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INTERSTATE COMIERCE COMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTCR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
TNVESTIGATIOW OF AN ACCIDEINT WHICH OCCURRED ON
THZ ILLIUCIS CENTRAL RAITRCAD AT ASEHKUM, ILL., ON
SEPTELBER 28, 1831.

October 30, 1231,
To the Commission:

On Septerber 28, 1931, there was a derallment of
a passenger sraln orn the Illinoils Central Reilroad at
Asihkum, I11,, which resulted in the death ¢f 2 en-
ployees and 1 trespssser, and the injury of 12 passen-
gers, & persong carried under contract, and 2 employees.
This accident was investigated 1n conjunction with a
representative of the Illinois Coumerce Commlssion,

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Chicago District of
the I1linois Division, which extends between Chicago
and Champalgn, Ill,, a distance of 127.8 mriles; 1in
the vicinity of tae point of accident this 1s a double~
track line over wiich trains are operated by tiue-
table, train orders, and aa automatic block—signal
system., The tracks are numbered from west to east,

1 and 2, and trains are operated in both directions
on each track, the signals being arranged to govern
movelwents of this character. The east passing track
at Ashkuia parallels the wmain tracks on the east aad
at 1ts nortnern end 1t leads off of track To. 2 tharough
a 1Jo. 10 turnout, 1t being at wh1s point that the ac—
cident occurred, Arproacning the point of accident
from the north, the main track 1s tangent for several
miles, and the grade 18 practically level., The speed
Tor all trains 18 restricted to 15 miles per hour
when enteriag a siding equipped with a I'o. 10 frog,

The maia track 1s laid with 110-pound raris, 39
feet 1n length, with an average of 24 tiee to the rail-~
length, and 1s ballasted with about 12 inches of
crushed sione., The east passihg trock 1s laid with
90-pound rells, 39 feet in lemgth, ard 18 ballasted
with cinders to a depth of approximately 12 1nches;
both the main track and the passing track are well
walantgined,

The signals involved are signals 2-716 and 2-705,
located 60 and 5,361 feet, respectively, north of the
north switch of the passing track; these signals are
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of the color-light, approsch-lighting type.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
whicn occurred about 7.08 p.lil.

Description

Bouthbound passenger train Ko, 35 consisted of
one baggage car snd one coach, hauled by engine 1133,
and was 1n charge of Conductor llaroney and Engianeman
Fogerty. The train passed 0Otto, 12.8 miles north of
Ashkum, at 6,53 p.,m., sccordiag to the train sheetl,
27 mimites late, passed signals 2-705 and 2~716, which
apparently were displaying an approach and a restrict-
ed—speed indication, resvectively, and was derailed
upon entering the east passing track at Ashkum while
traveling at a speed variouely estimated to have been
between 50 and 8C miles per hour.

All of the equipment vag overturned, the engine
coming to rest on 1ts left side east of the passing
track with 1ts forward ena 380 feet south of the
switch; the tender was on 1t8 right side just behind
the engine and across the passing track, the baggage
car stopped on 1ts right side alrmost opposite the
tender and to the east of 1t, #nd the coach also
turned over on 1ts right side but remarned on the
passing track. The ervloyees killed were the engine-
man and fireman, and the employees injured were the
conductor and the baggageman.

Sumaary of evidence

Conductor l'aroney stated that the ait brakes were
tested before leaving Chicago, the initial terminal,
that the train was diverted to track 28 at Kankakee,
17.2 miles north of Asnkum, and that after leaving
Kankakee a slow—down was made at Otto and a stop at
Chebanse, the brakes working properly at all points
en route, Conductor llaroney was riding 1in the coach
while the train was approaching Ashkum, and did not
Teel an application of the brakes pricr to the aceci-
dent, his firset i1ntimation of anything wronz being
when the coach suddenly lurched as though 2t was
entering a crossover; he estimated the speed of the
train at the time of the accident to have been be-
tween 50 and 60 miles per hour. After taking care
of the passengers, Conductor Ilaroney went back and
examined ftne tracxk and noticed a2 nark which appeared
to have been caused by a wieel clirmbing the west rail
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of the passing track. This mark first appeared about
100 feet fron tne switch and exvended on top of the
rall for a distance of about 20 feet to —here the

ra1l wae broken. Conductor llaroney further stated

that he sav Engineman Fogeoty before the train left
Chicego and again saw hin at Kankakee, and on both
occasions tne engineman appeared to be perfectly normal.

Flagnan Keyes stated that after the train passed
Clifton, 4 miles north of Ashkum, he signalled tne
englnenan by means of tne air vhistle to stop at
Ashlkuwa for the purpose of discharging a passeager
and this stop signel was ackaovledged by the eagine
wnistle. He could not remerber whether the engine
vhistle was sounded again after that time, as he
ra1d nco particular atteation to 1t. He also was
unable to state positively whether the brakes were
applied before the derailment occcurred, but frow the
mnotion of the coach, the car in which he was riding,
hie thought the brakee were applied just before the
car overturaned. In nhis opinion the train was travel-
1ng at a speed of about 55 rmiles per hour at the time
of the accident,

Baggagenan llaxmell stated that the last stop was
nade at Chebanse, 8,8 niles north of Ashkun, and speed
vas reduced "mile passing through Clifton, vhere he
threT off bundles of papers., He then begaa wrorking
at his desk and wes not arare of anything unusual
until he was throm fronr his seat by the dersiluent.
He did not hear a station vhistle signal sounded vhile
the train wvas approaching Ashkum and felt no applica~
tion of the brakes before the baggage car turned over;
ne judged the speed to be about 50 miles per hour at
the f11e of the accident.

Express liessengcer :icliillan stated that he was
engaged 1n sorting express alter the train left Kankakee
and had just finished the task and sat cdowm when the
car vas derailed. He paid no atteantion to whistie
signals en route, as 1%t vas not in line w1th his duty,
and did not feel an application of the brakes before
the accident occurred.

Cperator~Levernan Baugh, mho was on duty at Ashkum
at the tine of the accident, stated tnat he controls
train moveuaeats bet—een Ctto aad Ashkun, and that the
gvltches are operated by a reuote control systen,

Prior to the arrivel of train Ho., 35, he —as instructed
by the dispatcher to route this train into the east
Passing track to meet northbound train Mo, 2, as there
7e8 a southbound freight trein occupying track 1.
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He 1mediately lired the switches for the uovewent of
train llo. 35 over tag route directed by the dispatoner,
cnd at that tiuie the szaia nad not yet reached Gle
circult at Chebaase, o etation 8.8 wiles north of
Ashkwn,

Dispatecher Gerbel gtated that train No. 35 was
diverted frow track 1 %o track 2 at Kenkaxee Juaction
and iwoved over tne lowser track to Ashkua, About
the fine this trein prised Otto, 12.8 i"i1les fron
Ashkuu, or abou: 6,5 e, 1€ Told the leverpan at
Ashkua to head the t » 12to the east passing track
at that point for tae purmose of .weeting trzin Mo, 2,
vhica was runaing oa treck 2 on account of tvro Ireight
trains using track 1, end upoa 1nauiring later, the
levernan at Ashiu. 1nfceraed hi that the proper route
was lined Tor trcin inr. 35 Liwiediately aiter e had
veen told to do sc, Ziepatcher Gerbel also said that
the handling of Trains 1a wrhls nenner at Ashkun was
nothing unustal, as tirzins ire operated tarough the
s1dinges any tinc the ocecasicn de. ands, and the arrange-
ent wvas made to keep ro.a aclayving all trains as
uuch as possible.
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Elmer Herrold, an eplovee of the State of Illa-
nois, stated that he witncssed the deraizluent while
driving an automcbile on a highway which parallels
the raiiroad tracks oz the eest. He was traveling at
a speed of about 40 miles per 20ur uatil the train
overtook him and he then increased his speed to 50
niles per hour while the trein vas passing him, and
just as tae last car passed his 1.achine the train was
deralled, He was on the fireran's side of the engiac
but did not see any reflection as though the fireran
was putting 1n a fire, neither did he notice any one
riding 1n t2e eagine cab on that side of the engine,

Division Encineer Russell stated that he arrived
at the scene of sccident zbhout 11,15 puom. and irmed—
iately inspected tac trroek., His examination disclosed
that the east passiaz Track switch vas set for zhe
siding, with the po-ats fitting properly, He coatinued
his examination socutiverd and found aothing irregular
until he reached the aratar and tenth ties souta of the
switeh ties, and at this point ne discovered a flange
wark on the west ends of the ties, about 8 inches in-
s1de the rail; beyond thig poiat the ties vere splint-
ered, He could neot locate corresponding marks oan the
east ends of the ties and decided thet the engine was
then tilted so that only the vest vheels were 1n con—
tact with the ties. He also noticed two light warks
on thc wain track betreea 5 and 8 feet south of the
frog which he taought were caused by some portion of
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the equipuent being dragged across the track in the
course of derailuent. dihe wheel marks on tiae ties,
together with the location of the equipment where 1t
cante to rest, led hia Yo believe that the maxinun
speed of 15 miles per lour Tor MNc, 10 turnouts had
been exceeded by at lezst 35 miles per hour,

waster llechanic Hash stated that he inspected
engine 1133 to the best of his ability before 1t was
reralled, and thorousnly inspected 1%, as well as the
cars, after the equizicnt was rereiled, tut found
nothing that couald L-—e conirivvted to the cause of
the accident. The brore—valve handle of the eagine
was 1in service pesitioa, put he thought 1ts position
could have Deen chanted waile thié englne was co:.11ng to
rest and that 1t was impo3sible to determine wanetlher
an application of the trazes had been made prior to

the accident.

Chief S:gnal Inspector Buttridge stated that upon
his arrival et the scerne 0f accident, about midnight,
he exemined the switcn leading to the east passing
track and found 1t 1ined sad locked for a movement
into that track, with no indications that the train
nad peen derailed at the switch. Taoe nmortiabound
81gnal bridge had been desvroyed, including all of the
relays and circuite controllinz roveuwents over cae
crosse—~overs, After thne wreckaze had been clearcd
avay and the signals repaired, he tested them aad
found that they fuanctioned properly, and discovered
no evidence that a false clear indication had been
daisplayed. He descrited tiie signals involved as being
of the approach-lighting *ype, and said the distant
signal would lignt when a iraia reacned a point
5,300 feet north of 1t, This signal would then
display an approach 1ndlcation and the home signal
would display a restricted-speed indication, with
the switch Jined for the passing track. The signals
were equipped with electric lights, lighted frowa either
of tvo sources, one or -tazch 18 by the alternating
current which norually I:2hts the signals Thile the
other 18 by batteries vai1ch are autonmatically switched
on providing the alSer-zs..g current fails., Waen a
train reaches the distent signal, with the route lined
for a through wovement, 1t would require a period of
over two minutes for the leveruwan to change the routec.

Conclusions

This accideat was caused by the failure of Engine-
man Fogerty to obey signal indications and have his
train uader proper control vhile approaching an open
switch,
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Under special instrvebions conteained in the vime-
table, all Trailrs ais reduired to roduce speced to LG
mlles per houz bLelore eateriqp a ewitca squipped wWith
a Jo. 10 ternoat, oub the evideace 1ndiccted that
train No. 3o vas traveling at & very mucu aipguer rote
of speed when 13 entered the passing tracik at s kur.
Ingineman Fogerty was an experienced man, thorcughly
fariliar wits cperating conditicns 1n the localily in
w.icnn the accident ocecurred, ané vacn last sesern by Tue
conduccor f2 secrned to be in normal condition. Troe
evicesce alsc indie ted that the wir-orare equipment
ad been in Lpiroper verking order, ruile tle communicat-
1ng vnrstle-si1gnal souaded by tone Tlagmen alser tuae
Tralnl passed Cliiton was ac.loviedged ol the erncine
whietle, 1ndic.titg that al tlot time tie englnoman
w.s 2l ¢ and calel le ol per crminy, iale wiles lere
vvas an 'nobstiuceted vie. ol fug signals ard testsc ade
of the sifmal a»p.ietus oiftexr 1t vioe renaired subscenent
to the accidert shoved Lozl 1%® furctioned as wnte .ued,
and notling Jas discoverad bto i1ndicets cral cine s1j.uals
had displayed & false cleer 1ndicevion. Urder all
tllese conaitlens, it 1s wmpossible Lo offer wany zdeglu.te
explanaction for the occurrence of G 1s accident, . ulch
hanpened apparenuly witioul any atterpt on Tthe pairt ol
tne eng.nemar to op,ly tne bre.cs befole nis engine

reachcd Tiae cpen pascting Traci swatel

fnginenan Fogerty entceiea Tthe service as {i1ireran
1n 1886 and piemoted to engl eman in 1890, .as receord
ves food. sl the time of tn. sceident e 1.ad been cn
duty appiloxinnately 3 hnils znd 85 nln.les 21 tor an
cfi-duty perica -~ ZL uours ana 0L miaetes. ALl of
the other emplo-tec viara exporienced men «nd udad nod
bzen on duty 1o violaticn of any ¢l tne preovislons of

tie hours of sesvice lav.
Aecpectiully suoemitted,
W. F. B301L..D
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