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S W A T S M S msm, a m * <m i $ t i n * * 
runs X3t XB14* there m» ft head-'-end solXieion bsfcwestt two passenger trains on tb« Sacking Valley tai}«ay sear Starr* 6bio, resulting In tbo death of 1 en̂ inemsa* firemen., 1 braxs-man and 1 baMa^B8a% and the injury «* 90 $*e*ea0ers 4 4 s t a l e r * ooo and % sail alsrfcs* After investigatioa tbia accident* too Chief Inspector of Safety Appliances repdarta a « follows* 

Southbound ©assenger train Ho* 13d consisted of X combination maii and baggage oar* e#»ig#ed with a ataol under frajae and & eoacbea, each of ̂ oodon construction* m routo from Lo#aa* Ohio* to Posercy* Ohio* St m a hauled by Xooostotive «s* 74 and m a in charge of Conductor dannett mm 3£*sSns3aa& fctevia* It «aa IX minute© late leaving togan s&d at %ion ltanece» 4*4 ailea fro® Starr* the crew is ehargs received train order #o* £8* reading as follows* 
*Bo# 1 M Sag* 74 meet 18b* 13? Bag* 73 at Starr* No, 1&7 gats this at Starr*" 

Train Ho* 134 left tTnin Suraaee at nsm $* m#* © minutes late ana collided with %min $om 137 at a |>olnt about one-half stile north of Starr while running at a s#eed estimated to have been between S6 and 30 miles per hour* 
northbound passenger train 8o# IS? soaaisted of i eo&bl~ nation mail and baggage car* stripped with a steel underfrane* S coaches and 1 parlor «ay# tho Xatter 3 ears being of wooden construction* en routo from Fomeroy* Ohio* to Logon, Ohio* Tb» train was hauled by looessotlve Ho, 78 and «as in charge of Con* dustor Wiiaoa and *n̂ iaeman Shaffer* ,Xt arrived at Starr, the regular meeting point with southbound passenger tr«ln Ho* 134* at &$4* train Ko* 134 had not ejrrived and fnasmuoh as the train order board was in the clear position, and no trula orders wars delivered to the crew* train *w« 18f being the superior train pro* seeded on ita w&y* io&ving Btarr a t 8*38 s*si* and colliding with train Ho* 134 while running at a speed estimated to have been between 29 and $0 alios $ar hour* 
Both loeos»tives want dosn tho «%utasnt on tbe Oast aid* of tbe track and mxe belly ftsasged* looosiotive of train «o* 134 e^lodcd* v/bile both combination tsail and hsg&age ears 

•••ve.'-s Quito badly dmaaged* 411 of tho other ears in each train (' ^s?e slightly damaged, and all remitted on the traok* 
SThis part of the fiver Division of the Hoeicias-Valley Sail* m y is a single traefc line* Ho bloelt signal sysfesi Is in uss* trains belns operated by train orders and tl̂ ô sard Jrights, fol* lowing saovcssents being spaced five minutes a$rart at open tele* graph of flees* $be aooident occurred a fm feet north of a 3 -foot bridge* ©a a fill varying in dê th frottt 7 to 10 feat* with a ds$0€3di8$ ̂ ade for southbound train of about *& per cent* Appi?oaohiŝ  tbe goiat of tb« collision from tbe station 



at Starr there Is a « t m to tfce loft about «*J&S0 foot la length* varying in curvature turn A t o $ degrees* fhim there In about \ 400 foot of atraigbt track between tbo northern end of thia curve and the bridge* %pfdnehlng tbo point o f accident froa tbo opposite dirootlott there is a tangent 1*700 foot in length, followed bar o curve to tho loft o f front 8 to d aogroos* this curve* being about i.oao foot in length* fbero is about %m feet o f straight traaa: between the eoutbem end of thia ourro and the point of collision* Tho range of vision of oouthbound trains in not usual* over 100 foot* while northbound train* have a vision of about 450 or 300 feet* Th& weather at tbo time was el ear* 
At the time train order Kb* S3 loaned to the orow of s train No* 134 at Union fumaee* the mm trd>r elae aent to t th© erew of train tfo» 137 at Starr* being received at that point J by the agent and operator. S« *«* 8fng+ It tbo tto he received I t* a order he failed to display his train order board, and after F th© orfler had been sie&e complete* at $»Dt p*m«, he w busy celling tle&etfi ond attending to other dutiois until the arrival of train So, IS?* @e then wont to the sail e&r* banded a mail pouoh to the railway mail eierk and at the mm time received a pouoh of cîillg but ht: forgot to deliver train order Wo* 88 to the train • orevf, as well no tho clearance eord ̂iiiob be boa already filled } out* Operator Bing stated that ho did ttot Jsaosr ̂ bother or not I he tola the dispatcher* before repealing tbo order* thot the • 

train order beard was fli ©played, but It *«» the custom to £o ao ' and he supposed that he followed this euetara* As soon m he re* J turned to tho telegraph office* after the departure of train So* 137* he realized that ho had forgotten to deliver tho train order* 
Sole So* of tho book of rules of tbo operating do*-partstont reads ao follows: 
•Train ordora mot not bo sent for delivery to trains •} acting point jf |f, .j ^ J n e^Uffo It can 

-K>- not bo avoided# spool i preonutieno smot be token by tho train aiopateaors and operatoro to ineure safety," 
frain &lspetoher Clarh* who loaned train order So* S3t stated that ho did not aond the or4or to train Ho* 137 at Creola* tbe flrot tologrmpb Office south o f Starr* because he could not figure on a sooting point for tho tm trains until after train So* 137 baa 10ft Creole* Ea ateted that ho fend bom advised: by Operator Sing before tho latter f̂ poatod the order that tbe train order board wao diopiayeg and inaesmeh no bo bod advieed the crew of train Ho* 134 In tho train order that train m* 157 tswuld receive tha order at ©t&rr* bo considered that ho bed taSten all the precaution required u»id<n» rule Ho* 

^hle aoei&ent was caused by the failure of Oserator Singe 
located at Starr, to display hia train order board t& tho atop 
position for train Hta* 137 and to deliver to thaitrain orow of 
that train a oo^y of truin order Ho* 38* v ^ 



Operator B&sg m o e&ployed 00 an operator ot 880*9 on Qotoher ®* »n4 on Moron an* lt©&» mfc «»ae agent no well 
oe operator* He M 4 fee$n easloyod in that oap&oitr since that time* Ho m& eonal&erM to 00 an officiant and capable employee and bore a good reputation* 

While Chore ia m OXQU.T-O tor euoh negligence in tho per* fomanoo of auty oe mso displayed in thia ease* yet tho 0 ntlnuod occurrence of aeeidonto of thia character e&li» attention to tho necessity of aotse s^e«uat« form Of bioo& aignal protection* 


