33 feet to a maximum of 2 inches 
approximately 100 feet from the north end of the curve. A 
check of this superelevation made soon after the accident 
by the engineering department of this railroad indicated 
that the present elevation begins about 30 feet north of 
the point of curve and rises gradually to a maximum of 
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1 15/16 inches at a point 290 feet from the north end 
of the curve. The gauge on this curve varied from 4 
feet 8 5/4 inches to 4 feet 9 inches. The track was 
built in August, 1928, and is laid with 90-pound rails, 39 
feet m length, with 24 croosoted oak ties, 6 rail anchors, 
and 8 rail braces to the rail-length, tie-plated and 
ballasted with chat to a depth of 6 inches on a cinder base; 
the rails are double-spiked on each side. The track is 
maintained in good condition. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred at about 11.36 p.m. 

Description 

Southbound passenger train No. 203 consisted of one 
express refrigerator car, one baggage and express car, 
two express refrigerator cars, three baggage and express 
cars, one combination coach, one coach and two Pullman 
sleeping cars, in the order named, hauled by engine 1159, 
and was in charge of Conductor Alcorn and Engmeman Grain. 
All of the cars were of steel construction with the ex­
ception of the express refrigerator cars, which were of 
steel-underframe construction. This t r a m passed Church, 
7,8 miles north of Belleville, at 11.20 p.m., according 
to the train sheet, 14 minutes late, and was approaching 
Belleville when it was derailed while traveling at a 
speed estimated to have been between 25 and 45 miles per 
hour. 

The engine, tender and first car came to rest on 
their left sides on the outside of the curve with the 
forward end of the engine approximately 245 feet south of 
the first mark on the track caused by the derailment. 
The second, third and fourth cars were derailed but 
remained upright diverging to the right or inside of the 
curve with the forward end of the second car coming to 
rest at a point 175 feet south of the engine and about 68 
feet to the right of the track. The forward truck of the 
fifth car was also derailed, but the other equipment 
remained on the t^ack. Several cars in the rear portion 
of northbound freight train No. 270, which was standing on 
the adjacent track, were derailed and considerably damaged 
when they were struck by the overturned eauipment. The 
employees killed were the engmeman and fireman of train 
No. 203. 

Summary of evidence 

Conductor Alcorn stated that at St. Louis, the 
initial terminal for this t r a m , he received a clearance 
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c a r d a n d t r a m o r d e r B - 2 *Thicb v a s an o r d e r l i m i t i n g t h e 
s p e e d o f h i s t r a m t o 1 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r i n t h e i m m e d i a t e 
t e r r i t o r y i n w h i c h t h e d e r a i l m e n t s u b s e q u e n t l y o c c u r r e d . 
He d e l i v e r e d t h i s o r d e r t o t h e e n g i n e m a n w h o r e a d i t , 
b u t h e d i d n o t k n o w r h e t h e r o r n o t i t was g i v e n t o t h e 
f i r e m a n t o r e a d . T h e a i r b r a k e s w e r e t e s t e d a t S t . L o u i s 
a n d f o u n d t o b e w o r k i n g p r o p e r l y . S e v e r a l s t o p s Tjere 
made e n r o u t e a n d v h e n o n s t r a i g h t t r a c k j u s t n o r t h o f 
t h e d e s c e n d i n g g r a d e a p p r o a c h i n g B e ] l e v i l l e a r u n n i n g 
t e s t o f t h e a i r b r a k e s w a s m a d e . C o n d u c t o r A l c o r n s t a t e d 
t h a t h e f e l t n o o t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e a i r b r a k e s u n t i l 
a t t h e t i m e o f t n e a c c i d e n t . He w a s m t h e l O t h c a r 
t a k i n g u p t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d d i d n o t n o t i c e w h e t h e r t h e 
s t a t i o n w h i s t l e s i g n a l w a s s o u n d e d n o r d i d h e p a y p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a m , a l t h o u g h h e t h o u g h t i t 
w a s " c o m i n g p r e t t y f a s t " a n d i n e x c e s s o f t h e 1 0 m i l e s 
p e r h o u r a l l o w e d b y t h e o r d e r . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t h e 
t h o u g h t i t w a s r e q u i r e d t h a t t h e s p e e d b e r e s t r i c t e d t o SO 
m i l e s p e r h o u r b e t w e e n m i l e p o s t s , 1 3 a n d 1 4 , i n s t e a d o f 1 5 
m i l e s a s p r o v i d e d m t h e c u r r e n t t i m e - t a b l e . C o n d u c t o r 
A l c o r n f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t E n g i n e m a n C r a m h a n d l e d t h e 
e n g i n e o n t h e p r e v i o u s t r i p , a t w h i c h t i m e s p e e d 
r e s t r i c t i o n o r d e r B - 2 w a s i n e f f e c t , a n d h e c a u t i o n e d t h e 
e n g i n e m a n a t t h a t t i m e a b o u t t h e s p e e d a n d a g a i n c a u t i o n e d 
h i m o n t h e r e t u r n t r i p . On t h a t p r e v i o u s t r i p i t d i d 
n o t s e e m t o h i m t h a t t h e e n g i n e m a n h a n d l e d t h e t r a i n m a 
m a n n e r d i f f e r e n t f r o m o t h e r e n g i n e e r s , a n d h e s a i d n e 
k n e w n o t h i n g a s t o w h e t h e r o r n o t E n g m e m a n C r a m w a s a 
f a s t r u n n e r . 

T h e s t a t e m e n t s o f F l a g m a n H o u g h a w o u t p r a c t i c a l l y 
c o r r o b o r a t e d t h o s e o f C o n d u c t o r A l c o r n a s t o t h e o p e r a t i o n 
o f t h e t i a m f r o m S t . L o u i s t o t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . He 
a l s o t h o u g h t t h e s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n c e t w e e n m i l e p o s t s 1 3 
a n d 1 4 w a s 2 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r i n s t e a d o f 1 5 m i l e s a s p r o ­
v i d e d m t h e c u r r e n t t i m e - t a b l e . He e s t i m a t e d t h e s p e e d 
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t o h a v e b e e n a b o u t 3 5 m i l e s 
p e r h o u r . 

B a g g a g e m a n A r n o l d s t a t e j ^ t ^ a t g h e n o t i c e d s e v e r a l 
a p p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e a i r b r a k e s / a n a when a b o u t 1-q- m i l e s 
n o i t h o f B e l l e v i l l e , a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n w a s m a d e . 
He k n e w o f t h e s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n o f 1 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r 
i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a s r e q u i r e d b y 
t r a m o r d e r B - 2 , b u t w a s u n a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e s p e c i a l 
t i m e - t a b l e r u l e r e s t r i c t i n g s p e e d i n t h a t t e r r i t o r y . He 
e s t i m a t e d t h e s p e e d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t o h a v e 
b e e n b e t w e e n 2 5 a n d 3 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r a n d t h o u g h t 
e x c e s s i v e s p e e d w a s t h e c a u s e o f t h e a c c i d e n t . 
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O o n d u c t o r G r e e n , o f n o r t h b o u n d f r e i g h t t r a m N o . 2 7 0 , 
s t a t e d t h a t h e h e a r d t r a m N o . 2 0 3 a p p r o a c h i n g a t a h i g h 
r a t e o f s p e e d , h e n e a r d t h e w h i s t l e s o u n d e d f o r a p u b l i c 
h i g h w a y c r o s s i n g a n d e s t i m a t e d t h e s p e e d t o h a v e b e e n f r o m 
3 5 t o 4 5 m i l e s p e r h o u . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t h e t h o u g h t 
i t w a s t h e e n g i n e of t h i s t r a m t h a t , s t r u c k a n d d a m a g e d 
t h e f o u r r e a r c a r s o f h i s o w n t r a m . C o n d u c t o r G r e e n 
s a i d t h a t h e a l s o h a d b e e n c a u t i o n e d b y t h e o p e r a t i n g 
o f f i c i a l s a b o u t o b s e r v i n g t h e s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n s i n t h i s 
t e r r i t o r y . 

E n g i n e m a n M a x f i e l d , o f t r a i n N o . 2 7 0 , s t a t e d t h a t 
h e w a s o n h i s e n g i n e w h e n t r a m N o . 2 0 3 a p p r o a c h e d a n d 
h i s a t t e n t i o n w a s f i r s t c a l l e d t o i t w h e n h i s f i r e m a n 
c o m m e n t e d u p o n t h e h i g h r a t e o f s p e e d a t w h i c h i t v^as 
t r a v e l i n g . He f i r s t o b s e r v e d i t w h e n i t w a s a b o u t 7 0 0 
f e e t n o r t h o f p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t a n d h e e s t i m a t e d i t s s p e e d 
t o h a v e b e e n b e t w e e n 4 0 a n d 4 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r . He t h o u g h t 
t h e b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d a f t e r t h e e n g i n e a n d f i r s t f o u r 
c a r s e n t e r e d t h e c u r v e a s h e n o t i c e d f i r e f l y i n g f r o m 
s o m e o f t h e w h e e l s . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t h e h e a r d t h e w h i s t l e 
s o u n d e d f o r a p u b l i c h i g h w a y c r o s s i n g . 

S w i t c h m a n F i e l d s , who w a s a t t h e p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n 
a s t r a i n N o . 2 0 3 a p p r o a c h e d , s t a t e d t h a t t h e s p e e d o f t h i s 
t r a m w a s a b o u t 3 5 o r 4 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r . H i s e x a m i n a t i o n 
o f t h e t r a c k a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e a n y 
e v i d e n c e t o i n d i c a t e t h a t s o m e t h i n g h a d f a l l e n f r o m t h e 
t r a m a n d c a u s e d i t t o b e d e r a i l e d , a n d i t w a s h i s o p i n i o n 
t h e a c c i d e n t w a s d u e t o e x c e s s i v e s p e e d . 

F i r e m a n S k a s i c k , who h a d b e e n t h e r e g u l a r f i r e m a n 
o n t r a m N o . 2 0 3 , s t a t e d t h a t h e m a d e t h e p r e v i o u s t r i p 
w i t h E n g m e m a n C r a m ; t h e y r e c e i v e d s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n 
o r d e r B - 2 a n d i t w a s o b e y e d . T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l o t h e r s p e e d 
r e s t r i c t i o n s i n e f f e c t o n t h i s t r i p , a l l o f t h e s e w e r e 
r e s p e c t e d a n d h i s t r a i n d i d n o t a p p r o a c h t o w n s o r m o v e 
a r o u n d c u r v e s a n y f a s t e r t h a n u s u a l . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d 
t h a t h e h a d f r e q u e n t l y f i r e d e n g i n e 1 1 5 9 a n d t h a t i t w a s i n 
g o o d m e c h a n i c a l c o n d i t i o n . 

T r a v e l i n g E n g i n e e r T u r l a y s t a t e d t h a t h e made a n 
i n s p e c t i o n o f e n g i n e 1 1 5 9 b e f o r e i t s d e p a r t u r e o n t r a m 
N o . 2 0 3 o n t h e n i g h t o f J a n u a r y 9 a n d f o u n d i t t o b e i n 
f i r s t - c l a s s c o n d i t i o n . He a l s o h a d a c o n f e r e n c e w i t h 
E n g i n e m a n C r a m b e f o r e t h e t r a m d e p a r t e d , a t w h i c h t i m e 
h e c a u t i o n e d hLm t o o b e y a l l s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n s , e x p l a i n e d 
a b o u t t h e r e - a l i g n m e n t o f t h e m a m t r a c k s a t B e l l e v i l l e ^ 
c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s t a n d i n g r e s t r i c t i o n l i m i t i n g t h e 
s p e e d o f s o u t h b o u n d t r a i n s t o 1 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r a p p r o a c h i n g 
B e l l e v i l l e , a n d a l s o a s k e d i f h i s f i r e m a n h a d r e a d t r a m 
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o r d e r B - 2 , w n i c h l i m i t e d t h & s p e e d t o 1 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r 
b e t w e e n b l o c k s i g n a l 1 3 9 a n d t h e s e c o n d c r o s s o v e r s o u t h 
o f t h e s t a t i o n a t B e l l e v i l l e , t o w h i c h q u e s t i o n E n g i n e m a n 
C r a m r e p l i e d t h a t t h e f i r e m a n h a d r e a d t h e o r d e r . 
E n g m e m a n C r a m a l s o t o l d h i m t n : t h i s f i r s t t r i p o v e r t h e 
S t . L o u i s D i s t r i c t s i n c e J u n e r a s t h e n o r t h b o u n d - c r i p t h a t 
m o r n i n g e n d h e s a i d h e w a s g l a d t h e t r a v e l i n g e n g i n e e r w a s 
g o i n g t o r i d e w i t h h i m a s s o m e o f t h e r o a d m i g h t s e e m n e w 
t o h i m . T r a v e l i n g E n g i n e e r T u r l a y s a i d n e r o d e o n t h e 
r i g h t s i d e o f t h e e n g i n e , a c t i n g an p i l o t , f r o m S t . L o u i s 
t o B e l l e v i l l e , a n d a s E n g m e m a n C i a m s a i d h e k n e w t h e 
r o a d f r o m B e l l e v i l l e t o C V i r o t h e t r a v e l i n g e n g i n e e r r o d e 
m t h e c o a c h f r o m B e l l e v i l l e t o P i n c k n e y v i l l e , a t w h i c h 
p o i n t he l e f t t h e t r a m a n d a g a i n c a u t i o n e d E n g m e m a n 
O r a m a s t o s p e e d a r o u n d c u r v e s b e y o n d t h a t p o i n t . He 
f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t h e made a d e t a i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n o f t n e 
e n g i n e a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t a n d i s o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t n o 
d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e e n g i n e c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s 
d e r a i l m e n t . I n h i s o p i n i o n t h e c a u s e o f t h e d e r a i l m e n t 
w a s d u e t o e x c e s s i v e s p e e d o n t h e c u r v e . 

R o a d m a s t e r Jump s t a t e d t h a t t h e t r a c k w a s c o n s t r u c t e d 
m J u l y a n d A u g u s t , 1 9 2 3 , a n d t h a t i t w a s i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e s t a n d a r d s a d o p t e d b y t h e A m e r i c a n R a i l w a y A s s o c i a ­
t i o n , i t w a s e l e v a t e d l / 2 i n c h p e r 3 3 f e e t , r e a c h i n g a 
max imum o f 2 i n c h e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 0 f e e t i n o n t h e c u r v e . 
He m a d e a d e t a i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e e q u i p m e n t a f t e r t h e 
d e r a i l m e n t a n d f o u n d n o t h i n g t h a t w o u l d h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d 
t o t h e a c c i d e n t . T h e f i r s t m a r k o f d e r a i l m e n t v /as a 
d r a g g i n g m a r k 3 4 i n c h e s f r o m t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e e a s t r a i l 
3 0 0 f e e t s o u t h o f c h e n o r t h e n d o f t h e c u r v e . T h e r e w e r e n o 
m a r k s t o i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e e n g i n e h a d r u n a n y d i s t a n c e 
o n t h e t i c s , t h e f i r s t w h e e l m a r k i n s i d e o f t n o / / e s t r a i l 
w a s o n a r a i l a n c h o r 6 0 f e e t f r o m t h e d r a g g i n g mark r e f e r r e d 
t o a D O v e . He w a s o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e w h e e l s o n t h e 
l o w s i d e o f t h e o u r v e c a m e o f f t h e r a i l o n r e a c h i n g t h e 
c u r v e a n d t h a t t h e e n g i n e t u r n e d o v e r s o o n a f t e r e n t e r i n g 
t h e c u r v e , d u e t o e x c e s s i v e s p e e d . 

A d e t a i l e d i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e e n g i n e a n d c a r s was made 
and n o t h i n g w a s f o u n d t h a t w o u l d h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e 
d e r a i l m e n t . E x a m i n a t i o n o f t n e t r a c k d i s c l o s e d t h a t 
t h e f i r s t m a r k o f d e r a i l m e n t w a s a d r a g g i n g m a r k 3 4 i n c h e s 
f r o m t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e e a s t r a i l , t n i s m a r k c o n t i n u i n g 
f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e p a r a l l e l t o t h i s r a i l a n d t h e n 
d i v e r g i n g e ^ s t w m d . The s u r f a c e o f t h i s mark v/as c o v e r e d 
w i t h w o o d e n s p l i n t e r s w h i c h i n d i c a t e d i t h a d b e e n made b y 
s o m e p o r t i o n o f t h e t r a i n c o n s t r u c t e d o f t h i s m a t e r i a l . 
T w e n t y - n i n e f e e t s o u t h o f t h i s f i r s t mark o n t h e g r o u n d 
t h e r e was a mark o n a t i e 1 7 i n c h e s f r o m t h e g a u g e s i d e 
o f t h e e a s t r a i l w h i c h a p p e a r e d t o h a v e b e e n m a d e b y a 
w h e e l f l a n g e , t h i s mark c o n t i n u e d f o r a b o u t 6 o r 8 f e e t 
b u t t h e r e w a s n o c o r r e s p o n d i n g mark b e t w e e n t h e r a i l s a t 
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t h i e p o i n t . T h e r e w a s t h e n a f l a n g e mark o n a r a i l 
a n c h o r o n t h e i n s i d e o f t h e w e s t r a i l 6 0 f e e t s o u t h c f 
t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e d r a g g i n g m a r k . S o u t h o f t h i s 
r a i l a n c h o r t h e r e m e r e d i m marKT o n t h e t i e ? * ' h i c h 
p a r a l l e l e d t h e e a s t s i d e o f e a c h r a i l f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 
a b o u t 4 5 f e e t , m d b e y o n d t h i s p o i n t t h e t r a c k w e s t o r n 
u p f o r a d i s t a n c e o f a b o u t 1 5 0 f e e t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y e x c e s s i v e s p e e d o n a 
s h a r p c u r v e . 

T h e e v i d e n c e c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e t r a c k w a s 
m a i n t a i n e d m g o o d c o n d i t i o n , a n d t h a t t h e e l e v a t i o n w a s 
m o r e t h a n s u f f i c i e n t f o r t h e s p e e d o f 1 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r 
a l l o w e d a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t . I t w a s a l s o f o u n d 
u p o n i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e e n g i n e a n d e q u i p m e n t i n v o l v e d t h a t 
t h e r e w a s n o d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n w h i c h c o u l d h a v e c a u s e d 
t h e a c c i d e n t . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , h o w e v e r , t h e p o s i t i o n 
o f t h e w r e c k e d e q u i p m e n t c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e s p e e d 
w a s v e r y m u c h m e x c e s s o f t h e maximum s p e e d a l l o w e d o n 
t h i s c u r v e , a n d t h a t t h e e s t i m a t e s o f 3 5 t o 4 5 m i l e s p e r 
h o u r m a d e b y s o m e o f t h e w i t n e s s e s w e r e e n t i r e l y r e a s o n a b l e . 

On t h e p r e v i o u s t r i p o f t h i s t r a m E n g m e m a n C r a m 
h a d b e e n p e r s o n a l l y i n s t r u c t e d b y T r a v e l i n g E n g i n e e r T u r l a y 
a s t o t h e o p e r a t i o n o f h i s t r a i n o v e r t h i s t e r r i t o r y a n d 
h a d b e e n c a u t i o n e d a s t o s p e e d o n c u r v e s . The e v i d e n c e 
s h o w s t h a t E n g m e m a n G r a i n a p p l i e d t n e a i r b r a k e s a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 1 m i l e f r o m t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t a n d s o u n d e d t h e 
w h i s t l e s i g n a l f o r a p u b l i c c r o s s i n g j u s t p r e v i o u s t o t h e 
t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , w h i c h w o u l d i n d i c a t e t h a t h e w a s 
a l i v e a n d c a p a b l e o f a t t e n d i n g t o h i s d u t i e s , b u t why 
h e d i d n o t c o n t r o l t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a m m c o m p l i a n c e 
w i t h s p e c i a l t i m e - t a b l e i n s t r u c t i o n s , s l o w - s p e e d b o a r d a n d 
t h e s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n o r d e r w h i c h he h e l d , i s a m a t t e r o f 
c o n j e c t u r e , a l t h o u g h i t i s p o s s i c l e t h e e x p l a n a t i o n c a n b e 
f o u n d m h i s u n f a m i l i a r l t y w i t h c o n d i t i o n s a s t h e y e x i s t e d 
a t t h e t i m e . 

C o n d u c t o r A l c o r n w a s a n e x p e r i e n c e d man i n t h i s 
t e r r i t o r y a n d k n e w t h a t E n g i n e m a n O r a m , a l t h o u g h a n e x ­
p e r i e n c e d e n g m e m a n , w a s n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e t e r r i t o r y 
a n d t h e r e f o r e h a d t a l k e d w i t h h i m o n t h e p r e v i o u s t r i p a n d 
h a d c a u t i o n e d h i m a b o u t o b s e r v i n g s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n s . 
U n d e r t n e s a c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t C o n d u c t o r 

A l c o r n s h o u l d h a v e b e e n p a y i n g p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
o p e r a t i o n o f h i s t r a m ; c e r t a i n l y h e s h o u l d h a v e r e a l i z e d 
t h a t E n g m e m a n C r a m waB o p e r a t i n g t h e t r a m a t an e x ­
c e s s i v e r a t e o f s p e e d m t e r r i t o r y whe i re t h e s p e e d w a s 
r e s t r i c t e d t o 1 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 1 m i l e 
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a n d t o 1 0 r u l e s p e r L o u r i n t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y o f 
t h e a c c i d e n t . 

A l l o f t h e e m p l o / e c s i n v o l v e d ' " a r c e x p e r i e n c e d men 
a n d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t n o n e o f t h e i h a d o e e n o n 
d u t y i n v i o l a t i o n o f a n y o f t h o p r e v i s i o n s o f t h e h o u r s 
o f s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u n m t t c d , 

W. P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


