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I N ITS R ' V & i T O i ^ I C M O P A S M G C I ^ J I S S W ^ I C H U J C R : J R G I > ~ 
OH TLLTL XULIBGIsl I U L J^OA© 4?Ut^0S, 

IOWA, Of? FLKL 39, 1918» 
June 22, 1918. 

On Hby 2 9 t 1918* THERE waa & darallmant of a paa* 
aeng#ff tr»in aa t&© Illinois Central HulXrobd NEAR Aplifigte** 
X a m c whioh resulted in tha da&ta of tha ©ngineamfl, fireta&n, 
aagg&geaaa, express juaaaanger and two mail clerics, aad tb* 
Injury of five m i l elerka aad twenty-two ^Bsengera, After 
inreetigatioj) the Ghief af taa Baxa&u af safety r « r t a M 

follows J 

a© Sataria* difctriyt 0f the lorn division of the 
IlHnoia Central inroad, upon ahlch tfels aoaidant ooourred, 
ia & sisgle*traek line ©attending between SaterXae. aad JFofft 
9aa>a, Xowe., a dietanee af 9 9 * 1 mllea, orer valoh tuaina are 
governed fey tiiao table and train orders triioamitted by tele** 
graph, there beting no blook ayatcwa In uaa # 

;;he derailed train w e west, bo mid caeaesger train 
So. 11, ooaaiating of locomotive 1091, X mail o^r. E baggage 
aar*, 2 oo&efcea, and 3 a leaping eara, all of steal oenatrtte* 
tion, and MI.8 in charge of Oon&uotor Quinlan and .IRgiaesmn 
Alderman, I'his train mu » B route from Ottleage to Gaaiwi, 
left iv&terXoe at 1*C§ a,ra,t left ,varfc©raourg at l.t>4 
and waa derailed tit Bridge W-507-7, &*& stllea weet of 
burg, or 1*6 miles west af Aplington, at afcoat 2,10 u.ra. 
niille running at &n eetlxoated spaed of 36 or 40 miles an hour* 

ffce antire train, with the exception of the tw© 



Ttar sleeping o&.re ana. t«a ret*r truofca ef the third sleep* 
itir e&r, wu« dcrailea. rhe loeomotive oarce to rest In an 
upright position on the <*eet approeoh of the bridge and 
jiar&llel with the traek, and t» © tender *&• praotlcally 
demolished. The -rail oar lay oa ita left tend aid© on the 
bottom of the #ree£i &nd south of the center lino of the 
traalc; the firet b&g$a$e e>̂  lay on its right tana eld* 
at the foot of the west £:r;ihaixiya©Rt of the eroek and north 
of the traek; tha aeoond bagg&ge oar lay in a diagonal 
pottitlon ao; 08* the bottare of tne oreek and was praetieally 
dentoliahed; the flrat oo&oh me In aw upright position on 

the south of th© tr&oic, Its front end resting &t the 

foot of tha west embankment Mid its roar end rg&ulning 
coupled to tho aeoond ooaoh and resting on the mull our} 
ths ewsoond oo&oh w&a In an upright position south of the 
IVAok, its torw&rd end resting on the asall oar and Its r»ar 
end cn the road bed »t the «a»t aide of the oreek. 

The hrl&g© »t whioh the derailment uocrurre& u* a 
£0*foat Bpart segjB&Rt-ai eon ore t« &roh bridge, not rolnforoed, 
cortatruote x In 1902, and spans a bran ah of o©av©r Creelu 

Approaching the eosne of aocident from the e&et 
and beginning sit th« station at ApHagtoa* fch# traek la tea* 
gent for # f £eO feet, then there i« a -mimK# ourve to the 
south for •» dietartee of 406 feet, then u tangent 4 91&? feet 
In length, and the© ^ 4i*alaute ourv© to the aortfe a trout 



• » 

&f000 rest 1ft length, the a&mXlmm% ooearring 668 fest £rm 

the en at a»d of this ourve* 2he Tie? of an englnsmn ap* 
pre&ohlng this hrldge froa the m»t at night Is restricted 
to about 360 foot. At the Use of the a col dent I t was dark 
aad a light rain m a falling* 

Oonduotor uuinlan o f train Bo. 11 stated that after 
receiving » oie&r&noe o&rd his train left Waterloo ten mil** 
utee late and he received no slow ordere or net lee of sar 
sever* storm west of .utorloo. although he overheard aosseone 
reas&rk that it bad mined quite hard at losra rails, twenty 
•lies weet of A.iington, It m a not mining at any tlxae on 
t h i s trip until he re&ohsd lew H&rtford, 13.6 olios east of 
Arlington, hut thcro sms «othing unusual or alaming- in the 
rainfall at any time before the doyallment# He said the 
speed of his torela m a between 30 and 40 miles m hour at 
the time it was derailed, ar.d upon investigation he found 
that %h& tmzk had teen twehed oat at bridge 1-307-7. 

Flagmen tioekeiae atuted that a oar repairer at Water­
loo told him thfet it had rained west of thfct plaoe but it was 
not mining «t ^starloe nad there w » « no indieation prior to 
the aerallesent of any unsafe e ©mutton on aooount of the r»im* 

B&tgineia&fl Molten of eastbound train H©# IB stated 
that when his train left Fort Uodge tne mrssther w&s olear 
but when he reaehed fesbstsr C i t y , 49 miles vest of A ^ l i i i f t o n , 

he oneountered rain and i t raided intern! ttentty, but he did 
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net N O T I C E any ttnusviai A M O U N T of wit&r in the D L T C H E A A L O N G 

th© right of wey, E® I F T I A his train } / & A « O D O V E R B R I D G E 

at A B O U T 11.10 P,nu and fce iid not not loo A N Y T H I N G 

T H A T wo«ld I N D I E & T E ti^t it M * S in an U N S A F E oanditlem* 
Train Fa, 12 M A the L A S T train to i^as over thia B R I D G E 

B E F O R E T H O D E R A I L M E N T * 

auperviaor of I R A O J C . T O O H E Y A T A T E D T H A T H E R O I E 

over the tra^k where T;,e derailment ooourred on M A ^ 2 7 T H 

A N trains 8 7 and &8 and F O U N D I T in good aandition* 8# 
A A L D N O difficulty H A D B E E N E X P E R I E N C E * A T B R I D G E LIH»20T«»T 

en aoeonnt of H I G H wtar in T H E a & * T A B U T U P O N E X A M I N I N G 

tha bridge A F T E R the derailment H E said It m e H I A O P I N I O N 

that T H A v ? E U T a # # 3 oaoh of the B R I D G E had been maued ciway 
before T R A I N He# 11 r&sohed there* 

" E A T I O N Y % R E M A N V A N H A T E R , in E H A R G E O F T H E S E C T I O N 

of T R A C K . * K E R E the A A D D E N T oaanrredt stated tuat he H A D 

N E V E R aeen & sufficient A T A O U N T O F water in T H E areek T O 

oauise T » N Y unaaair̂ rtis « T A to B R I D G E W-307 - 7 , B U T D U R I N G the 
N I G H T O F T H E A C C I D E N T H E C O N S I D E R E D T H E R A I N S T O R M O F E U F F I -

A I E N T S E V E R I T Y T O •arrert H I M I N petroling the T R A C K east 
of & $ L I & G T A N and L E F T Arlington A T about midnight W I T H three 
E E O T I O A N E N A N D W E N T T O & B R I D G E A B O U T two A I L L E A A A A T O F T H E R E * 

Ee aald he ©ottald<tr©& that pla.ee T H E most dangerous A N D re* 
M&Ined T N E R « with T H E seation&seR U N T I L abomt f*3G A . M . 

A A I D H E H A D N E V E R I > A T R O L E & T H E T R & E F C W E S T O F Arlington E N 
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aaaemnt of rainsterste elnoe bridge w»S0?-7 had teen put in* 
The oeatlon foree In charge of tale aeotion of truo* eea» 
aisted of seven eeotlon mn and a foreman* 

Supervisor of Bridges Jordan stated tnat he Is re­
quired to sake s quarterly lnspeotien of all bridges under 
hi® Jurisdiction &m &e inspected bridge fc-3G7-7 in Mareht 

1918, thoroughly lsspeeted tne bench and wing mil® and 
foundations of tao bridge and found theei in good condition. 
He said he arrived at the eosne of aeeident &% 9 ,found 
the west approach of the bridge washed awsuy from tne founds-
tisn and west wall of the arch, and the south end of tha 
foundation and w i w a l l of the uroh had settled aonsidsrahly* 
It m e his opinion that the derailment was oaused by a wash* 
out, and tha areh oollapssd under tbe foree and weight of 
the derailment* 

Dietriet a^ineer Laden statsa that ne passes, ever 
bridge t?»307«*7 on train r?o. 14 ©bout & p.m. on l&y 23 th, 
riding on the rear platform of the rear ©oaoh for the purpose 
of soaking an examination of the traafc* aad said he saw no 
inOi nations of hesvy rains* He arrived at the aoene of 
aosident about g a*&* and from his observations oaae to the 
conclusion that an extraerdinary amount of wator oae® 
foro .d against the southeast wing vail of the bridge, whioh 
oauaed a very strong current against the west wall, and that 

oaused the emfeanJcttent Mediately west of the area to crumble 



anil w»8h out, 
no&dta&ater Hogera at&ted that it h&4 been raising 

considerably but not to auoh an extant m t© » k © it neees* 
sary to warn anybody uheut the weather conditions or agblsst 
washouts, aa he knew all bridge a in that vieinity were of 
substantial oonatruotlon, He arrived at th# soars** of »«ei» 
dent about a P«JB« and found & great s&ount of mter *&t the 
opening where the dtsrailaant oaaurred. Upon furtr.er exe&i* 
n&tion he w&a of the opinion that & large vols®© of water 
south of tue trao£ e&iae lows with grout f^ree and the aouth-
east win§ eall w«*s undermined, and. while bein^ onderralned by 
the swl ft oar rent an eddy waa forced against the beneh w&ll 
ant southwest wing w&ll, and part of the west baaoh wall 
and both wing walla were undorained a sufficient distanae ta 
oauae the area to aettle * aaa11 amount* Ae thia settlement 
too* pla.se the *t«r ran behind the west m i l ana southwest 
wing wall, and alao at Immediately all oi; ti»e aoibaiumeiit waa 
ttfcSfcod oat, tvhen train HO. 11 ra&ehed tju*t laoe there mi a 
no effibanjcment, «n& while the &roh bssans separated eone by 
tne settlement, the foroe of the train falling on tr*e aroh 
broke it* The fese of the aroh being throws to the ©aat 
indieated to him ta«.t the ferae of the derailment broke it* 

several persona realding in the vieinity of Apling-

ton stated that there w#re exo«ption»lly b*&vy r&ln utojaet 

during the night of Bay &8th# wfciah eontinued until after 
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oldn%ht; that these rain s t e m were the heaviest thsy 
had a sen for several years in that neighborhood, and all 'tea 
erases there were fall of water* 

this aeeident m a eaussd by a washout at bridge 
*̂a>7*r# 

Kale £o* 16 af the book of rales ooverlrsg main* 
tsnanos of way and atraeturea of the I His® is Central Rail­
road provide® lh part as fallowst 

In oase of threatening or prevailing stonast 

traok mm% ha patrolled and all bridges, oulverts 
or p;rttouiar loas 11 ties in traefe liable to as 
affsoted by sash storms , must be eloaely mtohed» 
Foro® will be freely used to patrol tne traek 
under auoh conditions* 

IhtB Investigation dlselosed that there was an 
unusual rainfall in the viols!ty of Arlington during tha 
night of tie accident, and asatien forsaan Van Hater Is at 
fault for not p&trolling W e section of whioh he had ohargs, 
as required by rule He* 16, Ho oenaiderei it neoeesery 
to patrol the trjtok eaet of Arlington, using taxes of the 
aaren seetlon men for that purpose, aad in viê t of the sever-
ity of the rain storms he sateretsed poor ^udgaaent In net 
utilising fels entire foree if neseaa&ry and patrolling the 
trsoA. west of Apllngton m well. This aasiuent oalls a W 
tentlon to tne Imperative neeesslty of atriet oesn/iianse 
with all rales ana regulations promulgated to provldo pro­
per safety in situations of this ahamotex, and had 3 est Ion 
INjressan fan Meter OOEplied with rule so. 16 the condition 
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of bridge 7j-£K}7-7 would undoubtedly r.ave been discovered 
in tio« to have averted the uooldent, 

.Section Foresa&n Van Meter m a aaployed as & 
asotioB laborer In 1896 and ma appointed aeetlon foreman 
In 1906. fi«. has been in etatrgt of the aeetlon of tr&ofc 
where Ike aeci&ent occurred since 1912, &n& ie considered 
by hia superior officers to be a eeeipetent and reliable 
eaployee» 

At the time of tne aooideat fche englnen&n una 
fireman of tr&ln §o# 11 had been en duty £ hours and £6 
oinuteej the other aeaibers ol the crew had been on duty 
3 hours and £>& minutes. 


