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In e Investigotion of an accident whioh
ooourTed on the Gulfl & 8hip Islend
Rellrosd near Bond, Mies., on
July 7, 19i6.

On July 7, 1918, there was & derailment of & paszeuger
train on the Gulf and 3hip Island Reilread nesr Bond, Miaa,,
whioh resulted in the death of 2 employesee and injury to 1
enplovee and 1 meil olerk, After investigstlion of this
agecident, the Chief of the Division of Safety reports us
follaows)

The Gulf & Edhip Island Rallyoad is = single-track
reed, sxtending between Gulfport, Miss., and Jeckson, Wiss.,
8 distange of 160 mile:s, tyein movesents over whioh are

governed by time-table and tralh orders, no block signsal
gyatem helng In use, The asceldent occurred on tangent

treck, shout 1,380 feet beyond the northern end of a 3-degroe

end fd-minute ourve, 683 fesct in length. The grade ls about
1l per oent. desgending Tor northbousd treins. There are no
speecd restrictions for pesaenger treins on the rein line of
the Gulf & 8hip Island Reliyoed other than apecisl rule Ho,
5 in time-table, whioh reads as followst

*The speed of passsnger traeins will be that Lre-
gsoribed ob the time-teble but in ceses of delsy reo-
Quiring greater speed in ordexr to enahle traise to
nake xeeting points to sesoure sonnestions or to gain
time lost the spoed may be so moderstely incrseased
sbove that presaribed on the time-table az in the
Judgrent of the conductors and enginszen inm starge
of the irains may be eutirely zafe and prudent, due
considerstion being elways given to ecudition of
trask, weather and all the ciroumstances,®

The track extending through theterritory whers the
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adcident oocurred is 1laié with 7E~-pound rails, 30 feet in
length, on about 17 or 18 bessh, rine, gum, poplar and eyprezs
ties to the rail, the ralle deing single-gpiked inside and ocut
slde. Tie pletes «re used on ourves, whille the rella are also
pertly tie-plated on tengents., The track is unevenly bhallasted
with oinderas, gravel snd sand from practliesrlly none to & dapth
of &bout 1B inohea. The eccident ocourired abd the northern
end of a £111 10 feet high &t 1ta highesat polnt and et the
southern end of a ocut ebout 8 feet in depth, At the tinme of
the aveldent it wes raining.

The trein involved Iln this socident was northbound
passenger train Mo, 4, en routs from Gulfport, Wiss,, %o
Jackson, #ies. This train consisted of 1 combination mell
apd beggege texr, £ gouches snd 1 comblination buffet end perloy
oar, sll of wooden construetion, neuled by looomotive 12, snd
wag in charge of Conduotor Dear and Engineman Thompeon. It
left Gulfport at 6.54 e. o on time, end passed Bond, e station
gbout 2.2 miles scuth of the point of aoclident et 8,81 &. w,,

4 minutes late; the trein stoy)eé for about £ minutes et Fruite
land Ferk, a stetion sbout 1,4 mllea sorth of Bond, The train

loft that point and at about £.40 v. m,, while travellng st |

a8 speod estimmted to have been from 15 to E0 miles er hour

it wes dersiled on aocvount of & weshout,

The accident resulted 1a the derailment of the engine
and tender which left the travk to the vent ené after skide
4ing almost clear of the rozddbed and pleowing into the side
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of the out, csme t0 rezt on their left sidess sbout 150

feot from the joint of dersilment. The looomotiye wes oo~
glderably damaged. The combinstion meil end bagmese oar was
ulge deralied %o the weast slde of the track snd ceme %o resh
on ite left side egeinet the side of the ocut, this ocer belng
very badly dersged, The Torwerd trucks of the firat goadh
dropped off the reils snd susteined slight demage, The
tradok &z torp up for a dlstance of 240 feot, ralls belng
vadly tent snd 25 cr 30 tiss being broken.

4% a point 180 feot aouth of the washout thers had
Torguerly been a bridge to allow the water to pasg through
from the east to the west side of the treack, but im 101)
this pasnage had bYeen Tilled in and sn elghtesneinch witrified
pive placed unler the track., In this instange the vive proved
inadeaqualte %o bake cars of the lerge body of vater whioh ooncen-
trated there during £ heavy rsin, and the rondbed under the track
was weghed out for a distance of 2B feet, the opening being
4 feet i depgth. On July 10th, while oconditions in this
viecialcy vere belng lnvestigated, there wes 2 heavy rain whieh
lagted Tor sbout 2 hours and as & result, the weter on the
gast gide of the £11]l formed a rool appoxi astely 400 feet in
length, 100 feet In width and 8 feet in depth. Undoubtedly
the vater In thio inetance would L=ve rissen up over the track
hed 1t not been for the hole which hed weshed through under
the traok on July 7th snd which caused this derallment.

The seotlion on which the accident cccurred consisis
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of 9 milee of reln treck and ebout 1i miles of side trsok
end is maintained by Scotion Foreman Hichards and a orew of &
mem, On the might of July 6th the sectionmen mre?mmning
the trask, but owing to the fact that rrier to July Vth there
hed never heen & washout at the polint whero thls sccident
ooourred, they were giving theliy attention to what they eon
sidered more dangercus plaoes.

Conduector Deer stated thetmbout 800 Feet south of the
point of derellment the englnemen wade & serviace gpplioation
of the eir~brekxes, checking the speed of the train sonslderably,
but was ungipg stesm &t the time of the sapcident, He also stated
that he had recelved no orders on that trip other than a
slearence card when laaving Gulfport.

Both the englnensn end firenan of train No. 4 were
killed 1n the derailment.,

Opsrator Henry at Bond stated that the wires had hesn
down north end south of his station from sbout 2.00 p, m.

July 5th, until sfter the dsrailment and further stated that
1% had reined almost cortinnously from the afterncon of July Bth
until July 7th.

The lmst train to pess over the track at the point of
ascident sahead of tralu No. 4, was freight train No., 32 be-
tween 4,00 a, n, and 4,30 a. m., July 7th.

Thie aoolident wus cauded by the roedbed beling washed
from under ths tzack Tor a disteanes ¢f approximately 85 feet,
due to a bridge belng filled in and mmple piping not beling
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put under the rilling o take oure of the szurpius water whieh
socumuleted on the easzt pide of the trask during a heavy rain.

Considering the condlition of the roadbed and the light
srinnent vsed, it is not believed thut the speed of train
Fo. 4 vwuld harve besn croeszive under rorael sircumstizooes,
Rowever, owing tc the r-cent heavy rsin storms along the
line and oovmmunicati~ns heine out off for two days ~risr to
the mocldent, it would sesm thet nore prepcsution should have
heen vzed snd a lower rate of spoed calntzined,

Tn order to 'rovide :roner afety and o zusard z-alnst
sush neoidenty, zallsriss or sinisevera of surfficisnt 4i-enslons
g1ould he nlaged =nder £111s of the kind involved to allow ez~
sess watsr ¥t esnts 8 f2135 ancu~h o wrovent the “ornration of |
dangermia hodlas of -ater e h.% the track will not be over- §\~\\

flovwed o= the madbed '=mahad 8 sy a2 in this inatenes.



