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April 13, 1912,

IN RE ZAVESPIOATION OF ACCIDERY ON THED
ORUAY NORTHRERM RAILWAY, HEAR WRENQOE, IDA.,
Hareh £85, 1912,

On ¥sroh 26, 1012, at 3148 A, ¥., thers waa a derall-
ment on the Orest Nopthern Rallway near Wrensce, Ida., rasulting
in the death of the enginezan, fireman and Read Drakeman, After
invastigntion, ths Chisf Inepsator of Safety Appliances revorts
na follows;

Tegt-bound fraight firain No. 401 conaisted of 40 sars and
3 @¢abosge Adrawn by engline No, 1803, This traln war in charge
of Oonduetoy Head and Iplnesan Techlein and was on route from
Proy, Hont., %o Hillyard, Wash. It passed Sand Patek, I2a., at
3116 A, H,, and wnpg within about Swe miler of Trencoe when 19
wan derailed by a rook glide,

The glife causing this deranillment apparently onmsfiown ot
about the time the engine renched the voint of the accident.
2 pert of the slide strusk the tender and firet threes eara, while
the engine ran into agnother vt of 1% and wag deralled. The
engines ran about £1irv9y fest Defora leaving the right of way ond
plunging down an enbankment about Shirty feet high into the
Pend A'Oreille River. The tender wue lying aaross the ftrack,
end the firat and third ezre were deranilec. The gpred aft the
timo of the deranilient wag about 1 ailes per hour.

A%t the rolnt in guestlon, as wall sa in the immedinte
vioinity, blasting had been in progress on gecount of varfous
imprvenentr being npade, and 1t 1g aappeandthag:zg}a, together

"
with thse Jsr of paesing treins, loosened the reoka %o auch sn_



ole
extent that they fell when Srain No. 401 resched that point,
The sontraoting sompany hed been drilling et thie partievlar
point for about $sxn woeke and had commeneed blanting about three
daye previcus to the aceident,

The track walker on duty at the tlme of the acoldent stuted
that he had pasrsd She poing in question shout 105 minutes
previously, and when the traln waa deratled he was atanding
bealde the frask ahout g quartsy of a mile distan®, waiting
for it %0 peaes hinw, Ho atated that the alectric headlipht of
the spnroaching train olearly llluisingted the track and thae
thers wre no rocks an the track. The s5llde scemed tu conre
down a% anout tha ¢$ime the angine regohed th:t paint, ‘When
baing nasgad by this train he hed oceaslonglly stoad bgeide the
traek in the vicinlisy of where the plide geourred. He had
noticed that the traln Japred the ground very smuch and had often
thought 1% would not %ske aucsh to atart eome 2f tha rocks. VFor
this reasont he Rent out of the sut when Sraing were paszing,

Bolh the engineer snd sasxlatent engineer in sharge of the
nanatruotion work, as well ap various saployees 92 She droat
Northemn Hallway, goneldarod $hiz So bs a dangorous place, and
the rooke were to be removed. The seotlon foreman stated that
Zor sevarsl years it had been hls practice %o station a flegman
at this point during the epring montha on aseoun? of the
dangersus aonditon of the rooka.

Yhatever bDlame therz fa for Sthiz acoeldant rﬂgﬁa with the
ireat Northarn Rallway, alnece 1% is glearly spp;;ﬂﬁt that the

mass of rock responsible for thls sonident wag sonsidered dnngerou:

notwithstunding the faot that it hed been there for yeaars.



