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To the Coiiifiiaaion 

On December 23j 1922^ t h e r e .-as a head-end. c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n a work t r a m and a l i g h t e n g i n e on the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l 
R a i l r o a d at Amtoy, 1 1 1 . , .^hich r e s u l t e d m the dea th o f one em­
p l o y e e and t h e i n j u r y o f fou r e m p l o y e e s . 

L ooat I on and met nod of op er at i on. 

T m s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e Amtoy D i s t r i c t of t h e 
13C0R31H D i v i s i o n , „ h i c h ex tends b e t w e e n F r e e p o r t and C l m t c n , 

111 .At t h e p o i n t of a c c i d e n t i t 13 a s i n ; l e - t r a c k l i n e ove r ,*nich 
t r a m s a re o p e r a t e d by t m e - t e b l e cind t r a m o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l 
sys tem c e m m use Tne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t was w i t h i n y a r d la n i t s , 
185 f e e t n o r t h of the end o f d o u b l e t r a c k , app roach ing t h i s p o i n t 
from each d i r e c t i o n t h e t r a c k i s t an_en t f o r some d i s t a n c e , a n d 
the g rade i s about 0 .5 p e r cent d e s c e n d i n g f o r nor thbound t r a i n s . 
I t >.as dark and m i s t y at t h e t i n e o f t n e a c c i d e n t , w h i c h occu r red 
at about 6 . ±5 a .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

E n - m e 2909, i n cnaavge o f Engineman N e l s o n , nad a r r i v e d at 
Ajaboy w i t h a southbound f r e i g h t t r a m , and a f t e r p u l l i n g i n t o 
the south y a r d , on t h e eas t s i d e o f the i/iam t r a c k , had been c u t 
o f f from i t s t r a m , headed out on t h e southbound mam t r a c k , and 
»«as b a c k e d no r thward on t h a t t r a c k , e n r o u t e t o t h e roundhouse . 
Just a f t e r i t had p a s s e d t h e s w i t c h a t m e n o r t h end of d o u t l e -
t r a c k , . .hich i s r e q u i r e d t o t e ke^ t l i n e d f o r t h e southbound 
t r a c k , the e n g i n e c o l l i d e d J i t h «>ork e x t r a <±Q1, 

.IOTIZ E x t r a 401 c o n s i s t e d o f a c a b o o s e , one f l a t c a r , and 
a d e r r i c k c a r , i n t h e o r d e r named, h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 4 0 1 , and 
•*as m cha rge o f Conductor P e r k i n s and Engineman Clem. T h i s 
t r a m , o r i g i n a t i n g at Amboy and en r o u t e t o Mendota , 16 .01 m i l e s 
d i s t a n t , .»a=> ^ r c e e e d m g sout award ove r t h e 3 i n g l e - t r a c k s e c t i o n 
at a speed e s t i m a t e d by t h e t r a m crew t o have t e e n 7 or 3 .u i les 



an hour »«nen i t c o l l i d e d . . i t h e n g i n e L ^ O ^ . 

Only one ^ a i r of wheels ^nder eng ine 2^0^ -as d e r a i l ­
e d , cut t h e t enue r of e n g i n e 431 was d e r a i l e d and f o r c e d a g a i n s t 
t h e b o i l e r head of t n e e n g i n e , » h i l e i t s r e a r E N D t e l e s c o p e d t i r e 
head end of tne c a c o o o e , t h e r e a r end o f which came t o re^t on the 
fo-at car 1.1 l u e d i a t e l y f o i l o s i n g i t . The employee k i l l e d .va^ t n e 
f i r e m a n o f t h s , oric e x t r a i 

Summary of e v i d e n c e . 

Engme j an N e l s o n , of e n g i n e 2905, s a i d t he e n g i n e 
-a= d r i f t i n g at i speed Of 6~or 5 r u l e s an hour ..'hen ne savj g r e e n 
ua rke r s r e a c h i n g . .nich he supposed t o b e l o n g t o a nor thbound 
t r e m -vhich had co^e i n t o t h e n o r t h y a r d as h i o o>vn t r a i n haa l ull-
ed i n t o t n e sc^th y a r d , and i-hich f o r ; o ,e r ea son ^as b a c k i n g oa t 
on t h e i ,a i . i t r a c k ,and he s a i d he n m r e d ^ a t e l y a p p l i e d the a i r t r a k e s 
i n emergenc: , c r i n g i n g t h e e n g i n e n e a r l y t o a s t c > b e f o r e t n e 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . The nar iters ne nad seen .«e re on the c a c o o s e 
of t he „ c r * e x t r a , and ne .;as p o s i t u e tha t n e i t h e r t he h e a d l i g h t 
nor c l a s s i f i c a t i o n l i g h t s of e n g i n e 401 . .ere b u r n i n g He s a i d 
he had t e e n unab le t o " s e e the xdariters any sooner on account o f 
OJ.Cice and s t e a m , a l s o tha t cne l i g h t or. t he r e a r of the t e n d e r 
o f h i s e n g i n e ^as t u r n i n g , a s ne c o u l d s e e i t s r e f l e c t i o n on ths 
t r a c k . Head Bra^e^an Hannah thought t h e s^eed ..as on ly ^ or 5 
, i i l e a an hour ..hen he sasf t h e r a r k e r s on t n e caboose of uor^ e x t r a 

401 and s a i d t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e he had t ime t o ,<ain t h e 
engineman. Brakeman Hmnan v e r i f i e d E n g i n e , an N e l s o n ' s s t a tement 
t h a t t h e h e a d l i g h t on e n g i n e ^01 -as not b u r n i n g , and a l s o s a i d 
t h e l i g h t or t h e t e n d e r o f h i s o.-n e n g i n e wa^ b u r n i n g . Flagman 
L e s t e r , , h o .*as near t h e r e a r end of t he t r a i n o f 32 ca r s h a u l e d 
i n t o Ajrboy by e n g i n e 2909, s a i d he had seen t h e l i g h t on t h e t e n d e r , 
a l t h o u g h i t .if a s about 50 car l e n g t h s d i s t a n t , ft one o f the o the r 
nembers o f t h i s cre«v ../as m p o s i t i o n t o kncvn a n y t h i n g of t h e events 
l e a d i n g UJJ t o t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e a c c i d e n t . 

The on ly employees on e n g i n e I O I at the t ime cf t h e a c c i d e n t 
mere t he en g mew an and f i r e m a n , t ne l a t t e r . a s k i l l e a , . . b i l e 
t h e i n j u r i e s s u s t a i n e d by t h e engineman >«ere such t h a t no s t a t e ­
ment c o u l d b e o b t a i n e d from him at t h e t i m e of t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
Conductor P e r k i n s s a i d tnac .."hen t n e e n g i n e came f r o r , t he round­
house t he h e a d l i g h t and c l a s s i i i c a t i o n l i g h t s ,*ere b u r n i n g , and 
t ha t he had seen t h e r e f l e c t i o n o f th.3 h e a d l i g h t at the t i r re 
tne t r a m p u l l e d out on the l e a d t r a c k c o n n e c t i n g tha n o r t h y a r d 
• i t h t h e j , a m t r a c k , t h e s w i t c h .^nere t h i s l e a d tracK connec t s 

. . i t h the t a i n t r a c k i s about 3,000 f e e t from t h e ^ c i n t of a c c i d e n t . 
Head Brajte^an Arms t rong s a i d tha t -hen ne thre.* the s w i t c h f o r the 
t r a m t c move Oat on the mam tracK he n o t i c e d tna t t n e h e a d l i g n t 



was b u r n i n g , a l t h o u g h not v e r y b r i g h t l y ; a f t e r c l o s i n g t h e s w i t c h 
he b o a r d e d t h e c a b o o s e . Conductor P e r k i n s e s t i m a t e d t h e speed 
at t h e t i m e of t h e c o l l i s i o n t o have been 7 or 8 m i l e s an n o u r , 
v . h i l e t he brakeman tnought i t was 5 or 6 m i l e s an hour , Eaah 
o f t h e s e employees s a i d t h e r e was no a p p l i c a t i o n o f t he a i r b r a k e s 
p r i o r t o t he c o l l i s i o n . Tne s t a t emen t s o f a l l employees i n d i c a t ­
ed t n a t t h e wea ther c o n d i t i o n s *ere not such as t c i n t e r f e r e m a t e r ­
i a l l y .vi th t h e i r v i s i o n . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

Th i s a c c i d e n t i s b e l i e v e d t o have teen caused p r i m a r ­
i l y b y t h e f a i l u r e of Engineman Clem, o f work e ; : t ra ^ 0 1 , t o n a m -
t a m a p r o p e r l o o k o u t o f t h e t r a o k ahead. 

The s t a t e m e n t s Of t he t r a i n cre»« of *ork e x t r a *01 
t h a t t h e r e ^as no a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e a i r b r a k e s p r i o r t o t h e a c c i ­
dent i n d i c a t e s t h a t Engineman Clem d i d not s e e t h e approach of 
e n g i n e 2909 p r i o r t o t h e o c c u r r e n c e of t h e a c c i d e n t . Itad he been 
m a i n t a i n i n g a p r o p e r l o o i t o u t , and o p e r a t e d h i s t r a i n under p r o p e r 
c o n t r o l w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s , p r e p a r e d t o s t o p u n l e s s t h e main t r a c k 
was seen or kno <fn t o b e c l e a r , as r e q u i r e d b y t n e r u l e s , he s h o u l d 
have t e e n a b l e t o s e e e n g i n e 2909 m t i m e t o b r i n g h i s t r a i n t o a 
s t o p b e f o r e t h e c o l l i s i o n . 

Engmemen Clem and N e l s o n were employed as f i r e m e n 
m 1913 and p r o m o t e d t o engmemen i n 1913. The e r e ; of »»ork 
e x t r a ^01 had been on du ty l e s s than an hour , a f t e r 1 3 j hours o f f 
d u t y , t he crevJ o f e n g i n e 2909 had been on duty 5i h o u r s , a f t e r o f f -
du ty p e r i o d s r a n g i n g f rom ^2 hours t o s e v e r a l d a y s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W P . BORL/ND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


