INTERST: L COMUERCE (CCMNMI®CION.

REPCRT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF S:FETY I RE INVESTIG! T-
10N OF fI' ACCIDENT THICH OCCURRET ON THE ILLINCIS CENTRAL
RAILRQAD /T &YEOY, ILL., O DECEVLIR 53, l9scs.

January ¢, 12:3.
To the Cowrnisszion

On Dece.ber 33, 1323, there was a head-end collisicn
between & work trair and a liznt enzine on the Illinous Central
Railrcad at Amtoy, I11., ~hich resulted ir the death of one em-
ployee and the i1njury of four ewsployees.

Location and metnod of operation.

Tais accident occurred on the Awcoy District of the
1sconsin Davision, ohich extends tetween Freeport and Cllntcn,
I11.4% the point of acciient -t 13 a sinzlewtrack line over wnich
trains are operated by tise-teble and train orders, no blOGK-ulgﬂi
systew cein 1in use Tne poiit of accident wazs withan yard li.ats,
1585 feet north of the end of double track, approachin: this ypoint
from each direction the track 1s tan ent for some distance,arm
the arade as abvoat 0.5 per cent descendin; for northbound trains.
It .as dark and misty 2t the tivre of tne accident, .hich cccurred
at about 6.:5 a.m.

Degoription.

En_ine 23309, in cnarge of Engineman Nelsorn, nad arraived at
Astoy w1th a boutnuound freloht tI&IF, and after rulling inte
the south yard, on the east s1de of the umain track, had teen cut
off{ from 1ts train, headed out on the southbound main track, and
w23 backed north.ard on that track, enroute to the roundhouse.
Just after 1t had passed the swasch at ke north end of dolkle-
track, ohich 1s re(uired to te kept lined for the southbound
track, the enzine collided 1tk work extra <01.

Jors Extra 401 consisted of a caboose, one flat car, and
a aerrick car, in the order named, hauled bty engine 401, and
+«a3 1n charge of Conductor Perkins and Encineman Clewm. This
train, originating at Amboy and en route to Merdota, 16.01 mles
distant, was ,receeeding soutniard over the single-track sectiocn
at a speed estirated bv the train cres to have teen 7 or ¢ wiles



-
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ar. hour wnern 1t ceollidea . 1th ecging <

Cnly oae pair of whe2l3 .nder 2nzing =.0v a3 deraail-
ed, wut the tenaer of engine 401 was derairlied and fooced agaanst
the boiler head of %ne e~zine, «hile 1ts rear s.d teiescoped the
head end of tns catoose, the rear end of ~hich caw® T0 Ie-t on the
f.at car is.edilasely follosinz 1t. The exployes killed wa- tne
firewan of the .orx extrai

Sarary of evidence.

Ergilaer an d2lson, of sngine cuOu, 3a 2 Pngl.ne
wzs drifting at o speed of & or 3 niles an Lour vhen ne saw green
rarkers &p, roaching ~nich he su.posed to neWOug t0 a aorthbtound
trein «hich rad cowe 1.2t0 the north yard as his oen tTaln nRad j:u].l«
ed 1050 tn2 sc.th yard, and ¢hich for o .8 reason Jas tacklng Gdu
on the nal. track ,a:d he sa1d he imezd.ately apilied the air Trakes
in ema3rgens: , Drln01n7 the enzine nearly to a sto. cefore tne
ccllizion ogecurred. The navxers ne nad sesn were on the caccose
of the worx extrz, and ne Jas positise that nerther the headlight
nor classification lights of eigine 401 were turring He said
he had teea vnakle to zee the arkers any sooner on account of
-1.0£2 and steap,alzo that oas lizht or the rear of the ternder
of N13 ensia2 433 burning,as ne cocld see 13s rsrlection on k=
track. heaa brazesan Rannah thougnt the byeea w&3 Oonly « 0T 9
w1le3 an hour .her he sad Yne rarkers on tne caboose Ol Tors extra

401 and said the collisicn occurred tefore he rad S14e to warn the
Snginérian, Brakeman H:ncaa verified Engsine_ an Helson's statewent
that the headlizht o1 engine 40l a3 not berning, and also said
the 1light or the tender of his own enzine was barning. Flaguan
Lester, who was near the rear ond of the train of 82 cars hauled
1nto thOf Ly engine 2909, said he had ssen the light on the tender,
altho.gh 1t was acodt 50 uar Iengths distant. Jone of the other
rercers of this crew Jas 1in positicn %o know anrthing of the events

ieading up to the occurrence of the accident.

The o1, emyploy=es on ergine =01 =zt the time of the accident
were the ep-ainewan and firecan, tne latter was xillea, .hile
the injuries sustained bty the engineuan «ere such thabt no state-
went could ve ottaized from him at the time of this investigation.
Cornductor Perkins said tnac «hen tne engine came frow the round-
nouwse the headlight and classification lights were burning, 2nd
that he had seean the reflection of thz headlight at the tixe
tne trair puliled out on the lead track comnectiag the north yard
»2th the wain track, the switch wnere this lead tracg connecss
w1th the cain track 1s about 3,000 feet from the point of accident.
Head Braxenan Arustrong 3214 that +hen ane thre. the switch for the
trzin tc move 0.t om the aain tracxk he nciiced sSnat tne headlignt



was burning, although not very brightly; aliter closing the switch
he ktoarded the catcose. Couductor Peikins estimated the speed

at the time of the collision to have been 7 or o miles an hour,
while the brakeman tnought 1%t #as 5 or 6 mles an hour, Eaah

of these employees said there was no¢ application of the air kbrakes
¢r1or to the collision. Tne statements of all smployees indicat-
ed tnat the weather ccondisions ere not such as tc interfere uwater-
1ally with their vision,

Congclusicns,

This accident 1s believed to have teen caused primar-
11y ty the failure of Engineman Clem, of wvork extra 401, to nain-
tain a proper lookout of the tragk ahead.

The stateusnts ¢f the train crew of work extra s01
that there aas no applicatzon of the air brakes prior to the acei-
dent i1ndicates that Enginewan Glen did not see the approach of
engine 2909 prior to the occurrence of the accident. Had he been
malntalnlna a proper looxout, and operated his trailn und&r pIroper
centrol wlthln yard linits, p;euared to stop unless the main track
was $€én or kno/n to be clear, as rejuired Ty tae rules, he should
have teen able Yo see enzine ?309 1n time€ t¢ trirg his train to a
stop tefore the collision.

Erginemen Cler and Nelson were employed 43 firemen
1n 1913 and promoted to enginemen in 1913, The crey of wOT'k
extra <0l had beer on duty less than an hour, afger 135 hours off
duty, the crew of eéngine 290% had been on duty 5% hours, after oif-
duty periods ranging from «3 hours %o several days.
Hespectfully suomitted,
W P. BORL/ND,

Darector.



