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in *ept ember 19, 1919, there WAS* a rear-end otllieloa cat ween-

two freight trains on ths Jroat Northern Hallway at arland, aont•, 

which resulted In the death of 1 eetpltjvee and 1 caretaker O F stock 

and the Injury of 1 eaployve* After investigation of this acol-

dent, the Chief of the Bureau of Safety reports as followsj 

The district of ths Groat Northern lialiwu/ on whlsh this 

aeoldent occurred extends frow 'bitefish, Moat*, to ;'ruy, ;*ont«, 

a distance of 134 a l ios . It I « a single-tr.*.-ak lino, over which 

train &ov caputs are renamed by time-table isnd tr.-.IN orders, no 

bleak signal ayat en be in? In use* Xratna of the *»a»e direction 

are st.aoed 10 alnotea apart at telegraph, stations* beginning at 

the stfctlon board at arland anJL a proaahing the point of mai* 

dent from the east there are 1,706 feet of tangent traok followed 

by a X-ov^vee curve to tho left 1,̂ 74 feet In length, than £,71S 

feet of tan^mt traok, a l-»de^ree curv« to tho left 6£1 feet 

In length and 1,L.S6 feat of talent traok t> tho point of 

aooldent* train stan*' IOSR at tho pol t ul &coident â  to 

eeen "by tho eaginciaaia of a train ipproaohlug from the ess-at for 

a diatanoe of about l*tV>0 feat, the grade at tho point of avoi­

dant I K level* She Sivo d of TR> î ht trains over thi® line 1B 

reatrieteS by time-card rule to &0 alias an hour* 

fee bound freight train extrtj. ^103, consisting of a loovao&ive, 

17 leaded oars, 6*. erapt> oars and a caboose, it* ^h r̂ge of xnduot^r 

xyhward onl .fagineaaa jurham, left flitsfish at 10,.>0 p,uu, opt-

caber 18, and arrived at Kexford at 6,60 a.m., ,oytester 19* 



At Eexford, *.&gi»e®&n .sirhaas, on aooonat of alokneas, wks 

relieved from dnby %$ *rawelin[sr &sfinser sho^f( and h© wont to 

tho oob . o r o to deadhead to fray* Lxtra J10© left Keucford at 

9.06 e .*«, *ith 1*3 sere and a eebooae, after receiving tr&in 

order So,§44, whioh road on follows: 

ordor ||34. 
a* A ixti-a iilQS root 

Kng 3102 r u n extra Uexford to Troy seet e x t r a 
3069 -il&̂ t at kexford, Ha a rijrht over two extras 
1764 and XMO -ast a o x f o r d to Llbbr, but wait 
at Irsl 9*60 A*&. Volooor 10, DO &„A* .larland 
10*10 A*v. loarnoll I 0 » £ f i Jennin** 1 0 , 4 0 
a*m* for two extras 1754 and 1^£0 «&»t« 

1'ho train pooled itonohlll a t 9*g>0 a«m*# Yolworcr at 10V>£ a«a«, 

and arrirod at Borland, 31«6o mlloo woot of Hexford, at 10,1£ a*au, 

whor© i t wa» stopped on aooount of tho train or dor board bo ing in 

tho otop position. juxtra 210$ had bean standing at fchle poiist 

about £ ctlni;too when its rear and wa« gtruolc by extra 1?£>*. 

Seetbonna freight train extr. 17©ii left Vhltafiah at 6,10 e « a . , 

September 19, wit h a l«oo«aotlve and 16 loalad «are in charge of 

Conduotor Hinds an4 ^nglnown LaJinnyon, .*.t 3*40 &»su, this train 

arrived at Wexford whore the oxow roeoivs& train order ilo* &4d 

road tap as follow® i 

Crdar ^30 
2, ft, £• ixtra 17$g eot 

Engineer 176SE aran i&xtra .toxford to IRO, tueot extra 
3069 iasst at hexford, has rtfhs over two extra a 17E4 
and ia*.0 ea*:t Wexford to ~lbty, bnt wfcit Ural 9,60 
4#i. /eloour 10*00 A.U, Mariana 1 3 , lu ^*M* /earnoil 
10*£5 A.M. Jennin- 10,40 *.* c, for two extreo 1764 
and W 2 0 .sa??t» 

:y.xtra 175fc loft rioxford at abvut £ s 3 0 a*<9*v pao»od a t v o o f e i l l at 

9*46 u ,m* f 16 .Tinstea bohini extra 3 1 0 3 , and at 1 0 . 1 4 t;,nu, while 

running at a speed estimated to bo about) 15 ' A l i o s T.n hour, ooHided 

with the o&bcouo of extra 4103* 
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fas oaboose of extra J104 m>e of sooden oonstruotlon and was 

entirely demolished; the bt.* oar lssasdlataly a Mad of the oaboose 

waa entirely destroyed and tho adjoining o»r was alsy damaged* 

£ She locomotive of extra 17G* termed ever m i£o left aide. rhe 

per a one killed were Fireman 2h* tnnt and a ma who was in shares of 

llvo atooki both ^rs riding In the oa boose of extra 3103* 

Conductor Tykware. of extra stated that his train arrived 

at uaxford at G*feO a.m., on ths Bioralng of tha seel lent and some 

time be for a leaving, extra 1751 arrived at fch<.t oint* HO stated 

that he andXnduotor Kinds of extra 17£2 wars at tha telegraph 

office at the same tie* asking for or dare, bat ho did not see 

the orders r ©solved by adust or Einda, nor did Conductor Hinds 

see the order® ho received* Ho stated further that his traia 

arrived at Garland at 1Q*1£ a*m** on* stopped on account of ths 

train order board tain*? In tho stop position* $hon tho train 

otoppsd he started forward lemri tas head ana of tho train, while 

hlo flagman star tod baok to flag* So staid exactly two minutes 

elapsed from the time his train stopped until it wua otruok by 

extra 176K. 

Hear Erakoamn ooott of extra 3103 stated that u on arrival 

at Werland his train stamped and ha started baok immediately to 

FLU* and had pone about 4 or 6 paoea when he saw extra 1 7 e p -

proaohlng en tha straight traok woet of tha ourve* He then got 

£ baok on the oaboose in order to warn tha men who were in it , «ot 

off again and ran toward tha avproaobiog train with a rod ^la* 

In his hand* He ro&ohod a point about 50 feet from his oaboose 

whes the 1©Gi,ma11w of extra 17M passed him. So stated' further 



that he hud act omen extru 17&E slnee leaving .lexfori aad did not 

k it m a following so oi sol,/ boh in. . Ho J id hut ^ao« that ait 

traia would stop a t ' trlaod an A bai not thrown cff fnso^a aut reach­

ing thbt point* 

traveling Engineer ghoaf, of ®*tra 310«), stated thfet h i s trfeia 

loft Eoxford at 9*06 O.HU* passed ^tonehlll at 9*30 e*ms, passed 

feieour at 10»0H &*m*, and orr ived at ferlund ot 10*1L a.ta* Ho 

thought tho average a>.eed of his traia bet̂ reen P.exferd and Garland 

was 30 alles an hour and he a atiamtel '.h&t about ». minx; tee elapsed 

from tho tlae ho stooped to tho time hl» train m a struck by extra 

1T5&. 

fireman Chrlotonson of o tra <S10£ stated th^t ho tt&u&ht 

tho Average speed of his train between /,-asford and *urlend was 86 

miles nn hour end he stated thut t h e , did not stop &t any point* 

He thought about & ain«tea elapsed between the t i ^ his tr&ia 

stopped at Garland ant the Use of tho ooilieion* 

"ooduator ftiadb o f ojttra \ f t & etatad th t̂ M s train arrived 

at Hat for a at 0.40 a.m., anl ben he went Into the of floe for 

orders, the eon&uet&r o f extra 310& wea also In the offloe ana both 

eactra and his own train wore f laring on leaving Wexford 

on the arrival of tr< in Ie* 4* Ue di»l not BOO the orient re­

ceived by Conductor */toward ner did Oondo> tor tykward wee the 

orders he received. Be a t a t ^ i that train So, 4 arrived at .ioaford 

at v«0fi a*n*, anl e i t r o wlO^ deottrted auon t h e r e a f t e r , but he 

did not know the eaaot time. He stated that hid own train left 

,1 ex ford not later then 9*B& or i , L f a.so* He was ri-linpr in the 

cupola of the oa boose a rroaohlng the point o f aooi>ient and he said 

that the gavi«e in tho caboose e h o w i *5 p&oi&fte train line press.,re 



at this tins. Be saw to* ouboos* o ? antra 1̂0S at shout ths 

seme ties m his enginemaa aa emergency applies.tlaa of las 

brakes* He est! »ted that tha taboos* of extra 3102 ©ouli be 

seen froa a point about 50 oar leagtbn distant* Conductor Eiads 

farther stated that according to ale ^dgsent ths speed of his 

train between Wexford and •Yarlaad was f r o * ft* to * • miles aa hoar* 

and while ha Knew this was ia eases a o f that snowed by tbe time* 

sard rale* ho thought It was a safe rats of tfpa?U and mads no 

attempt to hare It redneed* He also stated that it wao customary 

for eenenotcro on this line to allow eagliteaea to use their own 

judgaeat aa to speed aad lo asks up all the time posalbla* 

Head Brakeman Speaasr aad &sar Brakeman giuna. of extra 17Bs 

eatlmtad the speed o f tnelr train between Bedford aad Garland at 

about Ah miles aa hour* Brakeman u onoer saying it was no fastsr 

than is made every day* Both worts riding In the oaboose of 

extra 17G2 and aelthsr saw the caboose of extra 4103 until the 

en&lnaman had md* an emergency apflleatloa of tha air brakes* 

Engineman LaMunyon of extra 1762 stated that be saw extra 

3103 ahead of aim at Bestfora, but did aot know what train it was* 

Is than want in to eat breakfast and whan he roturnei to his 

train, tho train ahead had gone* He stated that his train loft 

Wexford between 9*£0 and a*m;t aad that its speed between 

Kexford and farland was 88 or M miles aa hoar* Is and the 

fireman saw extra 0103 at /*arlairi at *eut tha cams instant, 

at whloh time tha sag ins had rc« ohed tho straight truck or about 

1200 feet from ths oabooss and was running; at a speed of about 

30 miles aa hour, the emriaaman stated tmt te® immediately 

applied ths broke is in emergency, but tha brake valve worked 



hard and ro-i«lrod hi a to x.se both ban i«« Co said the speod wee 

rednoet to about 7 or H aill«s ah hoar and he tag cnablo %Q reduce 

the speed further, the train running along at that ruti of speed 

until it collided with the train ahead* Ha stated fur ther thet 

TH-I braking paver on his train wt.s bettor than en aaay trains he 

had bandied and that be had had no treubio Irs a to. at any 

previous tttaaj the brakes were- not re$we&»lble for bis not stop* 

ping in time, it MTA the short distance* A 1th his t r a i n ma­

nia* at a speed of 2£ alios an hour he thought ho should be able 

to stop within a d is tance o f £ , 0 0 0 feet* aigineaea -atton^a 

attributes the accident t o His not being informed of the foot 

that both his train and extra ^103 h e l l orders c*. training the 

®WM w a i t s , an<3 he said thfet had ho known estr© £l-.V w&a j<i»t 

ahead o f hlr he woulx hnvo entered arland undar oontrol, Ee 

aloe thought th&t If a ft) see bud HA A shrown off by extra 310$ 

lw could hare stopped in t ls» to avoid th« collision and is 

cure that I f ha had alghtud. tr« J D S when v or 4 oar lengths 

farther oast, he could hare ©topped boi'ora atriklm it* He 

alee statF> s that a l l engine^en on thi« district o^oaod the 

speed lirclt o f £0 mi lea an hour* 

f ireman * in it v.? ex t r a 175a stated that a ^ roach in- urland 

the etekssr had atop red and he w&s turning on stautti ho •xt lasts l 

that when he 1 oked up and ss*w the rear end of extra 310£ nhead, 

his train waw about «b cor ..onffths froa .-t• &*» called to 

UP,inn ian .̂ aiuiin/on who 1 t^odintely a - lied the brakes in asaor* 

fancy* He wos thu r-jsrular fireman on tho online and said that 

sofaotlnee tho fcrbko valve handle twiuld e titan in the last notch 

before orar^rtcy and ho tbi«»$ht IHUT the «rlod y£ lias that 



tho handle wool a stiok in that posit ion would bo lon# enough 

to aestroy the araargeney feature of the brake a. g« did net 

Jmow th t the trouble had hsea reported. 

Operator KoOnrta^ on aratj? at *o»ofelli otatsd that extra 

3103 passed hia at at ion at 9.S0 « , » * , and extra I7tt at 9*44 a*%. 

He amid both train* wore fMn§ at a pretty high rata of speed 

but that tho oeoond was going conalderablr footer than too first* 

station ^font ,iakdell at Garland stated that extra #10# 

arrived at Garland at 10*1£ a.a*, anil that tho oolllaion oconrrod 

at 10,14 <um* 

Coerater Oregon, on dt»ty at Bexroro, stated that wfetlo 

bo was preparing orders £**r Oondnotor t̂ kwaxd of extra 3103. 

aondnotor Undo of extra 176$ a&m into th<* offio* ant said 

"Ion Bight ao well fix ao up, ws will bo read7 to go on tho 

arrival of train Ho* 4 too - . Ho stated that his resorts show 

extra 3103 a*$ toaflni Bexford at 9.05 and extra 17§« a,5 loavtas; 

at 9*SG 

Jiiapatoher 2epew on dutj? betweea 3*00 a***, and 4,00 »**&•, 

On the d#y of tho aooldent stated tha: 1% is sot onotousary to 

five one extra train eopies of thu* orders roe&ived by a receiiag 

extra, and that the mnagojaont has oritlsiood tho py&etiee of 

verbally Informix one train of tho wheroaoante of other trains* 

Ho sail whoa bt> wont on duty bis inatraoUono woiro to tho of foot 

that loeossotiv* £103 was to tie up at Rexferd and that lee^ftotive 

1TB£ was to fish up both trains* Lat*r bo learned thit Grovel­

ing inglaeer ^hoaf wao to handle oatre 3103 an.} a as Id roaoh ;ro? 

within 16 hours previa in* ho rsooiv^d through order®, or orders 

that Mreold eaneo no deiayo* therefore, la order to expedite 



the movement of aitm *104, .lapetoher put wt orier ;,o. 

&&4 to that train, it that tiae ha thought extra ITefc weald 

not ho raady to leave rfexford for soae U s » , bus shortly ofter~ 

worse ' peroter ire .reoa laformeri h i s thfct e tra 17££ e*« ready 

to en-i ho thorn iaeaed ©r£*r #o, &M to extra 17ft£, whioh order 

oontalnoA tho oa-'s walto as orior Bo. 834 leaned to 3l<tt« go 

said thi t had h»; known that both extr»a oars going t o la;.?® 

iexford near tho »aw Uaw, ho -*o«l<l ha*o inolud*d both trains 

on tho same order. 

This aooifteat was onuses bjr j&n$tmm& ^aitenjon of extra 1Tb£ 

exeoedlns; tho a peso lis.lt and hk) allure to have hi® t r a i n under 

ansa oontrol as to enable hlv, to atop when ho oaw oxtra £132* 

ituie 4Si of tho CJroat 3orth*ra :-taliw<.y 3cApany raads a« follows: 
"Knginoero of trains followin# other tr&ias oast a>pro&oh 

at at lone with mm and with train under amon oontrol aa 
will enaoto then to avoid collision with trains B.hm£*" 

The exact k i t m arftra 17h£ left dexford itf disputed, the 

operator oâ a it ol«jaro^ at 9,20 a*s&* and &o ha reported it , 

while tho oondnotor a*»ya tho train started ahead on the aiding 

at a , » , , and that it «ao nut later thssfc 9»x* or f*fe7 a,*,* 

often tho train feaohed the main lino and. tha owl ton had boon 

elosetl* !2he on l ine wn J»/a the fcraia atartad hot ween 9.S0 

and 9,26 tusi* If the trsln left at 9«oO &,«* , than it ooo-

onttod only 44 winutea in trav«lin# fi oa gexfora' to or land, a 

diotanoa of J1*S6 or an &¥er&t» rate of apse4 of « bout 

4$ alias an honr. If it left rfe*&rd at 9,25 a .a„ than it 

eonatiOMx} 49 vlautes, with on urera** speed of noerly 39 olios 

an hoar* a ben it is oloo ooaotdsred that tha fastest wostboojsd 

http://lis.lt


train on the ro&d, a mall troln, wMch does N^L ML&p either at 

Kexford or < *>rleud, ocnsutaae hi Tiinutoe botwaen tho two stations, 

it lo clear that extra 1732 MM being o grated at on axeosHve 

rato o*' stood. Had tho train boon operated u% a rato of apood 

within tho limit permitted by tho time-card role, and had inline-

man taUun/on boon maintaining & proper 1 okout erproaahlag < arland, 

it Is probable th t bo would n&va boon able to stop hlo train in 

time to r.void the collision* 

On the ie? following the eeoldeat a tent wee «aade to escorts In 

the iictonce from which M object »-t the point of aooldent oould 

be seen, tender w«s plfcosi at the point where the caboose of 

extra 3103 stood T>T, the time of the aooldent and **s aypro&ehed 

from the east on looomotive 4110* It was found tfcet without lean­

ing vert far out of tho window of the loo© .motive the onclneaen 

wae able to see tho tooioriwhon £,54£ foot distant therefrom* *ae 

onrvaturo approaching the rolnt of aooldent is slight, there are 

no trees or balldines to obstruct the view M&. no re aeon can be 

assigned for the failure of n îneman Uo&nyon to sec an tvaallv 

lcn-~ dlotacoe on the (ay of the aooldent* 

1 test wae also made of the brake valve on the ioocactive 

operated by engineman :*aiftmyan on tho AS* of the sooidenfc, but 

nothing wrong -sith I t oould be fount. Two other tests were mode 

of the brakes on the train and while two of the car» showed 11-lnek 

olaten travel and another & 4-lnofc piston travel, tfeo brakes on tho 

whole were in good oondities* 

Jin-inanan Lassenyon was oarplujrod &a a flreonn on this dirislon 

in A T T I I , 1*10, hi-, vina previously worked elgkt years ©a other 31^1-

olons J&nd railroads &A firswan* Ho ma promoted to #n*lnam»a in 



-10-

Aagust, 1916, In 1917, he wa& Hven a IS-daye euoueneion 

waen it dsvelv.pad that ho onoret«<i his train at a high rata of 

e^eed, knowing that another train waa ahead, which reunite;! in 

hie train running into the rear of thv, pr see* lag train* 

At the time of the accident the ere* of extra 1751 had teen 

en iuty leas than 6 boors, 

3hie aooident serves to oall attention again to the we&kaee&se 

of the train order systems of operation, undar which a train moving 

at a high rate of a pood m$ close up eu> e slower aovin?r train with­

out warning vf the ssov men is of tho train ahead with the result 

that it -nay at any time tsudd&nly corns in sight of that train and 

bo unable to stop in time to avoid a e d i t i o n , at wm tho e&a© 

in t h l R Instance• Had an adequate block signal system boon In 

uee on this line, this accident would undoubtedly not have 

occurred* 


