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THTZRSTALE COMMERCE COMAISSION

RTPCRT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTTOATION OF AN ACCIDENT THICH OCCURRED ON THE
HOCKING VAIIRY RATIWAY AT CUMMINGS, OHIO, OK AUGUST
26, 1928.

November 30, 19383.
To the Commiscicn:

On August 28, 1928, there was a side collision
between a freight train and a nassenger train on the
Hocking Val ley Railway at Cummi gs, Ohic, resultine in
the death of 1 employee, and the injury of 123 nassengers,
3 persons carried under contract and 1 emwployee, Thas
accident was 1awvestigated in conjunction with a repre-
sentative of the Ohio Commission of Public Utilities.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Toledo Division,
extending between Toledo and Colw .tus, Ohio, a distaace
of 123 miles, 1n the 1mmediate vicinity of the poirat of
accident this is o single~track line over 7hich traias
are operated by tise-table, train orders and a manual
block-signal system. The accident occurred within yvard
limits at Cummings, at the north switch of a siding
known as the second track; this siding parallels the
main track on the east and extends between Cummings and
LeXoyne, which station 1s 3,5 miles south of Cummings,
and 1s used by all north-bounéd freight trains,
Aporoachang the point of accident from eitner direction
the track is tangent for about 1 mile, while the grade
is practically level,

The clearance wost governing northbound movements
on the siding 1s located 878 fe=t insicde of the south
vyard-1limit board and 160 feet south of the point of
frog of the north ewitch of the siding. There 1is a
train-order board located just ovteide of the telegraph
office, 118 feet north of the point of the frog. This
office anc all the fixed signals, 1includiarg a manual-
block signal located 36€ feet north of the train-order
signal, are loccated on the engi-eman's side of a north-
bound train.
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There was a very dense fog at the time of the aceci-
dent, which occurred between 4.358 and 5 a.m.

Description

Northbound freight trzin first No. 87 consisted
of 88 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 139, and was 1n
charg:s of Conductor Weldon and Engineman Ept. Thie train
entered the cicdianec at LeMoyne and on arrival at Cummings,
at about 4.56 a.m., 1t was not brought to a stoo until
the engine had fouled the 1ain track. While standing at
this porat 1t was struck by train No. 30,

Soutabound passenge? train No. 30 coasisted of
one express car, oneé coambination mail and baggage car, one
coach, and two Pyllaman sleepiang cars, in the order named,
he uleu by engiae 92, and was 1n charﬂe of Conductor
White anc Englweman Spaeth. The first thres cars were of
steel-underframe construction and the last two cars were
of all stesl construction, Tlhis train departed frou
Walbridge, the last onen office, 3,1 wiles north of
Cumminzsg, at 4.55 a.m., agcorcing to the train sheet,
23 miautes late, and collided with train first No. 67 at
Cummings while traveling at a speed variously escinated
to have been betwcen 25 and 50 milies oer hour.

En:ine 139, together with 1ts tender, was Cerailed
to the ez~t but rerained upright, coupnled to the train.
Engine 928 was derasiled %o the weat and came to zzst on 1its
right side, ocprnosite sngine 139; the tender of enzire 93
had 1ts caistern tnrn frorm the frame. The first car in
train No, 30 was destroyed while the forward end of the
second car wao slightly damased. The ewmployee killed was
the fireman of train No. 30,

Sunaary of evidence

Eaginenan Zpt, oftrain first No. 67, stated that
he had encounterec oal v a 1li1zht fom urt1l he reached an
overhead bridge located about 5,000 feet south of the
point of acciaent but from tnat point northward the fog
was very dense. Tne speed was between 8 aand 10 miles per
hour after vassing the bridge, with the headlight burning
prightly. Enpianeman Ent used the 1awepeadent cagiae
brake and kent a sharp lookout for the yarc~liuzt
board, but owinge to the denge for he did not locatse 1%t nor
was he able to see the clearance vost. He knew, howaver-
that he wag nearing the extrezne north end of the siding
and thereforce made about a 20-pound brake-pipe reduction;
after traveling about two car-lengths farther he saw a
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coal shed which 1s iocatad almost ovnposite the north switch
and, cefinitely realizing that 1s troin was going to foul
the wmain track, he 1imvediately applicd the air brakes

1n emergency, bringing thetrain to a stop with ths left
cyiinder and front of the pilot be=w of the engine fouliag
the nain track. As soon as the ston was made, at 4.58
a.m., according to the enginenan, ae told Eead Brakeman
Robson to flag train No. 30; by this tine the head brakenan
who had been ridine on the engine, wae on the ground.
Although the engine was vroperly equipped with flagging
equinnent, i1ncludinc fusces, torpedocs and red lantern,
the engineman noticec that Head Brakeman Robson at first
started away with only a white lantarn and then returned
anc requested a red fusee. In the ncantime Engineann Ept
rade two attempts to back the frcight train i1nto clear

but was unable to do so. Engincrian Ept then neard the
engiteman of train No., 30 souad thz2 whigtle for a nearby
road crossing and told Firewan Akars to jump, while Fead
Brakeman Robsoa started running toward that train, too late
to stop 1t. Engineman Ept fixed the time of the accident
as 4,58 a.m. Ingrenan Bpt further stated that the fog was
so dengg that he could not see th= indication disolayed
by the north switch lamp of the siding even after he had
brought his train to a stov, althouch 1t was only 100

fe:t distant, ncr could he see the other fixed signals,
and he saicd he did not see the reflection of the hzalliznt
cf train Ng. 30 until the engine of that train was about
opnoglite the telegraph office. After tze accident ZIngine-
man Ept proceided to the telspraph office and thea went
nortr of the train-order signal and also the block s19unal
and observed taat at thait.ti,e both of those signals were
displaying stop indications. ZEngineman Ept acknowledged
tna. he should have brought the train to a ston when he
failec to locate the yardi-limit board within the oroper
t11e after passing the cverhead bridge.

Fircman Akers and Head Brakeman Robsoy, of train
first No. 67, gave testimony nractically similar to that
of Engineman Ept ag to the dense fog, visibility, speed of
toeir train on the siding etc. After pascing uncer the
overhead bridge Fircman dkers started to krovk down coel
and did not know his exact locaticn until the air brerkes
were epplied and the train brovzht to a stop with the
enzgine fouling the main track. He heerd the enginelan
1nform the head brakeman as to the situation and tell him
to flag train Yo, 30; afterwards tae head brakeman asked
for o red fusec and the fireman was 1in the act of getting
ce Irom 1nside the seat box when the engineran shouted
z warning of danger and the fireman ju-ved, with the fusee
1n his hand. Head Brakeman Robson said that he stood in
the gangway on ths right side of the enrTine maintaining a
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lookout and although the head light was burnias bricshtly
he daid not see the yard-limit board or any other fixed
signal until the engine wss vassing the clearance post,
which he saw and informed the engineuman accordiagly. Head
Brakeman Robegon said that he tlen got off +the ergiie before
1t came to a Tull stop, taking his lantsrn with him,
although there wos a lighted red lantern in the cab with

a torpedo attached to 11, and wes ingtructed by the
engineman to flag train Wo. 30. On «eceting Op-2rator

Turner at the telegraovh office, the operator telliag him
that train No. 20 was out of Walbridee and that he had
btetter flag, at the samec time volunteerinr to do the
flagging, Head Brakeman Robson went back %o the engine

cab and requested a red fusee. 'hilc warting for the fusee
the head brakenan heard the engine whistle soundec on
train Ne. 30 and he then ran toward tae anproachiag itrain
and wamved stop siznals with his lantern, »ut he was only
10 feet north of his own engine when he hsa to get mmptw
off the track. He thought the speed of train No. 30 when
1t passed him was about 50 miles par hour The head
brakeman's statements as to th: time of the arcidens,

and also as to the »ositizns of the train-order and block
signals after the accident, acieed with those of Eagine-
man Ept. Fead Brakesan Robson knew that trazan No. 30

was due and 2lso that his train sad fouled the maiz track
and sard that under the existing conditinne ae should

have provicded himeelf with proper flagzing gouipneat be-
fore leaving the engine in his endeavor to flag troin No.
30.

The statements of Conductor Weldon and Flagman
Bateman brought out noth.rg adéitional of 1mnriance.

Operator Turnzr, statinied at Cummiags, stated that
he observed the headlight of tiain first No. 67 as it
apreared throuch the fog on 1ts arrival at Cummings and
realized that the engine was going to foul thes mai: track
before 1t was broucht tc a stop. He irmmediatcly changed
the i1ndication displayed by the block signal {rom proceed
to stop for train No. 30 and then gave back-up sigaals
to the crew ¢f train first Ho. 87. Beeing thet his back-
up signals accomplisned no purpose ne called Assistant
Yardmaster Gearhart by telephone, the vardmaster!s office
being located a little more than 1 nile north of the
telegraph office, and reouested him to flag trazin No. 30.
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Just after Opcrator Turner hung up the telephone receiver
Assistant Yardmaster Gerknart fteleohoned back and

scid he hacd beca unable to get any response to his stop
signals and Operator Turner tlen changed the i1adication
displayed by the t-ain-order signal frow procecd te stop
end as an additional preccaation, owiag to the deasce fog,
he picxed up hig white lantern ond started out to flag
train No. 30. Juct as he got to the doer of tne office

he ret Head Brakerman Robson and he said he told the heed
brakenan to flag train No. 30, the head brakeman, however,
startedb.clktc his owm cngine for nroper flagging equip-
rent ancd coasequently Operator Tyrncr rofi toward the
aoproaching train, waving stop signals with the lighted
white lantern, and he said that he got os far 2e the road
crogsiar, or about 300 fuct from his officae, nd vos

on the fireman' side of the track when the cuagiac of

tro1n Ko. 30 passed hia, Operator Turner dié not kaow the
exact time at which train first No. 87 arrived, oan account
of being excited, but sard 1t was about 4.56 or 4.57 a.m.
and that 1t wes about two 11nutes later when the accident
occurrccé. Opcrator Turacr further stated that the only
flagring eguipnent in the telegraph office at Cumiings
consisted of white lanterne; that therc was no red lantern
1n the office but that so<we red globes wero in the locker,
also that on this cccasion she only effcectual flageing
s1gnal would have been a fusec. Oporator Turner wng not
aware the rules require thnt signalmen have »nrcper
appliances for hand sigsalling ready for immediate use.

Enginecran Spasth, of train No. 30, stated thoat there
wag some fog after leoviar Walbridge and then it cleared
up, but on reaching the yardiaster's office, locited a
li1ttle more than 1 milc north of the telegravh office at
Currings, at which time the spced of nhixs train was aboud
45 miles per hour, a wall of fog was eancountored. It
grew very densc as the t-ain neared Cummings and the speed
was reduced; the air brakes then werc relcased and the
road crossing signal was sounded for the road crossing
Jjust north of the telegraph office. Enginenan Spacth said
tnat on nearine the block signal the specd was betrecn
30 and 35 rniles per hour and that he told Firezan Kremer
"now be sure "nd get thz block" ond the fireunan crlled
"elear block!, Earineran Spacsth also looked for tnc in-
dication disvlayed by the block signal but sniéd he could
not see 1t owing to the fcg, he did see the trua-order
glgnal, however, when 1t wos about two car-lengths
digtant, and he sa1d that 1t was displaying a gicen oOr
proceed 1ndication. At about this tire the firs-an shouted
"flog" and Bgineman Spaeth at once nade an e1srgeacy
air brake apwlication, *no collision occurring in-ediately

1 ']rw.«
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digtance of 3.1 ~iles, 1in less th-n four -inutes, this
oninion 7-s cosfir-ed bv subscoucnt tests., It was elso

218 o21nion that uvuader corditicas si1ilar to tanse that
existed ot the tinme of the accideat, nad with the train
treveling at a sneed of 35 -1les »er hour, 1t could not
hove becn brovght to a stovm betneon the oanual block-

g1enal arc t-e cle-~rance —ast ot Cuiiliges 1n the cvent

1t was obsorved tlhial o ston 1adicavis woe digolayed by that
signal.

Conclusi .o

Thig accident was caused by the falure of Erpine-
nan Ept, of t-a1a first N-. 67, tn bring hig train wo

1,

a stop on the sidire befors 1t forled the nnaa track,

Exrinetan Zpt s-i1d tioe fTor wais very dense and that
althou~h he =sintci-ed ~ charn lockout, with the :adlipht
brrnian origatly coc the swec?d of the tr-oin anly 8 cor 10
11les poer hour, vet he ccvld et lceote  the varil- 11t
board or the cleoarnace nost, He know, ™. raver, thot he
wee nenring the extreic aorti. cnd of thc si1dias ~nd com-
sequently 12d¢ o service 217 broke wmoalicatiens, irmediately
oftervards he defiaitely re~nliged that the trail vps going
to foul the nain track ~nd ™ refore omolied the ailr
brakes in e1ergeacy. He thea rade two atto mts t2 back
the train 1ato clcar but wr s unable to do so. Eagiaean
Ept acknowledged that ~hen he failed to located the yard-
111t board ofter wassing uicer tho overlead bridge he
shovld have brou~ht the trai1a to o stop. Had this becn
come the accideat would not have occurred.

Heaoc Brekenan Reovson got off to flag trnin No. 320
before his ovn trcin cise tn ~» full stop, taking naly his
loantern .2tk hia. Aftcr »roececiias a2 short distance he re-
turned to th. eagine 1a orcder to socure o red fusec but
befcre he receivoed the fusee froa the fireqan he heard
the whistle of txznia No. 30 and rin to.ards 1t waving stop
signals with his lantern; he ctenored avny frod the track
Just beforc the collision occurred and s~id that ot that
time he vng  only 10 foot north of r1s ovn enginc, Had
Brakei1on R .o siovided higelf —ith wrovar flagriag
equipicnt before gtartines away fror hig om easiic 1t 1s
wrssible he ccould have nrevented thc accident or at leeast
have enabled the eagiicen of train No. 30 to reduce
speed tc a very nraterial extent. Fircoan Akors, 11stead
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of assistiiz 1in -eintnining = sharn lookout, began to
In-ck dnun crol after nasciig urnder the overhead bridge
md wat unavare of hig exnct location until after the
ancine had been brought to a ston fouliag the w1 trock,
Firenn Akers, as well ns the bend brokeman, failed to do
nll th~t could have bzon done when o situatinn aroge coll-
1o for such actionr uzca the »art of 211 concornzd.

The testiieny 1s cozflictinT as to just whot ndi-
cotions were disnlayed by tae bléck signal aad the train-
order sinnal vhen troin No. 30 azryro-ched and nessod thon,
houwever, under the exisiin~ ceacitlicons wad taiiag Lato
censideration the rote of speod 2% which that troin was
troveliag, 1t 18 extreicly Jdoubtful whether 1t could have
ocen brougnht to o stop 1- t14c to have wroveated the
accident even verc thoss signals displayiug stoo 1adica—
ti-..g. E2¢ Engzincin Ssacth ccatrolled the speed of his
train anoroaching the blnack sigaal at Cuimings, oronared
tostop sli-rt of the g1cand1 10 crse 1t weie 11 the step
nosltion, tha acecident would cot have occurrad.,

The inveotiratina develomed tane facet that the
oneratorrts office a4t Cuitings wos net »reperly egquinsed
Vith apmnliances rendy for imoecinte use for hand
signalinr, as required by the rulee. Thieg situation,
which apHears to nnve existed for sgoie time, 18 »nae which
should be corrected at once.

The e=mloyese 1nvalwd werc exnerienced 1en,and
at ths tine of the accident nrae of them had been on duty
1n viclation of any of the »Hrovisioas of the hours of
service law,

Respectfully submitted,

W, P. BORLAND
Dircctor.



