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In re inveatigetion of an aecident whish ceourred
en the Greenville & Western Railroad near Alta-
mont, 3, G., on NHovember 24, 1916,

December 16, 1916.

On Neovember 24, 1918, there waq 2 derallment of a
vassenger train on the Oreanville & Yestern Rullroad near
Altanont, 8, C., whigh resulted in the injury of 1 passenger,
1 enployee on Aduty and 1 employee off duty. After inveati-
gatlon of this secidant the Chief ©f the Division of Safety
reporte as followai

The Greenville & YWestern Rallroad iz a single track
road, extending from Greenville, 2, C,, northwvard to River
Felle, 3. C., a 8ietance of 23 mlles. Train amovements are
governed by iim;-tahle and train orders. The accident co-
surred on what is known as Edwards Treatle, approaching whieh
Trom Altamont, a station gbout one-half mile south, the track
1 streight. The grade for about 1,BC00 feat from Altamont is
1.8 perocent descendlng for nerthbound tralne, and it then re-
duces to about .08 peraent to the point of aceldent. Kdwarde
Trestle ies about 450 feet 1n length, extending over a ravibe,
its greateat helght heing gbout 40 feet. The weather at the
time of the sccident wae cleer.

The train involved wes northbound passenger traln No, 2,
ceneleting of looomotive 15, 1 coach and 1 coxbination ccach
and bpgIags cer, and was in charge of Conduator Veron and
Engineran Arastrong. This train left Oreenville, en route %o
River Falls, at 7130 a. m., 30 minutee late, and for the flret
geveral mlles it was unable tc make gohadule time on socount
at slippery rallg., It made 1ts last stop mrior t0 dersilment
&t Altamont station and, at gbout Bi60 s, m., was deralled one-
half mile north of Altamont while running at a speed estimated
to have beaen from 18 to 20 milees an hour,

The track is laid with §0-pound rails, 30 feet in length.
There are about 12 to 16 pasorted seft and hardwood ties to the
rall and ne tie plates are in use. The ballast coneleta of red
clay. The rails and rosdbed were in falr conditien; the surface
of the trasck wea rough, the alignment was baf, and in some places
it was ae much as 2 inches out of gauge. The ties at the plaoce
of aocldent wers mo decayed that only 186 of the 0ld ties were
used out of & total of 93 tlen nseeded 1n redullding the track
after the derailment,

The locomotive wae not derailed, but when the first coach
vas about 1-1/2 times 1ts length on the trestls it tipped over
%o the left or west and came to rest bottom side up in the ravine.
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Both trucke remalned in plage, while the body of the cer wase
crushed almost flat. All of the injured were in thie car end
thelir escaps from death was due %o a depression in the ground

&t the point at which the cer came to rest, the floor of the
overturned car foraing s bridge over them, The rear car was
deralled, ocoming to a atop with the front end Just on the snd

of the trestle, while the resr truck swusg around to the left
carrying the track several feet to the west 0f the rosdbed. *h&s
car resained upright on ite truchks with both platforme and trucks
slightly danaped.

A gareful examinetion wea made of the equipment lnvolved,
butlnn defect wee found which eould have contributed to the de-
ral Ecﬂt .

The first wheel markas were found about 220 feet south of
the trastle, Andioating that one of the right hand whesls left
the track on the inslde of the right hend rall snd ran aleng
tlose to the rell] for a diatance of more than 100 feet, the
flenge of the wheael marking the tiee, and the rim marking the
base of the rail. Theee marks were then lost in the genersl
destruction of the track caused by the derailed cars. It ia
believed that the rear truck of the leading cosch was the first
to leave ths traek, and that appreaching the trestle this truek
veered off to the left over end beyond the guard on the cuter
ends of the tles, turning over as it fell from the trestle.

Conductor Yeron stated that when the accident ocecurred he
wes engaged in sweeping and clesning the interior of the second
qer snd theat the firet intimstion he had of the impending agol-
dent was a Jar. He 414 not believe that this Jar was caused hy
the car in which he was riding and upon leoking ahead hs dis-
covered that the car ahesd was mlesing, the car in which he was
riding being AQeralled lgmediately therwafter, He made an attempt
to get to the emergencey dreke but did not succeed in applying 1t
before the traln stop ed. He stated that he made no examination
of the track or squipment followlng the sceldent and wae thersfore
uneble to give any information concerning 1ts condition, but
stated that prior to the & cldent he thought the track was iR
falr condiltion. He admlitted, however, that hls train has been
deralled a number of timee ont account of the bad condition of the
track. Condustor Veron said that he was peying no attention to
the spsed of the traln at the time it was dersiled, but thought
1% wae 16 or 20 miles an hour, znd he 614 not think that this
rate of speed wes unurually high.
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Engineman Armetrong stuted that after leaving Oreenville
on the morning of the scoldent he made ssveral stops befors
reaching Altemont and the brakes were working preperly. On
leaving Altamont he gave hie traln a start and then siut off
steam, allewing the train to drift to within a short dlstance
of the trestle. VWhen he ngnin began to use steam, and as he
opensd the throttle, he felt an unususl pull from behind, and
upon looking bmok saw that the first car was SGerailed. He then
sav the car break sway from the loecomotive and fall to the west
over the side of the trestle, Fe atated that he reached for the
brake wvalve but the brakes had deen appliedé by the parting of the
alr hose, whioh brought hie train to a step a short distance nerth
of whers the car went over the tresatle. Englneman Armztrong
further stated that he made a2 0loce sxsmination of ths track
following the accident and found where the wheel hal dropred
inelde the right hand rsil, and he thought the dersilaent was
caused by spreading track. He gleo made a close examination of
the deralled osre in search of a loase wheel, but found no
defect An the equipment. FHe stated further that the speed of
his train at the ¢ of the darzilnent vas from 19 to 18 miles
;F hour, snd that the saximum speed allowed was 106 miles per

our,

Fireman Davis stated that the first inthmeticn he had of
the derailment was a little Joark and when he locked back he saw
the first car turning over, He izmediately told the engineman
to stop the trein. He thought the speed at the time was about
10 miles enr heur,

Superintendent Ogleshy stated that he mede a personal
inepection of the track abeut 10 Adays prior to this derailment,
and in his opinion 1t was 1n fair condition at that time. On
the completien of his trip eof inspection he instructed the rosd-
mpster te go over the entire line and ingpeot the tles and gauge
the track., He also stated that there were cuite a fev derailments
in July of thie year, due to heavy rains, dut he believsd two of
the derallments were caused by spreading ralls due to rotten
eroes-ties., He further estated that he had personally instructed
the conducter snd enginesan not to excesd a speed of 12 miles an
hkour over any portion of the road, but that st the time of the
ascident no special slovw order was in effect over the portion of
the track whers the dsrailment took plase.

Roadmaster Rombo etated that he waes riding in the flrst
car when 1t was deralled and that the epeed at the time was about
£0 miles an hour. KHe aleo stated that he had met Lnapected the
track at thie point letely, but that the track had been gauged
about 2 weeke previcusly and he thought 4t was in fair condition.
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The ocause of this acoldent war undoubtedly aprtaﬂiggl
ralla, dus to the decayed econSition of the sress-tles, le
the Greenville & Vestern Railroaé is only ¢ ssall railroad

£5 miles in length, and opsrates but 2 tralns sach way ﬂniir.
ths existence of such track conditions se exieted at ths point
of dsrallment is a mensee to the traveling publie, and, in
order to provide proper safety, vigerous measures toward remedy-
Ang esuch conditions should be {akcn at once.

The total oollapse of the aar whicgh went over the side
of the trestle wae due to 1ts age and frail wooden sonstruo-

tien,



