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IN KE INVISTICATION OF Al 4CCIDEMT wiICH OCCUBRED
ON 7HE HOUSION & TELL) CEMIGal RALiBOAD AT
BOND, TERAS ON JANGARY 14, 1918.

Murch 12, 1818,

On Jenusry 14, 1018, thexe wus a dercilument of &
mewwwaw mnml;&anmﬁ
Gozmond, Toxas, ?mm in the death of 1Y persons
ané the Lmjury of 10 sePsons. After investigasiom of
this seclidens the mﬂ‘ of the Buresu of Safely rejoris
as Tollows?

The portion of the Howston & Teams Central Fuilroed
on whish this sodident sovuwrred is & single-traek line,
over which trein sovesments are goveraad by the train or-
dor and dispstoblag aystes. The treck oxtends goneorally
Borth anf scuth o3 Shis division bat treins sre designad-
88 on the tige oerd &5 eusthcouad or mestbouni. By tine
sird yule passenger bralu: 5.9t not exvosd = zpesd of 46
ailes an hour.

m dereliled trein we: westhound jpassenzer trein
en route from Hearne, Tezas to Znpls, Texas. It
wmixz%eﬁ of 1 beggage o0, 1 eo23h, 1 wz:— gar aud 4
Pulinss sleeplng ¢ars, &ll of steel soumstruotins, beuled
by lacosmotive m, end w3 in cberge of Londuetor Horgsn
end Engloesen Hyntmen. 7Thls traiz errived st Celvers,
the Tirst stalion esst of Sasgond snd 5.8 mlles dlsizsat
&% £2.3% s.®m., 2% whish polab 1t et essibound
ragseager trein Bos 18, and t.m grew réoeived an order
alrecting than Lo suit 2t Hamsond uatil 3.45 e2.8., for
easthonnd extrs 468. Trzin Z‘f&a. 47 left Celvert st 34 Golta,
£4 mimutes late, and wes dersiled at & erossover swiich
lesding to the side~track ot Heumond, et sboul J.50 a2,
vhile running at & syeed estiveied to Bave been 38 or 40
miles en hour.

're i‘;g tik; sime trg;ncm, 17 ves émé;;é‘ asgtbound ele
» Shargen oaductor Beage Enginesan Xins,
ves stending om the side-Sraok, with the loccmniive sbout
250 feed vest of the Srocsover switeh. The .t.mmauw,
tonder spd the forward oalr of trucks of the baggsy
af Sreip #Ho. 17 przsed mtely over Lhe switeh Ma.
The rexy truoks of the bagguge ear, w&m%&ﬁi%&a
following wheels op the ieft hand alde of the train, an-
tered tho opening mede by “he demuged swiich poimt, and
the obalr car in truin Ho., 17 soilided with losomotive
485, sbovipz 1t Dsck about €O feet snd devuilied tho ene




wie

%jﬁu s together with the front trucks of & esbooss
lam&im The front end of the bolleyr of
lacomntive 465 caze in comtoet with the left side of the
shelyr our about the level of the window sille, and the
sitire truoture of that slde of the csr sbove the
sindow wes torn « The foroee of the eollision
tore off the remn boerd oB the left sids of loeomotive
465 and pulled ocut the breacket studs. The air pwmap snd
its stean conneeotion to the Boiler, ss well 2 the blower
pipe, were brokea off, permitiing Steem and sonlding weter

to flow into the wreoked shsir ser, &li of tsze killed end
mﬂya&latakai%&hi ig this car. 7The dersilied
traia parted betweoen sud tkiﬁ ear behind the
Iocomotive. beggege o8y, inoedietely
behindg the engine, wep dereiled but rmim an the tles,
with wheels sbout 7 iaches from the zain trask rails; the
reey truock of this oar stopped 1,007 feet west of the Qrosse
ovey gwiteh. %’Mmrtmwf%@m“rmam&,
with the left sheel off the ties snd sbout 2.1/2 fest froam
trzok, snd the car LOdY wax lesning towerd the slide-trsck.
%fwﬁnﬁmmammﬁiﬁre&rmmgm-

but vere deralled, =itk the exsepthon of the rear trusk
&f be resr oar, vhich reseliped op the reils Just east of
the orussover switoh. These eers followed in gsaersl Jine
behind the chelr car. mmam&ara@mw
wves Lorn loose Iross the oix and Jemved ageinst the rear
truck, vhich was in pleoe unier the osr snd astride the
south rell of the main Sruek,

dppros the soint of secldent from the sast there
is = tengent 3, fmizlwth; ﬁ'anmbyglaﬁw
ourve %0 the .‘mﬂ 57 foet in lemgth end extending to
point of soeldent,. The first 1, feet of this tengent
iz on & despending of esbout 1%, the next 1,400 fect
is prectiosily lew mﬁﬁamﬁéﬁrwtmmww
cending grede of about 1%. The first 400 fw& of the
curve is on en sasosuding grede of sbout 1% the re-
meinder of the track to point of accidest 1 Tevel, ~The
traok consiste of %—m steel rails &fmi&lwﬁ%
gith about 19 pine sad oypress tiss uziw esch reil, and
Mﬁ&%ﬁﬁ&%ﬁmﬁ. The tyack is

e platad, contimusus yell Joints are ik use, the Lsuge
umﬁtmﬁzﬁ, and 15 feidly »ell muintained. There
uﬁmmamrmmmewgm asuth
side of the main m& &t Bmoeopnd, end slso & orossover
m&mmmwws&m &&a passing tragk, through

& feving polnt switeh for westbound treine, thisz oross.

over switch being leested sbout 1,100 feet wast of ihe
sast passing-track switeb. mmmwm time was
derk and sisty.

The first indicatisps of dersilment were Tlange maris




B

on the ties mosr the Dase of end to $the left of the =sin
iino about 17 feal west of Lhe corgssover switch,
st which place the rheels on the left hamk side of the
trein dropped off the stock rall bstreen the south switch
int end the stock rell. Thoee Tlenpe merks ifmoressed
muber opd diverged to the south until e point sbout
48 Teeot wost of the excssover svitch waug resched] the
maip treok vwes then form wp for & dlstipece of zlout
176 feet, vithk the exseption of the portk rell wviieh Iée
muineé intect on the ends of the broken Liee., Leaving
the erosscver switoh, the Tirst two ralls om the south
#lée of the main treck were intect, but the follovisg sixz
milsmmtmwm@mmmr&maﬁntm The
first tvo reile op the north side of the srosmover wurs
b disturbed, but the other reils were torn uy 0 the
pRasing~track switeh and showed toward the nals track,

The oroseorsy switel ifwvolved in tnis sosident wes
the coumon stendsrd 1S-foot s lLit switah with Ligh switeh
stand, ocopnsoted to bridie Dars by 1«1,/ inmoh econuesting
rod. Both bridle bers were &4 X 2«1/ ine: stesl, fm&
aftar the aceldent were found intaol exempt that No. 1
bridie bey wes beni towsrd e osst 2 distenee of shout
S«3/4 inchep, ond the swm: reil switcl point stoud cpem
sbout 3/% ipoh. The owi giiaxna suoved thet aarently
1t bad beenm strusk dy & ¥ flange, sad for = dlstanes
of sbout 3~1/4 inches it w83 beut w the morth sbout 31/2

Faglonuan Hyundman, of train Ho. 17, ststed ihat <hen
he appryozehed Hammond he asw (5o 2uitsh farget and 1T ine
giosted Shet zhe awitch vas get for movoment o Lho malam
1ine, poted thut the switel solut on the snglnensn?’s side
waH i}fﬂyﬂﬂz sed, bubt oould mot see the awiteh poliat oa
the Tiresen¥s side. o sald tie gpesd of hia Ersin et
the tizme waz 35 or 40 miles an hour, i after the 1500w
mative passed tie switol the brnkes Putametleslly applied
and e thoughi the $ralim Bad booken in 499, Somebtine
e&fter the acoident he exanined the switeh apd foumd that
the bridle bar vasg bent in such nmanper 82 W ake him
khizk 11 wes bent by somethiog dragging under & trasin.
He zlso mobiced that tie wedl switeh polnt stood about
3/4 Sook eway from the rail. Iz bis opinlon the sedie
deat vas oaused by the sonditlica of the ewilabpaint, and
thought the rezson the locomative ;ceped ovar the switeh
#ithout belng dersiled wae un spgount of belag on Lhe
sarve it orowded svey from the switoboodnt, and alzo thed

the flanges ware Sood.

&, of sastbound extya 485, stated that
ale train mws a@ ssin iine st Bamsond, bosaked in
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on the passing treck to cleer trein Fo., 17 2t sbout 3,30
Seey 2Rd Lhe Lrakemsm lluved the switeh for the meln line
ant }’;mgé ir. Re 214 pot look ot the switeoh efter the
brekomen closed 1t, dut zfter the sceldent he sasmined
it and fousd that the brldle ber ves bonb.

Erglosnsn Kims, of extre 485, stated that after his
trein pulled 1o on the paseling rsek =t Bsssmond, the hraokee
men lined up the ewiteh for the =main llne., He 4id not zee
the btrekeman line up the switoh 50 welked we 2nd looked
8% the switehrolnts and founmd thes 0o be lined up =11
right, but 412 not ezemine ther gorefully. After the age
oléent be exsained the sylitoh, found iths bridle bar bent
apd the tohpelut moved evay from the west r=il sbout
n loch. 8160 apx marks on the tles whieh wore ovi.
¢ently made by spmething dregging Trowm & Syein.

Brakeman Rimsky, of extyre €68, stzted trst vhen kis
trelin ervived st Hemoond 1¢ cpened Lie switeh zufd Lhe
truin backed im op the pessipz treck, zrier which be lined
the switeh upy for the main line ané iwkeﬁ it. &e zicneed
down st the awitehpolnhs after llving up the switoh and
by the light from the hesdlisht, whish =a2 shout 0 foet
erey »t Lhst tive, mew Doth podnte pleinly and Lhey 27w
peared o be 211 right, slthough be 414 mot exuniee them
esrefully. He then wenms inta the seboose of his train,
rexeined thore untdl he sew trsip Ne. 17 epprocehling,
g0t out snd welked up %o the eisline cnd was stonding
there vhen the a2ceoldent cesurred, 7The lest treim using
this switeh srior to the tizme extre 485 Boked in on the
pessing treck waz ezsthound extre 817, »¥Wich train wes
on this sidimg for train No. S.

Conduotor Stegsll, of essthound extrs 817, stated
that his train errived ot foxmond and soved $2 on the
peezing treck %0 jpermit trein Bo. B Lo pegs, vhASh 4D
rived there ebiout Z.71 s.m,., AfSter trein Ho, € peased,
bis trein moved oul on the meip treel, using the crogse
over switeh for thedl purpone, and sfter peasgsing Lthet
gwiteh ebout ten Teet the trali: was stopyed widle the
resr hrekemsn alosed the pwitel, med his Svein left there
sbhout 2,30 e.z. He gsid he pew the hreRemen look st Lhe
switohpoinie, thet the points were sronerly closed, and
be vap mﬂﬁw thet the bridle bar vee not bent vhen
his treinm left there. Upom srrival st Calwept, 8.6 miles
sast of Hammond, the tyein wes besded $2 oR She psssing

and in looking over the tyemin it was disecovorad
that the brake Desm on the ninstesrih cer from the sebuose
ws hanging down ami dregeing, the hawger ves mipsing
on the sast side of the ear, wihlle the henger ou the weet
side was bent., The safety chais sermitted the brake
besn %o heng doma low to a the brske shoe to
s1ide op the reil, BHe sald he looked bis trsim over at
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Bsumond, but s2 bis trein ves a% ihis nt ouly & short
time bo 41é not have tine Lo go over of 1%,

Rear Srekenan MeXes, of extre 817, stated that alter
bis train soved from She pessing treck 40 the mein Sresk
ot Bumsond he liosé the crossover switeh for the main
line and loaked it. then looked et the switoh points
end wae very oertein thst they were all right. He fure
thor stated thst the Dridle bar was 2ot bent Tor he sould
have noticed 1t AL Lt wes,

SBeotion Foreunn Youngdlood steted thst he aXe
snined the orosmuver switeh afiter the dersilment, found
mmmmhszammmMiamaéiui-
sated to him thet it bhad recently been struck by A000-
thing, snd the swikeh solntes wore open, Ho also found
& piese of a breke shoe, key, bhapger, sud rigging on $he
pazsing Sraok, “

Assistent Superintendent Nsinteoanoe of Tay Irdby
steted that he exsnined the orossover switch after
the accident, found bridle ber Ho, 1 beut 5-35/¢ iluches,
and vhem lined up for the sein line the west switebpoint
stoed about 3/€ imoh. Por sdout 50 or 50 feed north
of bridle ber No. 1 he saw narks of the ties, 15 to 20
inoches from the sest weil, whioch mig:t have been made by
scmethiog dregging under & Srein.

Tils sooident was cuused by ihe switobpolnt on
she lefthand side of the erossover switeh et Hemmond being
sutficliently ag& to allow the whesls ob the lefthand side
of srein Bo. 17 to enter thet opening snd dersil toe trsin.
After the mecident No. I Yridle bay of thie gwitch was
found to be bent to the eest about 534 inches snd the
switeh polint on the lefthand side of $hils switeh wes adout
/¢ inoh swey from the stook reil, Fnile it ocould not be
definitely sscertaised just what seused this switeh to Be
in the condition in »hich it wus founs, from the feot thet
the breke rigging o ane of the cers of extrs 17 was found
dragging 2t the ; siding efter leaving it 1s
beil thet some sortion of this asue brake rigsing was
dragging when 1t pmesed over this selteh, end asupght the
frid bay, therebly bending it spd ulliang the switsk polins
oy fTos %m stock reil. This delsg & fselng point switeh
for westbound treins, when westbound trsin Ho. 17 resched
the og:iwﬁe& volint the vheels on the lefthand 2ide of
that
The only

CE ek vy

& entered the opening and dersliled the Srain,

reascn that ocn be given why tie locomotive wss
ot derelled 13 thet 16 was on the curve loaning %0 the
right znd orowvded the vighthssd reil o 2uoch an sxtent
s® o aske the lefthend whosla nles the open switehpolnt.

Buls 104 of the operativg rules of the Bouston & Tezas
Centrel Rellrosd providesz ia part as follows:

sfeitches must be loft im proper position ale
ter heving dDeen used. Conduelors sre responsible
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mmwﬁwﬁmuimwwtmia&
thelr trsimmen, exso;t where switeh tenders sre

mnm
#ast know thet swiltches are jropere
ummmmummsmaiumw -
othey tracks. m.mmumauam
to be met by smother train, the enginemen, when
his is eleer, must ses that the switol i
PTO set for ummm-

M%Mnmmﬁ%ﬁw%mr
8tepgsll or Drakesan KoZes of oxtrs 81%, Enginemen Eims, or
Brakemen Mimsky of sxtra 465, Mammumumw
feative conlition of Shie wim m the soeident wrould
have Deevsverted,

Both of Shese hrskeszen who Bandled this switeh were
esxperienced men, Euch of them stste that they ezenined
the avitoh polmte vhem oloping the smiteh, and if their
stetenents be Ltrue, it is inexplsinsble vhy its defective
waditlon was 2ot dissoversd, At the time orf the =seident
the orew of extrs 817 had beens on doty 8 bours and 30 mine
utes, and the orsw of extre 485, 12 hours sad 40 alnutes.
%m&ﬂtmﬁ%.l?hﬁﬁmmmimmw
M *
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